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Introduction 
Mihail Mitrea 

Narratives of travel and mobility are found in various Byzantine literary 
genres, from pilgrims’ accounts to novels and letters. A less explored genre 
that couches a wide variety of stories of geographical and imagined mobil-
ity is hagiography. Although featuring somewhat marginally among the 
source material for the study of mobility in the Byzantine world, as one of 
the most prolifc genres of literature, hagiography repays scholarly inves-
tigation, especially when delving into its literary analysis. A close scrutiny 
reveals that mobility in hagiographical accounts carries various meanings, 
from symbolic implications of places and itineraries to overlooked paral-
lels to biblical models and unexplored relationships between geographical 
background and spiritual experiences. Moreover, mobility can be explored 
in light of the hagiographers’ narrative choices, the audiences’ horizon of 
expectations, and the wider context of Byzantine spirituality and monastic 
culture. 

Over the past decades, issues of mobility and circulation of individuals, 
objects, ideas, and beliefs in Byzantium and the wider Mediterranean have 
come into the focus of several conferences, research projects, and publica-
tions.1 To name just a few, the numerous academic events and publications 
of the Wittgenstein-Award project Mobility, Microstructures and Personal 
Agency in Byzantium, led by Claudia Rapp at the Austrian Academy of 
Sciences, explored the mobility of people, goods, and ideas within and 
beyond the Byzantine realm. More recently, Carolina Cupane’s research 
project on Enclosed and Secluded Places in Early and Middle Byzantine Hag-
iography, hosted by the same institution, aims to highlight the importance 
of places of confnement and seclusion for the spiritual development of holy 
men. The mobility of monks from East to West has been explored in the 
comprehensive volume Les mobilités monastiques en Orient et en Occident de 
l’Antiquité tardive au Moyen Âge (IVe–XVe siècle), edited by Olivier Delouis, 
Maria Mossakowska-Gaubert, and Annick Peters-Custot, which touches on 
topics such as regulations regarding mobility, monastic institutions, monas-
tic and cultural networks, women’s journeys, and specifc types of mobil-
ity. The forthcoming volume Sacred Mobilities in Byzantium and Beyond: 
People, Objects and Relics, edited by Veronica della Dora, Charalambos 

DOI: 10.4324/9781003299943-1 
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Dendrinos, Mark Guscin, and David John Williams, contributes to this 
line of research by investigating the role of the mobilities of objects, people, 
and relics in articulating religious narratives and shaping sacred spatialities. 
Similarly, Daniel Oltean’s project on Greek Palestinian Monks under Mus-
lim Rule: Adaptation, Migration, and Propaganda, 7th–11th Centuries at KU 
Leuven further dovetails this stream of research. 

Perhaps the frst to come to mind when thinking about monastic mobility 
are wandering or itinerant holy men and women, who willingly embraced 
travel as a way of life and particular path of achieving holiness. They 
received considerable scholarly attention, from Eleanor Duckett’s seminal 
book on The Wandering Saints of the Early Middle Ages and Élisabeth Mal-
amut’s Sur la route des saints byzantins to a dedicated chapter in Alice-Mary 
Talbot’s remarkable monograph, Varieties of Monastic Experience in Byz-
antium, 800–1453. However, travel was an integral part of the life course 
and spiritual journey of many other Byzantine monastics, who underwent 
temporary spells of mobility for various reasons (in pursuit of a personal, 
ecclesiastical, economic, or even political interest) and under different 
social and political circumstances, including foreign raids or invasions, 
which forcefully drove monks from their spiritual abodes.2 In addition to 
documenting the geographical mobility of their saintly heroes during their 
lifetime, saints’ lives also feature other forms of mobility, including pilgrim-
age to holy sites, such as the saints’ shrines, the posthumous movements of 
their bodies through the translation of their relics, processions, and vari-
ous forms of micromobility and imagined mobilities, which include dream 
visions of visits to shrines or visitations by the saints.3 

