Ha myTH K CMHXPOHU3AaIIUU UCTOPUU
3amagHo u BocTouHol1 EBpomnbl,
U OcO0EHHOCTH «KaJIYsKCKOT'0 CTHUJIS»

B Hcnanun Bropoi nonosuHel X VI—mnepsoii nonosuHs! X VII B. yacto
roBopuin 0 be3ancone. Tak Ha3bIBAJIM BEKCENBHYIO IPMAPKY, OUEHb BAYKHYIO
Ut pUHAHCHPOBAHUS NCTIAHCKOM KOPOHBI. HeckonbKko pa3 oHa codupa-
nach B ropojie bezancon, pacnonoxxeHHOM B poBuHIMKN Ppanm-Konre,
HaXOJMBLLIEHCS TOIIa MO BIACTHIO HCIaHCKOro kopouist. Ho 3arem sipmapka
MPOXOAMIIA YKE B IPYTUX MECTax, Hanpumep, B [Ibsuenene u B HoBu, HO eé
MO-TIPEeKHEMY UMEHOBAJIM HEe nHaye Kak «be3aHnconomy.

Kongepenunu, nocasieHHbIe TpooiieMaM CHHXPOHH3AIUH UCTOPHH
ctpan Bocrounoii u 3anagHoit EBpomnbl, BOT yKe CBBILIE MSATH JET COOU-
patorcs o uHuIMaruse Mucruryra BceoOmeit ucropun PAH Ha pa3znbix
IUIOIA/IKaX U B pa3HbIX hopmarax. Ho cTuib 3THX accamOieil 1 «TBepaoe
SIIPO» MOCTOSTHHBIX YYAaCTHUKOB CIIOXKMIMCh UMEeHHO B Kanyre. U ecnu
HAIIM BCTPEYH MPOJOJIKATCS, Ha YTO OYEHb XOTENOCh Obl Ha/IeSThCS, TO BHE
3aBUCUMOCTH OT MECTa UX MIPOBEJCHUS, OHU, CKOPEE BCETO, MO-TIPEKHEMY
OyIlyT IMEHOBATHCS «KATY)KCKHUMHU KOH()EPEHIIHIMID.

Marepuaisl yke IpOBEICHHBIX HAyYHBIX (POPYMOB HAIILIH CBOE OTpa-
KEHUE B CIEAYIOIINX U3JaHUIX:

* IlpencraBurenbHbie HHCTUTYTHI B Poccuu B koHTEeKeTe EBpomneiickoit
ucropun XV—cep. XVII BB. / ox pen. B. /1. Hazaposa. M.: JIpesne-
xpanwuiie, 2017;

* Benukoe crosiHue Ha peke Yrpe u ¢popMmupoBanue Poccuiickoro
LEHTPAIN30BAHHOTO rOCYJapCTBa; JIOKaJIbHbIE U TNI00aJbHbIE KOH-
TtekcTsl / o pea. M. H. Beprosckoii u B. /1. Hazaposa. Kanyra:
Wznarens 3axapos C. U. («CepHay), 2017;

» Tpwu garel Tparnveckoro nsruaecstunetis EBponsr 1598—1618—-1648:
Poccus u 3anan B ronsl CMyThl, peIMTHO3HBIX KOH(IUKTOB U TpH-
JnuaTuieTHei BowHbl / o pea. B. /1. Hazapogsa u I1. 1O. YBapoga.
M.: UBU PAH, 2018;

* Bp130B Bpemenu: CraHOBIIEHHE LIEHTPAIU30BaHHBIX TOCYAapCTB
Ha Boctoke u 3anazne Epornbl B koniie XV—XVII B. / mox pen.
W.H. beprosckoii, B. JI. Hazaposa u I1. FO. YBaposa. Kanyra: Kamryx-
CKHI TOCYIapCTBEHHBIH HHCTHTYT Pa3BUTHs 0Opa3oBanus, 2019.

