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PRE-READING TASKS AND DISCUSSION

1. Before you start, make sure you know the
difference between the words in the following pairs and
groups:

to teach — to learn — to study; training — teaching —
education; professional — vocational.

2. Answer the questions:

1) For how long have you been interested in politics?.

2) What influenced your choice of entering this Faculty /
Department?

3) What subjects do you think are obligatory for a
political scientist, political analyst and political technologist?
Why?

Spin doctor - a person whose job
is to give information to the
public in a way that gives the
best possible advantage to a
politician or organisation.

The word originated in the US.

Notes on
Language

and Culture

The White House spin doctors are hard at work explaining
the President's gaffe™.

gaffe - omiomHOCTE, OrOBOPKa, COBEPIIAEMbIC OTBETCTBEHHBIM
IuuoM, BeicTynatoumm nepen CMU

given below.

3. If you don't know the following words, consult the
Dictionary. Make up 5 — 7 sentences of your own with the
words to compose a short text. Start with the sentence

* apply (for, to) My friend finished school last
* enter V=T ORI
e enrol (on/in) |\

e finish

e graduate (from)




4. a) Using the table and the Vocabulary get acquainted with the main stages of
secondary and higher education in the UK and the US and the terms to describe them.

UK age Us
Primary School 5/6 Elementary School %
-11 3
Secondary School 12 High School g
GCSE 16/ SAT, High School Diploma <
17 @
Sixth-Form College 17/ College / University g
18 about 3
A-Levels 4 Years 2
University / Polytechnic about 18/ )
Undergraduate student | 3 Years | 19 P
- o)
Bachelor’s Degree (BA, BSc) 21 Bachelor’s Degree (BA, BS) %
graduate student ©°
Post-Graduate Course / School 21/ Graduate / Grad Course/ School <
post-graduate student 22 graduate / grad student 9
thesis - thesis 2
Post-Graduate Diploma 23/ Post-Graduate Diploma <
Master’s Degree (MA, MSc) Master’s Degree (MA, MS) c

Doctorate Degree Study
thesis

Doctorate Degree Study
Dissertation

Doctor’s Degree (PhD)

Doctor’s Degree (PhD)

b) Complete the sentences with the given terms and abbreviations.

MA, high school, polytechnic, undergraduate, GCSE, bachelor’s degree, year, graduate
school, A-Level, doctorate degree, MS

1) At 16 all students in the UK take ......... examinations.

2) At 18 some students take ............ examinations. It is necessary to pass them in order to go
to a university or ............

3) Once you are enrolled in the College, you become a first-......... student.

4)An ............. (especially in British English) is a student who is doing a university course for
a first degree, usually a ..............

SYA . (in American Enghsh) is a college or university where one can study for a
master’s or .............. , having already obtained a bachelor’s degree.

6) In the UK and the US higher degrees include an .......... for arts subjects and an MSc
(e in American English) for science or social science, and a PhD.

7) In Britain a ‘graduate’ is a person who has taken a first degree. In American English it may
either correspond to British ‘post-graduate’, as, for example, in ‘graduate student’, or it may
denote a person who has received a diploma from any educational institution, as in “............
graduate’.



Politics is a profession; a serious, complicated and, in its

RI 1 )
READING true sense, a noble one

Vocabulary Input

Dwight David Eisenhower

1. Translate the sentences paying attention to the difference in meaning of the
words ‘skill’ and ‘knowledge’.

1) Knowledge is power.

2) The applicant wasn’t able to demonstrate even basic computer skills.

3) Reading and writing are two different skills.

4) He has a good knowledge of English to develop better communication skills.

2. Analyse the following pairs of synonymous sentences and guess the meaning
of the noun 'major".

She is a history major. = She is a College or University student. She specializes in History.

Her maijor is History. = Her specialization at College or University is History.

3. Read the definition of the term 'political science' and translate it into Russian.

Political science is an academic and research discipline that deals with the theory and
practice of politics and the description and analysis of political systems and political behavior.
Fields and subfields of political

science include political theory and _
philosophy, civics! and comparative AMERICAN
politics, national systems, cross-national POLITICAL e XS

political analysis, political development, SCIENTISTS QUESTIONING

international relations, foreign policy,
international law and politics, public A Dictionary GLOBALIZATION
administration, administrative behavior, : 723 -

public law, judicial behavior, and politics
and public policy. Political science also
studies power in international relations
and the theory of Great powers and

Superpowers.
From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia

I EBEEIN

KAVALJIT SINGH

Reading Assignment 1
Read the text and be ready to discuss it.

TRAINING FOR POLITICS IN THE USA

Politics affects the air we breathe, the way we’re educated, the jobs we do, the
communities we live in, and the taxes we pay. If you choose to study politics, you’ll learn the
principles at work behind the decisions that affect every aspect of our lives.

Whether they're conservative or liberal, cynical or idealistic, one common characteristic
among political science and government majors is their addiction to politics. If active
engagement in the political system is for you, a political science major is a great way to get
started. Political science majors qualify for many different careers in private and public sector

! Civics - rpaxxjaHoBeieHIE; TPaKIaHCTBEHHOCTD, IPaBa M 00A3aHHOCTU IPaKaaH (pasuen
MIOJIUTOJIOTHH)
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organizations, including careers in business, the law, state, and local and federal government,
journalism, international organizations and finance, political campaigns, interest groups and
associations and pre-college and college teaching. Political science training also provides
valuable preparation for participating in community organizations, electoral politics, movement
on behalf of specific policies, or even seeking elected or appointed positions in government.

In the USA there are many opportunities to start a career in political science. The
American Political Science Association has a brochure to help young people to make their
choice "Earning a Ph.D. in Political Science," and a publication, Graduate Faculty and
Programs in Political Science, that identifies the programs and faculty and entrance
requirements for all graduate programs.

The study of politics usually begins with survey courses on American politics,
comparative politics, international relations, and political theory. These courses will not only
introduce students to concepts in politics, policy issues, and the structure of governments and
relationships among society and nations, but they will also develop analytical and
communications skills. To pursue the study of politics further, students can take advanced
courses on more specific institutions, policies, and aspects of political life whether in the United
States and/or in other nations. Political science majors select courses that interest them and
prepare them for professional or graduate education or for careers that can be entered with a B.A.
degree.

Comprehension Check

Give short answers to the questions.

1. What is characteristic of all political science
and government majors?

2. What careers do political science majors
qualify for?

3. How can young people start a career in
political science in the US?

4. What can young people do to pursue the
study of politics further?

Reading Assignment 2

To understand the system of the US education in the field of politics study the
curriculum of the Department of Political Science and International Relations at the
University of Delaware presented on page 6. The explanations given on pages 4 and 5
may help you in your analysis, but you may omit them.

Compare the Curriculum for majors for Bachelor's Degree with the program of
your University. Which of the two programs is better designed? Give a talk on the topic.

The Department of Political Science and International
Relations offers major programs leading to the B.A. in Political
Science, the B.A. in Political Science Education, and a joint
program with the Department of Foreign Languages and Literature
leading to a B.A. in French, German, or Spanish Political Science.

Political science majors acquire a broad introduction to the
study of government and politics within a liberal arts tradition. All
majors are required to complete a set of core courses that provide
an introduction to political science, American government, global
politics or political theory, research methods and a capstone
experience.




Beyond the core courses, majors may

choose to specialize in one of five concentrations, -
or to major in political science without a s =

concentration. In both cases, students are required = T =" ==
to take their remaining credits® at the upper level. = POEHEAESCIENCE==—

Coursework for both major options — with or EDECATION MAFOR——
without a concentration — aims to help students
develop analytical and written and oral
communication skills and to prepare them for a

wide array of careers and active citizenship.

The main subjects to study for the B.A. degree are:

Introduction to Political Science, American Political System, Introduction to International
Relations, Comparative Politics, Currents in Political Theory, Data Analysis for Political
Science, Capstone for Political Science, Public Administration and Public Policy, Political
Theory.

For the M. A. degree the University offers a number of programs:

1. U.S. Politics and Policy Processes: political communication and mass behavior,
political institutions and organizations, political economy and public policy, law and politics.

2. Comparative Politics and Comparative Political Economy: advanced capitalist
democracies, development, democratization, political institutions, race and ethnicity, regional
and cross-regional studies.

3. Political Theory: history of political thought, contemporary political thought,
normative theory, new democratic theory, feminist theory, continental thought, culture and
politics.

4. International Relations: foreign policy, international organization, international
political economy, international relations theory, world systems.

5. Methods: probability and statistics, linear models, advanced econometrics, game
theory, social choice.

2 credit — ycioBHOE 0YKO, HAYMCIAEMOE 3a MPOCTYIIMBAHHE KAKOrO-II. Kypca. (3a KaXIbIM ydeOHBIM
KypCOM 3aKpeIuisieTcs ONnpeaeéHHOe KOTMUECTBO «KPEAUTHBIX» (3auéTHbIX) uacoB (credit hours). Oto
MOTYT OBITh ayTUTOPHBIC YaChl, JJaA0OPAaTOPHBIE Yachl, ONPEACIEHHOE YUCIO YUEOHBIX HEAEb B CEMECTPE
WIM TpUMecTpe W T.I. s moiydeHus, HampuMep, CTEeIeHH OakalaBpa MO OJHOMY y4eOHOMY Kypcy
MOXET TpeOOBaThCs OJHO KOJWYECTBO CEMECTPOBBIX YacoOB, MO Jpyromy — apyroe. [lo okoHYaHWUU
yueOHoro 0s10ka BbIcTaBisieTcs 3a4€T. Takas cuctema HaspiBaeTcs credit system.)



CURRICULUM Degree: Bachel

or of Arts

Mayjor: Political Science

Core courses for the Major:

Data

One of the following courses:

Introduction to Political Science
American Political System

Analysis for Political Science

Capstone for Political Science

Introduction to International Relations
Comparative Politics
Currents in Political Theory

Students must choose one of the following options:

Option one: Major Without Concentration

Four of the following courses:

American Government and Politics
Comparative Government and Politics
International Relations

Public Administration and Public Policy

Option two: Major With Concentration

Students may choose among five concentrations:

® American Politics

Global Politics
Politics and Journalism
Public Law

/

Political Theory

d

Public Policy and Public Administration.

American Politics Concentration /
One of the following:

Introduction to Public Policy
State and Local Government
Public Administration
American Foreign Policy

Five courses from the following two
fields with at least two courses taken in
each field:

Mass Behavior:

Parties and Interest Groups

Class, Ethnicity and Politics

Race and Politics

Gender, Sex and Law

Introduction to Women and Politics
Voting and Elections

Politics and Media

Civil Liberties: Individual Freedoms
Civil Liberties: Equal Protection Clause

Ideas & Institutions:

Liberalism and Conservatism

American Political Thought

The Judicial Process

Constitutional Law of the United States
American Presidency

Problems in American Government
Political Leadership

Congress and Public Policy

Who Governs: Perspectives on Political
Power

\4 Global Politics Concentration

One of the following (will fulfil one of
the core courses required for all
majors):

Introduction to International Relations
Comparative Politics

Three of the following topical courses:

American Foreign Policy
International Political Economy
International Migration

Communism, Fascism and Democracy
Diplomacy

International Law and Organizations
Problems in World Politics

Problems in American Foreign Policy
Force and World Politics

Political Leadership

Human Rights and World Politics
Theories of International Relations
The United Nations and World Affairs

Three of the following country
courses:

Political Culture by Country

Politics of Developing Nations

Third World Women in Politics

Britain and Europe

East Central European Politics
Arab-Israeli Politics

Foreign Policy in the Post-Soviet Union
Latin American Political Systems
Politics in China

Politics in Japan

Southeast Asia and the World

Political Systems of the Post-Soviet
Union

African Politics

Problems of Western European Politics
Problems of Latin American Politics




VOCABULARY PRACTICE
1. Find English equivalents to the following words and expressions in Text 1.

W3ydaTe MONUTHKY; MpaBO; CTENEHb OakanaBpa; OOIIECTBO; BO3MOXXHOCTU; OO30pHBIC
Kypchl MO (KakoMy-j. MpeAMETYy); CTPYKTypa IpaBUTENIbCTB; O0OIas XapakTepHas dYepTa;
IpOJOIDKATh M3Y4YeHHUE NOJUTUKM; cuctema oOpasoBanusi CIIA; cryneHTt, mnomydaromui
CHCHHAIHM3AINI0 TI0 TOJUTOJIOTHH; MEXIyHApOIHBIC OTHOIICHUS; IMOCENIaTh YIIyOJIEHHbIC
Kypchl O (KakOMy-J. TpPEAMETY); pa3BUBaTh AaHAIUTHYECKHE W KOMMYHHMKATHBHBIC HABBIKU;
YacTHbIE W OOIIECTBEHHBIC OpPraHHW3alMW; BOMPOCH TOJUTUYECKOTO Kypca / CTpaTervw;
oOpa3oBaHue, HEOOXOIUMOE /IS TIOTYYEHUS YUEHOU CTEeTICHH.

2. Revise the material of the Unit and scan the text paying attention to the usage
of prepositions and fill in the blanks where necessary.

1) What subjects are you taught ...... the University?

2) What are you going to do after you graduate ...... the University.

3) What are the minimum entrance requirements ...... departments ........ political science in
Russia?

4) He decided to apply ....... University College, Cardift.