The road to assuming the monastic garment in Byzantium began almost 
invariably with a movement away from the familiar and a gesture of volun-
tary social renunciation and retreat from one’s family and patris.4 Moreo-
ver, those eager to advance their spiritual life and take on extraordinary 
struggles out of love for Christ moved away from coenobitic monasteries 
into remote and harsh environments in search of good places for askēsis, 
hēsychia, and communion with God.5 When the fame of their ascetic life-
style and miracle-making powers spread and drew in streams of visitors, 
they often journeyed on to safeguard their stillness, avoid distractions, and 
escape the spiritual dangers of pride, as was, for instance, the case of the 
renowned late-Byzantine holy men Sabas the Younger and Maximos Kau-
sokalybites. Other monks undertook overland journeys and sea voyages 
out of a desire to reach far-off sacred sites for veneration and prayer, espe-
cially in the Holy Land, or renowned relics or monastic centres, such as St 
Catherine’s Monastery in Sinai, as well as seek out spiritual edifcation and 
paideia from living holy persons. However, even in such cases, the coveted 
end point of their quest and journey of spiritual development was not one 
particular place, but the Kingdom of Heaven. Travels could vary by range 
from short commutes, as in the case of disciples who fetched food and other 
supplies from nearby monasteries for their masters, to long distance travel, 
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crossing multiple boundaries and covering thousands of kilometres, includ-
ing pilgrimage to the holy sites.6 

A brief tale from the Sayings of the Desert Fathers illustrates well the 
expectation that monks would disassociate themselves from the material 
world, shunning the comfort of a stable shelter: 

It was said of Abba Agathon that he spent a long time building a cell 
with his disciples. At last when it was fnished, they came to live there. 
Seeing something during the frst week which seemed to him harmful, 
he said to his disciples, ‘Get up, let us leave this place.’ But they were 
dismayed and replied, ‘If you had already decided to move, why have 
we taken so much trouble building the cell? People will be scandalized 
at us, and will say, “Look at them, moving again; what unstable peo-
ple!”’ He saw they were held back by timidity and so he said to them, 
‘If some are scandalized, others, on the contrary, will be much edifed 
and will say, “How blessed are they who go away for God’s sake, having 
no other care.” However, let him who wants to come, come; as for me, I 
am going.’ Then they prostrated themselves to the ground and besought 
him to allow them to go with him.7 

This anecdote conveys the ideal of monastic xeniteia, i.e., willingly assuming 
the condition of a stranger in the world – echoing the Epistle to the Hebrews 
(11:13, 13:14) –, seeking detachment from it and renouncing the comforts 
of stability through self-imposed exile.8 Saints’ lives often portray mobility 
as a strategy pursued by monastics for spiritual advancement, to test their 
ascetic discipline, triumph over adversities, overcome forces of nature or 
foes, and hone in their miracle-making powers and ascetic virtues. Travel 
also afforded holy men the opportunity to fulfl social functions, such as 
performing miracles or charity, and establish ties to and strengthen the 
faith of communities they would later protect as patron saints. Additionally, 
monastics travelled for a host of other economic, cultural, or missionary 
purposes, connected to the needs of their monasteries. In this process, they 
contributed to the spread and circulation of ideas, knowledge, and beliefs.9 

Moreover, holy men triggered mobility around them, with people seeking 
their protection and help in curing diseases during their lifetime or posthu-
mously at their shrines, asking for advice and spiritual guidance, and, in the 
case of powerful fgures, even seeking to gain spiritual capital by associating 
with them.10 

Despite the benefts travel could bring to the spiritual development of a 
monastic and the legitimate spiritual reasons that could prompt it, there 
was an inherent tension between monasticism and geographical mobility. 
Several Byzantine monastic foundation documents (typika) and church can-
nons discouraged or heavily regulated travel and mobility, even from one 
monastery to another. This was in accordance with the ideal of stabilitas 
loci, which held that monks should remain for life within the confnes of the 
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monastery in which they took monastic vows.11 In addition to the physical 
dangers facing any layman, such as robbery, enslavement, and even loss of 
life at the hands of brigands, pirates, or due to warfare in general, travel 
exposed monks to additional hazards, especially of a spiritual nature. The 
road could be rife with temptations of various origins, threatening to dis-
rupt inner peace. Consequently, vagrant monks, who willingly gave up the 
sedentary life, stability, hierarchy, and order of a coenobitic monastery, were 
often regarded as inconsistent, erratic, disobedient, or lacking self-control 
and integrity. They could even be suspected of being thieves, criminals, or 
spies, as was the case of Sabas the Younger, during his sojourn in Cyprus.12 

Therefore, itinerant monks often faced hostility from the part of the people 
and authorities in the cities and villages they visited. 

