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Foreword

In Africa today, conflict situations are extremely diverse. Ethnic, religious and other
various tensions pervade life on the continent. The porous state relations make it
difficult for countries within continent to live in an egalitarian society. The political
landscape in Africa is so complex that it is difficult to know exactly what form of
government could stabilize the region. Many attempts have been made to create a
just situation on the African continent, but what we have seen suggests that the right
form of government for socially just governance remains to be found.

As difficult as it is to find one’s way through the jungle of African politics, the
two authors, Leonid Issaev and Andrey Zakharov, have not shied away from the
task of exploring the processes that shape Africa’s politics and society from a new
perspective.Aneffort has beenmade to look at a little-studied aspect of the continent’s
multifaceted political trends. The researchers’ approach has focused on the study of
federalism as a form of government, with a thorough analysis of its impact on the
history and society of the continent. To my knowledge, this phenomenon has not
yet been studied in such depth in this region, so I can confidently say that the work
sheds a thorough and new light on the local political and social system in Africa.
Federalism as a political process is not a frequently studied area of political history,
so scientific research certainly benefits from a multifaceted approach.

The authors seek to provide a thorough and an in-depth introduction to the concept
of federalism on the continent, using case studies to illustrate Africa’s major feder-
alism efforts. In the first part of the book, the research starts with the historical
(colonial) federalism of the region (Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Cameroon), while in
the second part the authors discuss the contemporary federalism (Nigeria, Ethiopia,
South Africa, the Comoros), while in the third and final part, the extreme cases of the
phenomenon (Somalia, and Mali) are discussed. In each of the chapters, the various
forms of the phenomenon are presented, in the course of which, in my opinion, a
thorough examination is made of the forms of political tendency. In their efforts,
Issaev and Zakharov have clearly endeavoured to research the phenomenon with
a thorough scientific rigour, and accordingly we are presented with a detailed and
scientifically supported work. In the course of their work, the authors do not seek to
prove the correctness of federalism, they only attempt to present the process through

v



vi Foreword

various examples and to outline a selection of its possible future forms. I think it can
be deduced from this that the authors take appropriate precautions in the complexity
of African political conditions, therefore they do not undertake to make quick judg-
ments on the subject, rather they examine the possible way of federalism and offer
the reader the options to decide for himself about Africa and federalism regarding
its fate. In my opinion, the case studies are interesting and illustrative, and they
try to explore the political peculiarities of the continent in terms of federalism as
thoroughly as possible. I believe that the two authors approached the work with
sufficient thoroughness and versatility, and faithfully present the African versions of
federalism.

In sum, I think the book can be recommended to academic and other readers inter-
ested in Africa, since inmy opinion, the work has very well and thoroughly examined
this previously little-researched area, which presents the continent’s political rela-
tions in a new light. The scientific research can also be called gap-filling, because it
examines African historical and political processes from a side that was not known
until now. In my opinion, the work gives a great impression of the complexity of
African conditions, and it also contains scientific novelties that can be incorporated
into the science of African studies in the future. Therefore, I can only recommend
the study of the book, which I believe will prove to be serious research in terms of
the proper systematization of African political relations.

July 2024 Prof. Dr. János Besenyő
Head of African Research Institute

of Óbuda University
Budapest, Hungary
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About This Book

This book examines the projects of administrative and territorial reconstruction in
Africa from independence till the present time. The rise of separatist sentiments
is among the most important problems, with which African continent faced in the
twenty-first century. Currently separatist movements with varying degrees of inten-
sity operate at least in 24 African countries. Around 25 movements and groups are
looking for independence and the same number for the greater autonomy. The weak
cohesion of African societies, predetermined by their ethnic, linguistic and religious
heterogeneity, makes Africa a priori predisposed to fragmentation and decentraliza-
tion. These processes and trends actualize the study of the mechanisms, forms and
models of decentralization practiced today in Africa. The subject of analysis can
be both federalist and unitary experiences of decentralization. The generalizations
made in the course of such an analysis can significantly enrich the current vision of
the development of the African continent and its future prospects.
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