[ocnenusas kHUra npeacTapisgeT coO0l mpeaBapuTeIbHbIE MaTEPUAIIBI
MEXIyHApOIHOW HaydyHOU KOH(epeHIH « BRI30B BpeMeHH: CTaHOBIIE-
HUE LEHTpaIN30BaHHBIX rocyaapcTs Ha BocToke u Ha 3anane EBporibl
B KoHI1Ie X V-XVII B.», npoBenennoit 8—11 oxra6ps 2019 r. B Kanyxckom
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rocyapcTBeHHOM yHuBepcuteTe uM. K. 3. I{nonkoBckoro. Opranusaro-
pamu KoH(epeHIHN Takxke BrICTynanu MHCTUTYT BceoOleit ucTopun
PAH, IlpaBurensctBo Kamyxckoii obnactu, Poccuiickoe nctopudaeckoe
obnrectBo U Gouxa «Mcropust OTeuecTBa». B opraHu3anmoHHbI KOMUTET
KOH(EpeHIINU BOLLTH COTpyaHNuKN VHCTHTYyTa poccuiickoit nctopuu PAH,
Wncturyra cnaBsnosenerns PAH, Kamyxckoro o0beAMHEHHOTO My3es-
3anoBeHuKa, Kany»Kckoro pernoHagbHOIO OTAENIEHUs «Accolanun
yUHUTelel HCTOpUH 1 001IecTBO3HaHus Poccumy» 1 yHMBepcuTeTa Bapiassl.
ITo pesymsraTam 3Toro0 hopyMa yIacTHHKAM OBLIO MPEUIOKEHO Iepepa-
00TaTh CBOM MaTepHabl B PA3BEPHYTHIC CTATHH WIIH )K€ JaTh HOBBII TEKCT.
B HoByI0 KHMTY, Ipe/UIaraeMy0 BHUIMaHUIO YUTaTeNel, 03aryIaBIeHHY0
«Ha mytn x rocymapcrBam HoBoro Bpemenn: 3anaa u Boctox EBpormbt
B KoHIIe XV —XVII B.» BOIUIK U CTaTbU T€X aBTOPOB, KOTOPHIE HE YCTIEIN
MIpHCIIAaTh MaTepHAIBI B IpebIAyIIee n3nanue. TakuM o0pa3om, Ha ceid
pa3 KamyKcKast KOH(pEpeHIIHsI TOPOMIa Cpasy ABE KHUTH, CYIIECTBEHHO
OTJIMYAIOIIUECS APYT OT Jpyra.
Uro e XapaKTepH3yeT BCE ITH KKOH(PEPEHIINHU KaTyKCKOTO CTHIISD ?
[Ipex e Bcero— paclupeHne HCTOPUYECKOr0 KOHTEKCTa paccMaTpu-
BaeMBIX MPOOJIeM u cOOBITHH. Bee popyMBl SBISTIOTCS MECTOM BCTPEUH
CIELHATUCTOB [0 PYCCKOH (JpEeBHEPYCCKOIT) HCTOPUH C OT€UECTBEHHBIMU
1 3apyOeKHBIMU UCTOPUKAMU, U3y4aloUIUMU 3anagHoe CpeHEeBeKOBbE
u panHee HoBoe Bpemst. Ilpuuem noss Kouier U3 3apyOeKHBIX CTpaH BO3-
pacraet oT ofgHOMU KoH(pepeHunu k Apyroi. Cekiun KoH(epeHIuit Bcerna
OpPraHU3yIOTCS 110 TEMATUYECKOMY, @ HE 110 PErMOHAIbHOMY IIPUHIIUILY.
[TpuHIMIHATBEHO BaYKHO, YTOOB! YYaCTHUKHU HE TOJBKO UMENH BO3MOXKHOCTb
COIIOCTABJIEHUS CBOETO Marepualla C JaHHbIMU, IIOJIy4YEHHBIMU B JPYTUX
pEruoHax, HO ¥ MOIIIH TIOCMOTPETh, KaK pabOTAIOT KOJUIETH, 3aHUMAIOIIHECs]
JIpYyTUMH CTPaHaMU TOTO K€ MEPHO/IA, OICHUTh UX HCTOUHUKOBYIO 0asy
¥ BOTIPOCHI, 331aBACMbIC HCTOYHUKAM, X HCTOPHOTPAPUICCKYIO CUTYAIHIO.
Cucremarnyeckoe COIOCTaBIEHUE BOCTOUHO- U 3aI1aJHOEBPOIIEHCKOro
MAaTepHAIOB JIETUTUMHO €IIIe U ITIOTOMY, YTO IMTOJOOHBIMH K€ COTIOCTABIIC-
HUSIMHA 3aHUMAJINCh JIFO/IU, )KUBIINE B M3y4aeMbli repuo. [locombckmii
[IpUKa3 CTapaTesIbHO y3HABAJI O IMHACTUYECKUX CBS35X 3allaJHbIX IpaBU-
TeJIel Pa3HOTO YPOBHS M 10 MEJIOYEH CTPEMIJICS BHUKHYTh B 0COOCHHOCTH
HX JUIJIOMaTHYECKOrO U MPUIBOPHOIO LiepeMOHHaNoB. VIHO3eMHbII npuKas3
cTapajics OHATH IPaJlalluy 3HaTHOCTU U €€ KpuTepuu Ha 3anaze. B pa3Hbix
KkoHIax EBpoIbl NpUKKABIBAIN BOZMOKHBIE BApUAHTHI BOGHHBIX, TOPIOBBIX
W JIMTJIOMAaTHYeCKHUX cor030B ¢ MockoBuel. CocTaBuTeNn KocMorpadui,
OTIHPasCh Ha PACCKA3bl MYTEIICCTBEHHUKOB, OMMUCHIBAIIN OCOOCHHOCTH
Bepbl MOCKOBUTOB U «Pycu» u napusiue 31ech HpaBbl. B Mockse uin
Kuese Haxonmwinch BHUMATEIbHbIE U IPUIANPUUBBIC YUTATEN U KPUTUKN



