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Introduction 

Machkhomeri is а hilltop site situated 100 inetres above sea level and 
3.5km to tl1e 110rth\1,est of Кhobi, ,ve.stern Georgia (Fig. 1). Before the 
current excavations, the site had been suri;eyed Ьу Kikoloz Murghulia, 
\\·ho pro\·ided а useful preliminary plan of tl1e site and adva11ced а late 
antique chro11ology in 2010.1 Excavations at the site comme11ced iн 2018 
,vith several treaches to test tl1e pote11tial of the site for future \\'ork and 
identify its maiн structural components.2 It ,vas clear Ьу then tl1at the site 
co11sisted of а fortified ,v-э.11 surroundiнg а large buildiнg, tl1e fuaction of 
,vllicl1 reшained unkno,vn t111til 2019. That year, more exte11sive exca,·a
tions targeted the remaiнs of this buildiнg, ,,ilich re,·ealed а church. Тhе 

К. �·! u r; Ь u J i а, 'The fortification S)'$tem of Lazika (Egri$i) kingdom in the 4,!,.-611, 

cenluries (reseмch i!lto \\·est Georgian castle)". FaRiG final report 2010 [a,·ailaЫe at: 
farig.org'images/pdfs.research-nikoloz-murgulia.pdf; acce�ed 15, 1112019], 33-34, 91. 

2 The first report of the exca\:ation� \\.3$ puЫished in 2020. R. Papua-ьb\·ili, 
Е.Е. 1 n t а g l i :э. t э.., D. )i а s k i d а s Ь \. i l i 2020. "Exca,·ations at Machkhomeri - КhоЬi 
;\,{unicipality. Prelimina,y report of the 2019 season." Pro Georgia, Jo=I o/Karr,;e / o 

logica/Studie.s 30, 121-134. 
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2019 excavations ш1covered tl1e remaiнs of а fuaeraiy charabe,· situated 
at the 11011!1east side of the buildiag. 

F W1her exca,·ations \vere conducted to the south, re,·eali11g tl1e rema
ins of an an11ex, \Yhich \\1\S iнterpreted as а narthex. Ву this tiшe, tl1e 
excavatio11s liad ш1co1,ered а ,vide array of artefacts, i11cluding. se,·eral 
Greek inscriptions and liшestone slabs displayi11g. mediocre quality ca
f\·i11gs of crosses and a,liшals. SeYeral of these i11scriptions have already 
been preseшed to tl1e scholarly coшmu11ity; although frag;ne11tary, they 
provide i11valuaЬ!e iaformation for tllis site, the a,1cie11t 11аше of \\'hicl1 
remaiн uakno\п1.3 

In 2020, exc.a,·ations resumed. 4 Travel restrictions caused Ьу the CO
VID-19 pa,1deшic pre,·eated several tean1 шembers from travelliнg to 
Georgia and joiнiнg the excavation. Therefore, this year's excavation \\·as 
limited iн staffing, expertise, and scope. The excavation \\1iS co11ducted i,1 
August and SeptemЬer 2020 and \\1\S designed to clarify the plan of the 
church - particularly its ce11tral compo11e111 - as ,vell as to w1co,·er n,·o 
st11.1ctures associated \\�th tl1e fortified ,i;aJI 011 the \\·estem sector of the hill. 

The Churcl1 

The 2020 tеаш experienced tl1e usual hiнdra,1ces associated ,vith the 
excavatio11 of а highly forested hilltop settle111e11t in this part of Ge.orgia. 
The mai11 рrоЬ!еш concemiнg archaeological iн,·estigatio11s at Machkho
meri is tl1e exte11sive vegetatio11 cover and tl1e impossibility of graspiнg. 
the total exte11t of the site to the east of the church. !11 addition, the frequ
e11t iнterspersion of trees a11d busl1es appears to have lшgely affected the 
stratigrapl1y of this site. Tl1e fill of the naos of the church, \Yhich is а 50-
70сш deposit, and that of the 11orth\\·e.st to\,·er, appear to have no distinct 
stratigrapl1y because of the disturbance caused Ьу the numerous roots. 

G. Cbitэ.iэ.., R. Pгpuash•:ili, and А. \.'inog_rг.dov 2020. "А ne\\' 001nple.x of 
Greek inscriptions froin Machkhomeri fortress in Lazica ." Zeitschrififur Papyrologie w1d 

Epigraphik214, 169-17&. 
4 The excaпtions \\·ere conducted under permit N 5117/60 granted Ьу the National 
Agency for Cultural Heritag,e Presen:ation of Georgia. Тhis year's exca,·ation ,v·a.s spon
sore.d Ъу Кhobi Iv1unicipality and the Danish National Research Foundation under the 
granl DNRF 119 - Centre of Excelle11ce for \.:rba!l Net,,·ork Evolutio!lS (UrbNet). The 
authors are grateful to these institutioш for the.ir un,\-a,·ering s:upport.. Тhе. materials col
lected during this se:ason are. housed at Кheta Local Museum➔ 
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