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Globalization, climate change, and increased geopolitical competition 
are having a profound impact on the Arctic, affecting how we understand 
both sovereignty and security within the region. In Breaking Through, a 
diverse group of emerging and established scholars investigate Arctic  
sovereignty and security, rarely examined together, and present a theo-
retically robust study of Arctic sovereignty and security in both historical 
and contemporary contexts.

Throughout the volume, readers will discover fresh perspectives on 
under-studied dimensions of Arctic sovereignty, including environmen-
tal changes, foreign and security policies, and how Indigenous peoples 
interact to produce different meanings of sovereignty and security in the 
Arctic. Drawing on extensive primary and secondary research, Breaking 
Through offers important and timely conclusions for policymakers, advo-
cates, scholars, and students.

wilfrid greaves is an assistant professor of international relations at the 
University of Victoria.

p. whitney lackenbauer is the Canada Research Chair (Tier 1) in the 
Study of the Canadian North and a professor in the School for the Study 
of Canada at Trent University.



This page intentionally left blank 



Breaking Through

Understanding Sovereignty and Security  
in the Circumpolar Arctic

EDITED BY WILFRID GREAVES AND  
P. WHITNEY LACKENBAUER

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO PRESS
Toronto Buffalo London



 

 ©  University of Toronto Press 2021
Toronto Buffalo London
utorontopress.com
Printed in the U.S.A.

ISBN 978-1-4875-0486-1 (cloth) ISBN 978-1-4875-3105-8 (EPUB)
ISBN 978-1-4875-2352-7 (paper) ISBN 978-1-4875-3104-1 (PDF)

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

Title: Breaking through : understanding sovereignty and security in the  
 circumpolar Arctic / edited by Wilfrid Greaves and P. Whitney Lackenbauer.
Other titles: Breaking through (2021).
Names: Greaves, Wilfrid, 1984–, editor. | Lackenbauer, P. Whitney, editor.
Description: Includes index.
Identifiers: Canadiana (print) 20200408720 | Canadiana (ebook) 20200409247 |  
 ISBN 9781487523527 (softcover) | ISBN 9781487504861 (hardcover) |  
 ISBN 9781487531058 (EPUB) | ISBN 9781487531041 (PDF)
Subjects: LCSH: Arctic regions – Strategic aspects. | LCSH: Arctic regions –  
 International status. | LCSH: Jurisdiction, Territorial – Arctic regions. |  
 LCSH: Arctic regions – Foreign relations. | LCSH: Sovereignty.
Classification: LCC UA880 .B74 2021 | DDC 355/.0330113 – dc23

This book has been published with the help of a grant from the Federation for 
the Humanities and Social Sciences, through the Awards to Scholarly Publications 
Program, using funds provided by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada.

University of Toronto Press acknowledges the financial assistance to its 
publishing program of the Canada Council for the Arts and the Ontario Arts 
Council, an agency of the Government of Ontario.

https://utorontopress.com/us/