9THUX TeKcTOB. CTerneHb B3anMHOM HHPOPMUPOBAHHOCTH JIFOAeH Ha 3amaje
u Ha BocTtoxe EBpomnbl Bo3pacTaia, XOTs pOCT 3TOT HOCUJI HE CTOJIBKO
PaBHOMEPHBIH, CKOJIBKO CKaUYKOOOpa3HbIH XapakTep.

Eme omHol uepToit «KoH(EPEHINH KaTy>KCKOTO CTUIISD) SIBIISIETCSI CIIe-
IU(HIECKOE COUETAHHUE IMITUPHIECKOTO ¥ TEOPETHIECKOT0o MOAX0oA0B. [laxe
6ery10ro 3HaKOMCTBA U € IPOTrPAMMOI JTF0O0TO U3 TAKUX HAYUHBIX MEPO-
HPUSITHUH, U C ONIABICHUEM HX OITyOIMKOBAHHBIX MAaTEPUAIIOB TOCTATOUHO,
4TOOBI KOHCTATHPOBATH PE0OagaHNe Cyry00 KOHKPETHBIX CrokeToB. Ho 310
OTHIOZIb HE MENKOTEMbE. 3a4acTyI0 TEMBI, KKYIIUECS «MENKUMMI», MOTYT
CKa3aTh 00 3M0Xe TaK MHOTO, YTO YMECTHO BCIIOMHHUTH AJlekcaH/pa broxka:

CrryuaiiHO Ha HOKEe KapPMaHHOM
Haiian neummHKy TanbHUX CTpaH—
W Mup onsTh NpeacTaHeT CTPaHHbIM,
3aKkyTaHHBIM B [[BETHOH TyMaH!

Kamens nan morunoit umneparopa @punpuxa Il xors u Becun
HECKOJIbKO TOHH, HO B MacITabax 3BOIOINHU JiepKaBbl ['abcOypros oH
COIIOCTABHUM C ITBITMHKOH. YTO X TOTa MOKHO CKa3aTh O CEMH Ka(TaHax
U TSITH 0XaOHAX KHA3 XOBAHCKOTO, B3SITHIX UM B ITOXOJ HA MATCKHBIN
[TckoB? OnHAKO 3TH TTPEAMETHI TIO3BOJISAIOT YIIOBUTH U BaYKHBIE TEHACHIINT
B OBOJIIOIMH BIIACTH, U BA)KHBIC YSPTHI XapaKTepa MOTUTHICCKIX ACSTEICH.