5) Do you know that new entrance requirements ....... political science have been established?
6) What do you think a successful career ........ politics depends ....... ?

7) After the lectures I discovered an addiction ........... International Political Economy which I
had never felt before.

8) He qualified .......... teaching Political Law.

9) They entered ..........

University in 2005. F l X I N G
10) Have you prepared ..........

your entrance examinations? BIBCti 0 “s

Tt Failarn | Awsirica’s Wierse Taka Al Politic

3. Complete the text with
the words and word combinations
given below.

knowledge, including, law,
degree, opportunities, political
science, work, international
oraanizations. subiect, careers

Many job ..... I..... are open to students witha ....2...... degree. A wide variety of policy
and administration positions in the provincial and federal civil service - or ...... 3...... - might
suit you.

In addition, policy analysis for nonprofit organizations and interest groups requires the
...... 4...... of government structures and processes that a political science ......5..... should give
you.

Similarly, some graduates take up ...... 6...... in journalism, where their knowledge of
politics is invaluable. Many other political science students ...... 7.... either for government or
in the private sector.

Political science can be matched up as a minor or major ..... 8..... with many others,

...9.....: business, communications, criminology, economics, geography, history, sociology, and
international languages. With a degree in political science, you can take more specialized
degrees in journalism, .....10....., or public administration that can open the doors to many
different careers.

10



ACTIVITY

Read the text about the requirements to the students of political science

department in an American university. Compare the assessment techniques with those

of your university. Comment on them.

Requirements

Students will be expected to complete the assigned readings and to participate actively
and regularly in class discussions. Students will be examined on the assigned readings, class
lectures and discussions, class handouts, and current European affairs by means of a mid-term
exam (25%) (March 21) and a self-scheduled final examination (40%). Each student will also be
involved in keeping track of developments in one particular European country, and will research
and prepare a policy paper of approximately 8-10 pages with bibliography on an appropriate
topic concerned with that country (20%) (due, 5:00 PM, April 25). In addition, periodic quizzes
may be given (on little or no notice) to encourage students to stay abreast of current European
politics and international affairs as they impinge on Europe, and a short essay will be assigned
toward the beginning of the term (together 15%). (Grading on late papers will be lowered by one

letter grade per day. Computer excuses are not accepted.)

Do you know that...

...In each historic period and in almost every
geographic area, we can find someone studying politics
and increasing political understanding. For example,
Plato analyzed political systems, abstracted their
analysis from more literary- and history- oriented
studies and applied an approach we would understand
as closer to philosophy. Similarly, Aristotle built upon
Plato's analysis to include historical empirical evidence
in his analysis

...During the rule of Rome, famous historians
such as Polybius, Livy and Plutarch documented the
rise of the Roman Republic, and the organization and
histories of other nations, while statesmen like Julius
Caesar, Cicero and others provided us with examples of
the politics of the republic and Rome's empire and
wars. The study of politics during this age was oriented
toward understanding history, understanding methods
of governing, and describing the operation of
governments.

...During the Middle Ages, the study of politics
was widespread in the churches and courts. Most of the
political questions surrounding the relationship
between church and state were clarified and contested
in this period.

...The advent of political science as a university
discipline is evidenced by the naming of university
departments and chairs with the title of political science
arising in the 1860s.

11
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SPEAKING
1. Opinion Exchange

Comment on the following quotations.

o ...knowledge itself is power.
Francis Bacon (1561-1626), English philosopher, lawyer, statesman

o A little knowledge is a dangerous thing;
Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring?.
Alexander Pope (1688-1744), English poet and satirist.

o Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge?
Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?
T.S.Eliot (1888-1965), American-English poet, playwright, literary
critic and editor

0 Education... has produced a vast population able to read but unable to distinguish
what is worth reading, an east prey* to sensations and cheap appeals.
G.M.Trevelyan (1876-1962), English historian

2. Brainstorming

Let us draw a portrait of a political analyst. Divide into groups and discuss the
following:
- professional qualities a person should possess
- gender factor
- education necessary for a successful career
- personal characteristics which will be very helpful
- personal characteristics which would impede making a professional career

It's interesting to know...

Charles Lutwidge Dodgson (also known as Lewis Carroll), famous
author of Alice in Wonderland, was also a noted professor of mathematics at
Oxford University and a prominent political analyst. He devised Dodgson's
Method of calculating votes during the elections.

3 Pierian [pai'eriBn] - opesnezpeu. nuepuiickuii, oTHOCAIHMICS K My3am; Pierian spring — ucrounuk
BIOXHOBCHUS
4 prey - xepTBa; 100bIYA

12
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Gildiam Peeli

GOVERNING
— i

Some books are
to be tasted, others to
be swallowed, and
some few to be chewed
and digested.

n[Mﬂﬂn ncv Francis Bacon
AND POPULISM

@@@ It's funny..

"You just gave an hour long

report on why you weren't
prepared to give your five-
minute report. And you don't
see how you're working harder
to get out of work?"

| Politics is more difficult
than physics.

[ Albert Einstein |l

"In an increasingly complex world, sometimes
old questions require new answers."

13



"What software would you recommend to give my
presentation so much flash and sizzle that nobody
notices that I have nothing to say?"

West
Germany

Political Analysis

WRITING

Write an essay on the topic:
How do you imagine your future work? What will you be doing in ten-fifteen years from now?

INTERNET EXERCISE

1. Imagine you graduated from the University of Delaware and got a B.A. degree in
American Politics. Search the Internet for job opportunities. Use employment sites.
Deliver the results in class.

U.S. & International Sites

e 100 Hot Jobs & Careers provides a gateway to many job sites.
e st Steps in the Hunt

14
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e (areer Counseling Topics at Women.com

e Employment Opportunities with the United
Nations

e Find a Job - Search 40 job sites at once.

e H-Job Net - job postings for humanities and
social sciences

e Headhunter.net

e (Quintessential Career and Job-Hunting
Resources Guide

e Student Center - job search ideas and
resources

e U.S. Federal Government Job
Announcements - search a database of over
1500 jobs, updated daily.

e Women's Career Resources from Yahoo

AMERICA'S
GLOBAL
RESPONSIBILITY

2. You want to study politics in the USA or Canada. With the help of the Internet
choose a college or a university. Explain your choice. Tell the class about opportunities
of getting a scholarship. The following sites may be helpful to you.

Campus Tours: Virtual College Tours
Canadian Post-secondary Education

Christina DeMello's list of over 3000 Colleges
and Universities

College Key has links to U.S. and Canadian
universities and scholarship information.
Peterson's: U.S. Colleges and Universities
U.S. College Admissions

U.S. News Online: Colleges & Careers
Yahoo! - Colleges and Universities

ANDRES OPPENHEIMER

FETER LENTINI

Globalisation

Firagen, Efbcls o ha bargers
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|| Unit 2. POLITICS AND POLITICIANS
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“Man is by nature a
political animal.”

Aristotle. Politics, 1.

N

A statesman is a politician
who places himself at the service
of the nation. A politician is a
statesman who places the nation

at his service.

Georges Pompidou.
Observer. 30 Dec 1973.

'Sayings of the Year'

7

PRE-READING TASKS AND DISCUSSION

1. Answer the questions.

1. What associations do you have with the word
“politics”?

2. What nouns go with the adjective “political”?
3. What is politics and why do we need it?

4. Can we live without politics?

5. Who are politicians? Do you like them?

2. Arrange the following words into as many word collocations
as you can. Make up your own sentences with the collocations.

addiction to
be engaged in gg?t())/nal politics

adopt talk
set
follow / pursue / sound

adhere to — flexible Poiggn

ong-term . )

form / shape —> § cautious N " L5 policy
| P short-term firm / tough military
implement / pro-Western monetary

carry out aggressive
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3. Bear in mind, that the word 'policy’ has another meaning, not connected with
the sphere of politics. Translate the following sentences using the dictionary if

necessary.
Honesty is the best policy.

1. I'd like to receive a life insurance policy.

2. It's vital to pursue a policy of peace in the region.
3. What can you say about the recruitment policy of the company?
4. If you leave the country, your medical care policy will be cancelled.

4. Translate the sentences paying attention to the difference in meaning of the
adjectives 'political’ and 'politic’.
1. I think, it will be politic to make a compromise and agree with them on some of the issues.
2. My favourite subjects are Political Economy and Political geography.
3. The leaders of the main political parties took part in the yesterday's TV debate.
4. Were you present at the lecture on Political Science?
5. I believe, the policy of this political party is very politic.

READING
Vocabulary Input

1. Say what meanings the noun and the verb 'exercise' have in the following
sentences.

1. Demonstrations and meetings are our legal exercise of rights and freedoms.
2. Leadership is not the exercise of force alone.

3. The government must exercise control over its committees.

4. We need this newspaper to exercise our right to free speech.

2. Translate the sentences paying attention to the difference in meaning of the
nouns '‘economics’' and ‘economy’.

1. He is an Economics major.

2. Many of the fundamental concepts and principles of classical economics were set forth by
Adam Smith.

3. Most of the countries on the region have unstable economies.

4. China is a socialist country, and the government plays a predominant role in the economy.
5. The shift to market economy helped the country to survive.

Politics is the art of the possible.
Otto von Bismarck

Reading Assignment

Read the text and be ready to discuss it.

WHAT IS POLITICS?

Politics is exciting because people disagree. They disagree about how they should live.
How should power and other resources be distributed? Should society be based on cooperation
or conflict? And so on. They also disagree about how such matters should be resolved. How
should collective decisions be made? Who should have a say? How much influence should each
person have? And so on. For Aristotle, this made politics the ‘master science’: that is, nothing
less than the activity through which human beings attempt to improve their lives and create the
Good Society. Politics is, above all, a social activity. It is always a dialogue, and never a
monologue.
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Solitary individuals such as Robinson Crusoe may be able to develop a simple economy,
produce art, and so on, but they cannot engage in politics.

Defining politics

Politics, in its broadest sense, is the activity through which people make, preserve and
amend the general rules under which they live. Although politics is also an academic subject
(sometimes indicated by the use of “Politics” with a capital P), it is then clearly the study of this
activity. Politics is thus linked to the phenomena of conflict and cooperation. On the one hand,
the existence of rival opinions, different wants, competing needs and opposing interests
guarantees disagreement about the rules under which people live. On the other hand, people
recognize that, in order to influence these rules or ensure that they are upheld, they must work
with others. This is why the heart of politics is often portrayed as a process of conflict resolution,
in which rival views or competing interests are reconciled with one another. However, politics in
this broad sense is more a search for conflict resolution than its achievement, as not all conflicts
can be resolved.

Any attempt to clarify the meaning of ‘politics’ must address two major problems. The
first is the mass of associations that the word has when used in everyday language; in other
words, politics is a ‘loaded’ term. Whereas most people think of, say, economics, geography,
history and biology as academic subjects, few people discuss politics in an impartial manner. To
make matters worse, politics is usually thought of as a ‘dirty’ word: it arises images of trouble,
disruption and even violence on the one hand, and deceit, manipulation and lies on the other.

The second difficulty is that even respected authorities cannot agree what the subject is
about. Politics is defined in such different ways: as the exercise of power, the exercise of
authority, the making of collective decisions, the allocation of scarce resources, the practice of
deception and manipulation, and so on.

Politics is the art of feasibility.
Otto von Bismarck
Politics as the art of government

‘Politics is not a science ... but an art’, Chancellor Bismarck told the German Reichstag.
The art Bismarck had in mind the art of government, the exercise of control within society
through making and enforcement of collective decisions. This is perhaps the classical definition
of politics, developed from the original meaning of the term in Ancient Greece.

In this light politics can be understood as referring to the affaires of the polis — in effect,
“what concerns the polis”. The modern definition is ‘what concerns the state’. This view of
politics is clearly evident in the everyday use of the term: people are said to be ‘in politics” when
they hold public office, or to be ‘entering politics’ when they seek to do so.

In many ways, the notion that politics amounts to ‘what concerns the state’ is the
traditional view of the discipline, reflected in the tendency for academic study to focus upon the
personnel and machinery of government. To study politics is in essence to study government, or,
more broadly, to study the exercise of authority.

Politics as compromise and consensus

Politics can be also seen as a particular means of resolving conflict: that is, by
compromise and negotiation, rather than through force and naked power. This is what is implied
when politics is portrayed as “the art of the possible”. Such a definition is inherent in the
everyday use of the term. For instance, the description of a solution to a problem as a “political”
implies peaceful debate and arbitration, opposed to what is often called a “military” solution.

Borrowed from Andrew Heywood “Politics”
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Comprehension Check

Answer the questions to the text.

1. Why Aristotle called politics the “master science”?

2. What are the main approaches to defining politics?

3. What is more important to search for conflict or to achieve it and why?
4. What does the academic subject “Politics” study?

5. Can you give a classical definition of politics?

6. How can politics be understood as compromise?

It is interesting...

Aristotle (384-322 BC), Greek philosopher, was a
student of Plato and tutor of the young Alexander the
Great. He established his own school of philisophy in
Athens in 335 BC. His 22 surviving treatises, compiled as
lecture notes, range over logic, phisics, astronomy, biology,
ethics and politics. In the Middle Ages, Aristotle’s work
became the foundation of Islamic philosophy, and it was
later incorporated into Christian theology. His best known
political work is Politics, a study of the ideal constitution.

