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IN MEMORIAM:
PROF. DR. NIKOLAI N. SELEZNYOV

(18 May 1971 — 13 May 2021)
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ITo n3BrBaM MOCKBBI, 110 3aBEPTHSM €€ Oe3HaeKHBIM

YpA-TO TEHB NpOJIETaNa B OTYATHBH HEXHOM
E.1IL

It is with great sorrow that we learned that our dear friend and
colleague Nikolai Nikolaevich Seleznyov passed away in
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Moscow on Thursday, 13 May 2021, five days before his fiftieth
birthday, as a result of the complications caused by Covid-19.

Nikolai Seleznyov was born in Moscow in the year 1971. His
formative years fell in the period of Perestroika when the Soviet
society began to open to the West as well as to recover its own
repressed intellectual and spiritual past. He was a part of the
generation that welcomed this change and, like many others,
turned to the Russian Orthodox Church in search of spiritual
guidance and a place to apply his intellectual abilities. Nikolai’s
first steps on the way to higher education were made in St.
Philaret’s Orthodox Christian Institute, where he studied
during the early nineties and where he obtained a bachelor’s
degree in theology in 1996. Afterwards, he continued his studies
in the secular framework, in the Russian State University for the
Humanities, where in 2006 he obtained the degree of candidate
of historical sciences, with a dissertation on the Christological
paradox in the history of theological controversies among
Syriac Christians. After that, he worked without interruption as
a research fellow faculty member at the Institute for Oriental
and Classical Studies (first affiliated with the Russian State
University for the Humanities, and later on with HSE
University, Moscow), where on June 4, 2020 he defended with
distinction his Doctor of Sciences dissertation, entitled The
Majalis of Elias of Nisibis (975-1046) in the Context of
Interconfessional Relations as Reflected in the Literary Culture of
the Medieval Middle East.

Important as these institutional frameworks are, they can
hardly do justice for explaining intellectual evolution of Nikolai,
who was always very much the cat who walked by himself,
wherever his intellectual curiosity led him. It was during the
formative years of the early nineties that Nikolai became
seriously interested in the rich history and culture of Syriac
Christianity, especially in the theological tradition of the
Church of the East. True to his life-long principle of going to the
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original sources of whichever cultural tradition that he would
turn his attention to, he mastered the Classical Syriac language,
helped by a member of the clergy of the Assyrian diaspora in
Moscow. Nikolai’s deep immersion into the living tradition of
the Church of the East has born rich academic fruits, as he had
published three monographs (in Russian) on its history and
theology even before completion of his candidate dissertation.

While during the Soviet period Syriac studies continued to
exist, like water under the ice, for the reasons of strict
censorship they were limited mostly to historical and cultural
aspects. Nikolai was one of the first scholars in the post-Soviet
Russia, to resume the study of the beating heart of Syriac
Christianity, its theological and spiritual heritage. Even more
important is that he succeeded in walking through this often
contested terrain in a non-partisan manner, carefully avoiding
confessional constrains and pitfalls. Intellectual honesty
enabled him to re-examine such a controversial figure as
Nestorius and to present a holistic picture of the development
of the Christology of the Church of the East, successfully
avoiding the blinkers of the Byzantine or any other orthodoxy.

Nikolai became a pioneer in the field of Syriac studies in
Russian in more than one way. Thus, his engagement with
Syriac sources, often unpublished, made him pay a most serious
attention to textological work, which culminated in the
publication in 2014 of a critical edition of the Explanation of the
Mysteries, a versified liturgical commentary by the East Syrian
theologian Yohannan Bar Z6'b1. Accidentally, it became the first
book-length critical edition of an unpublished Syriac text made
in Russian by a Russian scholar.

Having delved deeply into the literary world of Syriac
Christians during the Middle Ages, Nikolai soon discovered that
to be able to appreciate this tradition in all its complexity one
cannot do without proper knowledge of the Arabic language.
He has applied himself ardently to the task and mastered Arabic
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to the extent of being able to work with manuscripts, including
those written in Garshuni. As a result, he published a number
of articles and books on various Christian Arabic authors, Syriac
as well as Coptic, including Russian translations of such texts as
the Disputation with the Caliph al-Mahdi by Timothy I, and parts
of the Blessed Collection by al-Makin ibn al-‘Amid, and a critical
edition and Russian and English translations of the Book on the
Concordance of Faith by al-Arfadi.

