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Appendix

The Federation Declaration of 5th June 1963

The following statement was issued in Nairobi on Wednesday, June 5,
1963 by the President of the Republic of Tanganyika, Dr. Julius K.
Nyerere; the Prime Minister of Uganda Dr. Milton A. Obote and the
Prime Minister of Kenya, Mr. Jomo Kenyatta:

“We the leaders of the people and Governments of East Africa assem-
bled in Nairobi on June 5, 1963, pledge ourselves to the political
federation of East Africa.

Our meeting today is motivated by the spirit of Pan-Africanism and not
by mere selfish Regional interests. We are nationalists and reject tribalism,
racialism or inward looking policies. We believe that the day of decision
has come and to all our people we say that there is no more room for
slogans and words. This is our day of action in the cause of the ideals
that we believe in and unity and freedom for which we have suffered and
sacrificed so much.

Within this spirit of Pan-Africanism and following the declaration of
African unity at the recent Addis Ababa conference practical steps should
be taken wherever possible to accelerate the achievement of our common
goal.

We believe that the East Africa Federation can be a practical step
towards the goal of Pan-African unity. We hope that our action will help

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive
license to Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2022
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to accelerate the efforts already being made by our brothers throughout
the Continent to achieve Pan-African unity.

We share a common past and are convinced of our common destinies.
We have a common history, culture and customs which make our unity

both logical and natural. Our futures are inevitably bound together by
the identical aspirations and hopes of our people and the need for similar
efforts in facing the tasks that lie ahead of each of our free nations.

In the past century the hand of Imperialism grasped the whole Conti-
nent and in this part of Africa our people found themselves included
together in what Colonialists styled “The British sphere of influence”. Now
that we are once again free or are on the point of regaining our freedom
we believe the time has come to consolidate our unity and provide it with
a constitutional basis.

For some years we have worked together in the PAFMECA4 where
we have accepted common objectives and ideas and created the essential
spirit of unity between ourselves and among our people. We are happy
that with KANU’s5 victory in the last Kenya elections we now have in
the three East Africa countries Governments which are fully committed to
genuine African nationalism and Pan-African unity.

For 40 Years the imperialists and local settler minorities tried to impose
political federation upon us. Our people rightly resisted these attempts.
Federation at that time would quickly have led to one thing—a vast white
dominated dominion.

The East Africa High commission and its successor the Common
Services Organization have taught us the value of links in the economic
field. Indeed it was the recognition of the value of these connections which
led the two fully independent members to agree to continue participa-
tion after they had achieved their freedom. In many practical ways we
already are co-operating—in scientific research, in communications and
in postal services. An important factor in view of our determination to

4 The Pan-African Freedom Movement of East and Central Africa (PAFMECA) is a
pan-African political organization that was created to campaign for the independence of
East and Central Africa (and subsequently South Africa) from the colonial rule. It was
established on September 16–18, 1958 in Tanganyika, incl. on the initiative of J. Nyerere
(author’s note).

5 KANU (Kenya African National Union) is a political party in Kenya, founded in 1960
(author’s note).
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achieve Federation is the existence of shared currency: a leading aspect
of economic working together is the functioning of the E.A. Common
Market.

Thus the value of working together has been adequately demonstrated
in the E.A.C.S.O. and in the Common Market but the scope for further
joint action remains wide. Economic planning, Maximum utilization of
manpower and our other resources, the establishment of a Central Bank
and common defence programnıe and foreign and diplomatic representa-
tion are areas in which we need to work together. Such approach would
provide greater coordination and savings in both scarce capital, facilities
for training and manpower. What is more we would have a total ’ popula-
tion of some 25 million people—a formidable force and a vast market to
influence economic development at home, attract greater investment and
enhance our prestige and influence abroad.

The movement towards popular Government and Independence in our
various countries of recent years has brought forward the issue of truly
popular Governments in each country and removes fears of minority or
settler domination under Federation.

We believe a political Federation of East Africa is desired by our peoples.
There is throughout East Africa a great urge for unity and an appreciation
of the significance of Federation.

We are aware that local and territorial factors have to be taken into
account. We firmly believe that ways can be devised of overcoming any
fears and surmounting such difficulties. Special attention will be paid to the
accommodation of relevant territorial interests in drawing up the constitu-
tion of the East African Federation. We believe, in fact, that some of these
territorial problems can be solved in the context of such an East African
Federation.

As already mentioned we have some basis for joint endeavor in the
political as well as in the economic spheres. The Common Services
authority was conceived as a body for this purpose although up to now its
functioning is greatly hampered partly by the sharing of Kenya representa-
tion on the Authority but largely by lack of central political direction. The
various Ministerial committees and Central Legislative Assembly, especially
since it become properly representative have demonstrated the need for
such direction.

We are convinced that the time has now come to create such central
political authority.

Having stated our aims we wish now to announce the steps we are
taking to achieve the implementation of these aims.
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A working Party is being established which will prepare a framework
for a draft constitution for the Federation of East Africa. It will report
back to a full Conference of East African Governments. In its work it will
consult with the three Governments and with their consent may co-opt
constitutional or other experts. The E.A.C.S.O. will be associated with
these deliberations.

In the third week of August a full scale Conference will be convened
to consider the proposals of the Working Party.

At this point we must express our happiness at the victory of KANU in
the Kenya elections. While welcoming the results of the Kenya elections,
we must declare most strongly our opposition to any attempt to delay the
country’s achievement of Independence any longer. The ruling party has
a clear mandate for Independence and we must regard it as an unfriendly
act if Britain uses the pretext of some minority interest or other to prevent
Kenya joining the free nations at the earliest possible moment. We are
closely involved in this matter now since a hold-up in Kenya’s advance to
Independence will hinder the achievement of Federation to which we are
committed. The three Governments, having agreed to the establishment
of a Federation this year, expect the British Government to grant Kenya’s
Independence immediately.

Although Zanzibar is not represented at this conference we must
make it clear that country is invited to participate fully in our plans for
Federation.

As soon as Zanzibar has held its elections next month its Government
will be invited to take part in the functioning of the Working Party and
of any other body which may be set up as a result of our plans to build a
Federation.

We reiterate that our plans for the Federation of East Africa are the
logical promotion of the spirit of Pan-African unity and wish to make it,
therefore, clear that any of our other neighbours may in future join this
Federation.”
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