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Mpepucnosue

JlaHHBIN KypCc OPUEHTUPOBAH HA pa3BUTHE KOMMYHUKATUBHON KOM-
HETEHIMN Y CTYAECHTOB HEesI3IKOBBIX BY30B (ypoBenb (Pre-)Intermediate),
CTIETUATMBUPYIOMIUXCST B 00JIACTH COTUOJIOTHH, U PACCYUTAH TIPUMEPHO
Ha 60 yacos (pu HEOOGXOAUMOCTHU HTO KOJIMYECTBO MOKHO YABOUTD). Ero
OCHOBHOM 3aj1aueil sIBJISIETCS] KOMITJIEKCHOE Pa3BUTHE HABBIKOB, HEOOXO-
JIMMBIX JIUIST TIPOheCcCHOHANTBLHOTO 0bIeHus. VIcnomb30BaHe ayTeHTHY-
HBIX MaTepWaJoB — HAYYHBIX CTAaTeH COIMOJOTUYECKON HAIpaBJIeH-
HOCTH — I03BOJISIET TIOTIOJHUTH CJIOBAPHBII 3amac 3a cuer HanboJee
YACTOTHBIX €JIMHMUII, XaPAKTEPHBIX JIJIsI s3bIKa crienuaibHocT'. PaboTa
C JIEKCHKOH HalleJieHa Ha pa3BUTHE YMEHUI OIpPeAessATh KOHTEKCTHOE
3HAYEHUE CJI0BA U €T0 COYETAEMOCTHBIE BOBMOYKHOCTH, OAOMPATH CHHO-
HUMBI ¥ iepedpasuposats. st qabHelIero pa3BuTHs: HAaBBIKOB YTEHUS
U TOBOPEHWsI, TINChbMA 1 TEPEBO/IA MPEJIATAIOTCS PAa3Hble BUIbI PAOOTHI
¢ HayyHOU mH(popmMmalmeit: pedeprpoBanme U KoMIpeccus (CxKaTue TeK-
CTa), YTEHUE U JUCKYCCUH. aHATHS TIEPEBOIOM HOCST BCIIOMOTATETbHBIH
XapakTep U CIy:KaT, C OIHOW CTOPOHBI, IATbHENIIIEMY YCBOEHUIO JIEKCUKH,
a ¢ IpyToil — TPUYyYaloT CTYACHTOB BHUMATEIBLHO OTHOCUTHCS K CIOBY
U IPaMOTHO (hOPMYJIUPOBATH CBOU MBICJH (OCOOEHHO TIO-PYCCKH).

[TpenmycmarpuBaeTcs Takske BO3MOKHOCTH MCIIOJb30BAHUS dJI€MEH-
TOB TOATOTOBKU MPOEKTHOI PabOTHI ¢ aHTJIOSIBBIYHBIME UCTOYHIKAMH,
pe3yJbTaTOM KOTOPOH SIBJISIIOTCS MUHM-IIPE3CHTAIlMM, OCHOBAHHbIE
Ha TEKCTOBBIX MaTepuaJiaX, HEIOCPEICTBEHHO CBSI3AaHHBIX C MPOHICH-
HOI TeMaTUKOH MJIN Ke BBIXO/ISIINX 3a ee PaMKH. B rocyienHeM ciydae,
OCHOBOI1 /17151 MUHU-TIPE3EHTAIIMN MOKET CITYKUTb MHGOPMAIINS COIINO-
JIOTUYECKON HANPaBJIEHHOCTH, CAMOCTOSITEIbHO MTOYEPITHYTas CTy/IeH-
tamu (Hampumep, n3 HTEpHETA).

[Ipu wanucannu yueOHUKA 32 OCHOBY OBLIN B3SIThI aBTOPCKUE BHY-
TPUBY30BCKIE Pa3paboTKu U ydeOHbIe TOCOOWs, KOTOPbIe TIPOILIN
VCIEIHYI0 MHOTOJIETHIOI0 anpobarmio 8 HUY Beiciieit mkosie 9K0HO-
MUKH B MOCKBe 1 B ee peTHOHATBHBIX (pUIHATIax.