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

1. Find in the text English equivalents to the following words and expressions.

Bnusate Ha 3Tu npaBuia; NOHATHE / MPECTAaBICHUE; 110Ipa3yMeBaTh; JeaTh MOMPABKH /
COBEpIIEHCTBOBATh; NPUMHUPATHCS APYr € JPYroM; Hacuiaue / IPUMEHEHHME CHJbI; pelleHHe
po0JIeMbl; OCYIIECTBJICHUE MOJHOMOYMI; NPUMEHEHHUE BIACTH; HEJOCTAaTOYHBIM / CKyIHBIH;
pacnpenelieHue /pa3MelleHue pecypcoB; nedaThl / MOJIEMUKA; 3aHUMaTh TOCYIApCTBEHHYIO /
OO0IIECTBEHHYIO JJOJDKHOCTB; apOuTpax / pasperieHne KOH(GIUKTHBIX CUTYyaluii; HaOIro1eHue 3a
IIPOBEJICHUEM B JKU3Hb (3aKOHA U T. I1.) / IPUHYXICHUE; 3aHUMAThCS OJUTUKOM.

2. Match definitions with the corresponding terms.

1. conflict a. ‘Legitimate power’ to influence the behaviour of others.

2. co-operation b. The ability to achieve a desired outcome; that is, as the ability to influence
the behaviour of others in a manner not of their choosing.

3. polis c. Competition between opposing forces, reflecting a diversity of opinions,

4. authority

5. power

preferences, needs or interests.

d. City-state; classically understood to imply the highest or most desirable
form of social organization.

e. Working together; achieving goals through collective action.

3. Complete the sentences choosing the best adjective.

Ok W

rival, competing, opposing, impartial

team is very strong.

speech produced a great impression on the audience.

. I followed the TV debate with interest. It was a real clash of .......... points of view.
. There are several
. The secretary sold our secrets to the .......... company.

. Some multi-national companies produce ............ goods to control international markets.

............ views on the evolution of society.



4. Find in the text two nouns derived from the verb 'to deceit'.

5. Translate the sentences.

1. CymecTByeT MHEHHE, UTO MOJIUTHKA - HE HAYKa, a HCKYCCTBO.
2. I'paxnanoBeaeHue - paszies MOJIUTOIOTHHH.

3. KT0 onpenensier BHyTPEHHIOIO ¥ BHEIIHIOO MOJIUTUKY CTPaHbI?

4. OnHO U3 MEPBBIX KIACCUYECKUX ONMPEICICHUI TEpMUHA MOSIBUIIOCH B JpeBHeil ['pennu.

5. M3y4arh MOJMTHUKY - 3TO O CYIIECTBY M3ydaTh (OpMY MPaBICHHUS, WIH, B OOJIee IMUPOKOM
CMBICJIE, - U3y4aTh MPUMEHEHHUE BIacTU (OCyIIECTBICHUE TOJTHOMOYHN).

6. Kutaiickoe 0011ecTBO OTJIMYAETCS OT HAIIETO NOTUTHYECKUMH U SKOHOMUYECKUMHU

IMpUHOUIIAMHA OpTraHU3allnu.

SPEAKING

1. Giving a talk

Give a talk on the following topics

POLITICIANS
ARE THE SAME

ALL OVER. THEY

. How has ‘politics’ been understood by

various thinkers and traditions? PROMISE TO E
o Can the study of politics be scientific? BUILD A BRI DG
e  Why does politics often carry negative EVEN WH ERE

associations?

e Ispolitics inevitable? Could politics ever be
brought to an end?

. Is it possible to study politics objectively?

THERE IS NO
RIVER.

NIKITA
KHRUSHCHEV

2. Discussion

Make up a dialogue discussing:

hated
intelligent
loved
popular
stupid

The most politician in your country

Each of you is supposed to have your own candidate. Do your best to prove your
point!

3. Opinion Exchange.

Agree or disagree with the statements
“A politician is a fellow

who gives you the key
to the city after he’s
taken everything worth
having”

. “Politics is the most concentrated form of economics”™ (V.
Lenin)

. Politics can be seen as civilized and civilizing force.

. Politics is war without bloodshed while war is politics
with bloodshed. (Mao Tse-tung)

. It is the ability to foretell what is going to happen
tomorrow, next week, next month, and next year. And to have
the ability afterwards to explain why it didn't happen. (W.

Churchill)
e Politics are almost as exciting as war and quite as

dangerous. In war you can only be killed once, but in politics -
many times. (W. Churchill)

20



4. Brainstorming

Divide into two groups. Students in the first group are professional politicians;
those in the second group are ordinary citizens (voters). Each group makes a list of
features typical of a politician.

Which adjectives will you use to characterize them?

What are politicians mainly occupied with when in office?

Make a list of their priorities.

Compare the lists of both groups in class. Discuss common and different points.

Notes on It's interesting...
Language

and Culture Slang terms for 'politician' include 'politico' and 'pol'.

The Australian slang term for politicians is 'pollies'.

Jokes, Anecdotes

MINIMUM

Although politics has historically been considered an
honorable profession, many people today, even in democratic
countries, have a poor opinion of politicians as a class. They
are sometimes seen as unscrupulous, willing fo say anything to
get elected even if it is not in keeping with their principles or
intentions. They may also be suspected of using government
assets or privileges for their own interests, rather than the
interests of the people. Indeed, incidents of political corruption are not uncommon. The
following jokes prove that people are not always happy about those who they elected.

*x % %

A bus filled with politicians was driving through the countryside one day, on the
campaign trail. The bus driver, caught up in the beautiful scenery, loses control and
crashes into the ditch. A farmer living nearby hears the horrible crash and rushes out to
discover the wreckage. Finding the politicians, he buries them.

The next day, the police came fo the farm to question the man.

"So you buried all the politicians?" asked the police officer. "Were they all dead?"

The farmer answered, "Some said they weren't, but you know how politicians lie."

(@ )

Politics have
no relation to
morals.

The Whole Truth?

"The reason it's always so difficult for this president to
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth is

. because it's usually three different stories."
Niccolo

Machiavelli
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ELEMENTARY, MR PRESIDENT

One day George Bush is going to give a speech at an Elementary School. He asks the
teacher what the children are studying and she replies that they are learning about Greek
Tragedies. So the President decides to talk about Tragedies.

He asks a student, "What would you consider to be a tragedy?"

The kid thinks for awhile and then says, " If a boy is running affer a ball into a
street and gets run over by a car and dies."

Bush responds, "No, I don't think that's a tragedy... that's an accident." Then Bush
asks another kid to give an example of a tragedy.

The kid says, "If a bus full of kids drives over a cliff and they all die."

This time Bush says, "I don't think that's a tragedy... I think that's a great loss."
So again Bush asks another kid fo give an example of a tragedy.

The kid responds, "If you and Dick Chenney are on Air Force One and it crashes."

"Right!" says Bush to the kid. "That would be a tragedy... how did you ever know
that?"

Quickly, the kid replies, " Because I know it's not an accident and I know it's not a

great loss."
Funny Quotations @ @ @
Politicians, like underwear, should be changed often,
‘ EXIT and for the same reasons.
. There are two sides to every issue, and a politician
usually takes both.

An honest politician is one who when he is bought will
stay bought.

Simon Cameron
Nothing is so admirable in politics as a short
i memory.
e John Kenneth Galbraith
Any man who is under 30, and is not a liberal, has no
heart; and any man who is over 30, and is not a
conservative, has no brains.

b

A POLITICIAN LEAVING
POLITICS

Winston Churchill

"No wonder you've
got insomnia - you

sleep all day in the
House of Commons
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Ancient Rome declined
because it had a Senate; now
what's going to happen to us with
both a Senate and a House?

Will Rogers

(1879 - 1935)

US humorist & showman.
You'll come across a lot of his

Good Alarm in My Car

A man parks his car in front of the main
entrance of the Congress. Immediately, a
member of the security team goes after him
yelling, "Sir!l Sirl You cannot park in herel All the
congressmen are about to go out!"

The man replies "Don't worry! I have a

quotations further in the book. | 900d alarm in my car.”

Bureaucracy

Let's play a game, its called bureaucracy,
the first one to do anything loses.

CONGRESS

R lop

Will Rogers

"He's a very high-tech guy - He handles all his
bribes through e-bay."

LESSONS IN LIFE

DAD - Son, come in here, we need to talk.

SON - What's up, Dad?

DAD - There's a scratch down the side of the car. Did you do it?

SON - I don't believe; if I understand the definition of "scratch the car"; that I can say,
truthfully, that I did not scratch the car.

DAD - Well, it wasn't there yesterday, and you drove the car last night, and no one else
has driven it since. How can you explain the scratch?

SON - Well, as I've said before, I have no recollection of scratching the car. While it is
true that I did take the car out last night, I did not scratch it.

DAD - But your sister, Monica, has told me she saw you back the car against the mailbox at
the end of the driveway, heard a loud scraping sound, saw you get out to examine the car,
and then drive away. So again I'll ask you, yes or no, did you scratch the car?

SON - Oh, you mean you think you have evidence to prove I scratched it. Well, you see, I
understood you to mean "I" scratched the car. I stand by my earlier statement, that I did
not scratch the car.

DAD - Are you trying to tell me you didn't drive the car into the mailbox?
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SON - Well, you see sir, I was trying to drive the car into the street. I mishandled the
steering of the car, and it resulted in direct contact with the mailbox, though that was
clearly not my intent.

DAD - So you are then saying that you did hit the mailbox?

SON - No sir, that's not my statement. I'll refer you back to my original statement that I
did not scratch the car.

DAD - But the car did hit the mailbox, and the car did get scratched as a result of this
contact?

SON - Well, yes, I suppose you could look at it that way.

DAD - So you lied to me when you said you did not scratch the car?

SON - No. No, that's not correct. Your question was "Did I scratch the car?" From a
strict legal definition, as I understood the meaning of that sentence, I did not scratch the
car... the mailbox did... T was merely present when the scratching occurred. So my answer
of "No" when you asked "Did I scratch the car" was legally correct, although I did not
volunteer information.

DAD - Where in the heck did you learn to be such a liar?

SON - From the President of the United States.

"It's the usual promise to cut taxes..."

INTELLIGENT CAR RADIO

A lady bought a new $100,000 Mercedes and proudly drove it off the showroom
floor to take home. Halfway home, she attempted to change radio stations and saw that
there appeared to be only one station. She immediately turned around and headed back to
the dealer.

Once at the dealer, she found her salesman and began to excitedly explain that her
radio was not working, and they must replace it since she only had one radio station. The
salesman calmed her down and told her that her car radio was voice-activated, and that
she would only need to state aloud the type of music that she wanted and the car would
find it.

She got into the car and started the engine and then said the word "country," and
the radio changed to a station playing a George Strait song. She was satisfied and started
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home. After a while she decided to try out the radio and said "rock ‘n' roll;" the radio
station changed and a song by the Rolling Stones came from the speakers. Quite pleased,
the woman continued driving.

A few blocks from her house, another driver ran a light causing her to slam on her
brakes to avoid a collision. The woman angrily exclaimed, "Asshole!"

The radio cut over to George Bush's press conference.

Funny Quotations @ @ @

In politics stupidity is not a handicap.

Napoleon

Being an MP is the sort of job all working-class
parents want for their children - clean, indoors and
no heavy lifting.

Diane Abbott

He knows nothing; and he thinks he knows
everything. That points clearly o a political career.
George Bernard Shaw

SWITCHING SIDES

A life long supporter of the labour party was lying on his death bed when he
suddenly decided to join the Tory party.

"But why?" asked his puzzled friend, "You're labour through and through.. Why
change now?"

The man learned forward and explained, "Well, I'd rather it was one of them that
died and not one of us."

"My prison's better
than your prison!’

EXAMPLE OF POLITICAL DEBATE
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THE JOKES ON PUTIN IN HUMOUR COLLECTION

1. President Vladimir Putin has released a new program for reform. Its first goal: ' To make
people rich and happy. (List of people attached.)

2. Putin calls in the finance minister and says: "Listen, what's going on with the economy?"
“Er, Vladimir Vladimirovich, I can explain. ..."
"No, no, you don't need to explain. I can do that myself. Just tell me, what's going on?"

3. Stalin appears to Putin in a dream, and asks: 'Can I do anything to help you?"

Putin says: ‘Why is everything here so bad - the economy is falling to pieces, and so
on. What am I to do?'

Stalin, without pausing for thought, answers: 'Execute the entire government, and
paint the walls of the Kremlin blue.’

"Why blue?' Putin asks.

Stalin replies: 'T had a feeling that you would only want to discuss the second part.’

Dmitry Perevyazkin book of jokes about Putin

ACTIVITY

You know that prominent political figures are often viewed in a very unfavourable
light. Look at the picture gallery below. Can you recognize these people? Are they
pictured fairly enough? Give your opinion about caricatures and politicians.
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ON WOMEN IN POLITICS..

