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Предисловие
Целью данного учебно-методического пособия является выработка академических навыков написания объемного эссе на английском языке.     Пособие состоит их шести разделов, каждый из которых представляет собой ступень в овладении указанными навыками, а именно: 1. Анализ темы эссе. 2. Структура эссе: написание вступления. 3. Структура эссе: развитие параграфа основной части. 4. Написание аннотаций и краткого содержания работы. 5. Структура эссе: написание заключения. 6. Библиография. В пособии объясняется, как можно избежать плагиата при написании эссе, а также приводятся схемы составления определений и приведения примеров на английском языке. Значительное место отводится объяснению наиболее сложных вопросов пунктуации.

Пособие   построено   на   основе   использования   некоторых  материалов британского   учебника   «English for Academic Study: Extended  Writing and  Research  Skills»    издательства   Garnet Publishing  Ltd.,  авторы J. McCormack и J. Slaght и пособия по написанию эссе и диссертаций “Essays and  Dissertations”,  автор  C. Mouncey.  Приложение  содержит  образцы вступления,  основной  части  и  заключения,  написанные  студентами  2 курса МИЭФ.  В нем же  приводятся образцы  одного из  лучших  эссе  и худших. 
Настоящее   пособие    предназначено    для    аудиторных    занятий.   Оно может   быть   также    использовано    для    самостоятельного    овладения академическими   навыками   написания   объемного   эссе  на  английском языке.

Step 1.Course scope. Essay title analysis
Course scope
· Essay title analysis

· Essay structure: Introduction

· Essay structure: Main part (Paragraph development)

· Writing summaries and abstracts. Avoiding plagiarism

· Essay structure: Conclusion. Definitions. Exemplification

· Bibliography. Elements of writing: punctuation

What is an essay?
An essay is a piece of writing designed for academic purposes. (Mouncey, p. 6)
Features of an essay:

· You do not have to say anything new.

· You tell your tutor that you have understood the information you have been taught.

· You show that you share the common background of knowledge

What makes an essay?

An essay is your opinion about a little bit of a subject, in which you use evidence to support your opinion. (Mouncey, p. 10)
· It is an opinion.

· It is based on evidence.

· It does not claim to say everything there is to say about essays.

Practice. Essay title (1)

‘How great was the influence of women on the development of the novel in the 18th century?’

What can we argue about?

· Women-writers or women-readers?

· One or two women-writers?

· Great writers or not?

Essay title (2)
‘To what extent can it be argued that Byron and Keats are second-generation Romantic poets?’

Essay title (3)

‘Discuss the importance of writing good  tunes and their role in the development of a successful pop group’

Essay title (4)

‘Discuss the importance of the J7 brand and its role in the development of the marketing mix’

Prompt
Marketing mix:

· Product

· Price

· Promotion

· Packaging

Essay title (5)
‘Explain Elvis Presley’s role in the creation of rock’n’roll music as an art form’

Essay title (6)

‘Explain Harriet Martineau’s role in the creation of sociology as a science’

Essay title (7)

‘To what extent and in what ways do you think your mother influenced your character?’

Essay title (8)

‘Evaluate the effect of essay writing on the expansion of your knowledge’

Essay title (9)

‘How far did Handel’s music evolve during his time in London?’

(Mouncey, p. 26)
Home assignment:
Discuss the ideas to argue about the following question: 

‘How and why do sociologists differ in their views about the inevitability of globalisation?’ 

Step 2. Essay structure: Introduction
The  overall length is around 1,700 words:

   1. Introduction – appr. 400 words

   2. Main part – 1,000 (4-5 paragraphs)

   3. Conclusion – appr. 300 words

Introduction (purpose)

An introduction is the first part of an essay. It sets the tone for the reader, gives some idea of the content and the writer’s position, and suggests how the piece of work is organised.

Structure of an Introduction

· Context (why the question is important).

· Thesis (your opinion, your answer).

· Argument (Why? Justification).

· (Definition).

· Scope of answer. (‘This essay will …)

Essay title 

‘How and why do sociologists differ in their views about the inevitability of globalisation?’

Summary
The purpose of Introduction is to give the context (why the question is important), answer the question directly and then explain your argument in the rest of the essay (why do you answer the question the way you do?)

Practice

Introduction 1

Introduction 2

Introduction 3

Introduction 4

Home assignment:
Choose a title for an essay and develop an introduction to it.
Step 3.  Essay structure: Main part
Main part:

· Evidence

· Context

· Comment

What is ‘evidence’?
Evidence:

· A quotation from a book

· Data from an experiment

· Observations of some kind

Details of the Paragraph development

· Evidence (a quotation)

· Context (Interpretation in your own words with justification “It means …”)

· Comment (your deduction “So, …”)
Practice

 1. In search of evidence: text analysis.

 2. Paragraph development 1
 3. Paragraph development 2

 4. Paragraph development 3

 5. Paragraph development 4

Home assignment:
Develop one paragraph of the main part to a chosen title. 