Although his fascination with the world of the Christian
Orient never waned, scholarly curiosity led Nikolai beyond its
confines, driving him to expand his academic horizons to
include the world of Islam. His guiding insight in that regard
was that the amazing flourishing of Syriac Christian culture
during the so-called Syriac Renaissance, was conditioned by the
intellectual openness and ecumenical spirit of the Islamic
“republic of letters”. His major contribution to the study of
Arabic Christianity in its relation to Islam, was the critical
edition of the Book of Sessions by Elias of Nisibis and Vizier Aba
1-Qasim al-Magribi. In his doctoral dissertation, based on this
edition, Nikolai presented this work masterfully combining his
text-critical ~ skills with a broad-scope analysis of
interconfessional relations in the Islamicate world.

Already in his dissertation Nikolai has laid ground for
embarking on the next stage of his Morgenlandfahrt, leaving the
Christian shores and venturing further East, to explore the field
that he himself called “Islamobuddhica,” an intellectual
meeting place of the two world religions. One of the first fruits
of his deep interest in these contacts became the article on the
use of Devatasiitra in the portrayal of Buddha and Buddhism by
the famous Ilkhanid historiographer Rasid al-Din, in which an
edition of the Arabic text and its Russian translation are offered.

It was at this promising point that Nikolai’s journey has been
suddenly and cruelly cut short. His untimely departure has left
a gaping hole in the ranks of the Russian scholars of the
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Christian Orient. His expertise in Syriac and Arabic Christianity
was crucial for the development of a unique undergraduate
program on Christian Orient that starts at the Institute for
Oriental and Classical Studies this year. An active member of
Hugoye and NASCAS mailing lists, Nikolai has helped many
colleagues and friends across the globe with bibliography and
expert advice. A child of the Soviet book scarcity, he believed
that fruits of scholarship should be freely available to all people
and was always ready to help fellow scholars and anyone
interested in the subject with access to books and articles.
Together with Grigory Kessel, he published annual
bibliographic surveys of Russian publications in the field of
Syriac and Christian Arabic Studies, helping to familiarize
western colleagues with Russian scholarship on these subjects.’

Nikolai was a loving son, who cared for his mother till the last
moment. In a tragic turn of events, he survived her by only a few
days, having been thus spared from the agony of learning that
she had passed away, after the long struggle with a serious
illness, complicated by Covid-19.

He will be greatly missed by his colleagues and students in
Moscow and throughout the world. We, your friends, wish that
your journey will continue even when you have passed beyond
the pale of this world, to the land of the Fabulous Gryphon.
Memory eternal! Beunas namsrs!

' See Scrinium 2 (2006), 481-487; 4 (2008), 394-402; Hugoye 13:1 (2010), 108~
117;16:1 (2013) 134-155; 17:1 (2014), 132-140; 18:1 (2015), 125-145; 19:1 (2016 ), 247-
257; 2011 (2017), 317-331; 211 (2018), 127-141; 2211 (2019), 295-305; 23:1 (2020),
181-191; 24:1 (2021), 299-316.
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axymenuueckuti mpaxmam [The “Book on the Concordance of
Faith”: A Medieval Oriental Christian Ecumenical Treatise]. M.:

I'pudosn, 2018.
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Knuza cobecedosanuti Hauu, mumponoauma Hucusuna, ¢ gesupom
A6y-a-Kacumom an-Xycaiinom ubn ‘Aau an-Mazpubu u Ilocaanue
mumponoauma Hauu eesupy A6y-1-Kacumy [Elias, Metropolitan
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Boawebnas zopa. 2005. T. 11. C. 72-76.

Hecropuii u ero anosnorust «Kuwvra I'epaxinga» /| Peauzuogedenue.
2006. Ne 3. C. 16-27.