Notwithstanding the idealised rhetoric of stabilitas loci and formal con-
straints imposed on it, mobility was an integral part of monastic trajec-
tory, be it as a practical means of adapting to the circumstances of daily 
life or a deliberate strategy in one’s spiritual journey towards perfection. 
Recent research has pointed out that even holy men perceived as com-
paratively static, such as stylites, would move in space and challenge 
spatial boundaries. As Georgia Frank underlines, stylites could soar, 
roam, and hover above their pillars, as well as leave them to undertake 
physical and celestial journeys.13 Similarly, Myrto Veikou points out how 
St Lazaros of Mount Galesion’s multiple relocations were employed as a 
narrative strategy in the construction of his identity as a holy man and 
pillar ascetic.14 Other, less obvious, forms of mobility include imagined 
mobility (in dreams or visions) and a vast range of bodily movements, 
gestures, and postures captured under the canopy of micromobility (prox-
emics and kinesics).15 Furthermore, the hagiographical representation 
of travel and mobility is closely linked to the concept of memory. The 
space in which holy men moved is interwoven with the memory of the 
local community to which it provides a representation of its past, and, in 
these terms, it conveys the community’s social values. Travel and mobility 
create a specifc geographical space and imbue it with meaning insofar as 
identity and collective memories are embedded and organised through the 
perception of space.16 

Research into monastic mobility has also inquired into gender differences 
in this phenomenon. Given the lurking dangers involved in the process of 
travelling, as well as societal gender norms and expectations, women’s trav-
els were generally more limited in terms of range and frequency in com-
parison to those of men. Unlike monks, who would change monasteries 
more often or leave them in pursuit of spiritual progress and contact with 
the divine, nuns usually remained in the monastery where they had taken 
monastic vows.17 While decidedly more limited, hagiographical sources do 
offer valuable insights into various types of mobility that lay and monastic 
women undertook for different purposes, including tending to the needs of 
family members, especially children, seeking help at the retreat or tomb of 
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a holy man, joining a monastic community or pursuing a specifc ideal of 
sanctity.18 

Finally, the interaction between mobility and space has also been ana-
lysed through the lenses of the iconic image of space and hierotopy.19 Intro-
duced by Alexei Lidov and aimed at circumventing Mircea Eliade’s notions 
of ‘sacred space’ and ‘hierophany,’ the concept of hierotopy defnes the spec-
ifcity of human agency in its interaction with the transcendental world as 
acted through the combination of material texture, ritual performance, and 
topographic specifcity. For instance, in Byzantine thought, the icon was 
not a mere depiction on a fat surface but a form of pictorial creativity with 
a specifc spatial vision that emanated “from the depiction into the environ-
ment in front of it and existing between the picture and its beholder.”20 With 
regard to literary texts, including hagiography, the iconic perception of the 
world underwrites the descriptions of pilgrimages and sacred places (a relic, 
an icon, a monastery, or a church). 

This volume, Holiness on the Move: Mobility and Space in Byzantine Hag-
iography, explores the literary, religious, and social functions of monastic 
mobility in Byzantine hagiography, touching on aspects of space, narra-
tive, and identity. The contributions gathered here offer novel insights and 
perspectives on the importance of mobility in the literary construction of 
holiness in the Byzantine world and the wider medieval Mediterranean, 
the spatial dimension of sacred mobility, and the ways in which mobility is 
employed in the narrative construction of hagiographical texts. The volume 
thus contributes to a more nuanced understanding of the signifcance of 
mobility and space in Byzantine hagiographical accounts and religious cul-
ture and literature more broadly. As such, it joins the burgeoning research 
on sacred mobilities and will interest students and scholars of Byzantine 
and medieval literature, religion, and history, as well as a wider readership 
with an interest in the study of space and mobility. 

The ten chapters in this volume address different aspects of the nexus 
between holiness and mobility in Byzantine hagiographical accounts (with 
several insights drawn from homiletics and epistolography) and are meant 
to offer a selective and by no means comprehensive overview of the mul-
tifaceted nature of monastic mobility in Byzantium. They are grouped 
into three interconnected sections based on their primary thematic focus, 
namely (1) mobility and space: narratological approaches, (2) monastic mobil-
ity and identity, and (3) monastic mobility: experience and representation. In 
terms of geographical span, the case studies cover Constantinople and its 
hinterland, Asia Minor, mainland Greece, Trebizond, the Balkans, and 
southern Italy, and range chronologically from the end of the sixth to the 
fourteenth century. 