Ho Te moxmams! u cTaThy, B KOTOPBIX COEPIKATCS ITMPOKOMACIITAOHBIC
U TI019aC HEOKUAAHHBIC 0000IIeHNS, TPHHAIC)KAT HE 3aIIMCHBIM METO-
JIOTIOTaM-TEOPETHKAM, a UCTOPUKAM, IIPUBBIKIINM OIIMPATHCS B TIEPBYIO
odepens Ha Pe3yabTaThl COOCTBEHHBIX MCCIICIOBAHUHI. A 3TO BCerna 4yB-
CTByeTCs ayauTopuel. Bo BCSIkoM citydae TOH, KoTopast 00BI9HO cOOMpaeTcst
Ha «KayKCKUX KOH(PEPCHIIUIX).

OTcrona eIie o/[Ha XapaKTepHas 4epTa TaKux accaMOneil — crierudu-
YEeCKOE OTHOIICHHUE YIaCTHUKOB K «METaHappaTHBaM», Oyab TO Imporpecce,
JMHEHHAST YBOJIOINS TOJTUTHYECKHUX U COITMATIBHBIX CHCTEM, a0CONIOTH3M,
KOH(peCCHOHATN3AIINSI, BOCHHAS PEBOJIONNS, MOICPHU3ANINS, PAITHOHAIIH-
3aIusl ¥, HAKOHEII, CAMO «CKJIa/IbIBAHNE [IEHTPATM30BAHHBIX TOCYIAPCTBY.
VX He oTpHUIIaioT, HO MM HE BEPST HA CII0BO. VHaYe TOBOPS, HE CUNTAIOT,
YTO OHHU CaMU 110 ce0e T0CTAaTOUHBI ISl OOBSCHEHUS IPUYNH OMUCHIBAC-
MBIX COOBITHH U siBIeHNH. Ha kKamy)cKknuxX KoH(epeHINIX IPHYHHBI HITYT
B MHTCHISIX JCUCTBYONIHX JIUI HCTOPUH HITH B 0COOCHHOCTSIX KOHPUTY-
panum cyry00 KOHKPETHBIX BHYTPEHHHX U BHEIIHUX (DAaKTOPOB. A BOT yKe
MIOJTy9EHHBIC PE3YIBTAThI IIPH JKEIaHINH MOKHO BITUCATH B TOT MM HHOU
«paccka3 00JbIIoi INTeNnbHOCTHY. Y Hat0 OBITH TOTOBBIM K TOMY, YTO
BBIBOJIBI OKa)KYTCS AAJICKO HE OpAMHApHBIME. Hamprumep, Bce TPUBBIKIH
K TOMY, 9TO B IICHTPE BHUMAHHS OKAa3bIBAIOTCS IPOLIECCHl CTAHOBICHUS
TOCYapcTB, OOPETCHHS NMHU CYBEPEHUTETA, PACIINPEHHS CYyBEPEHHBIX IIPaB
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Ho Bezb HE MEHEE HHTEPECHO PACCMOTPETH TO, KAKMM 00pa3oM CyBEpPEHHTET
ucye3aeT. M MoHsTh, 4TO YacTO MOTEPs CYBEPEHUTETA, ETO «PACTBOPEHUE
WITH «JIEJIETMPOBAaHNE» MOKET OKa3aThCsl HE OKOHYATEIbHBIM. DTO JIBHIKE-
HHE MOXET MOBEPHYTb BCIISITh, HACKOJIBKO YCIIEIITHO — JAPYTOil BOIPOC.

Cpemu yJaCTHHKOB KaTy»KCKHX KOH(EPEHIHIt HeT comacust B TOM, 001a-
Jam 1 obiecTsa 3araza 1 Boctoka EBpoIb! HEKMM CyIIHOCTHBIM €JMHCTBOM
(kaK ckazaiy Obl paHbIlIe— eTMHCTBOM «(OPMAIIIOHHOTO XapaKTepay) UITH JKe
9TO OBUTH CHCTEMBI, OITMPABILIHECS Ha MPHHIMINAIBHO Pa3HbIe TOCYAapCTBEH-
HO-TIOJIUTHYECKHE TPAIUIIMHU ¥ IIMBUITM3AIMOHHBIE OCOOEHHOCTH.