I consider women who are authors, lawyers and politicians are monsters.
Pierre-Auguste Renoir

I'm always rather nervous about how you talk about women who are active in
politics, whether they want to be talked about as women or as politicians.
John Fitzgerald Kennedy

In politics, if you want anything said, ask a man; if you want anything done, ask a

roman Margaret Thatcher
WHO REALLY RULES THE WORLD?
—.-; IJ T:f’
BEFORE MAKING YOUR Cl;bss - 1;HINK WELL
INTERNET EXERCISE

Find in the Internet information about Aristotle and his ideas on politics. Give a
talk in class.
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Unit 3. THE PURPOSE OF
GOVERNMENT

PRE-READING TASKS AND
DISCUSSION

1. Answer the questions:

1. What are the basic purposes of
government?

2. Why do we need it?

3. Can you imagine living without any
government? What would our life look
like?

2. Look at the pictures on the left
and say what you know about these
buildings.

3. Read the following sentences and
say what meanings the word
'‘government' has.

1. A government is the body that has the authority to make and the power to enforce laws within an
organization or group.

2. There are different forms of government. Monarchies have hereditary rulers, less chosen than
nurtured into the post. Oligarchies are governed by a few wealthy members of the community.
Democracies are governed by the governed. Anarchies are regulated by no one.

3. "In general the art of government consists in taking as much money as possible from one party of
citizens to give it to the other." Voltaire

When in charge, ponder. When in doubt, mumble. When in trouble,

delegate.
Voltaire.

3. Translate the following word collocations and make up your own sentences with them:

national
. g
federal coalition \
state had Y
local — Shacow > V
/ corrupt (non-)
to form > strong ¢ intervention
to head / run / operate conservative weak I & (non-)
to subygrt / overthrow liberal -7 provisional n interference
to petition "
labour m
c
under the democratic n
parliamentary t
dictatorial
totalitarian
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READING That gov.ernment is the strongest of which every
man feels himself a part.
Vocabulary Input Thomas Jefferson

1. In English there are many
groups of words that have the same form for different parts of speech. Define whether the
underlined words are nouns, adjectives or verbs. Translate the sentences.

1. It’s an expensive investment, but it will benefit the company in the long run.

. Are you entitled to unemployment benefit?

. These small businesses may benefit greatly from the changes in the banking policy.
. The car is less than a year old, and therefore still under guarantee.

. The manufacturers guarantee the refrigerator for three years.

. The government sets a higher value on defence, than on education.

. Their research into ancient languages is of little practical value.

. I’ll always value your friendship.

0 IO\ hn WD

2. The synonyms of the word 'to _coerce' are 'to force', 'to compel', 'to repress’, 'to
constrain'. Translate the following sentences with the verb 'to coerce' and its derivatives.

1. The criminal claimed he had been coerced into making a confession.
2. The government is going to use coercive measures to stop the strike.
3. They won the election through a mixture of bribery and coercion.

Reading Assignment
Read the text and be ready to discuss it.

THE PURPOSE OF GOVERNMENT

Most people do not like being told what to do. Fewer still like being coerced into acting a
certain way. Yet, billions of people in countries across the world willingly submit to the coercive
power of government. They accept laws that state on which side of the road to drive, how many
wives (or husbands) they can have, what constitutes a contract, - and how much they must pay to
support the government that makes these coercive laws.

Governments at any level require citizens to surrender some freedom as part of being
governed. Governments exist to control; to govern means "to control". Why do people
surrender their freedom to this control? To obtain the benefits of government. Throughout
history, government has served two major purposes: maintaining order (preserving life and protecting
property) and providing public goods. More recently some governments have added a third purpose:
promoting equality.

Maintaining order is the oldest objective of government. Maintaining order means
establishing the rule of law to preserve life and protect property.

After governments have established basic order, they can pursue other ends. Using their
coercive powers, they can tax citizens to raise money to spend on public goods, which are
benefits and services that are available to everyone - such as education, medical care and parks.
Public goods benefit all citizens but are not likely to be produced by the voluntary acts of
individuals. The government of ancient Rome, for example, built aqueducts to carry fresh
water from the mountains to the city.

The promotion of equality has not always been a major objective of government. It
appeared only in the 20™ century, as a result of industrialization and urbanization. Confronted by
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poverty, some political leaders in European nations pioneered extensive government programs to
improve life for the poor. Under the emerging concept of the welfare state, government's role
expanded to provide individuals with medical care, education, and a guaranteed income, "from
cradle to grave". Sweden, Britain, and other nations adopted welfare programs aimed at reducing
social inequalities. This relatively new purpose of government has been by far the most
controversial. People often oppose taxation for public goods (building roads and schools, for
example) because of its cost alone. They oppose more strongly taxation for government programs
to promote economic and social equality on principle.

The key issue here is government's role in redistributing income, taking from the
wealthy to give to the poor. Using the state to redistribute income was originally a radical idea,
set forth by Marx as the ultimate principle of developed communism: "from each according to his
ability, to each according to his needs". This extreme has never been realized in any government,
not even in communist states. But over time, taking from the rich to help the needy has
become a legitimate function of most governments.

To understand government and the political process, you must be able to identify the basic
values they entail. Just as people sit back from a wide-screen motion picture to gain perspective,
to understand any government you need to take a broad view, a view much broader than that
offered by examining specific political events. You need to use political concepts.

The concepts that relate to what government tries to do are order, freedom, and equality. All
governments by definition value order; maintaining order is part of the meaning of government.
Most governments at least claim to preserve individual freedom while they maintain order,
although they vary widely in the extent to which they succeed. Few governments even profess to
guarantee equality, and governments differ greatly in policies that pit equality against freedom.

Comprehension check

Answer the questions:

1. What is meant by the coercive
power of government?

2. How many major goals does any
government have? What are they?

3. What is the oldest purpose of
government?

4. Give a definition of public
goods.

5. Why the promotion of equality
is the most controversial purpose?

6. What political concepts should
one consider to understand political

events?

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

1. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions.

J1oOpoBOJIbHBIE JEUCTBUS; "TOCYIapCTBO BCEOOIIEro OarococTosHus"; MOAAECpKAHUE TOPSIKA;
0€HOCTh; OCHOBHOW HPUHIMITL, MOJYUHUTHCS/TIOKOPUTHCS MPUHYIUTEIBHOW CHJIE TOCYIapCTBa;
BBUIBUTaTh (MJCI0); CIYXKUTh IEJIAM; OINPEACTATh / Ha3Ha4YaTh IIEHHOCTH; BBICTyHaTh IMPOTHB
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HAJIOT000JIOKEHHS; TaPaHTUPOBAHHBIHN JTOXO; 3IpaBOOXPaHEHHEe; HOPMa IIpaBa; 00JaraTh rpaxaaH
HAJIOTOM; HAaNpaBJICHHBI Ha CHW)KEHUE COLMAIBHOTO HEPABEHCTBA; JICTUTUMHASA (YHKLUS;
IpeciieIoBaTh MHBIE ILIEJIH; 3allUIaTh COOCTBEHHOCTh; CHOCOOHOCTh; UMETh YCIEX; JAOCTYITHBIN
KaX/I0MY; COXpaHEHHE >KM3HU; BBICTABIATH B KaueCTBE MPOTHBHUKA MPOTHB KOTO-J., / YEro-i.;
I0OBIBaTh JICHBI'H / J1aBaTh CCyIy Ha YTO-TO; CIIOCOOCTBOBAaTh YKOHOMHUYECKOMY M COLMAIBHOMY
PaBEHCTBY; 3asIBIISATH / TPeOOBATh; CIIOPHBII, COMHUTENBHBIN; OOIIECTBEHHBIE OJara.

2. Fill in the blanks with the word 'government’ and its derivatives in the proper forms:

Government, govern, governing, governor

1. The country was ........ by a small elite of military officers.
2. The ....... party doesn’t want an election yet.
3. He was elected ....... of the sate of Florida.

4. They benefited from the changes in taxation policy under the last Labour ....... .
5. In Britain the Queen is the formal head of state, but it is the prime minister and cabinet who

6........ has been entrusted to the elected politicians.

3. Find the equivalents for '6eaHble’, '60ratbie’ and 'Hyxxgarowmecs' in the text and translate
the following from Russian into English.

1. boratbie u CHIbHBIC HUKOT/IA HE MOMMYT OCTHBIX U CIIA0BIX.

2. B rocynapctse BceoOLIero 6;1arococTossHUs He OyAeT HyKAaroLIIXCs.

3. be3ioMHbIE HE MPUHUMAIOT YYacTHE B BbIOOpaX, IO3TOMY OHM HE HUHTEPECHBI HEKOTOPBIM
IIOJINTUKAM.

4. Yro Bamia naptust cobupaercs clienarh JUisi yMEHbIIEHUs KOoJIrn4ecTBa 0€3paboTHBIX?

E———
——

| qTP

1:

" The situation is serious, Prime Minister. We've run out of non-
governmental agencies we can blame."

SPEAKING

1. Every government policy reflects a choice between conflicting values (freedom vs
order; freedom vs equality), it reinforces certain values at the expense of others. Choose
one of the following dilemmas and give your point:

a) Which is better: to live under a government that allows individuals complete freedom to
do whatever they please or to live under one that enforces strict law and order?

b) Which is better: to let all citizens keep the same share of their income or to tax wealthier
people at a higher rate to fund programs for poorer people?
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2. Many people voice the opinion: “Politics and government seem so complicated
that a person like me can’t understand what’s going on”. Do you agree with it? Prove your
answer.

3. The scope of government action to provide public goods can be different:

- building roads
- operating oil wells

- generating electric power, etc.

Are they functions of the government or of private business? Work in pairs and act
out a dialogue defending the opposite opinions.

4. Dwell on the following

quotations:

a

Fear is the foundation of most
governments.
John Adams

The worst thing in the world, next to
anarchy, is government.
Henry Ward Beecher

Government big enough to supply
everything you need is big enough to
take everything you have... The course
of history shows that as a government
grows, liberty decreases.

Thomas Jefferson

That government is best which
governs the least, because its people
discipline themselves.

Thomas Jefferson

No Government can be long secure
without a formidable Opposition.
Benjamin Disraeli

Every country has the government it
deserves.
[Fr., Toute nation a le gouvernement

qu'elle merite.]

Q

Joseph Marie De Maistre

Let the people think they govern and
they will be governed.
William Penn

Many people consider the things
which government does for them to be
social progress, but they consider the
things government does for others as
socialism.

Earl Warren

It's interesting to know...

... In China, in recurring dynasties, the type of
government created in the 3rd century B.C.
lasted for two millennia. Even though the
Ching dynasty ended in 1911, centralized
government following the imperial model has
been resurrected by the communists. In
Europe, on the other hand, no one succeeded
in reviving the Roman empire.

... Prince Vladimir of Kiev became a Christian
in 989 A.D. Slavic peoples then converted en
masse to the orthodox faith. The grand dukes
of Moscow annexed the Ukraine and other
lands to create the Russian empire. This
Christian  empire thereby became a
continuation of the Byzantine empire and the
Roman empire before that. Its model of
empire involved a partnership between
church and state, with the church in a
subordinate position. The Russian czar (or
“Caesar”) ruled a largely totalitarian state
which, like that in China, was readily adapted
to communist rule.

... The Islamic religion had also managed to
bring a large territory under its control. The
ruling caliphs, successors to Mohammed,
combined religious and political authority.
But, again, the religious was preferred to the
secular. The purpose of empire was to convert
persons to the Moslem faith and to govern
society according to laws and regulations
which Mohammed himself had prescribed.
The caliphates in Damascus and Baghdad had
authority over the entire realm of Islam.
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5. Give a talk.
A) Comment on the table below.

Russian System of Government
Based on 1993 Constitution

LEGISLATURE EXECUTIVE
FEDERAL ASSEMELY PRESIDENT
NDMINATES PI
CBN DISBAND DUNMA
UPFPER FEDERAL VEAR TERIM
COUNCIL LOWER STATE DUMA wLi.x. OF zT TERIMS
-172 DEPUTIES PRIME MINISTER ELECTED BY POPULAR.
-2 FRONW EACH OF 20 VOTE
REGIONS: 1/2 ARE |
LoCALLY ELECTED 450 DEPUTIES: 112 BY PARTY
EXECUTIVEHEADS, 122 LIST VOTE, 152 THROUGH Tc?q%EIITJI;?R CHOQSE:
AHFE HEADS OF SINGLE MEMBER. CONSTITUENCIES. “HEADS OF “POWER.
REGIONAL IESISLATURE. e

B) In different political ideologies the scope of government control of social and economic

problems differs greatly ranging from “most” to “least”.
Study the chart and be ready to talk on the variety of the relationships between government

and citizens.

MOST LEAST
GOVERNMENT GOVERNMENT

POLITICAL THEORIES

Totalitarianism Libertarianism Anarchism

ECONOMIC THEORIES

Socialism Capitalism Laissez Faire

ACTIVITY

Using newspapers, find three examples of how the government serves the people in any
country in the world.

Do not criticize your government when out of the
country. Never cease to do so when at home.
Winston Churchill

ﬂ k—/
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It's funny...

What a job!

Can you imagine working at the following
Company? It has a little over 500 employees with
the following statistics:

- 29 have been accused of spouse abuse

- 7 have been arrested for fraud

- 19 have been accused of writing bad cheques
- 117 have bankrupted at least two businesses
- 3 have been arrested for assault

- 71 cannot get a credit card due to bad credit
- 14 have been arrested on drug-related charges
- 8 have been arrested for shop-lifting

- 21 are current defendants in lawsuits

- In 1998 alone 84 were stopped for drunk
driving

Can you guess which organization this is?
Give up?

It's the 535 members of the United States
Congress. The same group that perpetually cranks
out hundreds upon hundreds of new laws designed
to keep the rest of us in line.