The frst three chapters relate to the so-called ‘spatial turn’21 and take a 
narratological approach to issues of space and mobility in Byzantine saints’ 
lives. They investigate how these concepts are embedded in and structure 
hagiographical accounts, looking at their forms and functions as narrative 
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devices. In “A saint in space: mobility and distance in the Life of Cyril Phile-
otes,” Margaret Mullett examines the space and mobility layers of Nich-
olas Kataskepenos’ hagiographical account (BHG 468) in honour of the 
late-eleventh-century “portmanteau” saint, Cyril Phileotes. Her analysis 
of the perceived, conceived, and lived space in the Life meticulously shows 
that, despite an apparent paucity of place names, which at frst sight would 
indicate a lack of attention to space and mobility from the part of the hag-
iographer, space is in fact more prevalent in the text than initially thought. 
Characters interact in and with space through mobility and movement. 
Mullett scrutinises in minute detail the less evident micromobility present 
in the vita, offering an inventory of the references to proxemics and kinesics. 
These include physical distance (intimate, personal, social, and public) to 
objects and people, relocations, stances, facial expressions, and gestures (of 
greeting, ascetic practices, resting, eating). Her analysis reveals the hagiog-
rapher’s concern with documenting movement in all its forms, as his hero’s 
range of mobility progressively reduces from the village of Philea where 
Cyril lived as a layman to his monastic cell at the Soter monastery. 

The following chapter, Florin Leonte’s “Space, narrative, and compo-
sitional structure: constructing authority in the Life of Lazaros of Mount 
Galesion (BHG 979),” investigates how spatial representations are employed 
to craft Lazaros’ identity as a saint and spiritual leader. Leonte argues that 
the account is structured along two dimensions (active/contemplative life) 
which are refected in the spaces constructed in the vita (outside and inside). 
They correspond to the two stages in Lazaros’ life: his travels prior to reach-
ing Galesion (the outside space) and his activity as a monastic founder on 
the mountain (the inside space). The description of the holy man’s travels 
to the Holy Land at the beginning of his monastic career is used to convey 
his quest for spiritual development and perfection. At the end of this ini-
tiation, in the second stage of his monastic life, Lazaros becomes a stylite 
and founds several thriving monastic communities on Mount Galesion. His 
mobility and spiritual ascent continue in this location, as he moves up the 
mountain with every pillar and new monastery he founds, in a process of 
“territorialisation.” As the chapter shows, in this last section of the vita, the 
hagiographer is concerned with establishing his hero’s identity and legiti-
macy as a spiritual guide and building his profle as a monastic leader. 

In “Boundaries of holiness: biography and narrative structure in John 
Xiphilinos’ Miracula and Passio of St Eugenios of Trebizond,” Mircea Duluș 
analyses the geographical distribution of miracles in Xiphilinos’ account, 
uncovering a spatial pattern of ordering the Miracula based on the origin of 
the benefciaries. The account relates frst miracles to the beneft of locals 
from the holy man’s patris of Trebizond, gradually progressing to people 
from more distant regions. Duluș argues that this spatial expansion is indic-
ative of the hagiographer’s intention to showcase the “ecumenical fame” of 
his hero and convey the reach of St Eugenios’ cult, which radiated beyond 
the local confnes of his homeland into the wider sacred topographies of the 
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Pontos. By tracing the contours of the saint’s cult, this collection of mira-
cles therefore conveys “the sacralization of space” and the irradiation of 
St Eugenios’ holiness from Trebizond. Moreover, the hagiographer’s pride 
in and attachment to his hero’s patris could indicate that he composed the 
account while away from Trebizond. As Duluș stresses, this argument places 
the date of composition later than previously thought in scholarship, during 
the period Xiphilinos spent in Constantinople, setting the early 1030s as a 
terminus post quem. 

