UDC 811.11-112

Sineokaya N. A.
National Research University Higher School of Ecoias
Saint Petersburg, Russian Federation

COMMUNICATIVE STRATEGY OF MITIGATION IN GERMAN
POLITICAL DISCOURSE (BASED ON THE INTERVIEWS OF WOM EN-
POLITICIANS OF GERMANY)

The article examines the communicative strategymitigation in the women’s political discourse in
Germany, which belongs to the cooperative discodrBe concept of mitigation is described. Mitigatis aimed at
softening categorical statements, creating a féleratmosphere for communication and avoiding éonfh
communication in general. The texts of the intema@re analyzed in order to identify and desctitgetactics of the
mitigation strategy. In the course of the study thethods of contextological analysis and sematyiéstic
analysis are used, the combination of which makesssible to identify the actual meaning of thetesnent and
establish their various stylistic functions in pickl discourse. To confirm the reliability of thesults obtained, the
method of quantitative calculation was also used.
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KOMMYHUKATUBHASA CTPATETUS MUTUT' AU B
MNOJIMTUYECKOM JUCKYPCE (HA MATEPUAJIE UHTEPBbIO
KEHIIUH-MOJUTUKOB TEPMAHHNN)

B cratbe paccMaTpuBaeTcsi KOMMYHUKAaTHBHAs CTPATETHs MHTHUTALMU B )KEHCKOM MOJIMTHYECKOM JIMCKYpCE
I'epmanuy, KOTOpast MPHHAMIEKHT KOOHEPATUBHOMY AMCKYpCy. OTHCHIBAaeTCS TMOHATHE MHUTUTAluu. MurtHranms
HarpapjicHa Ha CMAIYCHHE KaTErOPHMYHOCTH BBICKA3bIBAHMIA, co3JaHue GaronpHsATHONH arMocdepbl oOCHHS H
n30exKaHne KOHQIIMKTa B OOIICHUHN B IIEJIOM. AHAIM3UPYIOTCS TEKCThI MHTEPBBIO C IIEIbIO BBIABICHUS M ONUCAHUS
TaKTHK CTpaTerMd MHUTHrauuu. B Xoze mccieoBaHUs NMPUMEHSAIOTCA METO/bI KOHTEKCTOJIOTMYECKOrO aHalu3a U
CEMAHTHKO-CTUITMCTUYECKOTO ~ AHAJIW3a, COYETAHME KOTOPBIX TO3BOJSET  BBIABUTH  aKTyalbHBIH — CMBICTT
BBICKA3bIBAHUS M YCTAHOBUTb HX pAa3jIM4HbIE CTIINCTHYECKME (GYHKIMH B IIOMMTUYECKOM JaucKypce. [l
HOATBEPKICHHS JOCTOBEPHOCTH IOJIy4EHHBIX PE3Y/IbTATOB IPUMEHSIICS TAKKE METOJ KOJMIECTBEHHOTO OACYETa.

Kniouesvie cnoea. KEHCKUH TONMTHYECKHH JHUCKYPC, (PEMHHMHHOCTH, KOMMYHHMKATHBHAs CTPaTerus,
KOMMYHHKATHBHAs TaKTHKA, KOOTIEPAIs, MUTHTAIMs, apIyMEHTUPOBAHHOE COXKAJICHNE, yMEPEHHAs KBAJTUMETpPHS,
peKoMeHaIus.

Problem statement

Currently, more and more attention of scientistsiiected to the study of cooperative strategi¢ss 1 due
to the growing interest in women’s political discse and the use by women politicians of feminirmferative)
strategies and tactics aimed at compromise, uradelisty, cooperation, and achieving communicativeement.

Knowledge of certain norms and rules of communicatpoliteness, benevolence, sense of humor, focus
teamwork, assistance and mitigation in general telpvoid conflict [Takhtarova, 2013, p. 135], wihicreates the
basis for cooperative communication. In foreigrglirstics, mitigation is defined by the term mitigat [Caffi,
2007; Fraser, 1980; Langner, 1994; Thaler, 201 2fghtion is aimed at softening categorical statetsecreating a
favorable atmosphere of communication and avoidoglict in communication in general.