Funny quotations:

In rivers and bad governments, the
lightest things swim at the top.
Benjamin Franklin

Anybody who enjoys being in the House
of Commons probably needs psychiatric
help.

Ken Livingstone.

We have the best government that
money can buy.
Mark Twain

It's easy being a humorist when you've
got the whole government working for
you.

Will Rogers

Tt's a good thing we don't get all the
government we pay for.
Will Rogers

A Eov ERNAENT OF

H=E PeoPLg,
W ThE FPEOPLE FIR THE peape

S W,
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WRITING

Charity (voluntary giving to the poor)
has a strong basis in Western religious
traditions; using the power of the state to
support the poor does not. Which of the two
approaches is more popular in Russia and more
consistent with the Orthodox Church?

Write an essay (200 words).

TTS A 300 PAGE GOVERNMENT (UESTICNNAIRE
REOUT curnmrs BACK. oM Bumcmc:}fl

Any woman who understands the
problems of running a home will
be nearest to understanding the
problems of running the country.

Margaret Thatcher

P
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INTERNET EXERCISE

This engraving is from the 1651 edition of Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes. It shows Hobbes’s
sovereign, the symbol of power and government.

Find in the Internet as much information as possible about the author, the book and the
picture. Describe it.
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Unit 4. FREEDOM VERSUS ORDER

PRE-READING TASKS AND DISCUSSION

1. Carry out the tasks and answer the
questions.

1. In Unit 3, we noted that almost all citizens are willing to accept limitations on their
personal freedom in return for various benefits of government. Try to recall the major purposes
of government. Do you remember which one it values most of all?

2. Why do you think freedom and order are called “conflicting values”?

2. Translate the following word combinations containing the word “freedom”

of speech \

of expression
to enjoy of access
to speak with of assembly
to fight for of faith / religion
to exercise of conscience
to abridge / curtail of movement

of enterprise /
freedom

degree of from fear
exercise of from taxes

3. Sometimes ‘“freedom of the press”, “freedom of speech” and ‘“freedom of
expression” are used as synonyms, but there is still some difference. Study the
definitions below and guess which of them explains each of the “freedoms”:

e freedom of - is a civil right guaranteed by the 1-st Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution (one of the amendments of the Bill of Rights)
e freedom of - is the right to freely say what you please including the right to

create and distribute movies, pictures, songs, dances and other forms of communication

e freedom of - is a guarantee of free public expression and published reporting. It
also extends to news gathering. @
%

-
0 > Liberty means responsibility. That is why most men dread it.
George Bernard Shaw.

» The liberty of the individual must be thus far limited; he must not make
himself a nuisance to other people.

John Stuart Mill
J




4. Using the new vocabulary, comment on the situations presented in the photos.

il
T
3

A shot from Leni Riefenstahl's
film "Triumph of the Will' (1935;
'"Triumph des Willens'), a

Staging a stand-in in the US documentary study of the 1934 In Speaker's Corner of Hyde
Nazi Party convention at Park. London
Nirnberg ’

‘Swan Lake' during the attempted

coup in the former USSR, August B Y {CaAls- 3
19-21, 1991 The fall of the Berlin Wall, October 1989.
(an attempt to return to the old-line (It was built by Soviet-controlled East Germany to stop
Communist Party values) people escaping from East to West on the night of 12-13

August, 1961.)

READING

Vocabulary Input

1. Using the dictionary try to explain the difference between the words ‘to protect’
and ‘to defend’. Translate the following sentences and make up your own ones with the
given verbs.

1. We have to improve laws protecting the C 6
rights of disabled people.

2. Children should be protected from all kinds Of course liberty is not

of violence. licence. Liberty in my view is

3. These rare species of flowers are protected

conforming to majori
by special laws. & jority

. opinion.
4. Can the country be defended against a Hugh Scanlon:
nuclear attack? Television intervi
5. As a politician, you have to defend yourself clevision wtervieds
when things get tough. L @
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2. Mind the usage of the synonym for the word "freedom".

. The American colonies fought for liberty from Great Britain.
. Are you at liberty to reveal the secret?

. Hundreds of political prisoners are to be given their liberty.

. What a liberty to refuse the invitation on your behalf!

AW N —

3. Match the words with their definitions.

1. surrender (to) a. cause to be inactive or ineffective for a period of time; prevent from
belonging to a group for a time because of misbehaviour or breaking
rules

2. obey b. say officially that smb is guilty of a crime and must be brought before a

court of law; represent in court the person who is bringing a criminal
charge against smb

3. suspend c. give up or give in to the power, as a sign of defeat; give up possessions
or control
4. prosecute d. act in accordance with orders, laws, rules, etc.

4. The word “challenge”, both the noun and the verb, has many meanings and
sometimes is very hard to translate. Consult an English-Russian dictionary for the
translations and find Russian equivalents for the following sentences:

1. The title of the report is: “Crime control: challenges for the future”.

2. This challenge is the one we cannot afford to ignore.

3. The new technology is beginning to challenge existing methods.

4. This opens up additional challenges to the suppliers of equipment and continuing gains for the
user.

5. I challenged him to play chess with me, but he refused.

6. I would like to challenge the accuracy of your statement.

7. It is interesting to consider how newspapers have responded to the challenge of competing
with broadcast and electronic media for audiences.

Reading Assignment
Read the text and be ready to discuss it.

FREEDOM VERSUS ORDER

The conflict between freedom and order originates in the very meaning of government as
the legitimate use of force to control human behavior. How much freedom must a citizen
surrender to government? The dilemma has occupied philosophers for hundreds of years. In the
eighteenth century, the French philosopher Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) wrote that the
problem of a proper government “is to find a form of association which will defend and protect
the person, and in which each, while uniting himself with all, may still obey himself alone, and
remain free as before”.

In the abstract, people value both freedom and order; in real life, the two values
inherently conflict. By definition, any policy that strengthens one value takes away from the
other. The balance of freedom and order is an issue in many debates: whether to allow capital
punishment, how to deal with urban gang members who spray-paint walls; whether to allow art
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galleries to display sexually explicit photographs and so on. And in democracy, policy choices
hinge on how much citizens value freedom and how much they value order.

Any democratic country protects several freedoms: freedom of religion, freedom of
speech and of the press, and the freedom to assemble peaceably and to petition the government.
The freedom of religion demands government neutrality toward religions and between the
religious and the non-religious.

Press freedom has enjoyed broad constitutional protection because a free society depends
on the ability to collect and report information without government interference. The rights to
assemble peaceably and to petition the government stem from the guarantees of freedom of
speech and of the press. Each freedom is equally fundamental, but the right to exercise them is
not absolute.

Jake Baker, a nineteen-year-old linguistics student at the University of Michigan, posted
shockingly explicit sex stories to the Internet. Baker wrote fictional fantasies that frequently
included rape and violence to women and girls. In one story in which Baker described the
torture, rape and murder of a woman, he gave the victim the name of a classmate at the
University. Some people were shocked and complained. When the scandal was started
University officials told Baker to pack his bags and leave the University immediately — he was
suspended without a hearing. The Justice Department began a criminal prosecution. Had Baker
committed a crime? If so, what was it? Writing a fiction is not a crime, even when it describes
harmful acts. The government prosecuted Baker to maintain order — that is, to ensure the peace
and safety of the community. The government viewed Baker’s stories as evidence of a threat of
imminent harm.

Baker’s lawyer objected saying that the freedom of speech protected Baker from
government action. A federal judge sat at the center of the controversy, holding in the balance
Baker’s freedom and the community’s demand for order.

Whatever the outcome of the case, the basic question remains: are freedom or order ever
unconditional? How should such value conflicts be solved?

Answers can be different, but one thing is certain: the challenge of democracy requires
the constant balancing of freedom and order.

Comprehension check

Answer the questions:

Can you give examples when the balance between freedom and order is debated?
What is the main meaning of government?

What are the basic freedoms in a democracy?

Why is it important to protect freedom of the press by the Constitution?

Why was Jake Baker suspended from the University?

What was the line of Baker’s defense?

SN S

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

1. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and
expressions.

YToJ0BHOE TIpeciieIoBaHue; YyIpo3a; TpeOOBaHKE MOPS/IKA; HACHIIHE; BBICIIAs Mepa
HaKa3aHWs; CBOOOIHOE OOIIECTBO; BpE; YKPEIUIITh; BpalaThcs (BOKPYT 4ero-i.) / ObITh TECHO
CBSI3aHHBIM (C YeM-J1.); TOKA3aTeIbCTBO / CBUACTEILCTBO; BPEMEHHO OTCTPAHSATH / HCKITFOYATh;
HEOTBPATUMBIN / HEU30EKHBIHN / HEMUHYEMBI; BEIMBIIIICHHBIH / OeNJIETPUCTHIECKHI; UMETh
Jeno / 00XoauThes (C); CEKCyallbHO OTKPOBEHHBIN; MUPOITIOOMUBO / CITOKOIHO.
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2. Complete the sentences with the words given below in the proper forms:

surrender, prosecute, suspend, obey|

1. The government .......... to the pressure of big business and changed the law.
2. Parliament has been .......... because of the civil unrest.

3.Hewas ............ for stealing.

4.You'll have to .......... rules if you want to stay here.

3. Revise the previous units and fill in the blanks with prepositions where
necessary.

1. It was a complicated matter, but she dealt ..... it effectively.
2. In the end, the regiment had to surrender ....... the enemy.
3. Did you benefit ...... your business trip?
4. All our hopes hinged ..... the firm's success.
5. Every citizen must obey ...... the law.
6. The committee adopted a programme aimed ....... reducing pollution.
7. There is not much demand ..... goods of this sort.
8. The country depends heavily ....... 1ts tourist trade.
SPEAKING
1. Dwell on the following.
What is “the prevailing social order”? Can it answer the following questions:
e How students should dress in school?
e What language style should they use when speaking to the teachers?
e What the press should not publish?
e What the proper attitude toward religion should be?
e Can the social order change over time? Think of your examples.

Rioters in
Barcelona, Spain,
2003, destroying a
McDonald's sign.
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2. Let’s discuss basic freedoms.

Freedom of religion

- Is government support of religion constitutional?

- Should teachers of religion get state salaries at school?

- Does the display of religious artifacts on public property violate government neutrality
toward religion?

- A religious holiday has become in some cases a national holiday. Does it contradict the
Constitution?

- Can a person get exemption from military service saying that he was religious scruples
against the war?

Freedom of expression

- Is advocacy of force or violence against the state a criminal offense or expression of the
freedom of speech?

- The national flag is an object of deep respect in our society. Give your point on the flag
burning by demonstrators as means of political expression.

- Isitlegal to call your political opponent a “God-damned bribe-taker” or “a damned fascist”?

Comment on Jake Baker case:

e talk in the name of Jake himself C 6
e talk in the name of his lawyer .
e talk in the name of the state prosecutor > Ty.ranny is always better
organised than freedom.
3. Give a talk on the following topics: Charles Péguy
» Anarchism is a game at
e The Bill of Rights which the police can beat
e  The First Amendment you.
e The protection of people’s rights in Great Britain George Bernard Shaw
Discussion b @

When the communist government ruled in Eastern Europe, the climate of fear (because of
the high crime rate) in urban America stood in contrast to the sense of personal safety in cities
such as Moscow, Warsaw and Prague. Then it was common to see the old and the young
strolling late at night along the streets and in the parks of these cities. These governments

deliberately chose order over freedom.

Make up a dialogue discussing the balance of freedom and order.

ACTIVITY AND WRITING

Find information and write an essay.

1. Compare rights and freedoms granted to the people by the U.S. Constitution and by the

Constitution of the Russian Federation. Which document is more democratic?

2. Many constitutions guarantee numerous rights and liberties. Explore a number of them,

define and distinguish civil liberties and civil rights.
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It seems to be funny..

1. If fire fighters fight
fire and crime fighters fight
crime, what do freedom fighters
fight?

J.. If we are a country
committed fo free speech, than
why do we have phone bills?

A tourist from the United States of
America is at a restaurant in Havana. He tells
the waiter that the USA is the best country in
the world because of the freedoms it has. He
says, "Take Freedom of Speech for example. T
could stand in front of the White House in
Washington D.C. and yell ‘President Clinton is a
bastard!" and nothing would be done to me." The
Cuban waiter replies, "We have that same
freedom in Cuba. I could stand in front of El
Capital and yell the same thing and nothing would
be done to me too!"

"..and so I say without fear of
contradiction..."

INTERNET EXERCISE

Flag burning and symbolic speech

The Oyez Project is the most comprehensive multimedia database on the U.S. Supreme
Court. It provides access to selected oral arguments conducted before the Court. One of the most
interesting cases of the 1980s was Texas v. Johnson (1989), which considered whether flag

burning was constitutional.

o Go to the Oyez Web site <oyez.northwestern.edu/> and search for the Texas v.
Johnson (1989) case.

o Listen to the following segments of the oral argument: Time 0:00-6:10 and time
38:55-43:25.
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o Identify at least three different examples of what might constitute “flag
desecration” in these segments of the oral argument. Based on the discussion, how does one of
the justices suggest that burning a flag might actually increase its power as a national symbol?
What is the Texas attorney’s response to this claim?

(You will find further information on flag desecration in Unit 7)

ok
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Unit 5. FREEDOM VERSUS
EQUALITY

PRE-READING TASKS AND
DISCUSSION

1. Answer the questions and fulfil
the task.

1) From Unit 3 you remember that

promoting equality is one of the major
purposes of government. Comment on this.

