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Chapter I

Petrine Baroque

(Epoch of Peter I the Great)
1682 -1725

& Emperor Peter I Alexeyevich Romanov, Peter the Great, 30 May
1672 - 28 January 1725

@arents: Alexey Mikfiaylovich Romanov, Natalya Kirillovna Naryshikina

Peter was the junior son of Tsar Alexey. In June 1682 his two sons —
Ivan and Peter were crowned tsars (the second Cap of Monomakh was
made for Peter and a double throne with a bench for ruler Sophiya was
produced). Since the automn of 1689 the independent reign of the two co-
Tsars began. After the death of his co-ruler Ivan V, Peter became autocrat
(1696).

The young Tsar led the Army in the Azov campaigns of 1695 and
1696, in the Northern War of 1700 — 1721, commanded the troops during
the capture of Noteburg (1702), in the battle near the village of Lesnaya
(1708) and the Poltava Battle (1709). On 27 May 1703 (16 May — Old
Style') on a small island called by the local Finnish-speaking people
Enisaari (i.e. Hare Island) Peter 1 laid the foundation stone of the fortress
that became the centre of a new city — Saint-Petersburg?, the future capital
of the State (1712) — in the delta of the Neva, where it flows into the Gulf

! The difference between the Old Style and the New Style comes from the difference of two
calendars: the Julian calendar and the Gregorian calendar. The Julian calendar was introduced
by Julius Caesar in Rome in 46 BC and fixed the normal year at 363 days from the beginning of
time. The Gregorian calendar has been used in the West since 1582 when Pope Gregory XIII
introduced it. This calendar is based on the Julian calendar but arranges 363 days of the year
from the birth of Christ. In the Julian calendar the year s 11 minutes 14 seconds longer that the
solar year, so that an extra day appears every 128 years; while in the Gregorian calendar the year
is only 26 seconds longer than the tropical year. On 24 January February 1918 the bol'sheviks
introduced the Gregorian calendar (in 20° cent. the difference between two calendars made 13
days). The Russian Orthodox Church still keeps to the Julian Calendar thus Russia celebrates
Christmas on 7 January, while people in Europe do it on 25 December.

2 Originally Saint-Petersburg was the name of the Fortress on the Hare Island (Cacr-
TutepGypx). The city was renamed three times: the original name given by Peter | was changed
in Petrograd in 1914, and in Leningrad in 1924. The name Saint-Petersburg was retumed to the
city in 1991.