Step 4. Summarising. Writing abstracts. Avoiding plagiarism

Summarising means being able to state clearly and briefly the key ideas or thrust of an argument. The summary should be in your own words, with the acknowledgement of the source.  If you summarise in the exact words of the original without acknowledging the writer, or fail to name the source, this is plagiarism. (Extended Writing and Research Skills, p. 17)
Stages in writing a summary
· Identify the main points
· Make notes

· Write a summary based on your notes

 (Extended Writing and Research Skills, p. 19)

Practice

Read the texts on pp. 19-21. 

Identify the key points in each. 

Prepare notes. 

Write summaries based on your notes.

Writing abstracts

An abstract is a form of summary. It summarises the contents of an academic text, a journal article or an oral presentation.

(Extended Writing and Research Skills, p.45)

An abstract summarises the main idea of a text. It is included at the beginning of pieces of extended writing, or if you are going to give an oral presentation based on your project.
Practice. What do these abstracts include?

· Main idea.

· Details.

· Results (Evaluation).

A sample abstract (for a presentation)

Presentation title: ‘Practical tips for academic writing in diverse contexts’

The purpose of this talk is to share experience of academic writing skills development at tertiary level. The presenter will focus on developing essay writing skills for IELTS exam (the analytical type of essay) and  extended essays in cognate subject areas.

A brief overview of students’ difficulties in obtaining the necessary skills in a Russian context will be given. 

A sample summary (to the same title)

The purpose of this talk is to share the experience of academic writing skills development in teaching English to students of economics at a Russian university. 

Academic writing (the most difficult skill to obtain)  is looked at as ‘a logical arrangement of discourse forms in the context of the paragraph’ or from the point of view of the functional-product approach. The attention in teaching this skill is basically given to organisation of writing, its structure, cohesion, various grammatical aspects and academic style.)

In this talk we will focus on the development of students’ logic of thinking and structuring the text of two kinds: an IELTS exam analytical type (1st-year students) and a research essay.

The biggest difficulties for students in writing IELTS exam essays are text structure, argument development and word limit (over- or underlength). In this talk we will briefly analyse all of these on an example of two essay titles (1 – IELTS type and 2 macroeconomic issue of unemployment).

Writing a research essay (an extended type) is an even more challenging task for students and the biggest problem is again the text structure (particularly, the introduction and paragraph development). Some advice on how to write a successful introduction and develop the main part will be offered. A sample essay on a sociological problem written by one of the 2nd year students will be analysed. Some typical mistakes that make an unsuccessful essay will be discussed at the end of the talk.

What is plagiarism?

The word derives from a Latin word meaning ‘thief’. It is a form of academic theft.

Forms of plagiarism:

· word-for-word copying of large sections of another writer’s material and claiming it is your own work

· Shorter lines and phrases, with minor modifications in the pretence that they are your own ideas.

(Extended Writing and Research Skills, p. 42)

Possible results of plagiarism

In a foreign cultural system such misconduct can ruin (damage) your academic career and chances of getting a job.

Practice

Extended Writing and Research Skills, pp. 43-44, ex. 2.2.

How can plagiarism be avoided?

Do not cheat. Always acknowledge the source.

Home assignment:
Develop an abstract and a summary as part of your Speaker Proposal for a conference to a chosen title in your subject area.

Step 5. Essay structure: Conclusion. Definitions. Exemplification
Features of Conclusion (Extended Writing and Research Skills, p. 59):

· A logical conclusion that is evident from the development of the idea in your essay.

· A brief summary of the main ideas in the essay

· Comments on these ideas

· Predictions for future developments of the topic

· Mention of further research that might be required

· Limitations of the work covered by your essay

Practice

Extended Writing and Research Skills, p. 60
Conclusion 2

Conclusion 3

Conclusion 4

The language of conclusions

The structure of conclusions

· Summary

· Summary of argument

· Thesis restatement

· Limitations

· Further research

Practice
Conclusion 1

Conclusion 2

Conclusion 3

Conclusion 4

Definitions
In academic writing definitions occur in two situations:

· In introductions, to clarify a word or phrase in the title.

· To explain a word or phrase which may be either very technical, or with no widely agreed meaning.
 How is a definition formed?

A word + category + details + use

e.g. An assignment is a ‘piece of work that a student is asked to do’ (Longman Exams Dictionary, p. 76.)
Exemplification
An example is ‘a specific fact, idea, person, or thing that is used to explain or support a general idea, or to show what is typical of a larger group’ (Longman Exams Dictionary, p. 509).
There 5 ways to exemplify correctly in English:

1. For example,

2. For instance,

3. A good illustration of this is …

4. such as

5. … is a case in point

Home assignment:
Write a conclusion to a selected title.

Step 6. Bibliography. Elements of writing: punctuation
Bibliograpy

1.A book – single author:
Bachman, L. (1990). Fundamental Considerations in Language Testing. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

2.A book – more than one author:
Alexander, O., Argent, S., & Spencer, J. (2008). EAP Essentials. A teacher’s guide to principles and practice. Reading: Garnet Publishing Ltd.

3.A journal article:
Millward-Sadler, A., Casey, A., & Tatzl, D. (2011). A study of Engineering students’ learning preferences: A multiple intelligences approach. Professional and Academic English.  Journal of the English for Specific Purposes Special Interest Group, 37, 8–15.