Mitigation is a word of Latin origin (from mitigaii— to soften), means softening or calming. In Garnit is
denoted by the terms relaxatioAbschwachung restriction Einddmmung) mitigation (inderung, MaRigung,
Milderung, Minderung, VerringerungIn his work “Mitigation as modification of illagionary force”, German
linguist V. Thaler argues that mitigation is onetbbé common, even universal, conversational stiedegsed by
pragmatically competent speakers [Thaler; 2012jn@rdource].
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The term “mitigation” was introduced into pragmatiby B. Fraser in 1980 in the context of language
techniques aimed at minimizing possible undesiraffiects (unwelcome effects) in situations where sheaker’s
speech behavior can lead to conflict [Fraser, 1980]

Both domestic [Karakulova, 2015; Takhtarova, 2083¢h, 2018] and foreign linguists [Caffi, 2007; $&g
1980; Haverkate, 1992; Thaler, 2012] are engagethenstudy of mitigation. A mitigation strategy used to
weaken verbal confrontation and/or reduce tensisedciated with negative emotions) in a verballminf

At the same time, it should be noted that the stfdfte category of communicative mitigation focugethe
works of different linguists on different types discourse. Thus, S.S. Takhtarova considers theatin in the
everyday and institutional types of the discour§eGerman and Russian languages [Takhtarova, 208@,
Karakulova in German political discourse [Karakwp2016]. This means a certain limitation of thaitble data
and leaves an extensive field for the study oftegias and tactics of mitigation in political discse.

To date, there is no single universally recognidefinition of the concept of “mitigation”. “Mitigan” is
considered by different scholars as a modificatbthe speech act (reduction of some undesiraliéetsfthat the
speech act has on the listener) [Fraser, 198041, @s an umbrella category that includes a weteo6 strategies
through which the speaker softens the interactgeets (interactional parameters) of his speecbdoce potential
communicative risks [Caffi, 2007], as a speechtsgy that limits violation of the “territory” of h interlocutor
[Langner, 1994, p. 22], as a stylistic means of lementing non-categorical judgments, as a commtin&a
category, the main content of which is prescrimijsettings and rules, determined by the maxinpolifeness and
aimed at minimizing communicative risks in intefant implemented in communication mitigative stopgs and
tactics, marked by ethnocultural specificity [Takiava, 2013, p. 135].

Materials and methods of research

The material was the texts of interviews of Germa&men politicians that are publicly available om th
Internet (A. Merkel (CDU), U. von der Leyen (CDW, Kipping (die Linke), S. Wagenknecht (die Linke),
Nales (SPD), B. Storch (AfD), F. Petry (AfD)). Th®men politicians we have chosen are the leademsoafern
political parties in Germany. Each political paftas its own website (www.cdu.de, www.alternativefte,
www.die-linke.de, www.spd.de), where political spees and interviews of all politicians are freelaitable.
Every female politician also has an official perlopage on which the texts of her political spescied interviews
are presented. The texts of the 21 interviews weae taken for analysis cover the time period fi20i7 to 2021.
One statement was taken as a unit of research.

Research results

Our analysis made it possible to identify a setrifigation tactics used by politicians that impleme
mitigation strategy. These include tactics of re@sbregret, moderate qualimetry and recommendations

1. Reasoned regretThis tactic is used to reduce the communicativleriin a potentially conflict situation
of communication, ensures the preservation of arfhe atmosphere of communication, demonstratingpad
attitude towards a communication partner. Ofteolipian resorts to using the tactics of reasoregtet in order to
mitigate his disagreement with the opponent’s stat&, explain the reasons for disagreement, argtatiem and
explanation of his opinion on the issue under dismn:

[1] Wagenknecht: Es ist véllig klar, dass wir hedlie Geheimdienste nicht abschaffen kénnen. Wiserils
uns anschauen, was unsere Geheimdienste tun urgleraebeiten. Bisher ist es nicht gelungen, unveréssig vor
Anschlagen zu schitzen. Beim Verfassungssche veirklich die Frage, ob er eine effektive Arbleistet. Er hat
beim NSU eine absolut dubiose Rolle gespielt. Unstadt sich mit islamistischen Gefahrdern zu betigen,
bevor diese Anschlage ausfuhren, werden immer flede der Linken Uberwacht. Da gibt es erheblichefifite.
Aber dass man auf Geheimdienste heute nicht véendtann, ist leider offenkundieswegen ausdrucklich: auf
lange Frist [SW_PI_2017].