2) Why “freedom and equality” are called conflicting values along with “freedom and
order”?

2. If you are interested in politics, you are sure to know the meaning of the given
terms in Russian. Now try to match the terms with their definitions in English.

1. equality of opportunity

e. The ending of
authorized
segregation, or
separation by race.

a. Separation from
society because of
race.

2. equality of outcome

3. racism

4. racial segregation

b. A belief that human
races have distinct
characteristics such
that one's own race is
superior to, and has a
riaht to rule others.

d. The idea that each
person is guaranteed
the same chance to
succeed in life.

5. desegregation

c. The concept that society
must ensure that people are
equal, and governments must
design policies to redistribute
wealth and status to achieve
economic and social equality.

3. Do you know whose portrait and whose quotation are represented below? What do
you know about this politician? Comment on the quotation.

"I look forward confidently to the day when all who
work for a living will be one with no thought to their
separateness as Negroes, Jews, Italians or any other
distinctions. This will be the day when we bring into
tull realization the American dream -- a dream yet
unfulfilled. A dream of equality of opportunity, of
privilege and property widely distributed; a dream of
a land where men will not take necessities from the
many to give luxuries to the few; a dream of a land
where men will not argue that the color of a man's
skin determines."
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READING

Vocabulary Input

1. Analyze the sentences with the word "to provide", think of their Russian
equivalents.

. I am provided with everything I need.

. Our duty is to provide children with good education.

. We must provide an opportunity for them to study.

. In my plans for the journey, I have provided for possible accidents.
. The contract provides for payment in cash.

. The contract provides against the resale of the goods.

. Has every member of the family been equally provided for?

NN AW

2. Translate the sentences below. Mind the meaning and usage of the following word
collocations:

at the expense of at least to take into account

1. He decided to finish his work at the expense of his health.
2. The journey was tiring, but at least it wasn't long.
3. Her school report is not very good, but we must take into account her long illness.

3. Consult the dictionary and translate the following sentences paying special
attention to the polysemantic words 'to treat' and 'treatment’'.

1. I think we should treat his words as a ( 6
joke.

2. Which doctor is treating you for your The thirst for equality can

disease? o _ express itself either as a desire to
3. They are claiming that their request has draw everyone down to one's level

been unfairly treated. .
. or to raise oneself and everyone
4. His speech was devoted to brutal else up

treatment of prisoners.
5. He is receiving treatment for asthma.

Friederich Nietzsche

. <)

Read the text and be ready to discuss it.

Reading Assignment

FREEDOM VERSUS EQUALITY

Popular opinion has it that freedom and equality go hand in hand. In reality, the two values
usually clash when governments enact policies to promote social equality. Because social equality
is a relatively recent government objective, deciding between policies that promote equality at the
expense of freedom, and vice versa, is the modern dilemma of politics.

When forced to choose between the two, however, Americans are far more likely to choose
freedom over equality than are people in other countries. The emphasis on equality over freedom
was especially strong in the former Soviet Union, which guaranteed its citizens medical care,
inexpensive housing, and other social services. Although the quality of the benefits was not much
by Western standards, Soviet citizens experienced a sense of equality.

Americans want equality too, at least in principle. Today, more than nine in ten Americans
support equal treatment for all in schools, in employment and public transportation. However,
Americans are far less united in their approach to implementing this principle.
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Most Americans support equality of opportunity, the idea that people should have an equal
chance to develop their talents and to succeed in life. This form of equality offers all individuals the
same chance to get ahead; it glorifies personal achievement and free competition and allows
everyone to play on a field where the same rules apply to all. Special recruitment efforts aimed at
identifying qualified minority or female job applicants, for example, ensure that everyone has the
same chance starting out.

Americans are far less committed to equality of outcome, which means greater uniformity in
social, economic, and political power among different social groups. For example, schools and
businesses aim at equality of outcome when they allocate admissions or jobs on the basis of race,
gender, or disability. Such quota-based policies muster only modest support in national opinion
polls.

Quota policies generate the most opposition because they confine competition and create
barriers to personal achievement. Quotas limit advancement for some individuals and ensure
advancement for others. They alter the results by taking into account factors unrelated to ability.
Equal outcomes policies that benefit minorities, women, or the disabled at the expense of whites,
men, or the able-bodied create strong opposition because quotas seem to be at odds with individual
initiative. In other words, equality clashes with freedom. To understand the way government
resolves this conflict, we have to understand the development of civil rights in the USA.

The history of civil rights in the United States is primarily a story of a struggle against
discrimination and a search for social and economic equality. This search has persisted for more
than a century and is still going on today.

To counteract the results of past discrimination government and business instituted
affirmative action programs. These provide preferential treatment for women, minorities, and the
disabled in a number of areas. In effect, such programs discriminate to remedy earlier
discrimination. Many Americans object to the policies that restrict individual freedom. The
challenge of a real democracy is to balance the need for freedom with demands for equality.

Comprehension check

1. Answer the questions:

. What is the modern dilemma of politics?

. Can you give the difference between equality of opportunity and equality of outcome?
. Which form of equality do Americans support more?

. What is quota policies?

B. Say whether the statements below are TRUE or FALSE.

AW~

. Freedom and equality go hand in hand.

. The problem of social equality did not bother authorities in the past.
. Equal outcome policies must be opposed by white males.

. American society shows strong support to affirmative action.

AW~

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

1. Find in the text English equivalents to the following words and expressions.

[Toxxom K 4YeMy-j.; paBEHCTBO BO3MOXXHOCTEH; TpaKIaHCKHE IpaBa; JOCTHYH ycIliexa B
JKU3HU; BBOJWUTH / MPOBOIUTH MOJHUTUKY; CBOOOTHAS KOHKYPEHIUS; B MPUHIHUIE; OBITH TOPA3I0
MCHCECC HpI/IBep}KeHHBIM '—IeMy-J'I.; I/ICHpaBI/ITI) / BO3MCCTUTH paHHIOIO )II/ICKpI/IMI/IHaI_[I/IIO; IIO3UTUBHLIC
NEUCTBUS (=MOJHUT. TMpOorpaMMa, HAMpaBieHHAas Ha JHKBUJAIMIO PAaCOBOM JUCKPUMHHAIINN);
KauecTBO; HA00OPOT; MO 3aMagHbIM CTaHJIAPTaM; COACHCTBOBATH / CITOCOOCTBOBATH COITUATHBHOMY
paBEHCTBY; BO3pakaTh / MPOTECTOBATh MPOTHUB UYEro-i.; MOTPeOHOCTH B CBOOOJE; paBHOE
OTHOLIICHUE KO BCEM, HpOTI/IBOI[eI\/IICTBOBaTI) / HeﬁTpaHHSOBaTL; HAaXOOIUTHCA B HpOTI/IBOpe‘II/II/I, HC
COOTBETCTBOBATh, TpeOOBaHMS PABEHCTBA; AKIEHT Ha PaBEHCTBO, a HE CBOOONY; HCIHBITHIBATH
‘-IYBCTBO paBeHCTBa; JIMYHOC JOCTUKXCHUC / J'IPI‘-IHI:If/i ycnex.
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2. Look through the text once again and fill in the blanks with prepositions where

necessary.

N DN R W —

. The press treated ......... the story in a sensational way.

. His salary is very low ....... European standards.

. The government is firmly committed ....... maintaining its social programme.

. The local authorities conducted a long search ......... the lost expedition.

. The committee objected ......... our proposal.

. You should take ........ account, that high production rates are often achieved ....... the expense
....... quality of work.

. I'like her approach ........ the problem.

. In the former Soviet Union, there was a great demand ......... consumer goods.

3. Find in the text word combinations with the verbs 'restrict’, 'limit' and 'confine’.

Translate them into Russian. Make up your own sentences with the given verbs.

4. Complete the text with the words and expressions given on the right.

Social equality is a social state of .....1..... in which certain different

) . . search
people have the same ..... 2..... in a certain respect, at the very least in status
voting rights, freedom of speech and assembly, and ...... R ) :

equality

There are different forms of .....4....., depending on the persons and movement
social situations in question. For example, one may consider equality of start out
the sexes in opportunities for .....5..... ; the people in question are men employment
and women (contrasted) and the social situation is the ...... 6..... fora affairs
job. As another example, .....7..... opportunity refers to the idea that all regardless
people should ..... &..... in life from the same platform (i.e. all should property rights
have equal opportunities in life, .....9..... of where they were born or equal
who their parents were). A fight for social and legal equality was seen

during the sixties in the United States in the Civil Rights .....10...... . /

@ It is a strange fact that freedom and equality, the two basic

ideas of democracy, are to some extent contradictory. Logically
considered, freedom and equality are mutually exclusive, just as
society and the individual are mutually exclusive.

Thomas Mann

/

N

SPEAKING
1. Give your point. Comment on the sayings.

Equality of outcome restricts the free competition that is the basis of equality of opportunity.
So, the two types of equality contradict each other.

In order to overcome racism, we must first take account of race. There is no other way. And in
order to treat some persons equally, we must treat them differently.

Affirmative action programs is nothing else but race discrimination when the members of the
majority see the doors close in front of them for no other reason than their race.
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2. Explain the terms and give a talk on
each form of inequality. EQU A LITY
Examples of inequality are:

e Racism
e Racial segregation

: IS{:)((:iiSarlndiscrimination I S D E C E I T

3. Make a report.

Martin Luther King was a Baptist minister, who believed in the principles of nonviolent
protest and all his life struggled for racial equality. King, who won the Nobel Peace Price in 1964,
was assassinated in 1968 in Memphis.

Find information about M. L. King and present it in class.

4. Dwell on the quotations.

o Democracy and socialism have nothing in common but
one word, equality. But notice the difference: while

democracy seeks equality in liberty, socialism seeks MEN
equality in restraint and servitude. :

Alixis de Tocqueville _ OF uu AL'TY

o Equality of opportunity is an equal opportunity to prove

unequal talents. . RESPECT
Viscount Samuel w 0 MEN 1 s

o Equality of opportunity is freedom, but equality of

outcome is repression. EQUALITY y

Dick Feagler

a I believe in equality for everyone, except reporters and
photographers.
Mahatma Gndhi
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ACTIVITY

Freedom and Equality as Practical Values

1. Study the table that shows the percentage of respondents who chose freedom and
equality and comment on it.

Percentage of respondents who chose freedom and equality

| 1

United States 71
Germany 56
United Kingdom 55

O Equality

France 53 B Freedom

Russ o | 75
Spain | ———— 42

0 20 40 &80 g0

2. Find similar data about former Soviet republics, now independent states. If
information is not available, predict their preference. Try to explain the difference in choice.

3. Conduct the same survey among your fellow students. Ask them to explain their
choice.

It's interesting to know...

© Reverse Discrimination

The Supreme Court confronted an affirmative action quota program for the first time in
Regents of the University of California v. Bakke. Allan Bakke, a thirty-five-year-old
white man, had twice applied for admission to the University of California Medical
School at Davis. He was rejected both times. The school had reserved sixteen places in
each entering class of one hundred foe qualified minority applicants, as part of the
university’s affirmative action program, in an effort to redress long-standing and unfair
exclusion of minorities from the medical profession. Bakke’s qualifications (college
grade point average and test scores) exceeded those of all of the minority students
admitted in the two years his applications were rejected. Bakk contended, first in
California courts, then in Supreme Court, that he was excluded from admission solely
in the basis of his race. He argued that the equal protection clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment and the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibited this reverse discrimination.

I favor freedom - you never achieve real equality anyway:
you simply sacrifice prosperity for an illusion.
Mario Vargas Llosa
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Can you add any facts of your own to the ones given below?

Gma. The People's Republic all®

non-Han ethnic groups (around 9% of
the population) to be exempt from the
One-child policy, and there is a quota
for minority representatives in the
National Assembly in Beijing, as well as
other realms of government. /

Bosnia-Herzegovina. Women
must represent at least 29% of
all politicians

/Southeast Asia. In
countries such as
Indonesia, affirmative
action programs  give
natives preference over
Han Chinese who have
immigrated into the

Qou ntry

Greece has quotas setting
a lower limit for women

New Zealand. Individuals of
Maori or other Polynesian
descent are often afforded
preferential access to
university courses, and
scholarships.

EQUALITY
ROUND THE
WORLD

UK. Under the 1998 Good
Friday Agreement the law

T o i that the Police
participating in election lists requires
of political parties for most Service of Northemn

; Ireland recruit  equal
of the election processes. numbers of Catholics and
non Catholics. However

/ . _ the Monarch may not be a
Belgium. The Flemish Catholic: this historically

government  proposed in discriminatory law has yet
January 2006 a measure that to be rescinded. /

will make some job

opportunities available

exclusively to immigrants,

disabled and elderly people for Brazil. Some Brazilian Universities (State or

the first three weeks. / Federal) have created systems of preferred
admissions (quotas) for racial minorities (blacks
and native Brazilians), the poor and the

handicapped. There are also quotas for the

disabled in the civil public services.
?

@ It's Funny....

Visiting Afghanistan for a second time, a war correspondent noted that since the fall
of the Taliban, wives who used to walk ten paces behind their husbands were now walking ten
paces in front. The journalist asked one of the men if this was a sign of growing equality.

“No", the man replied. "Land-mines."