4.A section or chapter of a book:
Velikaya, E. (2008). Developing students’ academic skills in a Russian context. In M. Krzanowski (Ed.) Current Developments in English for Academic, Specific and Occupational Purposes (pp. 267-273). Reading: Garnet Publishing Ltd.

5.An Internet site:
Huh, C. (1967). Banking system developments in the four Asian tigers. Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco Economic letter, 97-122. Retrieved April 8, 2009, from www.fsbsf.org/econrsrch/wklyltr/el97-22.html.

 Punctuation

1.Combining sentences use:

‘And’ to combine similar ideas

‘Or’ to show the choice

‘But’ to combine opposite ideas

‘So’ to show the result

A comma before the conjunction should be used to separate the two parts of the sentence.

2.An adverbial modifier of place:
e.g. In the library, I was able to find some books that will be useful to me.

Or

e.g. I was able to find, in the library, some books that will be useful to me. 

(similarly, In this chapter …, In my report, …)

3.Restrictive word, phrase, sentence
Essential information:
e.g. All the books that I need for my essay I have found in the reading room.

Non-restrictive word, phrase, sentence

Not essential information:
e.g. The leaflets, which ought to be at the entrance to the Hall, can be useful to you.

3.Clauses with ‘if’, ‘when’, ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘until’, ‘while’

When these words come first in a sentence, there is a comma.

e.g. If you know the answer, put up your hand.
But

e.g. Put up your hand if you know the answer.

Quotation marks (single):
e.g. ‘I don’t know what to think about him,’ she said thoughtfully. ‘He is so unreliable.’

Long quotes:
If a quotation is longer that 3 lines, it forms a separate paragraph which is indented.

Home assignment:
Prepare a bibliography for your essay.

Приложение
Introduction 1.

Task: Outline key ideas of any one major sociologist and consider how his work can be applied to any aspect of contemporary life in your society.

Title: Marx’s Theory of Conflict and its application to explain the current economic crisis.

During the development and evolution of sociology – that is, from the time when the brightest minds of  Enlightenment began to view society as a unique structure and August Compte coined the term “Sociology” till nowadays when numerous sociological theories compete with each other – there appeared many outstanding thinkers, who supplied sociology with various bright ideas. Max Weber, Emile Durkheim, Talcott Parsons, George Mead, Karl Marx – all of them are well-known scientists, who considerably influenced sociology. This essay will deal with Karl Marx, as his ideas are not only interesting, profound and unique, but they had greatly influenced the development of many countries (such as USSR, China, Cuba). What problem connected with Marx exists now is that he lived quite long ago and his theories may not be up-to-date. Many sociologists ask themselves - all this load of material, written by Marx - is it of any use for modern society? In other words, can Marx’s theories and ideas be applied nowadays or not? The aim of the current essay is to discuss this problem and find out, whether Marx’s theories are applicable to explain the aspects of modern society or not. However, it is impossible to deal with all Marx’s theories and all social aspects in one essay. Therefore, as an example, only Marx’s theory of conflict will be discussed in its application to explain the current economic crisis.  To conduct a discussion, it is essential to outline the key concepts of Marx, connected with his conflict theory, namely: Economic Determinism, Dialectical Materialism, superstructure and infrastructure, class struggle, exploitation, antagonistic nature of society. This essay will include the analysis of key passages from such important Marx’s works as “The contribution to the critique of political economy” , “The Communist Manifesto” and “ The Capital”. However, a problem will certainly arise in understanding Marx’s ideas: “Marx had the fortune, or misfortune, to live a century ago. He gave no answers for the questions we are asking today. We can give those answers for him, but they are our answers, but not his.”(Aron, 1965). The only reasonable way to solve this problem is, firstly, to rely on authentic Marx’s texts and, secondly, to analyse the most coherent, logical and respectable interpretations of Marx, namely the opinions of: Rosemary Gosling, Dominic Rubin, Raymond Aron, Lee, Newby, Cuff, Sharrock. 

In order to understand the ideas of Marx, it is reasonable to describe, who were these ideas influenced by. Aron (1965) writes that: “Marx’s thought is traditionally explained as the conjunction of three influences, and it was Engels himself who named them as decisive: German philosophy, English economists and French history”. From Adam Smith and David Ricardo, who were the main economists of English Enlightenment  he took the idea of the division of labour and the idea of economic rent, from which he derived his own theory of surplus value and of exploitation, which is a necessary part of conflict theory. From French history Marx borrowed the idea of class struggle, which was developed and extended by him to explain the antagonistic nature of society. Finally a German philosopher Georg Hegel was the one who profoundly influenced Marx. Marx took the Hegelian ideas of historical dialectics and of self-realization of history. Marx’s idea of how conflicts drive society is correlated with Hegelian dialectics, which itself states that there is constant contradiction in history, driving it further. The influence of Hegel is considered by many thinkers to be crucially important, therefore it will be further explained how Marx changed and modified Hegelian ideas.

(Dmitry Storcheus)

Introduction 2.

