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Russian Elite and Peasants’ Problems after the Abolition of Selfdom
I A. Khristophorov ( 147)

Abstract: Russian Peasants Reform of 1861 was not only a result of struggle and compromise of a variety of inter—
ests and ideologies but also was the starting point for subsequent reforms. This reform had its own multiple meanings
and the Russian elite often made different interpretations based on their conceptions. Coupled with the insufficiency of
objective materials on the Russian countryside the Russian government and society lacked of clear understanding on the
direction of rural reform. Some governmental dignitaries tried to change the principles of the 1861 reform pushing peas—
ants from the commune land ownership into household land ownership but did not succeed. In the late 1870s and early
1880s with the emergence of Russia’s agricultural crisis the Russian society and government paid more attention to the
peasants’ problems. The Russian government tried to reduce the peasants’ payments and after controversy the views of
stopping the flows of peasants’ land eventually prevailed the society acknowledged the peasants’ land was a variant of
state property. Along with the prevalence of the idea of country’s economic regulation the Russian elite tried to over—
come the agricultural crisis by deepening the dependence of peasants on the land.

Keywords: Peasant Reform of 1861; Russian elite; peasant question; commune

P. A. Zaionchkovski and Russia Studies in US. from 1960s to 1980s
0. V. Bol’ shakova (153)

Abstract: P. A. Zaionchkovski was a model of American-Soviet academic exchange during the Cold War. In about
20 years time he directed and trained a large number of outstanding American trainees then they become a major force
that promoted the Russian history studies in America to a quantum leap. This special academic history not only showed
the contact experiences and academic points of Zaionchkovski and his American students but also provided a reference
for our contemporary world history studies. Zaionchkovski’s plain and rigorous academic philosophy his research meth—
ods of emphasis on raw materials until today have not lost their significances. Keywords: P. A. Zaionchkovski Rus—
sia studies in America Russian history academic exchanges.

Keywords: P. A. Zaionchkovski; Russia studies in America; Russian history; U. S. Soviet’ s academic exchanges

American Federal Transit Policies in the Late 20th Century and Their Effects
SUN Qun-ang SONG Chen (159)

Abstract: At the beginning of the 20th century the United States had the most developed urban transit system in
the world. But from then on the transit system of America began to decline and as of the middle of the 20th century
the transit system only had a minor status in the whole American transportation system. In order to stop the declining of
the transit system the federal government passed a series of transit policies from 1960s investing more and more money
in the transit system and keeping reforming the ownership system and operating system. These policies greatly encour—
aged the enthusiasm of the local governments and state governments in developing transit systems. Therefore the federal
transit policies in some extent contained the decline of the American transit system.

Keywords: The United State of American; transit; Federal transit policies
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