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Internet resources for building a personal learning network and teaching English. Based on the experience of providing training on further professional development for school teachers of the English language
The aim of this paper is to provide a review of internet resources for teachers of the English language and to help them navigate through them with the purpose of building a personal learning network and using these resources in their teaching work.
Keywords: multimedia, personal learning network, personal development, classroom environment
Multimedia – curse or blessing?

A customer called the Canon help desk with a problem with her printer.

Technical support: Are you running it under Windows?

Customer: 'No, my desk is next to the door, but that is a good point. The man sitting in the cubicle next to me is under a window, and his printer is working fine.'
The level of computer literacy could be defined as high as how funny these kinds of jokes seem to be for a person. However in spite of the fact that computers have become an inseparable part of our everyday and professional life, the modern volume of information exceeds our ability to navigate through it skillfully enough.

The methods of teaching in general and teaching languages in particular have changed greatly. It is important to create a linguistic environment with all possible means available for a modern teacher.  We can’t escape from IT penetration into teaching processes. The teacher as well as his student lives in the information society, and it is important for him not only to master the methods of obtaining, processing and storing information, but above all he must learn to use information and information technologies to sustain and upgrade his professional potential and improve the quality of the teaching process. 
It is especially important for the teacher of the English language to know about and use the opportunities of the Internet for his professional development, because such a teacher possesses a very important tool – the knowledge of the English language, since the majority of the online materials is in English.
In recent time Web 2.0 found its wide application in teaching foreign languages. The term of Web 2.0 is used to define projects and services that are being actively developed and improved by users themselves: blogs, wikis, social networks and so on. Web 2.0 is a complex approach to organizing, providing, and supporting Web-resources. It is an interactive process of accumulating information which differs greatly from Web.1.0 technology – where there is a one way flow of information.  Transition from Web 1.0 to Web 2.0 can be described as the progress from a personal page to a blog, from a mere publication of the material to its active discussion. How is it all connected with teaching? Directly. All these new technologies have opened for us an access to a very wide choice of resources.  Web 2.0 – is a technology that provides us with the opportunity to collectively present, obtain and exchange information. Thousands of teachers exchange their experience, achievements, failures, encouragement and constructive criticism. 
But on the other hand there is a danger to get lost in this informational ocean, come across nonprofessionalism, unqualified recommendations or advice, which doesn’t really work in practice. You can spend nights wandering through links and sites with the help of searching engines like Google and Yandex and not to find anything useful. The aim of this publication is to highlight reliable resources that have been tested by the teaching society, which provide high quality material that is worth teachers’ attention from the point of view of being used in the classroom as well as for personal professional development.
Internet resources for teaching the English language.

The means of multimedia allow putting into practice the principle of visualization and creating the linguistic environment close to the authentic one in the classroom at a high quality level. This writing has a practical aim to provide teachers with reliable teaching sources of the Internet that is why the place and the importance of the multimedia use in the classroom will be only briefly discussed.  Videos and podcasts are irreplaceable when practicing pronunciation, speaking, listening and body language.  Internet news video resources can bу used as a warm up activities at the beginning of the lesson. Another advantage of using the Internet at the lesson is when the teacher works with texts. It is especially acute since there are many sites nowadays that have been developed to support the existing textbooks with online tasks to the texts contained in these textbooks. Vocabulary and grammatical online exercises can be given as a part of homework in order to consolidate the knowledge provided at the lesson. Videos at the lesson can be also used as a basis for a discussion platform in pair work or group discussions.
The list of the sites with useful teaching resources is as follows:

http://www.visualthesaurus.com/vocabgrabber - a site for working with vocabulary;

http://www.multimedia-english.com – a collection of videos, presentations and songs, the majority of which have tapescripts and tasks;

http://www.real-english.com – topical video lessons of the English language;
http://www.teachers.tv – educational videos;

http://multitran.ru - online dictionary;

http://www.elllo.org – a collection of videos with text support and tasks;

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish  - fragments of lessons on different topics developed by BBC, audio materials with text support;
http://www.teachertube.com – educational programs;

http://bogglesworldesl.com – a high quality, multifunctional resource for teachers, which contains lesson plans, articles, handouts, games and so on;

http://www.starfall.com  – English for younger learners;

http://www.englishmedialab.com/index.html - learning English through games.

Professional development 
Internet resources give teachers an opportunity to build their own personal learning network. A teacher asks himself a question: what can I offer to my colleagues and what can my colleagues offer me? Katasonova N.V. in the frames of the webinar “Multimedia in teaching English” introduces the following formula of professional development: experience + reflection + experience exchange = professional development, where reflection is a thoughtful and responsible attitude of a teacher to his work, based on constant awareness of his activities and their results for the sake of the interests of other people.  Joint exchange of the experience together with other teachers, collective drawing of conclusions, ideas exchange, solving problems together in the virtual dimension on Web 2.0 platforms can have different forms. They can be individual, such as blogging, electronic portfolios – topical or skill-oriented, collections of topical videos, subscription to educational sites, podcasts1; and group -  exchange of the information in common blogs, participation in professional forums, wiki-sites, social book-marking, social networks, web-conferences, webinars. creating a personal learning network teachers save time on having at hand the information and material of their specific interest which has a positive effect on their students since lesson planning becomes easier and faster. In order to give practical assistance to teacher bellow follows a list of sites that can become the basis for personal learning networks for teachers of the English language and their short description.

http://www.classroom20.com - a site that gives an opportunity to take part in webinars which are given by English teachers from different countries;

http://www.etprofessional.com - an internet journal which allows teachers to exchange new information;

http://englishtips.org - a site that gives reviews of new textbooks, methodology, lessons, exercises;

http://www.britishcouncil.org/ru/russia.htm   - the site of the British council that provides access to education, scientific and creative ideas from Great Britain and to international collaboration;

http://www.youtube.com/user/britishcouncilrus - a collection of videos of scientific and practical seminars;
http://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2009/12/12/a-is-for-articles-1 - a collection of articles by methodologists and teachers.

This list can be expanded and developed, but it can be done later by each teacher who starts to surf the Net with the purpose of enriching his teaching process with online resources. This list is a sufficient guide, enough to gain the first experience of communication in the community of colleagues, to build one’s own personal learning network and to improve professional development.
As it was precisely put the society now is divided not into poor and rich, but into computer literate and computer illiterate. Those teachers who belong to the first group not only have means to facilitate the teaching process, but also find respect and popularity with their students. A modern learner is an active user of the Internet, and his skills of computer technology go far beyond the frames of the technical knowledge to the level of social life skill. That is why the teacher today should be able to rip the benefits that the Internet provides not to fall behind his students and to speak with them in the same language.
1 � HYPERLINK "http://www.commoncraft.com/video/podcasting" ��http://www.commoncraft.com/video/podcasting�) 
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