In this example, S. Wagenknecht notes with redretimpossibility of refusing the work of the spécia
services, explaining and arguing his conclusionthanissue.

The speech markers of this tactic are words wighsesmantics of assumptiovilleicht, wahrscheinlich the
use of the subjunctive mood of the verb to softke statement, words of apologgchade, leider, es ist
bedauerlicl), verbs of apology/regree¢ tut mir leid, bedauern, um Entschuldigung bj)ttém the examples below,
politicians, expressing regret, use markers-anapdfi (eider zu grosse Angst, natirlich auRerordentlich
bedauerlich, sehr schajle

[2] Petry: Aber Sara Wagenknecht hat leider groRe Angst gehabt, daraus eben eine wéhlibieenative
zu machen [FP_PI_2019].

Politicians often use the tactics of reasoned tegfeen they present a competitor or themselveshen t
positive side. For example, the leader of the pdriygke” S. Wagenknecht, speaking about the paftyLinke”,
regrets that they only managed to win millions ofes to a limited extent, who fled in recent yeapsn the party,
“SPD” (SPD):

[3] Wagenknecht: Es ist der Linken leider nur bewtegelungendie Millionen Wéhlerinnen und Wahler zu
gewinnen, die sich von der SPD in den letzten Jahbgewandt haben [SW_PI_2018].

381



2. Moderate qualimetry (recognition).In an interview situation, a politician is forcamlevaluate himself or
third parties who are not directly involved in commmtation [Takhtarova, 2010, p. 77]. The need for
communicative mitigation in assessing the stateffairs is dictated by the desire of the politictansave his face.
The analysis of the factual material shows thattéwtics of moderate qualimetry can be implementsidg the
impersonal pronoun es, the indefinite-personal puorman in order to indirectly assess the situation

[4] VdLeyen:_ Man glaubt das kaymenn_mares sieht [UL_PI_2017].

Modal verbs in Konjunktiv Kbnnte, misste, soljteand the passive voice are used for the purpose of
diminutive evaluation. In the following examplegthice-chairman of the AfD party, B. von Storchsalissing his
competitor Z. Gabriel, softens the negative assessrof his activities with the help of an indeferpersonal
construction han kann als ... bezeichnemdds to this phrase the mode of assumptionewéll, indicating the
degree of truth, confidence in the assessment. Tfeepolitician gives his assessment of what ipkapg and says
that in the future such issues should be solvedreiftly:

[5] Storch: Sigmar Gabriel hat die Kandidatur voreimeier arrangiert, um ihn aus dem Auf3enministari
wegzuloben. Damit wurde das Amt des AuBenminidi@rsihn frei. Er konnte dann die Position des
Parteivorsitzenden und Kanzlerkandidaten an MaBichulz abgeben, und sich damit aus der Affare mieSe
etwas_kann man vielleicht als kluge Karriereplanwoy Sigmar Gabriel bezeichneaber nicht als angemessene
Art, einen Bundesprasidenten zu finden, der daszgaviolk représentieren soll. Das sollte in Zukuinft
Deutschland anderes entschieden werfB® Pl_2017].

The use of modal verbs in the subjunctive mood #rel passive voice for the purpose of mitigative
evaluation is found in the following examples:

[6] Storch: Der Bundesprésident misste solch einem Fall die Unterschrift verweigeand das_Gesetz
zuruckverweisestatt einfach der Erfullungsgehilfe der herrschendParteien zu sein [BS_PI_2017].

The tactics of moderate qualimetry involves the, isg of all, of means of propositional mitigationamely,
modus operators indicating the attitude of the esttbpf opinion to the propositional content [Karkkua, 2016, p.
78]. The markers of subjectivity of opinion in Gexmare the stable expressions meiner Meinung @ashmeiner
Sicht, etc., the verbglauben, meinen, finden, denkemd other verbs that implement the softening & th
propositional attitude by indicating the subjedgof opinion:

[7] Nahles: Ich finde es gutlass in Deutschland nicht nur Millionére — ich kgrere mit Blick auf die USA
— nicht nur Milliardare Minister werden [AN_PI_20]L9