CeronHs He TaK MHOTO HCTOPUKOB MOCTYJIHPYIOT HEKYIO MOJICTb Pa3BHU-
THSI B KaUECTBE KJIACCHUECKOM, 00pasioBoit. Ho npu BceM pa3muyuuu UCTo-
pHUEeCKUX Cyae0 JaXke OTIaICHHbIE IPYT OT JpyTra eBpONeiicKrue peruoHsbI
3a4aCTyI0 CTAJIKMBAJIMCh CO CXOXKMMHM BBI30BAMH BPEMEHH U PEIIAH CXOKHE
3a1a4i. BOT B 3TOM U OTKPBIBAIOTCSI JIFOOOIBITHBIEC BO3MOMKHOCTH AJISI COTIO-
cranenus. Kak pemranacsk npobiaeMa rpaHull ¥ norpanuubs? Kakum obpa-
30M HPaBUTEIb BBICTPAHBaJI CBOM OTHOILEHUS C IIEPKOBHBIMU HepapXamu?
Kakue cuMBoIMYECKHE Pecypchl MOOMIN30BAT ISl yCUIICHHS CBOEH BIACTH
B YCJIOBUSIX, KOTZIa PECYpPCOB MAaTEpHANIBHBIX SBHO OBLIO HEOCTATOYHO?
OTBeTHI Ha 3TH BONPOCHI, IIOPOXK/ICHHBIE BHI30BAMH BPEMEHH, B Pa3HBIX
pernonax EBporibl mopoii 0Ka3bIBaICh COBCEM PA3IMYHBIMH, a IIOPO
HEOXKHMIAHHO CXOKMMH. To M Ipyroe oka3pIBacTCsi BECbMa MOY4YUTEIBHO.

ITyTh K CTaHOBJICHUIO LIEHTPAIM30BAHHBIX TOCY/IAPCTB OKa3bIBAJICS
JAJICKO HE TaKUM MPSIMOJIMHENHBIM, KaK MPEJCTaBIAIOCh paHee. OH mpo-
XOJIUIT 4epe3 MHOXKECTBO Pa3BUIIOK, 00pa3yeMbIX UCTOPUUECKUMH allb-
TepHATUBaMH, U3 KOTOPBIX MHOTHE Ka3aJIMCh BECbMa MEPCHEKTHBHBIMH,
a HEKOTOPBIE U CETOAHS IEMOHCTPUPYIOT YIUBUTEIBHOE CBOICTBO BO3PO-
JKJIaThCs YoKe B HOBBIX YCIIOBHUSIX. B Hekora cyIiecTBOBaBIIMX, HO JaBHO
yTPaueHHBIX CYBEPEHUTETAX IPH TIOMOIIN ITOJIUTHKU HCTOPHUU» B COBpE-
MEHHBIX YCJIOBHUSX MIILYT 0a3y Ul HOBOI MOJIUTHYECKOH HISHTUYHOCTH.
OTH npotiecchl MBI MOXkeM HaOmonars cerofas B lllomnanauu u Karanonuu,
He roBops yke 0 Boctounoit EBpone. imnepuu, ka3anocsk, 6¢3B03BpaTHO
kaHyBume B Jlety u 3akneliMEHHbBIE KaK HCTOPUYECKH TYIINKOBBIE, TO BHOBb
BBI3BIBAIOT HOCTAJIBTHUIO Y )KUTEIeH rocyJapcTB, BOSHUKIINX HA UX pas-
BaJIMHAX, TO IPOSIBJISIOT BECbMA 3PUMYI0 TEHACHIUIO K BO3BPAIICHUIO
Ha UCTOpHuecKyto apeHy. COOBITHS U ATk, JOJATOE BPEeMs OECCIIOPHO
CUUTABILIHUECS] OCHOBOIOJIATAIOLINMH, BIPYT MOABEPTAIOTCSI IEPEOIICHKE
U BBI3BIBAIOT 0)KECTOYEHHBIE J1e0aThl.

B 3THX yCIOBUSIX y «KaTy>KCKOTO CTHJISDY, IPEIIOJIATaroIiero paccMo-
TpPEHHE SBICHNH CHHXPOHHO C IPYTHMHU PETHOHAMH 1 C HEH3MEHHOH OMOpOi
Ha SMIMPUYECKUH MaTepHal, BRIPHCOBBIBAIOTCS HEIUIOXHE TIEPCIIEKTHBEL.