51


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnia-Herzegovina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast_Asia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Han_Chinese
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand

"But Ms. Heskith, we don't
pay you less because you're
a woman... We pay you less

because we're men!"

“Don't you think you're
taking this 'equality thing’
a little too far, Janet?"
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WRITING
Write an essay on the movement to provide equal rights and equal pay for women.

INTERNET EXERCISE

Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978)

Audio of the announcement of the Court’s opinion is available on the Internet from the Oyez

Project’s Web site.

e (o to the Oyez site at www.oyez.org, and find the Bakke decision.

e Activate the Real Audio announcement of the Court’s opinion with transcript to listen to ( and
read along with) excerpts of the remarks from the following justices: Stevens (13:15-20:30) and
Blackmun (39:45-41:15 and 44:00-50:20).

® Aside from their disagreement in the overall outcome, Stevens and Blackmun approached this
case in fundamentally different ways. What was so different about how they reached their
respective decisions?
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Unit 6. WHAT IS DEMOCRACY?

PRE-READING TASKS AND
DISCUSSION

1. Answer the questions and fulfil
the tasks.

1. How do you understand "democracy"?
Describe it in your own words without
consulting a dictionary.

2. Think of as many expressions with the
word “democracy” and its derivatives as
possible. What are their meanings? What is
common for all expressions?

2. Do you know anything interesting about the history of democracy? Can you
add anything to the facts given below?

Do you know that...

...An early form of democracy was used by republics of Maha Janapadas in
ancient India before the 6th century BC, before the time of Buddhism. Among these
states, Vaishali was the first oligarchic republic of the world. Later on, during the
time of Alexander the Great during the 4th century BC, the Greeks came in contact
with two of these republics, the Sabarcae and Sambastai states in what is now
Pakistan and Afghanistan, whose "form of government was democratic and not
regal" according to Greek scholars at the time.

...The term "democracy" in the original word in Ancient Greek - was coined
in ancient Athens in the 5th century BC. Athenian democracy is generally seen as
one of the earliest examples of a system corresponding to some of the modern
notions of democratic rule.
Only a sixth or a quarter of
the whole adult male
population of Athens could
vote; but this was a bar of
nationality, not of
economic status: however
poor they were, all
Athenian citizens were free
to vote and speak in the
Assembly. Ancient
Athenian citizens made
decisions directly, rather
than voting for
representatives.
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&)

6\

In a democracy the poor will have more power than the rich, because there
are more of them, and the will of the majority is supreme.
Aristotle

Democracy... is a charming form of government, full of variety and
disorder; and dispensing a sort of equality to equals and unequals alike.
Plato

J

\—’ 3. What do you know about the authors of the quotations given above and their
views on democracy?

READING
Vocabulary Input

1. Form as many word combinations with the following words as possible,
translate the following word and make up your own sentences with them.

under the \ > of law
majority > L
™! by one
mob /l y
o by a few
foreign / by many

2. Match the following words with their definitions.

1. observe a. explain
2. supervise b. Y watch with careful attention; » act in accordance with law, rule,
custom, etc.

3. represent c. mention; be relevant to; concern

4. refer to d. react; do smth in answer; say or write in reply

5. respond to e. keep watch over a job, activity as the person in charge

6. account for f. act or speak officially for another person or group of people
Reading Assignment

Read the text and be ready to discuss it.

WHAT IS DEMOCRACY?

The origins of democratic theory lie in ancient Greek political thought. Greek
philosophers classified governments according to the number of citizens involved in the process.
Imagine a continuum running from rule by one person, through rule by a few, to rule by many.

At one extreme there is an autocracy, in which one individual has the power to make
all important decisions. The concentration of power in the hands of one person (usually a
monarch) was a more common form of government in earlier historical periods. Some countries
are still ruled autocratically.
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Oligarchy puts government power in the hands of an elite. At one time, the nobility or
the major landowners commonly ruled as an aristocracy. Today, military leaders are
often the rulers in countries governed by an oligarchy.

At the other extreme of the continuum is democracy, which means rule by
the people. We have a simple answer to the question, "Who should govern?" It is, "The people".
Unfortunately, this answer is too simple. It fails to define who the people are. Let us take a closer
look at what “government by the people” really means.

The word democracy originated in Greek writings around the fifth century B.C. Demos
referred to the common people, the masses; kratos meant "power".

Many centuries after the Greeks first defined democracy, the idea carried the negative
connotation of mob rule. When George Washington was president, opponents of a new political
party disparagingly called it a democratic party. No one would do that in politics today. In fact,
the term has become so popular that the names of more than 20 percent of the world's political
parties contain some variation of the word democracy.

The three principles - universal participation, political equality, and majority rule are
widely recognized as necessary for democratic decision making. Small, simple societies can meet
these principles with a direct or participatory democracy, in which all members of the group meet
to make decisions, observing political equality and majority rule. The origins of participatory
democracy go back to the Greek city-state, where the important decisions of government were
made by the adult citizens meeting in an assembly. The people ruled themselves rather than
having a small number of notables rule on their behalf.

Philosopher Jean Jacques Rousseau contended that true democracy is impossible unless
all citizens gather to make decisions and supervise the government. Rousseau said that
decisions of government should embody the general will and "will cannot be
represented". Yet in the United States, Europe and virtually all other democracies,
participatory democracy is rare.

Participatory democracy is commonly rejected on the grounds that in large, complex
societies we need professional, full-time government officials to study problems, formulate
solutions, and administer programs. Also, the assumption is that relatively few people will take
part in participatory government.

Instead another form was introduced - representative democracy. In such a system, citizens
participate in government by electing public officials to make decisions on their behalf. Elected
officials are expected to represent the voters' views and interests - that is, to serve as the agents of
the citizenry and to act for them. But what happens after the election?

The elected representatives might make wrong decisions which the people would have
never made had they gathered directly for the same purpose. To account for this possibility
representative democracy provides the principle of responsiveness, the obligation to respond to
public opinion.

Comprehension check

Answer the questions:

1. According to what principle are all governments classified?

2. What are the main features of an autocracy, oligarchy and democracy?
3. What is the origin of the word “democracy’?

4. What are the main principles of direct democracy?

5. What are the main principles of representative democracy?
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6. Why did Rousseau prefer participatory
democracy?
7. Why is this form so rare today?

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

1. What do you think these
terms mean?

- universal participation
- political equality
- majority rule.

2. Find in the text English equivalents to the following words and expressions.

OmnpenensaTs / 1aBaTh OINpeNENeHUE; BOIUIOMIATH / OJMULETBOPSATH; IMPEAIOI0KECHNUE;
JIBOPSHCTBO / pOJOBas 3HATh; MO TOW >X€ caMoil mpuyuHe; (opMa IMPaBICHUS, UYEIOBEK
0J1arOpOTHOTO TIPOUCXOXKACHHUS; IUPOKO / TIOBCEMECTHO NMPU3HAHHBIN; OTBEYATh MPHHIIUIIAM;
BOJIS; NPaBUTh OT YbEro-j. JIMIA; NPUHUMATh PELIEHHUS; MO0 TOM XK€ MNPUYUHE; NPUHATUE
pelieHnii; 00sA3aHHOCTb; TOCY/IapCTBEHHbIE JEATENN; MPEHEOPEKUTENbHO; IPOBOJAUTh B KHU3Hb
MPOrPaMMbI; OTBEPraTh / OTKIOHSTh; BIACTb.

3. Complete the sentences with the words with the root 'rule’

rule, to rule, ruler, ruling|

.Asa....... , the Chairman starts the sittings of the Committee.

. Alfred the Great is a legendary English ........ )

. There is a penalty, if you break the ......... .

. All his life he struggled against the .......... classes.

. Alexander the Great ........... a large empire.

. The country prospered under her wise .......... .

. It’s difficult to observe all grammar ........... in real conversation.
. I need a 30-centimeter ........... .

0N DN W —

4. Find in the text the words close in meaning to the ones given below.

Ruler, necessity / duty, originate (from, in), nobleman, govern, explain.

5. Complete the sentences with the verbs from the table in their proper forms
(some ending are given already):

|represent, observe, respond, refer, account, supervise|

.Howdoyou............... for failing the programme?

. The figures on the left ........... to our export sales.

. That evening the police ............. ed. the gang enter the bank with shotguns.
Who ............. s your scientific research?

. Everybody must ............. the speed limit.

. The Congresswoman ............. s the 6" congressional district of North Carolina.
.TheUS ............ ed to the terror act by sending troops into the country.

. The black lines on the map .............. railways.

0N AWN—

6. Look through the text once again and fill in the blanks with prepositions.

1. The Chairman can’t be here today, so I’'m going to speak ......... his behalf.
2. Unfortunately, the travel agent hasn’t responded ......... our complaint so far.
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3. In answer .......... your question, I’ll show you another diagram.

4. There’re no easy answers ............ today’s environmental problems.

5. Has he answered ........ all your questions?

6. How do you answer ......... the criticism that your government has done nothing to help the
refugees.

7. The Minister couldn’t account .......... the fact that the inflation rate was still very high.

8. The new law doesn’t refer .......... land used for farming.

Additional
Reading Assignment

You are going to read a story about types of democracy. Seven paragraphs have
been removed from the story. Choose from paragraphs A - H given below the one which
fits each gap (1 - 7). There is one extra paragraph which you do not need to use.

TYPES OF DEMOCRACY
Direct democracy comprises a form of democracy and theory of civics wherein
sovereignty was lodged in the assembly of all citizens. Depending on the particular system, this
assembly might pass executive motions (decrees), make law, elect and dismiss officials and

conduct trials. Where the assembly elected officials, these were executive agents rather than
representatives.

L. |
History

Direct democracy was first experimented with in the ancient Athenian democracy of
ancient Greece (beginning circa 508 BC (Finley, 1973)), which was governed for two centuries
by a general assembly of all male citizens, by randomly selected officials, and ten annually
elected representatives charged to command the army of the city (strategos).

R, |

Also relevant is the history of Roman democracy beginning circa 449 BC (Cary, 1967).
The ancient Roman Republic's "citizen lawmaking"—citizen formulation and passage of law, as
well as citizen veto of legislature-made law—began about 449 BC and lasted the approximately
four hundred years to the death of Julius Caesar in 44 BC. Many historians mark the end of the
Republic on the passage of a law named the Lex Titia, 27 November 43 BC (Cary, 1967).

B. |

Participatory democracy is a broadly inclusive term for many kinds of consultative
decision making which require consultation on important decisions by those who will carry out
the decision.

. |
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Representative democracy is a form of democracy founded on the exercice of popular
sovereignty by the people's representants.

5. |

Another form of representative democracy involves impartial selection of representatives
through sortition.

A representative democracy can involve more powers given to the legislators than under
a constitutional monarchy or participatory democracy, so almost all constitutions provide for an
independent judiciary and other measures to balance representative power:

e A representative democracy may provide for recall of elected representatives that
voters become dissatisfied with.

. b |

e direct democracy (e.g., referendum) measures. However, these are not always
binding and usually require some legislative action - legal power usually remains firmly with
representatives.

e Sometimes there is an "upper house" that is not directly elected, such as the Canadian
Senate, which was in turn modelled on the UK House of Lords.

Representative government was invented in the sixteenth century when Deganawida
established the League of the Five Nations of the Iroquois in what is now New York State. The
Iroquois model of representative government influenced English philosophers, as well as
Benjamin Franklin, and inspired the Americans and French to create representative democracies.

7. |

Edmund Burke in his speech to the electors of Bristol classically analysed their operation
in Britain and the rights and duties of an elected representative.

Representative democracy came into particular general favour in post-industrial
revolution nation states where large numbers of subjects or (more recently) citizens evinced
interest in politics, but where technology and population figures remained unsuited to direct
democracy.

A. These methods have become increasingly important in online collaboration, resulting
in parallel growth of e-democracy and use of participatory methods in workplaces.

B. The restrictive conditions for citizenship in Athenian democracy (only male citizens
could participate) and the small size (about 300,000) of the Athens city-state minimized the
logistical difficulties inherent to this form of government.

C. It is a theory of civics in which voters choose (in free, secret, multi-party elections)
representatives to act in their interests, but not as their proxies—i.e., not necessarily according to
their voters' wishes, but with enough authority to exercise initiative in the face of changing
circumstances.

D. The presence of citizen lawmaking in Rome's governance was a contributing factor in
the rise of Rome, and its Greco-Roman civilization. (Cary, 1967). Polybius (c.200-120)
immortalized the Roman Republic's constitutional "citizen lawmaking" in Book VI of his The
Histories.

E. The history of democracy traces back from its origins in prehistoric times to its re-
emergence and rise from the 17th century to the present day.

F. It may also provide for some deliberative democracy (e.g., Canadian Royal
Commission) or

G. This is different from a representative republic where sovereignty is held by a subset
of the people, the subset most often chosen by election.

H. A European medieval tradition of selecting representatives from the various estates
(effectively, social classes, but not as we know them today) to advise/control monarchs led to
relatively wide familiarity with representative systems.
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SPEAKING

1. Opinion Exchange

Representative democracy contends that citizens can control their governments and that
they make rational decisions on voting for their representatives. Does the system really work in
our country? Do people want to participate in the political process or do they demonstrate
ignorance of politics?

Act out a dialog discussing the topic as opponents.

2. Giving a talk

No country in the world has achieved the ideal degree of democracy. What is
encouraging, however, that today there are many countries in the world that are trying to make a
transition to democracy. Let us discuss a democratization process.