In her chapter, “I went aboard a ship and reached Byzantium:” the motif 
of travel in edifying stories,” Markéta Kulhánková highlights the narrato-
logical use and importance of space and mobility in the early hagiographical 
genre of edifying stories. Selecting examples from the Lausiac History, Histo-
ria monachorum in Aegypto, the Spiritual Meadow, and the Daniel-Sketiotes-
Dossier, Kulhánková demonstrates the use of three spatial concepts in these 
edifying stories: the dichotomy oikoumenē – erēmos, liminality, and hetero-
topias. By employing narrative theory, she also investigates travel as a frame 
for a story or collection of stories, such as travelogues, and as a motif of a 
single story. 

The following three chapters, making up the second section of the volume, 
engage with the topic of identity and explore how hagiographers employ 
monastic itineraries, spatial biographical information, and the selection and 
spatial distribution of miracles to craft and convey a certain identity for 
their holy heroes. Lev Lukhovitskiy’s chapter, “The Oration of St John of 
Damascus by Constantine Akropolites (BHG 885) and its source (BHG 884): 
a spatial reading,” centres on the two hagiographies of St John of Damas-
cus, namely the eleventh-century Jerusalem Life by John III, Patriarch of 
Antioch, and its thirteenth-century metaphrasis, the Oration by Constan-
tine Akropolites. By looking closely into their geographical setting, Luk-
hovitskiy traces the contours of the identity the two hagiographers crafted 
for their hero, a liminal fgure between the Roman and Arab realms. He 
also shows how their own views on Byzantium’s past are refected in their 
respective hagiographical accounts. While Akropolites fashions St John 
of Damascus as a Roman citizen and Constantinopolitan émigré, who 
attained sainthood in an exotic and barbarian environment, the Jerusalem 
Life presents the saint as a son of Damascus, who is not necessarily Roman. 
Similarly, the imagined geographies created by the two hagiographers are at 
odds, with Akropolites depicting the Arab and Roman worlds in opposition 
to each other, while for John III the Roman East is only temporarily lost to 
the Arabs. 

In “Holiness abroad: Greek saints and hagiography in Norman Italy,” 
James Morton analyses how issues of identity are refected in the travels of 
six Calabro-Sicilian saints, whose vitae were composed during the Norman 
rule in southern Italy. Although the Norman conquest severed politically 
the Italo-Greek Christians from the Byzantine Empire, Morton makes the 
case that their affnity towards the Greek-speaking world is refected in the 
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array of characters the six saints interact with throughout their monastic 
careers and journeys. Despite what would be expected given the context of 
the Norman conquest and annexation into the Roman Church, their vitae 
are populated with numerous Greek-speaking characters, while the few Lat-
ins mentioned ft the stereotypical image found in Byzantine hagiography. 
Moreover, the protagonists’ predominantly eastward travels convey their 
lingering religious connection to the Byzantine Christendom. The direction 
of mobility from the Islamic or Latin to the Byzantine world, as well as the 
absence of references to the Roman Church, is telling of their strong sense of 
belonging to Byzantine Christianity and ultimately of the lingering cultural 
infuence of Byzantium over southern Italian monasticism. 

Grigori Simeonov’s contribution, “Local pilgrimage and historical iden-
tity in Slavonic hagiography in Greek translation: two accounts from the 
Archbishopric of Ohrid,” exemplifes the making of new sacred geographies 
by analysing instances of mobility involving the translation of holy relics 
and pilgrimage in the Long Life of St Clement of Ohrid and the Martyrion 
of the 15 Martyrs of Tiberioupolis, two hagiographical texts from the Arch-
bishopric of Ohrid written in Greek on the basis of older Slavonic texts. 
Simeonov contends that, by promoting the veneration of local saints, these 
compositions were part of a process of cultural and historical identity build-
ing for the newly established Archbishopric and successor to the Bulgarian 
Church. Moreover, they were employed by the Church in the wake of the res-
tauration of Byzantine power in the Balkans to ensure the consolidation of 
its religious authority and spread of the Christian faith in the region of Mac-
edonia. As the chapter shows, the two texts pursue these aims by including 
narratives about the translation of the saints’ relics, local pilgrimage to their 
shrines, and miraculous healings effected at these sites. Furthermore, the 
analysis of the miracles included in these hagiographical texts allowed the 
author to trace the shift of the cult of the saints from a localised to a trans-
regional basis enclosing the northern and the central parts of the Balkan 
peninsula. 