Y4eOHUK COCTOUT M3 IBYX PA3/AeJOB — OCHOBHOTO U JIOMOJHUTEb-
HOTO; 1IePBBII MpeiHasdHaueH /it paboThI T10]] PYKOBOJICTBOM TIPEIo/ia-
BaTeJisi I MOKET MCIOJIb30BAThCS KaK OCHOBA [IJIsT TPOEKTHON PabOTHI,

! Bce TexceTnl coxpateibl B OpUIMHAIBIOM HAlcanuy (OPUTAHCKUI I aMepHKal-
CKMIl BapUaHThI).
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a BTOPO# — JIJIsT CaMOCTOSITETbHON pabOThl CTYIEHTOB M BKJIOYAET
MPOBEPOYHBIE 3a/]aHUs [ IOBTOPEHUSI U (CaMO)KOHTPOJS U Psiji
npunoxennit. Pasgen I cocrout us 30 ypokoB, TeMaTHUeCKH pa3OUThIX
Ha 5 yacreii, BKJIIOYaeT oA00PKy TEKCTOB (110 OCHOBHBIM pa3/iesiaM 6a30-
BOTO Kypca COIMOJIOTUN) U 33/[aHUI, HATIPABJIEHHBIX HAa PaCHIMpPEHUE
U 3aKperyieHne CJI0BapHOTo 3araca, pa3BUTHe HABLIKOB MOJTOTOBIEHHON
Y CTIOHTAHHOM peuu, a Takke peeprpoBaHUsS U HAYYHOTO THChMA.

[Tpu pa3paboTke Kypca Mbl PYKOBOJCTBOBAJIUCH MOYJIbHBIM TIOJI-
XOJIOM, YTO TIpeIoJaraeT THOKOCTb U U30MPATEJbHOCTD B OTHOIIEHUN
y4e6GHOTO MaTeprasia i BO3MOKHOCTD €r0 BHIOOPOYHOTO UCTIOJIb30BAHNSI.
Kaskprii ypox cofiepsKUT TEKCTHI AJISI TPOCMOTPOBOTO U JIJIST U3y4Yaio-
IIIETO YTEHUST; TIPU ITOM BH/IBI PAOGOTBI C TEKCTAMU MOKHO BapbHPOBATH
B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT OCOOEHHOCTEN IeJIeBOl ayIMTOPUK U KOJIUYECTBA
yueOHOTO BpEeMEHH, BBIIEISIEMOTO Ha M3y4YeHue si3bika. TakK, MOKHO
pa3iesnnuTh TPYMIITy HA KOMaH/bI W TPEAJOXUTD KaKI0H TTPE/ICTaBUTh
«CBOW» TEKCT MU TIOCJTeAYIollel MUCKyccuu; Uian xe (Hampumep,
B CJIyyae OrPaAaHMYEHHOTO KOJUYECTBA 4acOB) He OPaTh MaHHBIE TEK-
CTHI Ha 3aHSATHUH, a UCIOJbH30BATh UX JIJISI CAMOCTOSITEIBHON pabOThI
KaK OCHOBY /IUIsl MUHU-TIpe3eHTaluil. [Ipeamnosaraercs, 4to paboTa HaJ
npoekTamMu (MX 5 — 0 KOJMYECTBY YacTell M3yuyaeMOro MaTepuaa)
BeZIeTCA B TeYeHUe T0/1a, TEMBI IIPEe3eHTAINH JaioTCA 3apaHee B Havdase
ceMecTpa, a pe3yJIbTaThl B (hOPMe OZTHOTO-/IBYX MATUMUHYTHBIX BBICTY-
TJIEHU TPEJICTABIISIOTCS PETYJSPHO HA KaxkaoM 3anstuu. B Ilpumo-
JKeHWU 2 COMEPKUTCS CIIUCOK TeM U KpPaTKue PeKOMEHIAIUN 0 TO/I-
TOTOBKE, CTPYKTYPHUPOBAHUIO U OT[CHUBAHNIO MUHU-TTPE3E€HTAIIH.

