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Series Editors' Preface

Heejung Chung (University of Kent, UK)
Alexandra Kaasch (University of Bielefeld, Germany)
Stefan Kiihner (Lingnan University, Hong Kong)

In a world that is rapidly changing, increasingly connected and uncertain,
there is a need to develop a shared applied policy analysis of welfare
regimes around the globe. Research in Comparative and Global Social Policy is
a series of books that addresses broad questions around how nation states
and transnational policy actors manage globally shared challenges. In so
doing, the book series includes a wide array of contributions, which discuss
comparative social policy history, development and reform within a broad
international context. The book series invites innovative research by leading
experts on all world-regions and global social policy actors and aims to fulfil
the following objectives: it encourages cross-disciplinary approaches that
develop theoretical frameworks reaching across individual world-regions and
global actors; it seeks to provide evidence-based good practice examples that
cross the bridge between academic research and practice; not least, it aims
to provide a platform in which a wide range of innovative methodological
approaches, may it be national case studies, larger-IN comparative studies, or
global social policy studies can be introduced to aid the evaluation, design
and implementation of future social policies.

The edited collection by Ilcheong Yi, Alexandra Kaasch and Kelly Stetter
makes an excellent contribution to our series. It sheds light on innovative
solutions, new approaches and novel experiences in the Global South —
while posing the question what it means to be novel or transformative. More
specifically, this book asks where to look for new inspiration in social policy
making, and what actors or factors to study. The selection of case studies
reflects an encompassing take on social problems and global crises to which
social policies respond using a wide range of different countries in different
world-regions that are not frequently explored in the study of social policy.
Taken together, these case studies, as well as the more conceptual chapters,
allow for a truly new and global perspective on what can be studied and
learned from countries of the Global South that goes way beyond “South-
to-South” learning and exchange.

The researchers and authors involved in this volume are heterogeneous
and spread across the globe. They are all renowned social policy scholars
and experts on various aspects of social policy development and they bring
unique insights in their specific country cases. In highlighting six specific
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trends, the contributors to this volume seek out innovative approaches by
not just looking for and commenting on common categories in social policy
research, but looking at countries of the Global South with interest and
curiosity in what new phenomena can be and must be observed, especially
when we go beyond the traditional Western-centric approaches of the welfare
state analysis. Through such perspectives the key roles of non-state actors,
the meanings of supranational social policies, and the active roles of informal
workers in shaping social policies, among other findings, are revealed. There
is also a close connection between public policies, development policies
and social policies explored in some of the chapters that give an idea about
alternative ways of studying and understanding contemporary social policies.

Another speciality of this book is how it connects the worlds of
international organizations with those of university researchers. In that
way, the contextualization and questions provided in this volume are
closely connected to the agendas of international social and development
policies, while drawing also on the conceptual and theoretical knowledge
of researchers from academia. On that basis, the conclusions drawn here are
also able to connect issues of promising social policy reform (connected to
policy advice) with more nuanced ways to do research on social policies in
a global context. Finally, this book contributes to one of our book series’
goals of decolonizing academia by going beyond the stories and perspectives
of the Global North and Western European countries. This edition provides
more evidence to show how providing space and elevating diverse voices and
cases in the study of social policy allows us a better understanding of global
challenges and potential solutions, enhancing academic knowledge overall.

We are very pleased to have this book in our series, and we hope you
enjoy reading it.

viii
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