U H. Bepeosckas, B. /{. Hasapos, I1. FO. Yeapoe



A Way to Synchronise the History of Western
and Eastern Europe, or Some Features
of the “Kaluga Style”

In the late 16™ and early 17" century Besangon was a frequent subject
in Spain. That was the name of the promissory fair, a crucial instrument in
financing the Spanish Crown. It met several times in the city of Besangon,
located in the province of Franche-Comté, which then belonged to the King
of Spain. But later on, the fair transferred to other places, such as Piacenza
and Novi, even though it was still known as “Besangon”.

For over five years, conferences dealing with the problems of syn-
chronising the history of Eastern and Western Europe have been held at
various venues and in different formats on the initiative of the Institute of
World History, Russian Academy of Sciences (RAS). But it was in the city
of Kaluga that the style of these assemblies and the core of their regular
participants took shape. If our meetings are to continue, which we certainly
hope for, they are likely to retain their name of “Kaluga Conferences”,
regardless of their actual venues.

The proceedings of the scholarly meetings already held were
published in the following editions:

» Representative Institutions in Russia in the Context of European
History: 15" — Mid 17" Centuries / Ed. by V.D. Nazarov. Moscow:
Drevlekhranilische, 2017;

* The Great Standing on the Ugra River and the Formation of Russian
centralized State; Local and Global Contexts / Ed. by [.N. Bergov-
skaya, V.D. Nazarov. Kaluga: Ed. by Zakharov S.I. (“SerNa”), 2017;

* Three Dates of the Tragic 50 Years in Europe (1598—1618-1648):
Russia and the West during the Time of Troubles, Religious Conflicts
and the Thirty Years’ War / Ed. by V.D. Nazarov, P. Yu. Uvarov.
Moscow: IVI RAN, 2018,;

* The Challenge of Time: the Rise of the Centralised States in East and
West Europe in Late 15" — 17" Centuries / Ed. by I.N. Bergovskaya,
V.D. Nazarov, P.Yu. Uvarov. Kaluga: Kaluga State Institute of the
Development of Education, 2019.

The latest book comprises preliminary contributions to the international
conference “The Challenge of Time: the Rise of the Centralised States
in East and West Europe in Late 15" — 17" Centuries”. It took place on
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8-11 November 2019 at the Tsiolkovsky Kaluga State University. The con-
ference was organised jointly with the Institute of World History, RAS,
the Government of Kaluga Region, the Russian History Society, and the
History of Fatherland Foundation. The organising committee included
representatives of the Institute of Russian History, RAS, the Institute of
Slavic Studies, RAS, the Kaluga United Museum-Reserve, the Kaluga
regional section of the Russian Teachers of History and Social Sciences
Association, and the University of Warsaw.

As a result of this forum, participants were invited to expand their
contributions into more detailed articles, or provide new texts. This new
book, now offered to our readers and entitled “On the Way to the States
of Modern Period: West and East of Europe in Late 15" — 17" Century”,
also includes articles by authors who had too little time to contribute
to the previous edition. Consequently, this time the Kaluga Conference
has produced two books at once, which largely differ from each other.

So, what are the stylistic features of all these Kaluga Conferences?

First of all, it is a wider historical context in looking at problems
and events. All these forums are meeting places for experts on medieval
Russian history with home-based and foreign historians who deal with
Western Middle Ages and the Early Modern period. Besides, the number
of our colleagues from abroad is growing with every new conference. The
panels are always arranged according to a thematic rather than regional
principle. Crucially, the participants should be given a chance not only to
collate their own subject matter with data from other regions, but also to
appreciate the work of their colleagues who specialise on other countries
of the same period, to get acquainted with their source base, the questions
posed to the sources, and the historiographic situation as a whole.

Drawing systematic parallels between East and West European material
is also legitimate because such parallels were drawn by people who lived
during the period in question. The Embassy Office in Moscow closely fol-
lowed the dynastic ties between Western rulers at various levels, and tried to
comprehend all the details of their diplomatic and courtly ceremonies. The
Foreigners’ Office strove to appreciate the grades of nobility and its criteria
in the West. In different corners of Europe the authorities were considering
the possible means for military, commercial and diplomatic alliances with
Muscovy. Compilers of cosmographies, making use of travellers’ accounts,
described the peculiarities of Russian Orthodox faith, and the morals of
the Muscovites. Attentive and fastidious readers and critics of these texts
turned up in Moscow or Kiev. The level of mutual awareness of pec



in Western and Eastern Europe was on the rise, although the growth was
spasmodic rather than gradual.