B xaxzpom ypoxke wacteit 1 u 2 maercst MmaTepuas /i CJIOBAPHOTO
JUKTaHTa U 3aJaHus Ha nepepo,. Yactu 3—5 comep:kaT (IIOMHMO 3a/a-
HUH Ha mepeBo) ¢hparMeHTHl TEKCTOB Ha PYCCKOM S3BIKE, TIPENoa-
raforre mocJeyIONIyIo KPaTKyTo Mepeady uX OCHOBHOTO CO/leprKa-
HUST TTO-aHTJINHCKY ¢ MCIIOJb30BaHUEM M3Yy4eHHOTO BOKaOyJisipa. [1ist
obJieryeHust OBJIaJIcHUsS] HaBbIKaMU M3BJICYEHUs] MHMOPMAIK 3a/laH-
HOH mosHOTH B IIpuioxennn 1 maioTcs Moaerm BO3MOXHOTO CoKATHS
TEKCTa, KOTOPbIe MOTYT ObITh OCOGEHHO MOJIE3HbI HAa HAYAJIbHOM 3Talle
paboThI; B IAJIbHEIIIIEM CJIELyeT CTPEMHUTHCS K TOMY, 4T0OBI TIpH pede-
pupoBaHuK GOJIBIIE MCIOIH30BATH OOMIEHAYYHYIO U MTPOGhECCHOHATD-
HYTO JIEKCHKY.

[ (camo)mpoBepku cTyaeHTaM mpeasaraercs Ilpunoxkenue 3,
cojiep:Kaliee CITUCOK CJIOB HA PYCCKOM SI3bIKE, B KOTOPBINI PEKOMEH-
IyeTcs 3aHOCUTD aHTJINICKIE dKBUBAJEHTHI M CHHOHUMBI u3 [Ipuio-
JKeHUs 4, r/ie K KaKIOMY CJIOBY JIaeTcsl HOMEp YPOKa, YTO MO3BOJISIET
YTOYHUTH KOHTEKCTHOE 3HaUeHue cioBa. [lo 3aBepuienun kypca y cry-
JIEHTOB MOSIBJISIETCS YAOOHBII /17Is1 pabOThI ABYSI3bIYHBIN CITMCOK CJIOB,
XapaKTePHBIX [IJisI HAYYHOTO OOIIEHNUsT, KOTOPBIN TIPU HEOOXOAMMOCTH
MO>KHO JIOTIOJTHUTD UJIU COKPATHTb.
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B pesyabrare o6ydenust Oyayiiye COIMONIOTH JOKHBL:

— BJAJIETh SI3IKOBBIM MarepuasoM (oOiieHaydHast u mpodeccno-
HaJIbHAs JIEKCHKA, PeueBble KJIUIIE) U MUCII0JIb30BaTh €ro B PeYH;

— 3HaTh 3HaYeHUS HamboJee YACTOTHBIX JEKCUYECKUX €JUHMII,
XapaKTEePHBIX JIJISI SI3bIKA CHEIUAJBHOCTH, a TAK)KE U3YyUEHHBIX
TEPMHMHOB, CBSI3aHHBIX C TEMAaTUKOW y4eOHUKA;

— yMeTb OTIpeNesiATh KOHTEKCTHOE 3HAaYeHNe CJI0BA U €T0 coueTae-
MOCTHBIE BO3MOKHOCTH, MOAOUPATh CHHOHUMBI, Iepedpasupo-
BaTh;

— BJaJleTh OCHOBHBIMHM HaBBIKaMU PabOTHI ¢ HayyHOH mHMOpP-
Mallueil: YTeHus, KoOMIIpeccuu (CKaTHsI TEKCTA), TPe3eHTaIuN
U TUCKYCCHW;