“Economic growth is not the most important factor to consider when measuring the development of a country. How far would you agree with this statement?”

A country is akin to an organism: its well-being is of the greatest significance. However, its full development cannot happen by itself and can only be the result of well-coordinated work of its various constituent parts, great efforts made in the right direction. This goal is not so easy to achieve since appropriate and effective measures which develop a country become possible only due to timely identification of its “diseases”, and the difficulty lies in the fact that it is impossible to judge the condition of any organism without defining criteria which would indicate the dynamics, upon which the decision-making process could be based. That is why the question of what factors can identify the development of a country viz the improvement in human welfare, the quality of life and social wellbeing is of such importance. Only provided that the diagnosis is correctly made, then there is hope for subsequent recovery and increasingly, the fulfilment of the desired goal. However, there is no one universal answer to this question. Many outstanding people of the past as well as of the present have made their own suggestions: Karl Marx, who claimed that it is the type of class relations that provide the knowledge about a country’s development (Communist Manifesto, 1848) or Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Science winner (1981) James Tobin and William Nordhaus, who even created a measure for this purpose called ‘net economic welfare’ are cases in point. Nevertheless, in this essay consideration will be given to such a factor as economic growth which is the increase in the total value of goods and services produced and its position in the hierarchy of factors which should be considered when measuring the development of a country.

(Anfisa Loboyko)

Introduction 3.
“Economic growth is not the most important factor to consider when measuring the development of a country. How far would you agree with this statement?”

Under country’s development people usually understand the improvement in human welfare, quality of life and social well-being. People’s desire to live a good life full of happiness and prosperity is essential, thus, almost all countries seek for a high level of development. The question of how to measure the level of development i.e. the degree of prosperity and flourish of the country becomes of great importance, since if we understand the factors that influence our development, we would be able to direct our policy to the growth of the factor’s indices and achieve the sacred goal of the humanity. In modern world there are about 195 countries each of which is sorted to one of three groups (developed, developing or 3rd world countries) according to their level of development. One of the indices on which experts rely when considering to which group the country belongs to is economic growth which is measured as a ratio of an increase in the total value of goods and services produced in the economy to the country’s population reflected in the GDP per capita indicator – an economic parameter, obviously. However, it is not the only factor evaluating the level of development since it looks at the progress solely from the technological point of view without taking into account its social component. Thus, literacy rates, life expectancy, poverty rates, environmental quality, freedom and social justice should also be considered to ensure the sustainable development – a development which would meet the needs of the present generations without compromising the ability of our progeny. The issue of this essay is to show that there is a vast number of factors besides economic growth which determine the development of the country and therefore the latter cannot be regarded as most important.

(Arseniy Loboyko)

Introduction 4.
‘Economic growth is not the most important factor to consider when measuring the development of a country. How far would you agree with this statement?’

Starting from the times of ancient Egyptian and Greek civilizations, economic growth was considered to be one of the major indicators of the country’s development. The wealthier was the country, the more powerful it became. Economic performance started to play even more important role nowadays, in the age of economic rationality, when every person got acquainted with concepts of GDP, or Gross Domestic Product, unemployment level and inflation rate. One can even argue that Marx’s prophecies about economic determinism of society have come true, as practically all aspects of our modern life are determined by economy. In spite of this fact, some critics of such point of view argue that economic indices cannot fully represent the development of the country. Indeed, there are a large number of other aspects of life of our society, whose significance and importance cannot be omitted. Therefore, this issue is highly disputable and is very important for deciding whether people should keep on pursuing economic growth or concentrate on other aspects of life. The aim of current essay is to find out to what extent such economic approach to development of the country is right. The essay will also try to argue with ubiquitous economic rationality and Marx’s concept of economic determinism and prove that along with economy there are other major factors that determine the development of society. In order to do so, some of Talcott Parsons’ arguments and ideas will be applied. Parsons made an immense contribution to sociology and introduced such concepts as AGIL model and moving equilibrium, which will be necessary for understanding him. Thus, this essay will present two opposing views on the significance of the economy. The essay will start with the introduction of some ideas of Adam Smith, who is considered to be the founder of the economic discipline. The essay will then consider Marx’s theory of economic determinism and will continue with Parsons’ point of view on the issue. 

(Nickolay Menteshashvili)

Main part paragraph development 1.
The first idea is that of materialism, to explain in, a paragraph from Marx will be quoted:

In the social production which men carry on they enter into definite relations that are indispensable and independent of their will; these relations of production correspond to a definite stage of development of their material powers of production. The sum total of these relations of production constitutes the economic structure of society – the real foundation on which rise legal and political superstructures and to which correspond definite forms of social consciousness. The mode of production in material life determines the general character of the social, political and spiritual processes of life. It is not the consciousness of men which determines their existence, but, on the contrary, their social existence determines their consciousness. (Marx (1859)“A contribution to the critique of political economy”, preface)

A number of clear thoughts, proposed by Marx, can be inferred from this passage.