Crapoo6psigusr XVIII B. u «acupckue xpucruane» fAmonum [/
Boawebnas zopa. 2006. T. 12. C. 181-186.

Hecropuii. Kuura I'epaxinga [lamacckoro (usbpanHoe). Ilep. ¢ cup.
/| Boawebrnas zopa. 2006. T. 12. C. 66-82.

The Church of the East & Its Theology: History of Studies // Orientalia
Christiana Periodica. 2008. Vol. 74. P. 115-131.

Wmsa Hecropus Kak CHUMBOJI U BOIpPOC €ro IOYUTAaHUA B
BOCTOYHOCUPHUMCKON Tpasuimu xpucrtuaHcrea [/ Cumsoa.

HKypraa xpucmuanckoii kyavmypot. 2009. T. 55. C. 257-286.

Katosnukoc-Ilarpuapx Llepksu Bocroka Map Wus III u ero «Cioso
Ha mpasgHuk PoxzecrBa Xpucrosa». Ilep. ¢ apa6. // Cumsoa.
Hypraa xpucmuanckoii kyavmypet. 2009. T. 55. C. 389-395.

Nestorius of Constantinople: Condemnation, Suppression,
Veneration; With Special Reference to the Role of His Name in
East-Syriac Christianity // journal of Eastern Christian Studies.
2010. Vol. 62. No. 3-4. P. 165-190. doi

«[locranve o eguHCTBE» 0AargaJCKOro MeJbKHTA B COCTaBe

aHnuKIonesuueckoro «Ceoga» apabosseraroro xonra XIII Bexa
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/] T'ocydapcmeo, peauzus, uepxoss 8 Poccuu u 3a py6escom. 2010. N
3. C. 151-156.

Bocrounocupuiickuii aBrop pyb6emxa XII-XIII BB. — Moxaunan Bap

30'6u — u ero npostor K «McroskoBanuro Taun» [/ Touku. 2010. T.

9. N 3-4. C. 9-48.

3amagHOCUPUNUCKUN KHIDKHUK W3 Apdasa U HepyCalTuMCKUI
mutponosut LlepkBu Boctoka. «Kuura oGujHOCTH BEphI» U ee
pyKoIMCHas pepakuusa Ha Kapurynu [/ Cumeon. Kypnaa
xpucmuarckoii kyavmypet. 2010. T. 58. C. 34-87.

CpeagHeBexoBoe  couMHeHHe O  KOH(eccHAX  CHPHIMCKOTro
XPUCTHAHCTBA U €ro HCII0Jb30BaHHE B PYCCKOH IIePKOBHO-
ucropudeckoir Hayke [/ Becmmuukx Pyccroili xpucmuarckoil
gymanumapHoi axademuu. 2010. T. 11. Ne 3. C. 28-38.

XpucruaHe B CBOZHOM TPYZe CTyKallero MaMIIOKCKON KaHI|eIPUH:
an-KaskamaHay o XpUCTUAHCTBE M €r0 OCHOBHBIX KOH(ecCHsX /
ITep. c apad. // Cumsoa. JKypHaa xpucmuarckoii KyAsmypbl. 2010.
T. 58. C. 386-402.

«Konrckuil ucTopuk» — NOTOMOK BbIxoAua us Tukpura: Air-MaxkuH

u6H an-‘Amug u ero «Mcropusi» [/ Touxu. 2011. T. 10. Ne 1-2. C. 45-
53

«MeNbKUTBD» B apabo-MyCy/IbMaHCKOM TPaJUIIMOHHOM

penurnoBegennu /[ Touxu. 2011. T. 10. Ne 3-4. C. 27-38.

Hecropuanckuii puocod B konrckoit kamxaocty: M6oH at-Taitiin6
B nnepeckase M6u an-Accans // Hemopus gpunocogpuu. 2011. Ne 16.
C. 265-280.