— YMEThb YUTATh AyTEHTUYHBbIE TEKCTHI COIMOJOTHYECKON HaIpaB-
JIEHHOCTH, WCIOJIb3ys 03HAKOMUTEJIbHBIN, U3yYaloNunuii, Mpo-
CMOTPOBBII BUJIBI YTEHUS B 3aBUCUMOCTUA OT KOMMYHUKATUBHOM
3aa4M;

— yMeTh U3BJEKATh U3 TeKCcTa MHGOPMANNIO 33aHHON MOJHOTHI
(nnst anHOTHUPOBaAHUA, pedepupoBaHusd, N1eTATbHON Mepexayn
OCHOBHOTO COJIEP;KaHUS W TIP. C MCIIOJb30BAaHUEM U3YIEHHOTO
BOKaOyJIsipa);

— yMeTb IIpe/iCTaBUTh HHMOPMAIUio B (popMe MTOKJIAA WIH TTPE3eH-
TalWy 10 U3y9YeHHOHN TeMaThKe, YeTKO U JIOTUIHO (hOPMYTUPO-
BaTh CBOU MBICJIH;

— YMETb BECTHU IHUCKYCCHUIO, M3JaraTh (DaKThl, 1aBaTh OIpe/esie-
HUST TEDMUHAM, apTYMEHTUPOBaTh, OIePUPOBATh WH(MOPMAIIHEH,
cozep:xaiiei 1udpsl, BEIPpasKaTh CBOE OTHOIIEHHUE;

— HWCHOJIb30BaTh NPUOOPETEHHbIE 3HAHUSI U YMEHUsT B OyyIiei
npodeccuoHATbHON esITeNbHOCTH 7151 YCIEITHOTO B3anMO/Iel-
CTBHSI B Pa3/IMYHBIX CUTYaIUSIX HAYIHOTO OOIIECHUSI.
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PART I. INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY!

UNIT 1. Saciological Problems

Warming-up activities

Different ways of handling scientific information: talking points

1. What difliculties do you face while working with ESP sources in
English?

2. What approaches do you consider efficient to cope with those dif-
ficulties?

3. What skills need to be developed to work with texts written in a
foreign language?

4. What aspects of language training seem most essential for your fu-
ture career?

Focus on reading

Read the introductory text and find answers to the following questions.
1. How can you characterize the present-day social life?

2. What is the prime concern of sociology?

3. What is the subject matter of sociology?

4. What issues are within the scope of sociology?

5. What is the sociologist’s role in society?

Sociological Problems: a Brief Introduction

We live today — in the late 20t century — in a world which is

intensely worrying, yet full of the most extraordinary promise for the
future. It is a world awash with change, marked by the terrifying pos-
sibility of nuclear war and by the destructive onslaught of modern
technology on the natural environment. Yet we have possibilities of
controlling our destiny, and shaping our lives for the better, which
would have been quite unimaginable to earlier generations. How did
this world come about? Why are our conditions of life so different
from those of our forebears? What directions will change take in the

! Giddens A. Sociology. — 3rd ed. — Polity Press, 1997. (All the subsequent texts
from Part I are taken from the same source.)
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future? These questions are the prime concern of sociology, a disci-

pline which consequently has a fundamental role to play in modern

intellectual culture.

Sociology is the study of human social life, groups and societies. It
is a dazzling and compelling enterprise, having as its subject matter our
own behaviour as social beings. The scope of sociology is extremely

wide, ranging from the analysis of passing encounters between individu-

als in the street up to the investigation of global social processes.

Language focus

Task 1. Find Russian equivalents to the underlined fragments in the texts.
Classify the italicized -ing forms (participial structures, gerunds, nouns)
and comment on possibilities of substituting noun + of + noun structures by
those with gerunds, like, e.g.: a way of a solution of the problem — a way
of solving the problem.