In their speeches, female politicians often usedadtjes with the meaning of evaluatianh(finde das gut,
schlecht, wichtigu.a.). In the example below, the use of a modesaipr expressing evaluationalten fur falsch
indicates the speaker’s attitude to the contetth®ftatement, to the person being discussed:

[8] Storch: Da hat Geisel richtig gesagtla sind die Lander fiir zusténdig. Ich halte dasdieser Stelle
allerdings fir falschweil hier tatsachlich wir in Deutschland eine bedere Verantwortung haben, und das, was
wir von den Al-Kuds-Tagen her kennen, das ist sielnderes als die Verbreitung von Hass, von AdnuGewalt,
das ist eine Plattform fir Antisemitismus [BS_PLZ0

In this example, the politician first positively @uates the words of Geisddd hat Geisel richtig gesagt)
then expresses his negative attitude to the simati the countryl¢h halte das an dieser Stelle allerdings fur
falsch, calls for certain decisive actions and measiréise fight against anti-Semitism, but does ittemeducing
the categorical judgment through markers of subijiggtof opinion.

The tactics of moderate qualimetry involves the fisgt of all, of means of propositional softeningmely,
modus operators indicating the attitude of the ecthpf the opinion to the propositional content fidaulova, 2016,
p. 78]. Markers of the subjectivity of opinion ine@nan are the stable expressionsiner Meinung nach, aus
meiner Sichtetc., the verbglauben, meinen, finden, denkamd other verbs that soften the propositionatuakéi by
indicating the subjectivity of the opinion:

[9] Nahles:_Ich finde es gutlass in Deutschland nicht nur Millionare — ich kgrere mit Blick auf die USA
— nicht nur Milliardare Minister werden [AN_PI_201L9

3. Recommendation.This tactic involves inducing action in an indirdorm, that is, more gently and
delicately. Russian Russian Dictionary’s new exatary and word-formation dictionary defines a recoendation
as a review containing a characteristic of somesnejething (usually favorable); a written reviewaoperson,
usually with a guarantee for him; advice, instrotiinstruction [New Explanatory and Word-formatidrctionary
of the Russian Language, 2012: Online documentk gbal of the recommendation tactic is to convitioe
recipient to perform an action that is useful fonh

An urgent recommendation involves the speaker ifyémg specific steps necessary to achieve the.dda
shade of “urgency” can be softened by using thgusgbive mood. The verb sollte in the subjunctiveau is used
in the sense of recommendation, advice:

[10] Nahles: Wir sollten jedenfalls damit anfangems darauf vorzubereiten. Wir sind in der Lagénsd
zu reagierefAN_PI1_2018].
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The advice expressed in the form of an imperatmnds quite intrusive and harsh. Therefore, udiegverb
brauchen will give the recommendation less categbriThus, A. Merkel argues that the country nemds more
jobs with good salaries. This statement sounds dikeecommendation for action to create such jobs,this
recommendation is an indirect incentive:

[11] Merkel: Naturlich braucherwir noch mehr gute Arbeitsplatze mit gutem Einkemninsgesamt jedoch
hat sich die Lage sehr vieler Menschen verbessevt [P1_2017].

The use of assumption markers together with modddsssoftens the motivation and gives the statement
recommendatory character:

[12] vdLeyen: Fir viele, viele Soldaten speist sitdraus heute schon ihr Selbstverstéandnis. Viditeic
missen widas noch stérker herausarbeiten [UL_PI_2017].

A pronounced recommendation occurs to us in thieviahg statement and is expressed through the verb
empfehlen

[13] Merkel: Das Auswartige Amt hat seine Reiseleise fur die Turkei mehrfach den aktuellen Ereigeris
auch an Touristenzielen angepasst und prazisiesh émpfehle jedemdiese Hinweise ernst zu nehmen
[AM_PI_2017].

In this example, A. Merkel recommends that everytaie the instructions of the Ministry of Foreigffairs
seriously.

Thanks to the listed speech markers, the tactichefrecommendation acquires special flexibilityd an
softness in dealing with the interlocutor, whichkes the impact on the communication partner mdecgfe.

So, we can observe a certain set of tactics withénstrategy of mitigation. The tactics of the gation
strategy described by us perform the main roleftesing the categoricality of the statement. Fas thurpose,
women politicians resort to the use of tacticseafsoned regret, moderate qualimetry and recommiendat
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