Cupo-TaseCTUHCKas MeJbKUTCKAsA TPAAUIIUA: HICTOPHsS 00peTeH s U
yTpaThl KyJbTypHOTO cBoeobOpasusa [/ Becmmuux PITY. Cepus:
Bocmorosedenue. Agppuxanucmuxa. 2011. N 2. C. 221-231.

CounHeHue CpeHEBEKOBOTO CHpHﬁCKOI‘O KHUIKHHKA B II€pecKa3e

apabosA3bIYHOTO0 KONTa-9HUMKIoneaucTa | | Becmuux PITY. Cepus:
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Hcemopus | Studia classica et mediaevalia. 2011. T. 76. Ne 14. C. 266-
279.

N6H Xasm o BoroBomiomeHnu U KOH(ECCHOHATBHOM [ieIEHUH B
xpucruaHctBe [/ Hcemopuxo-gpunocogpcxuii excezodnux. 2012. T.
2011. C. 313-329.

HHrepnperauyy IPOMCXOXAEHUSA HAa3BaHUA  «AKOBUTBI» Y
CpeAHEeBEKOBBIX apabosI3bIYHbIX ETUIIETCKUX aBTOPOB /[ Becrmuux
PITY. Cepus: Bocmoxosedenue. Appuxanucmuxa. 2012. T. 100. N°
20. C. 153-168.

Upaxkmuit u HMmotiaB II: Bocrounslii smu3om B uCTOpUU
«9KYMEHHYECKOr0» IIPOEKTa BU3aHTMHMCKOrO uMIeparopa //
Cumeson. JKypnan xpucmuarckoii kyasmypst. 2012. T. 61. C. 28o-
300.

Ot ¢paHKOB 10 HyOHilLEB: apabOA3BIYHBIA KONTCKUI KHIMKHUK 00
0C0OEHHOCTAX XPUCTHAHCKUX cO001LIecTB (10 pykonucu Mingana
Chr. Arab. 71) // Peauzuosedenue. 2012. Ne 1. C. 7-15.

CpeaHeBeKoBbIH ~ BOCTOYHOXPUCTHMAHCKMM  3KyMEHM3M  Kak
CJIeZiCTBUE MCJIAMCKOTO YHUBepcanuaMma /| Puaocogekuii scypran.
2012. T. 8. Ne 1. C. 77-85.

XpucrnaHnckue coolmjectBa Ha BocToke 10 CBHAETENBCTBY
Jleonxapra Paysosbda // Touku. 2012. T. 11. N° 1-4. C. 415-424.

XpoHuka wiam ucropudyeckuil pomas? llapcrBoBaHue 3uHOHaA U
coObiTus Ha Bocroke mo «BsarocsioBeHHOMy coOpaHMIO» ail-
MaxiHa u6H an-‘Amnga // B ku.: Aeternitas. Cooprux cmameii no
epexo-pumckomy u xpucmuarckoymy Eeunmy. M.: Ilentp
erunrtosioruu PAH, 2012. C. 120-148.

XynaitH nOH Hcxak B «CBoZie 0cHOB pesmmrun» Ajn-My'ramana uOH
an-‘Accans || Boawebnas zopa. 2012. T. XVI. C. 34-41.
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Franks and Eastern Christian Communities: A Survey of their Beliefs
and Customs by an Arabic-Speaking Coptic Author (MS Mingana
Chr. Arab. 71) // Christian Orient. 2013. Vol. 12. No. 6. P. 150-161.

Jacobs and Jacobites: The Syrian origins of the name and its Egyptian
Arabic interpretations // Scrinium. 2013. Vol. 9. P. 382-398.

Uspeuenust ¢uiocodor Hag rpobom Asekcangpa Benmkoro mo
«Hcropun» an-Makiua ubH an-‘Aminga /| Hemopus gurocogpuu.
2013. N0 18. C. 248-267.

(with 10.B. ®ypman) Or ancdasura A0 NPUYMHBI BCEX IPHYMH:
Moxanuan 6ap 30°61 — BOCTOYHOCHPUICKMIT aBTOP MOHTOJIBCKOI
9IOXU M ero TpakTarsl B ctuxax // B ku.: Institutionis Conditori:
Have Cepeeesury Cmuprosy | Cocr.: H. I1. I'punnep, M. A. PycaHos,
H. I0. Yanucosa, JI. E. Koran, I'. C. Crapoctun. M. : U3g-so PITY,
2013.