Task 2. Write Russian equivalents and English synonyms for the words be-
low. Find the corresponding words in the Index (see App. 4) and add them
to the Wordlist (see App. 3).

concern

consequently

different

implication

investigation
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modern

objective

prime

range, v

role

scope

subject (matter)

Follow-up activities

Scan the text below and supply an appropriate heading for each paragraph
(time limit: 5 min.).

The Practical Significance of Sociology

Sociology has many practical implications for our lives. Sociological
thinking and research contribute to practical policy-making and social
reform in several obvious ways. The most direct is simply through pro-
viding clearer or more adequate understanding of a social situation than
existed before. This can be either on the level of factual knowledge,
or through gaining an improved grasp of why something is happening
(in other words, by means of theoretical understanding). For instance,
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research may disclose that a far greater proportion of the population is
living in poverty than was previously believed. Any attempt to foster
improved living standards would obviously stand more chance of suc-
cess if based on accurate rather than faulty information. The more we
understand about why poverty remains widespread, however, the more
likely it is that successful policies can be implemented to counter it.

A second way in which sociology aids in practical policy-making is
through helping to foster greater cultural awareness on the part of dif-
ferent groups in society. Sociological research provides a means of see-
ing the social world from a diversity of cultural perspectives, thereby
helping to dispel prejudices which groups hold towards one another. No
one can be an enlightened policy-maker who does not have a cultivated
awareness of varying cultural values. Practical policies which are not
based on an informed awareness of the ways of life of those they affect
have little chance of success. Thus a white social worker operating in a
West Indian community in a British city will not gain the confidence of
its members without developing sensitivity to the cultural differences
which often separate white and black in Britain.

Third, sociological research has practical implications in terms of
assessing the results of policy initiatives. A programme of practical reform
may simply fail to achieve what its designers sought, or bring in its train
a series of unintended consequences of an unpalatable kind. For instance,
in the years following the Second World War, large public housing blocks
were built in city centres in many countries. These were planned to pro-
vide high standards of accommodation for low-income groups from slum
areas, and offered shopping amenities and other civic services close at
hand. However, research showed that many of those moved from their
previous dwellings to large apartment blocks felt isolated and unhappy.
High-rise buildings and shopping malls often rapidly became dilapidated
and provided breeding-grounds for mugging and other violent crimes.

Fourth, and in some ways most important of all, sociology can pro-
vide self-enlightenment — increased self-understanding — to groups
in society. The more people know about the conditions of their own
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action, and about the overall workings of their society, the more they
are likely to be able to influence the circumstances of their own lives.
We must not picture the practical role of sociology only as assisting
policy-makers — that is, powerful groups — to take informed decisions.
Those in power cannot be assumed always to have in mind the interests
of the less powerful or underprivileged in the policies they pursue. Self-
enlightened groups can respond in an effective way to policies pursued
by government officials or other authorities, and can also form policy
initiatives of their own. Self-help groups (like Alcoholics Anonymous)
and social movements (like women’s movements) are examples of social
associations which directly seek to bring about practical reforms.

Should sociologists themselves actively advocate, and agitate for,
practical programmes of reform or social change? Some argue that soci-
ology can preserve its objectivity only if practitioners of the subject are
studiously neutral in moral and political controversies, but there is no
reason to think that scholars who remain aloof from current debates
are necessarily more impartial in their assessment of sociological issues
than others. There is bound to be a connection between studying soci-
ology and the promptings of social conscience. No sociologically sophis-
ticated person can be unaware of the inequalities that exist in the world
today, the lack of social justice in many social situations or the depriva-
tions suffered by millions of people. It would be strange if sociologists
did not take sides on practical issues, and it would be illogical as well
as impractical to try to ban them from drawing on their sociological
expertise in so doing.

Task 1. Give examples to illustrate the practical significance of sociology.

Task 2. Voice your opinion on the following issues.

1) Sociological research provides a means of seeing the social world
from a diversity of cultural perspectives.