The last section of the volume features three chapters which deal with 
spatial aspects and practicalities of religiously motivated mobility and lit-
erary representations of (enforced) mobility and space. Georgios Makris’ 
paper, “Pilgrimage in thirteenth-century Byzantine Greece: the Life of 
Barnabas and Sophronios,” employs a combination of archaeological and 
textual evidence to shed light on the setting of the pilgrimage undertaken by 
the fourth-century wandering holy men, Barnabas and Sophronios. As pre-
sented by their thirteenth-century hagiographer, Akakios Sabbaites, their 
itinerary from Athens to Mount Mela included monastic communities, such 
as those on the holy mountains of Athos, Papikion, and Kellia, and sacred 
sites, such as urban shrines. Makris follows this itinerary closely, investigat-
ing the practicalities of the holy men’s mobility, including the land (public 
roads in mainland Greece) and sea routes they took, the duration of the 
voyage, the stops made along the way at various locations, and the activities 
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engaged in at these stopovers (veneration at shrines and churches, encoun-
ters with various lay individuals and monks). Makris examines to what 
extent the information offered in the hagiographical account is corrobo-
rated by the material evidence preserved to this day, such as the remains of 
the churches, shrines, towns, and settlements mentioned in the account, and 
places this information in the appropriate historical context, thereby con-
tributing to the study of the major holy places of the period investigated and 
of the material conditions of pilgrimage. Overall, Makris points out that 
the archaeological evidence correlates with the information gleaned from 
hagiography (and hymnography) which is often hard to pin down. 

In her contribution, “Theodore the Stoudite on exile,” Paraskevi Toma 
engages with the topic of enforced mobility, analysing the case of the exiled 
cleric Theodore the Stoudite. Banished by three emperors for various peri-
ods of time due to his vocal opposition, exile features prominently in The-
odore’s works. Toma explores his corpus of letters and catechisms to reveal 
the uses and meanings Theodore attached to this term, as well as how the 
experience of exile transpires through and alters his writing. After an over-
view of the connotations of exile in monastic literature, Toma shows that 
Theodore’s experience of forced separation surfaces differently in the two 
types of writings analysed. If he presents exile from a political and social 
viewpoint in his letters, the term takes on spiritual valences of suffering and 
martyrdom, punishment, rejection of immorality, and eternal banishment 
in his catechisms. Moreover, the chapter traces the infuence of Basil of 
Caesarea, Gregory of Nazianzus, and John Climacus on Theodore’s under-
standing and literary representation of exile, and argues that through his 
writings Theodore overcame the physical limitations of exile. 

In the fnal chapter, “The metaphor of road in Byzantine hagiography,” 
Yulia Mantova draws on George Lakoff and Mark Johnson’s work on meta-
phors to investigate the heterogeneity in the meaning of the metaphor of road 
or way as employed in early and middle Byzantine hagiography (fourth– 
twelfth centuries), as well as its roots in classical and early Christian sources. 
Based on a word search in the Thesaurus Linguae Graecae, Mantova identi-
fes and discusses four clusters of meaning attributed to this metaphor. The 
most frequent of them presents life as a road or journey and is illustrated 
by variations such as following a path of vice or virtue, walking a crooked 
or straight road or death as the end of the journey. The heroes of hagiog-
raphical accounts take the road of askēsis and piety and their hagiographers 
render their physical travels as journeys of spiritual growth. Another cluster 
of meaning describes a person’s behaviour by means of the road chosen, 
with the middle road indicating a balanced person, while less frequent vari-
ations of the metaphor equate it with speech/diēgesis and method/means. As 
Mantova shows, these various uses of the metaphor of road serve to enrich 
the fabric of hagiographical accounts and convey meaning by employing an 
idea that highly resonates with the cultural horizon and experiences of the 
Byzantines. 
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The study of monastic mobility is part of the broader interest in travel in 
Byzantium, which has received increased scholarly attention over the past 
decades. The present volume contributes to this line of research by focusing 
on the hagiographical representation of monastic travel and sacred space 
in accounts ranging from Late Antiquity to late Byzantium. The chapters 
included in this volume highlight the multifaceted and rich nature of travel 
narratives, exploring topics such as authorship and audience, narrative 
structure and function, identity-making and practicalities of and discourse 
on travel. They raise a series of questions and open up new perspectives on 
the signifcance of travel episodes in a holy man’s monastic and spiritual 
trajectory, as well as on hagiographers’ intentions, and the use of mobility 
as a means for furthering it. These contributions add new texture to our 
understanding of religiously motivated mobility in the Byzantine world and 
lay the ground for further exploration of issues at the intersection between 
holiness, mobility, and literary representation. 