CpenHeBexoBas HecTOpUaHcKad sHUMKIoneaus «bamma» (Kitab al-
magdal) 06 «ocraBnenuu obpesanus» (tark al-hitana) // B km.:
Hydauxa u Oubaeucmuxa: Mamepuaast Bmopoil escezo0Hol
KoHgheperyuu no uydauxe u gocmoxosedenuto Bun. 2: Tpydwt no
uydauxe. CII6.: IlerepOyprckuit MHCTUTYT HyAauky, 2013. C. 158-
166.

ITapcrBoBanue wumneparopa AHacracuss 1o «biarocioBeHHOMY
cobpanuto» an-MakuHa ubH an-‘Amuza // Peauzuosedenue. 2013.
Ne 1, C. 50-59.

«Elias Geveri of Damascus» in Russian Studies of Church History: A
Witness to the Two-Finger Sign of the Cross in a Medieval Treatise
on Denominations of Syrian Christianity // Scrinium. 2013. Vol. g.
P. 366-381.

The Laments of the Philosophers over Alexander the Great according
to The Blessed Compendium of al-Makin ibn al-‘Amid // Scrinium.
2014. Vol. 10. P. 97-14.
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«These stones shall be for a memorial»: A discussion of the abolition
of circumcision in the Kitab al-Magdal // Scrinium. 2014. Vol. 10. P.
115-148.

An-Makun n6H an-‘Amug, o Moucee Kpurckom // B ku.: Hydauka u
apameucmuxa. COOPHUK  HAYYHbIX cmamel HA  OCHOGe
mamepuanos Tpemveil excezo00H0l KoHpepenyuu no uydauke u
gocmoxkosederuto Boin. 3. CI16.: AHOO «IletepOyprckuii MHCTUTYT
UyAauKn», 2014. C. 151-161.

CeMb KaHOHOB M [eBATb 3HaMeHMi: BepoyuuTeinpnas dacTb
nuTyprdeckoit moamel Hoxannana Bap 30‘6u «Mcronkosanue
taud» [/ B kH.. Miscellanea Orientalia  Christiana.
Bocmounoxpucmuarckoe pasnoobpasue | Cocr.: H. H. Cene3nes,
10. H. Apxanos. M. : [IpoGen — 2000, 2014. C. 92-127.

Passio secundum Ibn al-Akfani: yuenue xprucrranckux koHeccuii o
KPECTHBIX CTPaZlaHUAX B TPaJULIMOHHOM apabo-MyCylIbMaHCKOM
penurnoBegsenuu [/ B xu.: Miscellanea Orientalia Christiana.
Bocmounoxpucmuarckoe pasnoobpasue | Cocr.: H. H. Cene3Hes,
0. H. Ap:xanos. M.: IIpo6es — 2000, 2014. C. 348-358.

«For they ascend to three madahib as their roots»: An Arabic
Medieval Treatise on Denominations of Syrian Christianity // B
KH.: «PaccbinanHoe» u «cobpanHoe»: cmpamesuu OpeaHu3ayuu
CMbLCA08020 NPOCIMPAHCMBA 8 APabO-MYCYAbMAHCKOU KYAbMYpe.
M.: 000 «Cagpa», 2015. P. 122-135.

Hcropusa skymenusma: 3aObiTelii panHuit aran // Iocydapcmeso,
peauzus, uepxoss 8 Poccuu u 3a pybescom. 2015. T. 33. Ne 2. C. 161-
181

AnonoreTH4eCKMH  aclleKT CpeZHEeBEKOBOIO  HECTOPHAHCKOTO
sHLIMKIONeanYecKoro counHenus «bamusa» (Kitab al-magdal) na
npuMepe riaas o jo68u (al-mahabba) u uncrore (at-tahara) //
Becmnux PITY. Cepus: Hcmopusa. Quaonozus. Kyasmypoaozus.
Bocmoxosederue. 2015. N 3. C. 9-20.
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«M60 wux Ilucanme moBeseBaer...»: YerBepras Oeceza Wiuy,
murponosura Hucusuna, u Besupa AGy-n1-Kacuma an-Marpu6u //
Becmnux  Canxm-Ilemep6ypeckozo ynusepcumema. Cepus 9.
Qunonozus. Bocmoxosedenue. JKyprarucmuxa. 2015. Ne 4. C. 57-65.