2) Practical policies which are not based on an informed awareness of
the ways of life of those they affect have little chance of success.

3) Sociological research has practical implications in terms of assessing
the results of policy initiatives.
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Extension activities

Task 1. Translate the following sentences into English using the vocabulary
of the unit.

1. DTOMY OTKPBITHIO MTPEACTOSIIIO ChHITPATh GOJBINYO POJIb B (hopMu-
POBaHUU HOBBIX OOJsacTell 3HaHUs. 2. /laHHbIe BEJIMYMHBI BAPbUPYIOT
B TIpefiesiaX 3aJlaHHOTO AmMaraszoHa. 3. PaccmMoTpeHue 3TOTO BOIpoca
BBIXO/IUT 32 PAaMKHU Hallero uccienoBanud. 4. Hu ero mpeninectsen-
HUKW, HUA TIOCJE0OBATENN He U3ydaTu 9TO SIBJIEHUE C AaHATUTUYECKON
TOYKHU 3PEHUS.

Task 2. Write a) the translation of the first two sentences of the introduc-
tory text; try to avoid literal translation, think of stylistically appropriate
Russian equivalents;

b) a paragraph about your ESP course expectations.
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Warming-up activities

Task 1. Try an oral quiz to review the vocabulary of the unit.

VmeTh BasKHOE 3HAYEHIE, UTPATH GOJIBIITYIO POJIb, OCHOBHOM (TJIABHbIIT)
BOIIPOC, IIPeJMeT UCCJIE0OBAHUS, BBIXOJUTDL 32 PAMKU MCCJIeZ0BaHUS,
(popmupoBaTH B3TIIAIBI.

Task 2. Find synonyms, antonyms and derivatives to the following words
and expressions.

The early 60s, followers, forefathers, precede, generations to come, out-
line, comprise, mainly.

Focus on reading

Before you read, consider and discuss the following issues.

1. Was marriage associated with love?
2. What makes a person healthy and what makes a person ill?
3. Does punishment necessarily follow crime?

Make 3 teams; choose one of the texts below, scan it and be ready to present
and explain the contents of the text for the rest of the group (time limit: 3 min.).

Text 1. Love and Marriage

Why do people fall in love and get married? The answer at first sight
seems obvious. Love expresses a mutual physical and personal attach-
ment two individuals feel for one another. These days, many of us might
be sceptical of the idea that love ‘is forever’, but ‘falling in love’, we tend
to think, derives from universal human sentiments and emotions. Yet
this view, which seems so self-evident, is in fact quite unusual. Falling
in love is not an experience most human beings have, and it is rarely
associated with marriage. The idea of romantic love did not become
widespread until fairly recently in the West, and has never existed in
most other cultures. It is only in modern times that love, marriage and
sexuality have been regarded as closely bound up with one another. In
the Middle Ages, and for centuries afterwards, people married mainly
in order to perpetuate the ownership of a title or property in the hands
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of family, or to raise children to work the family farm. Once married,
they may sometimes have become close companions; this happened
after marriage, however, rather than before. There were sexual liaisons
outside marriage but these involved few of the sentiments we connect
with love. Love was regarded as at best a necessary weakness and at
worst a kind of sickness.

Romantic love first made its appearance in courtly circles, as a char-
acteristic of extra-marital sexual adventures indulged in by members of
the aristocracy. Until about two centuries ago, it was wholly confined
to such circles, and kept specifically separated from marriage. Rela-
tions between husband and wife among aristocratic groups were often
cool and distant. The wealthy lived in large houses, each spouse having
a bedroom and servants; they may rarely have seen each other in pri-
vate. Sexual compatibility was a matter of hazard, and was not consid-
ered relevant to marriage. Among both rich and poor, the decision to
marry was taken by family and kin, not by the individuals concerned,
who had little or no say in the matter.

