
The Oxford Handbook of

WISDOM AND 
THE BIBLE

EDITED BY

WILL

KYNES



OUP UNCORRECTED AUTOPAGE PROOFS – FIRST PROOF, 08/20/2020, SPi

Dictionary: NOAD

The Oxford Handbook of

WISDOM AND 
THE BIBLE

Edited by

WILL KYNES

1

0004933998.INDD   3 8/20/2020   9:08:56 PM



OUP UNCORRECTED AUTOPAGE PROOFS – FIRST PROOF, 08/20/2020, SPi

Dictionary: NOAD

1
Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford. It furthers  
the University’s objective of excellence in research, scholarship, and education  

by publishing worldwide. Oxford is a registered trade mark of Oxford University  
Press in the UK and in certain other countries.

Published in the United States of America by Oxford University Press
198 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016, United States of America.

© Oxford University Press 2021

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in  
a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the  

prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press, or as expressly permitted  
by law, by license, or under terms agreed with the appropriate reproduction  

rights organization. Inquiries concerning reproduction outside the scope of the  
above should be sent to the Rights Department, Oxford University Press, at the  

address above.

You must not circulate this work in any other form
and you must impose this same condition on any acquirer.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

ISBN 978–0–19–066126–7

Printed by Sheridan Books, Inc., United States of America

0004933998.INDD   4 8/20/2020   9:08:56 PM



OUP UNCORRECTED AUTOPAGE PROOFS – FIRST PROOF, 08/20/2020, SPi

Dictionary: NOAD

Contents

List of Abbreviations  xiii
List of Contributors  xix

 1. Wisdom and Wisdom Literature: Past, Present, and Future 1
Will Kynes

PART I  THE C ONCEPT OF WISD OM  
IN THE HEBREW BIBLE

 2. Advice: Wisdom, Skill, and Success 17
Jacqueline Vayntrub

 3. Epistemology: Wisdom, Knowledge, and Revelation  29
Annette Schellenberg

 4. Virtue and Its Limits in the Wisdom Corpus: Character Formation, 
Disruption, and Transformation 45
William P. Brown

 5. Theology: Creation, Wisdom, and Covenant 65
Raymond C. Van Leeuwen

 6. Order: Wisdom, Retribution, and Skepticism 83
Ludger Schwienhorst-Schönberger

PART II  THE C ONCEPT OF WISD OM  
IN REL ATED CULTURES 

 7. Wisdom in Egypt 103
Joachim Friedrich Quack

 8. Mesopotamian Wisdom Literature 121
Yoram Cohen and Nathan Wasserman

0004933998.INDD   9 8/20/2020   9:08:56 PM



OUP UNCORRECTED AUTOPAGE PROOFS – FIRST PROOF, 08/20/2020, SPi

Dictionary: NOAD

 9. Wisdom in the Dead Sea Scrolls and Early Jewish Interpretation 141
Arjen Bakker

 10. Wisdom in Dialogue with Greek Civilization 155
Michael C. Legaspi

 11. Wisdom in the New Testament  173
Mariam Kamell Kovalishyn

 12. Wisdom in Patristic Interpretation: Scriptural and Cosmic Unity in 
Athanasius’s Exegesis of Proverbs 8:22 187
Susannah Ticciati

 13. Wisdom in Rabbinic Interpretation 205
Amram Tropper

PART III  THE C ONCEPT OF WISD OM  
IN THE MODERN WORLD 

 14. Wisdom in the Qur’an and the Islamic Tradition 221
U. Isra Yazicioglu

 15. Wisdom in Jewish Theology 241
Jonathan Schofer

 16. Wisdom in Christian Theology 255
Paul S. Fiddes

 17. Personified Wisdom and Feminist Theologies 273
Christine Roy Yoder

 18. Wisdom in Nature 287
Norman Habel

 19. The Pervasiveness of Wisdom in (Con)texts 301
John Ahn

PART IV THE CATEGORY OF WISD OM 
LITER ATURE 

 20. Solomon and the Solomonic Collection 321
Katharine J. Dell

x   contents

0004933998.INDD   10 8/20/2020   9:08:56 PM



OUP UNCORRECTED AUTOPAGE PROOFS – FIRST PROOF, 08/20/2020, SPi

Dictionary: NOAD

 21. The Social Setting of Wisdom Literature 337
Mark Sneed

 22. Literary Genres of Old Testament Wisdom 353
Markus Witte

 23. The Chronological Development of Wisdom Literature 373
Markus Saur

 24. Theology of Wisdom 389
Tremper Longman III

PART V WISD OM LITER ATURE AND OTHER 
LITER ATURE 

 25. Wisdom Influence 409
John L. McLaughlin

 26. Law and Wisdom Literature 423
Jonathan P. Burnside

 27. History and Wisdom Literature 441
Suzanna R. Millar

 28. Prophecy and Wisdom Literature 459
Mark J. Boda

 29. Apocalyptic and Wisdom Literature 475
Bennie H. Reynolds III

PART VI  TEXT S 

 30. Proverbs 495
Samuel E. Balentine

 31. Ecclesiastes 515
Tova L. Forti

 32. Job 533
Scott C. Jones

 33. Song of Songs 551
Anselm C. Hagedorn

contents   xi

0004933998.INDD   11 8/20/2020   9:08:56 PM



OUP UNCORRECTED AUTOPAGE PROOFS – FIRST PROOF, 08/20/2020, SPi

Dictionary: NOAD

 34. Wisdom Psalms 567
W.H. Bellinger, Jr.

 35. Ben Sira 583
Benjamin G. Wright III

 36. The Wisdom of Solomon 599
James K. Aitken and Ekaterina Matusova

 37. The Pursuit of Wisdom at Qumran: Assessing the Classification 
“Wisdom Literature” and Its Application to the Dead Sea Scrolls 617
Matthew Goff

Index 000

xii   contents

0004933998.INDD   12 8/20/2020   9:08:56 PM