Husoii, I'maronamuit u Hespumsrit: becega Wamu, murponosnaura
Hucusuna, u Besupa A6y-i1-Kacuma an-Marpu6u o eanHo60:xuu
u TponyHoctH /| Boawebnas eopa. 2016. T. 17. C. 129-144.

Apam u CioBo: Bropoe cobecegoBanne Winu Hucusnuckoro u AGy-
sa-Kacuma an-Marpu6u // B ku.: HemounuxosedeHue KyAbmypHbix
mpaduyuii Bocmoxa: 2e6paucmuxa — IAAUHUCIUKA — CUPOL02USL —
caasucmuxa. Cooprux nHayunsix cmameii. CI16.: IlerepOyprcxuit
MHCTUTYT UyJaukH, 2016. C. 261-276.

«XoTsa 1 He 00s13aTeJIBHO JJIsI MEHsI TO, uTo npuBeseHo B Kopane, s
BBIBEly W3 HEro [OKasareabCcTBO»: Tperpsi Gecepa Miuw,
murponosura Hucusuna, u Besupa AGy-n1-Kacuma an-Marpu6u //
B ku.: Ya evam veda... Kmo max 3uaem... [lamamu Baadumupa
Huronaesuua Pomanosa | T. 61: Orientalia et Classica. M.: U3a-Bo
PITY, 2016. C. 349-363.

OcHoBBI XPUCTUAHCKO-MYCY/IbMaHCKUX OTHOIIEHUH o
cBugerensctBy «CobecemoBanuii» Mimn HucuBuHckoro u
Besupa AGy-n1-Kacuma an-Marpubu // Hemopuueckuii eecmHux.
2017. Ne 20. C. 294-307.

JxaBxap B MyCy/JIbMaHCKO-XpPUCTHMaHCKOM guasore o Tsopue: Wius
Hucusunckuii, A6y-1-Kacum an-Marpu6u, U6H Xasm // B k.
«Paccoinarnnoe» u «cobpanHoe»: KOZHUMUBHbLE NpUembl apado-

mycyavmarnckoii kyasmypst. M.: 000 «Cazpar, 2017. C. 549-560.

«M BcemucaA Bb Hbl»: Boroscesenue (al-hulil) B mycymsmancko-
xpuctranckoM guanore. Wnns Hucusuackuit u A6y-i-Kacum aj-
Marpu6#n /| Xpucmuancxuii sgocmox. T. 8 (14). CI16.: UsgarenbcTBo
l'ocypapcrBenHoro dpmMuTaka, 2017. C. 297-312.
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Antunyzeiickaa  mosemuxka B «CoGecepoBaHusax» My,
murponosura Hucusuna, u Besupa AGy-n1-Kacuma an-Marpu6u //
Tocydapcmeo, peauzus, yepkoss 8 Poccuu u 3a pybesxcom. 2018.T. 36.
Ne 2, C. 300-314.

Seven Sessions or Just a Letter? Observations on the Structure of the
Disputations between Elias, Metropolitan of Nisibis, and the Vizier
Abti1-Qasim al-Maghribi // Scrinium. 2018. Vol. 14. No. 1. P. 434-445.

Al-Makin ibn al-‘Am1d on Moses of Crete // Scrinium. 2019. Vol. 15. No.
1. P. 321-327.

Devatasiitra B apadckom «CoopHuke seronuceii» Paumy ag-/uxa //
Tocydapcmeo, peauzus, yepxoss 8 Poccuu u 3a pybexcom. 2020. T.
38. Ne 3. C. 237-254.



