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This article examines the origins and development of the public history 

movement in America. Special attention is paid to analysing ideas and ap-
proaches dominant at different stages of its development and identifying fac-
tors behind changes in major trends. It is shown that pubic history has under-
gone significant transformations abandoning the idea of professionalising 
non-academic history for that of collaborative structuring of the past by histo-
rians and the general public. 
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