Neither romantic love then nor its association with marriage can be
understood as ‘given’ features of human life, but are shaped by broad
social influences. These are the influences sociologists study — and
which make themselves felt even in seemingly purely personal experi-
ences. Most of us see the world in terms of familiar features of our own
lives. Sociology demonstrates the need to take a much wider view of
why we act as we do.

Text 2. Health and Illness

We normally think of health and illness as matters concerned only
with the physical condition of the body. A person feels aches and
pains, or gets feverish. How could this have anything to do with
wider influences of a social kind? In fact, social factors have a pro-
found effect upon both the experience and the occurrence of illness, as
well as upon how we react to being ill. Our very concept of illness, as
involving physical malfunctioning of the body, is not shared by people
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in all societies. Sickness, and even death, are thought of in some other
cultures as produced by evil spells, not by treatable physical causes. In
our society, Christian Scientists reject much orthodox thinking about
illness, believing that we are really spiritual and perfect in the image
of God, sickness coming from a misunderstanding of reality, ‘letting
error in’.

How long one can expect to live, and the chances of contracting seri-
ous diseases such as heart troubles, cancer or pneumonia, are all strongly
influenced by social characteristics. The more affluent the background
people are from, the less likely they will be to suffer from a serious ill-
ness at any point in their lives. In addition, there are strongly defined
social rules about how we are expected to behave when we become ill.
A person who is ill is excused from many or all of the normal duties
of everyday life, but the sickness has to be acknowledged as ‘serious
enough’ to be able to claim these benefits without criticism or rebuke.
Someone who is thought to be suffering only from a relatively mild
form of infirmity, or whose illness has not been precisely identified, is
likely to be seen as a ‘malingerer’ — as not really having the right to
escape from daily obligations.

Text 3. Crime and Punishment

Before modern times, brutal punishments were not uncommon. Exe-
cutions were often carried out in front of large audiences — a prac-
tice that persisted well into the eighteenth century in some countries.
Hangmen were public celebrities, having something of the fame and
following conferred on film stars in modern times. Today, few of us
could imagine actively gaining enjoyment from watching someone
being tortured or violently put to death, whatever crimes they might
have committed. Our penal system is based on imprisonment, rather
than the inflicting of physical pain, and in most Western countries the
death penalty has been abolished altogether. Why did things change?
Why did prison sentences replace the older, more violent forms of
punishment?
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It is tempting to suppose that in the past people were simply more
brutal, while we have become humane. But to a sociologist, such an
explanation is unconvincing. The public use of violence as a means of
punishment had been established in Europe for centuries. People did
not suddenly come to change their attitudes towards such practices
‘out of the blue’; there were wider social influences at work, connected
with major processes of change occurring in that period. The Euro-
pean societies then were becoming industrialised and urbanised. Social
control over urban-based populations could not be maintained by
older forms of punishment, which, relying on setting a fearful exam-
ple, were only appropriate in small communities where the numbers
of cases were few.

Prisons developed as part of a general trend towards establish-
ing organisations in which individuals are kept ‘locked away’ from
the outside world — as a means of controlling and disciplining their
behaviour. Those kept locked away at first included not only crimi-
nals, but vagabonds, the sick, unemployed people, the feeble-minded
and the insane. Prisons only gradually came to be separated from asy-
lums and hospitals for the physically ill. In prisons, criminals were
supposed to be ‘rehabilitated’ to become good citizens. Punishment
for crime became oriented towards creating the obedient citizen,
rather than publicly displaying to others the terrible consequences
which follow from wrong-doing. What we now see as more humane
attitudes towards punishment tended to follow on from these changes,
rather than causing them in the first place. Changes in the treatment
of criminals were part of processes which swept away traditional
orders which people had accepted for centuries. These processes cre-
ated the societies in which we livetoday.

Task 1. Find answers to the following questions.

1) What reasons drove people to get married in the past?

2) What changes have taken place ever since?

3) Is a person’s health dependent on their wealth and social status?
4) What are the main changes in the forms and the aims of punishment?

Task 2. Outline the main reasons for changes in all the spheres of social life.