Another stylistic trait of the “Kaluga Conferences” is a specific blend of
empirical and theoretic approaches. Even a fleeting glance at the programme
of any of these scholarly events, or at the contents of their published pro-
ceedings, is enough to realise that most subjects are highly specific. How-
ever, they are not petty. The seemingly “small” subjects can often tell us so
much about a given age, that one may recall the lines of Aleksandr Blok:

By chance, on a pocket knife’s blade,
Find a speck of dust from distant lands —
And the world will appear strange again,
All wrapped in coloured haze!

Although the tombstone of Emperor Frederick I1I weighed several
tons, it amounts to a speck of dust when seen within the evolution of the
Habsburg realm. What shall we say, then, of the seven coats and five okhabni,
which Prince Khovansky took along on his campaign against rebellious
Pskov? But even these objects allow us to trace both important trends in the
evolution of power and important traits in the character of political figures.

However, even those talks and articles which contain wide-range and
at times unexpected generalisations belong not to avid methodologists or
theorists, but to historians who normally rely on the results of their own
research. And this is always felt by the audience, at least that which usually
attends the “Kaluga Conferences”.

Hence one more distinctive feature of such assemblies, a particular
attitude by participants toward “metanarratives”, be it progress, lineal
evolution of political and social systems, absolutism, confessionalisation,
military revolution, modernisation, rationalisation and, finally, the very

“making of centralised states”. These things are not being denied, but
are not taken for granted either. In other words, they are not thought to
be sufficient to explain the causes of events and phenomena. During the
Kaluga Conferences, the causes are sought in the intentions of historical
characters, or the peculiarities of specific internal and external factors.
But, if one so wishes, the achieved results can be written into some

“grand narrative”, even though we should be ready to face extraordinary
conclusions. For instance, everyone is used to the focus on the process of
state evolution, whereby states acquire sovereignty and wider sovereign
rights. But it is no less exciting to trace the disappearance of sovereignty,
and to perceive that the loss thereof, its “dissolution” or “delegation” may
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prove inconclusive. This development can be reversed, how successfully,
is another question.

Participants of the Kaluga Conferences differ in their opinions whether
the societies of Western and Eastern Europe were endowed with a certain
essential unity (of a “formational character”, as some would have called it
formerly), or whether these systems were based on substantially distinctive
political traditions of statehood and traits of civilisation.

At present few historians propose a certain model of development as
a classic or typical one. But for all the variety of their historical destinies,
European regions, even if far distant from each other, often faced simi-
lar challenges, and had to solve similar tasks. That is where interesting
opportunities for comparison arise. What was the solution of the border
and frontier problem? How did a ruler shape his relationship with eccle-
siastical hierarchy? What symbolic resources were mobilised to enhance
power, when material resources were evidently lacking? The answers to
these questions, brought about by the challenges of time in various parts of
Europe, proved to be now utterly different, now unexpectedly alike. Both
cases can be highly instructive.

The development of centralised states was not necessarily as straight-
forward as it formerly seemed. It went through many crossroads formed
by historical alternatives, many of which proved very fruitful, and even
today some of them demonstrate a surprising ability for revival under new
conditions. At present, the basis for new political identities is being sought,
by means of “the politics of history”, in the sovereignties that formerly
existed, but were long lost. These developments are currently evident in
Scotland and Catalonia, let alone Eastern Europe. The empires seemingly
gone forever and branded as historical dead ends, now evoke a new nos-
talgia among the citizens of states which arose from imperial ruins, and
manifest a quite obvious trend to reappear on historical stage. Events and
dates long believed to be undoubtedly fundamental are being suddenly
revised, and give rise to heated debates.

Under such conditions, “the Kaluga style”, which attempts a synchro-
nised survey of historical phenomena in different regions, invariably based
on empirical evidence, offers us some promising prospects.

L N. Bergovskaya, V.D. Nazarov, P. Yu. Uvarov
(Trans. by Dmitry Fedosov)