First, with reference to Raymond Aron, the economic base of each society is clearly seen, it is comprised of the forces and relations of production and is called “infrastructure”. The forces of production are “the ways that goods are made in each epoch”, the relations of production are “ownership and non-ownership of productive forces, the nature of the relationships between the major cases, the economic roles that are allowed by the state” (Gosling, 2005). There also exists so called “superstructure”, which consists of legal, political, moral institutions and different forms of human consciousness. The division of society into infrastructure and superstructure constitutes Marx’s ontological contribution to sociology. Consequently, a question arises, why is this division important in Marx’s sociology and how can it help to understand the nature of society? Marx believes that infrastructure completely determines the superstructure. To put it simply, what people think is determined by their economic relations. This idea is the route of Marx’s materialism, which answers the most basic question of what comes first – spirit or matter? The philosophical answer to this question is that matter creates spirit, but not otherwise; the sociological answer is that economy determines consciousness, but not reversely. This idea of materialism is important in conflict theory, because it explains that economy is the social basis. Thus, if a conflict is influential and significant for society, it certainly must have its source in the social basis.
(Dmitry Storcheus)

Paragraph development 2.
In order to show that economic growth is not the most important factor in measuring country’s development some extracts from Kegley will be quoted:

‘In 1990, Mahbud ul Haq, a famous social scientist,  constructed … a Human Development Index (HDI) to measure … citizens well-being… The HDI seeks to capture as many aspects of human development as possible. It measures three dimensions of human welfare – living a long and healthy life, being educated, and having a decent standard of living. The HDI is a more comprehensive measure than a per capita income and has an advantage of directing attention from material possessions toward human needs. Income is only a means of human development, not an end. In fact, if not managed high consumption can produce inequalities and poverty… The HDI can give a more complete picture of a country’s development than can income alone highlight the importance of policies that translate wealth into human development. In particular, well designed public policy and provision of services by governments, local communities and civil society can advance human development even without high levels of income or economic growth.’ [Charles W. Kegley, 2009]

A number of clear thoughts may be inferred from this extract. A change in per capita GDP is too simplistic a measure of development, particularly because it does not indicate whether the growth was shared by a majority of population or was concentrated in an elite group. That is why HDI places a great importance on fiscal variables such as the measure of the government’s size, strength, and capacity of intervention in the economic and social climate, since right redistribution of income and use of government power can have even a greater influence on country’s development than economic growth. Education aims to develop our skills and knowledge to make informed decisions for the benefit of ourselves and others and act according to these decisions, thus also allowing for the sustainable development of the country.

So, the main determinants of country's development are standard of living, education, and long and healthy life. In fact, economic growth directly represents only the first of them. However, it indirectly represents education level as well, since latter contributes to the economic growth parameter in the way that it increases human capital which leads to a higher labor productivity. With higher productivity workers will produce more which will be captured by GDP indicator. Therefore, we can say that GDP per capita as a measure of country’s development unites in itself two of three most important determinants of the development. 

           (Arseniy Loboyko)
Paragraph development 3.

First of all, it should be pointed out that the rise of economic rationality began a long time before Marx, in the eighteenth century, due to the pioneer of political economics Adam Smith, whose influence on Marx’s conceptions cannot be denied. He is often regarded to be one of the founders of the term ‘homo economicus’. As he wrote in his famous book ‘Wealth of Nations’: ‘It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker that we expect our dinner, but from their regard to their own interest.’ (Smith, 2003:119). In other words he presented people as rational and self-interested creatures, who care only about their own economic welfare. ‘The butcher, the brewer and the baker’ indeed care firstly about their own prosperity and do their work in order to earn money and provide for their families. Thus, Adam Smith pointed out that all people pursue only their personal well being, but, nevertheless, by doing so, they make economy work efficiently and, consequently, develop the society. Competition and intention to earn more in order to satisfy infinite wants make people work as much as they can, using most productive technologies and most efficient instruments. Therefore, from Adam Smith’s point of view, trying to achieve personal economic welfare, people maximize the wealth of society. Consequently, it is quite logical that the development of the country should be mainly determined by economic well being of its citizens. 

Adam Smith’s work had a great impact on other great thinkers, and one of the most famous economists and sociologists Karl Marx was not an exception. As he wrote in his well known book ‘Das Kapital’:

Men enter into <…> relations of production which correspond to a definite stage of development of their material productive forces. The sum total of these relations of production constitutes the economic structure of society, the real foundation on which raises a legal and political superstructure <…>. The mode of production of material life conditions the social, political and intellectual life process in general. (Marx, 2000:452)

Thus, Marx distinguished between economic base or structure of society and what he called the ‘superstructure’. The base can be represented as the aggregate of people’s productive activities and ‘relations of production’, and in Marx’s theory it is mainly characterized by forces and social relations of production, which constitute the so called “modes of production”. In Karl Marx’s opinion, this economic base influenced and could actually determine other aspects of our life, such as government, law, politics, religion, art, literature, philosophy, science, to which he referred as the superstructure of human society. This is one of the most important points in Marx’s philosophy. In spite of the fact that he fiercely criticized the capitalistic society of his time, he considered economy and economic relations to be the determining foundation of other spheres of life. Marx argued that due to technological improvements forces and means of production were constantly developing, accelerating the economic growth. It, in turn, promoted new relations of production and changed the mode of production, affecting all other aspects of life and accelerating society’s development. Therefore, according to Marx’s arguments, development of human society is not just tightly connected to economic growth, it is actually fully determined by society’s economic state. 