Notes 
1 E.g., Ivanova and Jeffery, Transmitting and Circulating, which gathers contri-

butions that investigate networks of exchange and movement, looking at the 
mobility of various people, such as pilgrims, painters, and captives, as well as 
the transmission of knowledge and instances of contact. 

2 Cf. Gerolymatou, “Moines en mouvement,” 223–234. 
3 Angelidi and Calofonos, Dreaming; Krönung, Traum; Renberg, Incubation 

Sanctuaries; von Ehrenheim, “Pilgrimage,” 53–95; Efthymiadis, “Ταξιδιώτες,” 
155–165. 

4 Cf. Oltean, Devenir moine; Mitrea, “Monasticism,” 396–422. 
5 Cf. della Dora, Landscape, 118–202. 
6 Maraval, Lieux saints; Külzer, Peregrinatio; Bitton-Ashkelony, Pilgrimage; 

TByzW; Daim, Pilgrimage; Ariantzi and Eichner, Pilgerwesen; Ritter, Glaube 
und Geld; Dietz, “Culture of Movement,” 11–42; Talbot, “Byzantine Pilgrim-
age,” 97–110, and Pilgrimage; Bogdanović, “Glorious Spaces,” 166–189. 

7 Sayings, trans. Ward, 21. 
8 On xeniteia, see Bitton-Ashkelony, Pilgrimage, 148–149; McGuckin, “Xeniteia,” 

23–38. 
9 Cf. Oltean, “Global History,” 58–74. 

10 On the participation of holy men in the social and political life of Byzantium, 
see, e.g., Morris, “Political Saint,” 43–50. 

11 The principle of stabilitas loci was dictated by the canons of the Fourth and Sev-
enth Ecumenical Councils. See Herman, “La stabilitas loci,” 115–142; BMFD; 
Galatariotou, “Typika,” 77–138; Nicol, “Instabilitas loci,” 193–202. 

12 Déroche, “Doubts,” 76; Ivanov, Holy Fools, 225–227; Congourdeau, “Terre 
Sainte,” 124. 

13 Frank, “Traveling Stylites?,” 261–273. 
14 Veikou, “Space,” 143–175. 
15 Cf. Hall, “Proxemics,” 51–73; Birdwhistell, Kinesics. 
16 Cf. Tounta, “Conficting Sanctities,” 101–144. 
17 Talbot, Varieties, 48, 78–79. 
18 Talbot, “Comparison,” 1–20; Nikolaou, “Women’s Journeys,” 353–370. 
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19 Lidov, Hierotopy, and “Hierotopy,” 32–58; della Dora, Landscape, 48–60 (“Iconic 
Topographies”). 