(Nickolay Menteshashvili)
Paragraph development 4.

First of all, it is important to understand that interviewers themselves suggest not to include in the resume or not to speak on the interview only about academic skills and the high degree of the diploma from one of the world’s best universities. As Emma-Anne Millard, a New-York campus recruiter of the PwC company, says in the article about job interviews at Pricewaterhouse Coopers in the “On Campus” PwC’s student magazine: 


“Academic strength is a staple characteristic across the board. We look for students to showcase their diversity and personality. Students shouldn’t underestimate the activities they’re involved in <…>. For example, a student may think that being a member of the karaoke club is not resume worthy, but to a potential employer it demonstrates that you are comfortable in front of a crowd and could have public-speaking potential. <…>. Highlighting leadership experience, <…>  will set student apart.” (Millard, 2011: 3)

 In other words, Emma-Anne suggests that it is important to have skills that will make an applicant individual and diversify him from other applicants in a good way. Even if the applicant thinks that the activity he was involved in will be of no importance it is still crucially important to mention them. For example, almost all USA presidents, Bill Gates were members of various fraternities when they were in the universities. This fact is widely known for recruiters, but most of the applicants omit this part in their interviews which make them worse-off. Therefore, In Emma Millard’s opinion, it will significantly lower the chances of interviewer’s success and can result in losing the opportunity to get a good job.

          (Egor Krivosheya)
Conclusion 1.
To sum up, the concepts proposed by Marx which can be used to explain the economic crisis are: Economic Determinism, Dialectical Materialism, superstructure and infrastructure, class struggle, exploitation, antagonistic nature of society. The essay has shown that Marx’s Theory of Conflict is applicable to the explanation of the current economic crisis due to the following reasons: first, it gives a structural explanation; second, it sees the source of the crisis in infrastructure; third, it can view the crisis as an expression of exploitation and fourth – Marx’s idea of surplus value can explain the cause of the crisis. However, the application of this theory is very limited, because: first, it is difficult to prove that modern enterprises are exploitators themselves; second, a contradiction between forces and relations of production can hardly be seen in modern society; third, Marx’s ideas need to be modified in correspondence with modern social circumstances. It is necessary to mention that this essay is only a very brief summary of Marx, his ideas are so complicated and profound that they need research on a higher level. What can be done further to answer the question raised in the introduction is to discuss applications of Theory of Conflict to other modern conflicts and summarize the outcomes.

(Dmitry Storcheus)

Conclusion 2.
To sum up, there are a lot of determinants which influence country’s development among which are: economic growth, life expectancy, literacy rates and education, poverty rates, environmental quality, freedom and social justice and etc. The essay has shown that economic growth may not be considered as the most important factor in determination of the country’s development. Even though this index implicitly includes many of parameters mentioned above, it fails to take into account the following aspects of development: first, income distribution – a country with high GDP per capita may still have unequal distribution; second, political variable, high index of which shows that economy works in the interest of the majority; third, environmental quality – an important aspect vital for the sustainable development of the country. These factors are not less important than economic growth since the same country may be categorized as developed when using GDP per capita and developing when using HDI index – an index that includes in its analysis political and some other variables. Obviously, the current methods of estimating country’s development are far from ideal because they fail to determine the exact factors which are relevant to the development and assess their exposure to it. What can be done further in order to find these determinants  to conduct a deep analysis of historical data, find correlations of different factors with the level of the development and summarize. 

(Arseniy Loboyko)

Conclusion 3.

To sum up, the topic discussed in the essay is very interesting and controversial. Many famous thinkers attempted to answer the question whether economic growth was actually the main indicator when measuring society’s development. And while some of them, like Marx and Smith, underlined immense significance of economy in our life, others, like Parsons, argued that economy was only one of many vital aspects of every society’s life and that economic growth alone could not guarantee stable development of human society. This essay has presented both points of view, summarized opposing theories of famous researchers and attempted to prove that, though economy is extremely important for society’s development, it is just one of the major factors. It is necessary to mention that this essay is only a small part of research that can be done on this topic, as the issue can be considered from various aspects, including economic, political and sociological ones. What can be done further to find the solution to the problem raised in the introduction is to analyze the relationship between economic growth and the development of society from all possible aspects, including not only sociological theories, but also economic models and statistical data.

(Nickolay Menteshashvili)

Conclusion 4.

To sum up, the problem of whether or not sociology is a science raised a lot of debates among scholars. The majority of famous sociologists, whose claims were based on different concepts, tried to present their own view regarding this question. This essay showed that sociology can be considered as an academic discipline that ought to be treated in the corresponding way. Sociology can and must be viewed as a science due to the following reasons: first, the method of empirical investigation of both August Comte and Emile Durkheim can be applied to investigate various social phenomena and facts and may be verified in the contemporary life; second, the analysis of people’s actions in society proposed by Max Weber is a commonly used method of tracking the development processes of societies and social interaction between people at the micro-level. These claims can be used as a strong counterargument to the claims that sociology is not an academic discipline proposed, for instance, by Karl Marx, who considered it as rubbish and a non-science. Although, it is only a brief overview of the ideas and theories proposed by the most famous sociologists, there are so many complicated opinions of both modern and past scholars regarding this question that they need to be investigated with more profound and deliberate research. What can be done further in order to find a more precise and justified answer in regard to the question of whether or not sociology can be considered as a science is to analyze not only works of the most famous researchers but also of the contemporaries and to investigate in a more explicit way the ideas of the greatest sociologists mentioned in this essay.

             (Egor Krivosheya)
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Sociology is similar to the debates: every person connected to it has his own point of view concerning different subjects which he can in most cases justify. In other words, every person acts to some extent subjectively, that is not detached from his personal feelings, to concepts or ideas described in the sociological discipline. However, this raises a problem since it becomes not easy to decide whether sociology is a collection of subjective ideas regarding different social issues or a formal academic discipline that ought to be studied as natural sciences such as biology or physics. It is crucially important to identify the essence of sociological discipline since depending on it different approaches to studying and analyzing it shall be used. Although, the term science must be defined in order to understand which criteria for the choice and justification of the possible solutions to this problem shall be applied. A science is a systematic action that results in a verifiable knowledge about reality. Therefore, in order to justify the claim that sociology is an academic discipline or to refute it the question of whether or not sociology provides verifiable knowledge about reality must be answered. However, there is no unique consensus achieved by sociologists regarding this problem since people connected to sociology have different basis for their justification, which are ontological and epistemological assumptions of their researches or theories. There are numerous examples of sociologists who develop their answers to the question of whether or not sociology is a science. For instance, Margaret Thatcher, who claimed in the interview to the Woman’s Own magazine that ‘there is no such thing as society’ (Keay, 1987, p. 9) that means that she fully denied the subject of sociology stating that there cannot be any scientific part in this discipline, or Marxists, who regarded sociology as a rubbish and, therefore, claimed that no objective knowledge connected to it can be retrieved and that sociology cannot be considered and studied as an academic discipline such as psychology or chemistry. This essay, however, will be devoted to giving support to the claim that sociological knowledge can be considered as verified knowledge about reality and justifying that sociology can be considered as a science.

First of all, the opinion of one of the most influential sociologists of the Enlightenment period Emile Durkheim shall be discussed. He was the first sociologist who succeeded in establishment of sociology as an academic discipline through defining social facts. As philosopher and contemporary of Durkheim Lucien Levy-Bruhl noted in his book ‘History of Modern Philosophy in France’:

‘Durkheim <…> endeavored to treat the facts of moral life after the method used in the positive sciences - that is <…> to find out in what way they are capable of becoming objects of scientific study, and to this end, to discover in them some objective element which will admit of exact determination or <…> of measurement. If the definition of the "social fact" was sufficiently exact, the greatest difficulty would be overcome and social science could then progress rapidly.’ (Levy-Bruhl, 1899, p. 464)

In this passage, Lucien Levy-Bruhl tried to show that Durkheim succeeded in identifying social facts as the main object of the sociological study.  In order to do that Durkheim proved that there are two important features of social facts that are the idea that they are external, in other words, experienced not by one person but by a group of people, and constraining, that is limiting our actions. Apart from that, Durkheim claimed that social facts shall be explained. However, this explanation can only be valid if it is made through other social facts. Therefore, as was noticed by Lucien Levy-Bruhl, in the opinion of Durkheim, only in case when facts of the social life are defined through the methods of empirical investigation of other social facts sociology can be named a science.


However, Emile Durkheim was not the only sociologist who identified sociology as a science. One of the scholars who had a similar opinion as Durkheim regarding the question of whether or not sociology can be considered as a science was a founding father of sociology August Comte. The famous book ‘Sociology’ of James Fulcher and John Scott states that he ‘presented science as the study of observable phenomena. The scientist must make direct observations of those things that are of interest, <…> investigating the order in which they occurred.’ (Fulcher & Scott, 2003, p. 25). Thus, Comte claimed that empirical methods can be applied to studying sociology which belongs to the view of positivism, which is one of sociological schools evolved from empiricism. Therefore, the ideas of Durkheim and August Comte regarding the proof that sociology is a science are similar. Moreover, he developed an idea that society, the key subject of sociology, in his opinion, can be viewed as an aggregate of complex parts that function together in order to maintain stability and harmonize its being. In other words, society is regarded by Comte as a sophisticated system functioning similar to an organism of people. Therefore, the observations that are mentioned by Fulcher and Scott shall be aimed at the investigation of the components of this system, which is society. Hence, in the opinion of August Comte the role of sociology that determines it as a science is an investigation of the processes occurring in different parts of the complex system in which people live and interact or, in other words, society.