20 Lidov, “Hierotopy,” 40. 
21 Warf and Arias, Spatial Turn; Veikou, “Space,” 156–166; cf. Cresswell and 

Merriman, Geographies, 11, who speak of a ‘mobility turn.’ 
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de Néapolis. Vie de Syméon le Fou et Vie de Jean de Chypre, 55–104. Paris: Geuthner, 1974. 
Vita Tarasii Patriarchae. Edited by Stephanos Efthymiadis, The Life of the Patriarch Tarasios by
Ignatios the Deacon (BHG 1698). Introduction, Text, Translation and Commentary, 69–168.
Aldershot; Brookfield, VT: Ashgate, 1998. 
Vita Theodori. Edited by Ivan V. Pomyalovskiy, Zhitie izhe vo svyatych otsa nashego Theodora
archiepiskopa Edesskogo. St Petersburg: Imperatorskaya Akademiya Nauk, 1892. 
Vita Theodosii. Edited by Hermann Usener, Der heilige Theodosios. Schriften des Theodoros
und Kyrillos, 3–113. Leipzig: Teubner, 1890. 
Aune, David . The New Testament in Its Literary Environment. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1987. 
Belke, Klaus . “Roads and Travel in Macedonia and Thrace in the Middle and Late Byzantine
Period.” In TByzW, 73–97. 
Benevich, Grigory. “The Royal Way and the ‘Mean’ (μεσότης) in John Cassian and Maximus the
Confessor.” In Aristotle in Byzantium, edited by Mikonja Knezevic, 167–190. Alhambra, CA: St.
Sebastian Orthodox Press, 2020. 
Bitton-Ashkelony, Bruria . Encountering the Sacred: The Debate on Christian Pilgrimage in Late
Antiquity. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2005. 
Efthymiadis, Stephanos . “Νοεροί και πραγματικοί ταξιδιώτες στο Βυζάντιο του 8ου, 9ου και
10ου αιώνα.” Βυζαντινά 20 (1999): 155–165. 
Galatariotou, Catia . “Travel and Perception in Byzantium.” DOP 47 (1993): 221–241. 
Gibbs, Raymond W. Jr , ed. The Cambridge Handbook of Metaphor and Thought. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2008. 
Hartmann, Nicolai . Ethics. Vol. 2, Moral Values. Translated by Stanton Coit. London:
Routledge, 2002. 
Herman, Emil . “La stabilitas loci nel monachismo bizantino.” OCP 21 (1955): 115–142. 
Johansson Falck , Marlene. “Are Metaphorical Paths and Roads Ever Paved? Corpus Analysis
of Real and Imagined Journeys.” Review of Cognitive Linguistics 8.1 (2010): 93–122. 
Johansson Falck , Marlene.. “Narrow Paths, Difficult Roads, and Long Ways: Travel through
Space and Metaphorical Meaning.” In The Construal of Spatial Meaning: Windows into
Conceptual Space, edited by Carita Paradis, Jean Hudson, and Ulf Magnusson, 214–235.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013. 
Knezevic, Mikonja , ed. Aristotle in Byzantium. 
Kövecses, Zoltán . Metaphor: A Practical Introduction. Oxford; New York: Oxford University
Press, 2002. 
Külzer, Andreas . Peregrinatio graeca in Terram Sanctam: Studien zu Pilgerführern und
Reisebeschreibungen über Syrien, Palästina und den Sinai aus byzantinischer und
metabyzantinischer Zeit. Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 1994.



Lakoff, George , and Mark Johnson . Metaphors We Live By. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1980. 
Macrides, Ruth , ed. Travel in the Byzantine World. Papers from the Thirty-fourth Spring
Symposium of Byzantine Studies, Birmingham, April, 2000. Aldershot; Burlington, VT: Ashgate,
2002. 
Malamut, Élisabeth . Sur la route des saints byzantins. Paris: CNRS, 1993. 
Mantova, Yulia . “Space Representation in the Life of St Gregentios and the Life of St Nikon the
Metanoite.” In Byzantine Hagiography: Texts, Themes & Projects, edited by Antonio Rigo,
Michele Trizio, and Eleftherios Despotakis, 157–165. Turnhout: Brepols, 2018. 
McGuckin, John . “Aliens and Citizens of Elsewhere: Xeniteia in East Christian Monastic
Literature.” In Strangers to Themselves: The Byzantine Outsider. Papers from the Thirty-second
Spring Symposium of Byzantine Studies, University of Sussex, Brighton, March 1998, edited by
Dion C. Smythe, 23–38. Aldershot; Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2000. 
Nicol, Donald . “ Instabilitas loci: The Wanderlust of Late Byzantine Monks.” Studies in Church
History 22 (1985): 193–202. 
Paradis, Carita , Jean Hudson , and Ulf Magnusson , eds. The Construal of Spatial Meaning. 
Patrich, Joseph , ed. The Sabaite Heritage in the Orthodox Church from the Fifth Century to the
Present. Leuven: Peeters, 2001. 
Rabinovich, Elena G. “Zolotaja seredina.” Vestnik drevnej istorii 3 (1976): 92–107. 
Talbot, Alice-Mary . “Byzantine Pilgrimage to the Holy Land from the Eighth to the Fifteenth
Century.” In The Sabaite Heritage in the Orthodox Church from the Fifth Century to the Present,
edited by Joseph Patrich, 97–110. Leuven: Peeters, 2001. 
Talbot, Alice-Mary ., ed. Pilgrimage in the Byzantine Empire: 7th–15th Centuries. Dumbarton
Oaks Symposium, 5–7 May 2000. DOP 56 (2002): 59–241. 

 