Apart from that, one of the most well-known interpretivists Max Weber also claimed that sociology is an academic discipline. However, his opinion regarding this question was different from that of Emile Durkheim or August Comte. Criticizing their claims in the ‘Sociological Writings’ Weber develops his own theory: 


‘It has continually been assumed as obvious that the science of sociology seeks to formulate type concepts and generalized uniformities of empirical process. <…> It has already been repeatedly stressed that this aim <…> formulates rational processes. But sociological investigation attempts to include in its scope various irrational phenomena. <…> In all cases, rational or irrational, sociological analysis both abstracts from reality and at the same time helps us to understand it, in that it shows with what degree of approximation a concrete historical phenomenon can be subsumed under one or more of these concepts. <…> In order to give a precise meaning to <…> terms, it is necessary for the sociologist to formulate pure ideal types of the corresponding forms of action which in each case involve the highest possible degree of logical integration <…>. Theoretical analysis in the field of sociology is possible only in terms of such pure types.’ (Weber, 1994, p. 245)

In other words, Weber tries to prove the idea that sociology is a science based on his concept of ideal types, which is a knowledge formed by a detachment from all features of an object of investigation except one. Therefore, the ideal type forms scientific knowledge about a particular object that determines its essence. This starting point for defining sociology as a science is different from the empirical methods chosen by positivists. The main reason for that was the fact that in the sociological theories of Max Weber a concept of social actions plays a crucially important part. He defined four types of action: value-rational, which is based on moral values regarding other people; instrumentally rational, that is concerned only with the maximization of utility of one particular person; affective, which is based on emotions; and traditional, based on the customs and habits of people. Therefore, in order to obtain any theoretical knowledge about sociology, in the opinion of Weber, a researcher must investigate the ideal type of one of the classifications of actions constructed upon people’s behavior. 


To sum up, the problem of whether or not sociology is a science raised a lot of debates among scholars. The majority of famous sociologists, whose claims were based on different concepts, tried to present their own view regarding this question. This essay showed that sociology can be considered as an academic discipline that ought to be treated in the corresponding way. Sociology can and must be viewed as a science due to the following reasons: first, the method of empirical investigation of both August Comte and Emile Durkheim can be applied to investigate various social phenomena and facts and may be verified in the contemporary life; second, the analysis of people’s actions in society proposed by Max Weber is a commonly used method of tracking the development processes of societies and social interaction between people at the micro-level. These claims can be used as a strong counterargument to the claims that sociology is not an academic discipline proposed, for instance, by Karl Marx, who considered it as rubbish and a non-science. Although, it is only a brief overview of the ideas and theories proposed by the most famous sociologists, there are so many complicated opinions of both modern and past scholars regarding this question that they need to be investigated with more profound and deliberate research. What can be done further in order to find a more precise and justified answer in regard to the question of whether or not sociology can be considered as a science is to analyze not only works of the most famous researchers but also of the contemporaries and to investigate in a more explicit way the ideas of the greatest sociologists mentioned in this essay.
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Is Sociology a Science?

To answer it, ones need to define, what is “sociology” and 

“science”, thus to make everything clear. Sociology is a study of society, which uses empirical methods and critical analysis to develop knowledge about society. As an independent subject sociology was first identified by Augustus Comte, french philosopher of science, only in 1838. Science, how it is defined today, is aggregation of knowledge, gathered through testable explanations, like experiments, and which covers truth about laws the studied subject follow. The notion of science in todays peoples mind is something very sophisticated, and is mostly used to describe natural sciences, like mathematics, chemistry, biology, physics. But there are other branches of science, not all sciences are natural. It should be said, that sociology has everything to be called “science” and be considered this way.

Proving sociology to be scientific is not an easy thing to do. Recalling the 

definition of science, it must include some laws, which the studied subject follows under certain conditions. Though society does not have any numerical limitations the range of it can be vague. Sociology is not about the individual, but about the society as an individual. As a science, it has to prove cause-and-effect relationship. For this purpose, sociology can use statistics. statistics, which is a data for sociology to work with, and make conclusions using logic and critical thinking, which are required in every science, there can be recalled other proofs for sociology being a science. Knowing how vague and ambiguous events can be, sociologists have to make assumptions about the society.

Science requires objective knowledge. And 

so thought Max Weber. He said, that sociological investigations require strict and very disciplined methods of getting inference from we what we observe. That may contradict him being an interpretivist, but it does not. He proposes that an individual or society are different and reflective, which means that they are created by their environment and values, and can not be examined as a soil in a particular region. All of this information has to be included in any research to get as objective data as possible. This may be a complication, which does not fully allow to call sociology a science.

One of the main questions in sociology is reliability of the data, and how do people prove, that they see is real. The problem is getting the data out of people, concerning some questions, that they might not want to share for many reasons, like answer can be not “socially acceptable”, or they do not want to deviate from the others in their answers or behavior.  Sociologists made a huge success in overcoming these problems, such as different methods of sampling, gathering data.

Anyway sociology should still count as a science, at least due to the mentioned above arguments. For the fact that we can establish causality provided strict and scientific reasoning, thus proving some social laws exist and “society” is bound by it. The methods developed by sociologists over time to study society more precise and trying to eliminate “human” bias had proved to be successful, and thus it is seen, that the data gathered more and more reflects reality and therefore is objective. 
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