1) Democratization is a difficult process (consider ethnic and religious reasons,
behavior of authoritarian rulers, of local elite).
2) Democratic government and a uniform type of economy (capitalism) are

inevitable for all countries.
The USA regard helping other countries to democratize as their major responsibility.
How far is it justified to apply pressure on countries to move them toward democracy?

Prepare a talk and express your opinion on the enumerated problems. Deliver the
talk in class.

3. Commentary

a) Comment on the quotations.

o Democracy substitutes election by the incompetent many for appointment by the corrupt few.
George Bernard Shaw

o Under democracy one party always devotes its chief energies to trying to prove that the other
party is unfit to rule - and both commonly succeed, and are right.
H. L. Mencken

0 Many forms of Government have been tried, and will be tried in this world of sin and woe.
No one pretends that democracy is perfect or all-wise. Indeed, it has been said that
democracy is the worst form of government except all those other forms that have been tried
from time to time.

Sir Winston Churchill
o Democracy is a pathetic belief in the collective
wisdom of individual ignorance. .} ¢ 4"_
H. L. Mencken ~a N
o A government that robs Peter to pay Paul can
always depend on the support of Paul.
George Bernard Shaw
a0 I'm tired of hearing it said that democracy L
doesn't work. Of course it doesn't work. We are ~—
supposed to work it.
Alexander Woollcott DEMOCRACY
Everybody's for democracy in principle. It's IS BEST TAUGHT
only in practice that the thing gives rise to stiff BY EXAMPLE,
objections. NOT BY WAR.
Irving Kristol
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b) Comment on the picture.

Is this a democracy?

ACTIVITY

Study the chart below and comment on it. How does different percentage in the USA and
Sweden characterize their societies? Where does Russia fit in this chart?

Percentage agreeing that government is responsible for
providing a decent standart of living for the unemployed

United States 48
Japan 8
Germany 8
France 82
Spain 920
Sweden 91

0 20 40 60 80 100

@ It's funny..

Democracy means simply the bludgeoning' of the people by the people for the people.
Oscar Wilde

Democracy is being allowed to vote for the candidate you dislike least.
Robert Byrne

' Bludgeon - 6uth 1yGUHKON
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Tt's not the voting that's ) )
democracy, it's the counting. L It looks just like democracy! L

Tom Stoppard

(I Can't Believe It's not
Democracv. Votina Machines)

NEWS ITEM: CHINA RECENTLY CRITICIZED THE U.S.
FOR BEING A "MONEYBAG DEMOCRACY."

"T know
nothing
about it."
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WRITING

Is Russia a democracy?

Many Russians describe their government and political situation in only the harshest
terms. Many politicians themselves talk negatively about what’s going on in the Kremlin.

Can we call our system of government democratic? Are we satisfied with our form of
democracy? Is there a “better” type?

Write an essay on the given problems.

INTERNET EXERCISE

Direct democracy in the United States?

The Direct Democracy Center describes itself as “an unfunded, unaffiliated nonprofit
group of independent citizens promoting direct democracy in America”.

° Go to the Center’s home page, located at www.realdemocracy.com/, and read its
proposal to amend the U.S. Constitution.

. What would you say is the overall goal of the proposal?

ROLE PLAY

Advantages and
disadvantages of democracy

(TV Debate)

Problem. Critics of
democracy as a form of government
allege it has inherent disadvantages,
both in practice and by its very
nature. Some of which may be
shared by some or all other forms of
government, while others may be
unique to democracy.

Instructions. Students are
divided into two equal groups
conditionally  called  "Extreme
Democrats" and "Extreme Anti-
Democrats" (either on their own will
or with the help of the teacher).

"Extreme Democrats" revise
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the materials of Units 4, 5 and 6. They may also read the text "Essential Elements of a
Democracy" from the Supplement.

"Extreme Anti-Democrats" study the materials given below. They may also read the text
"Why Democracy is Wrong" from the Supplement.

Both "Extreme Democrats" and "Extreme Anti-Democrats" may look through the
materials of the "rival party" to be ready to retort.

The students choose a moderator’> who prepares the introduction, the agenda and the
conclusion for the TV debate. It is also advisory for the moderator to prepare a list of new words
and terms that may be used by both parties.

Ethnic and religious conflicts

Democracy, and especially liberal democracy, necessarily assumes a sense of shared
values in the demos, otherwise political legitimacy will fail. In other words, it assumes that the
demos is in fact a unit. For historical reasons, many states lack the cultural and ethnic unity of
the ideal nation-state. There may be sharp ethnic, linguistic, religious and cultural divisions. In
fact, some groups may be actively hostile to each other. A democracy, which by definition
allows mass participation in decision-making, by definition, also allows the use of the political
process against the 'enemy'. That is especially visible during democratisation, if a previous non-
democratic government suppressed internal rivalry. However, it is also visible in established
democracies, in the form of anti-immigrant populism.

The collapse of the Soviet Union and the democratisation of Soviet bloc states led to
wars and civil war in the former Yugoslavia, in the Caucasus, and in Moldova; wars have also
continued in Africa and other parts of the Third World. Nevertheless, statistical research shows
that the fall of Communism and the increase in the number of democratic states were
accompanied by a sudden and dramatic decline in total warfare, interstate wars, ethnic wars,
revolutionary wars, and the number of refugees and displaced persons [*.

Bureaucracy

A persistent libertarian and monarchist critique of democracy is the claim that it
encourages the elected representatives to change the law without necessity, and in particular to
pour forth a flood of new laws. This is seen as pernicious in several ways. New laws constrict the
scope of what were previously private liberties. Rapidly changing laws make it difficult for a
willing non-specialist to remain law-abiding. This may be an invitation for law-enforcement
agencies to misuse power. The claimed continual complication of the law may be contrary to a
claimed simple and eternal natural law - although there is no consensus on what this natural law
1s, even among advocates.

Democracies are also criticised for a claimed slowness and complexity of their decision-
making.

Short-term focus

Modern liberal democracies, by definition, allow for regular changes of government.
That has led to a common criticism of their short-term focus. In four or five years the
government will face a new election, and it must think of how it will win that election. That
would encourage a preference for policies that will bring short term benefits to the electorate (or
to self-interested politicians) before the next election, rather than unpopular policy with longer
term benefits. This criticism assumes that it is possible to make long term predictions for a
society, something Karl Popper has criticized as historicism.

Besides the regular review of governing entities, short-term focus in a democracy could
also be the result of collective short-term thinking. For example, consider a campaign for
policies aimed at reducing environmental damage while causing temporary increase in
unemployment. However, this risk applies also to other political systems.

2 moderator - Beayiuii (B TEICBU3MOHHOM JUCKYCCHHU U T.II.)

64


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nation-state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratisation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Populism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratisation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_war
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yugoslavia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caucasus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moldova
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_World
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolutionary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refugees
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Displaced_person
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy#_note-7#_note-7
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libertarianism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarchism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_law
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Popper
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historicism

Public choice theory

Public choice theory is a branch of economics that studies the decision-making behavior
of voters, politicians and government officials from the perspective of economic theory. One
studied problem is that each voter has little influence and may therefore have a rational
ignorance regarding political issues. This may allow special interest groups to gain subsidies and
regulations beneficial to them but harmful to society.

Plutocracy

The cost of political campaigning in representative democracies may mean that the
system favours the rich, a form of plutocracy who may be a very small minority of the voters. In
Athenian democracy, some public offices were randomly allocated to citizens, in order to inhibit
the effects of plutocracy. Modern democracy may also be regarded as a dishonest farce used to
keep the masses from getting restless, or a conspiracy for making them restless for some political
agenda. It may encourage candidates to make deals with wealthy supporters, offering favourable
legislation if the candidate is elected - perpetuating conspiracies for monopolization of key areas.
However, United States economist Steven Levitt claims in his book Freakonomics, that
campaign spending is no guarantee of electoral success. He compared electoral success of the
same pair of candidates running against one another repeatedly for the same job, as often
happens in United States Congressional elections, where spending levels varied. He concludes:

"A winning candidate can cut his spending in half and lose only 1 percent of the vote.
Meanwhile, a losing candidate who doubles his spending can expect to shift the vote in his
favour by only that same 1 percent."

Ownership of the media by the few may lead to more specific distortion of the electoral
process, since the media are themselves a vital element of that process. Some critics argue that
criticism of the status quo or a particular agenda tends to be suppressed by such media cartels, to
protect their own self-interests. Proponents respond that constitutionally protected freedom of
speech makes it possible for both for-profit and non-profit organizations to debate the issues.
They argue that media coverage in democracies simply reflects public preferences, and does not
entail censorship.

Majoritarianism

Thomas Jefferson is quoted to have said: "A democracy is nothing more than mob rule,
where fifty-one percent of the people may take away the rights of the other forty-nine." Probably
the most quoted criticism of democracy is the fear that it is "tyranny of the majority". The
expression was coined by Alexis de Tocqueville in his book, Democracy in America, written in
1831. However the phrase is more popularly attributed to John Stuart Mill's On Liberty, written
in 1859 —not then referring to democratic government, but to social conformity. However, the
issue of majority dominance was not unknown to ancient Greek democracies. It is independent
of universal suffrage, but it implies a broad franchise, otherwise there would be conflicting
minorities. It can apply in both direct democracy or representative democracy. "Tyranny of the
majority" implies that a government reflecting the majority view can take action that oppresses a
particular minority. Typically, this majority is really only a relative majority of the voters and
therefore only a minority. It may therefore be argued that one minority tyrannizes another
minority in the name of the majority. This politically active and dominant group might decide
that a certain minority, such as a religion, political belief, or those with minority views, should
be criminalised, either directly or indirectly. This undermines the idea of democracy as an
empowerment of the electorate as a whole.

Possible examples include:

o several European countries have introduced bans on personal religious symbols. This
ban is perceived by some to be aimed at those considered symbolic of Islamism - the hijab or
'Islamic headscarf, the burqa, the niqaab. In France, they are banned in public schools under the
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law on secularity and conspicuous religious symbols. Opponents see this as a violation of rights
to freedom of religion.

e prohibition of pornography is typically determined by what the majority is prepared
to accept. In the United States distribution of pornography is declared illegal if the material
violates "community standards" of decency.

o the law on abortion is typically determined by the religious attitudes of the majority.
For "pro-life" (anti-abortion) activists, unborn children are an oppressed, helpless and
disenfranchised minority, and a ban on abortion is a proper use of state power.

e recreational drug use is also typically legalised (or at least tolerated) to the degree
that the majority finds acceptable. Users may see themselves as an oppressed minority, victims
of unjustifiable criminalisation.

e society's treatment of homosexuals is also cited in this context. Homosexual acts
were widely criminalised in democracies until several decades ago; in some democracies they
still are, reflecting the religious or sexual mores of the majority.

e Slavery of a particular race or ethnicity can occur as a result of majority rule if the
majority is of a unified race.

e in the United States, the draft early in the Vietham War was criticised as oppression
of a disenfranchised minority, 18 to 21 year olds. In response to this, the draft age was raised to
19 and the voting age was lowered nationwide (along with the drinking age in many states).
While no longer disenfranchised, those subject to the draft remained significantly outnumbered.

o the majority often taxes the minority who are wealthy at progressively higher rates,
with the intention that the wealthy will incur a larger tax burden for social purposes. However,
this is generally offset to some degree, by their better access to relevant expert advice (tax
consultants and lawyers).

e in prosperous western democracies, the poor form a minority of the population, and
may be disadvantaged by a majority who resent transfer taxation. Especially when they form a
distinct underclass, the majority may use the democratic process to, in effect, withdraw the
protection of the state.

e classical Athenian democracy executed Socrates for impiety, i.e., for dissent,
although the relevance of this example to contemporary democracy is itself a matter of dispute.

e An often quoted example of the 'tyranny of the majority' is that Adolf Hitler came to
power by legitimate democratic procedures. The Nazi party gained the largest share of votes in
the democratic Weimar republic in 1933. Some might consider this an example of "tyranny of a
minority" since he never gained a majority vote, but it is common for a plurality to exercise
power in democracies, so the rise of Hitler can not be considered irrelevant. However, his
regime's large-scale human rights violations took place after the democratic system had been
abolished. Also, the Weimar constitution in an "emergency" allowed dictatorial powers and
suspension of the essentials of the constitution itself without any vote or election, something not
possible in most liberal democracies.

Proponents of democracy make a number of defences concerning 'tyranny of the
majority'. One is to argue that the presence of a constitution in many democratic countries acts as
a safeguard. Generally, changes in these constitutions require the agreement of a supermajority
of the elected representatives, or require a judge and jury to agree that evidentiary and procedural
standards have been fulfilled by the state, or two different votes by the representatives separated
by an election, or, sometimes, a referendum. These requirements are often combined. The
separation of powers into legislative branch, executive branch, judicial branch also makes it
more difficult for a small majority to impose their will. This means a majority can still
legitimately coerce a minority (which is still ethically questionable), but such a minority would
be very small and, as a practical matter, it is harder to get a larger proportion of the people to
agree to such actions.

Another argument is that majorities and minorities can take a markedly different shape
on different issues. People often agree with the majority view on some issues and agree with a
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minority view on other issues. One's view may also change. Thus, the members of a majority
may limit oppression of a minority since they may well in the future themselves be in a minority.

A third common argument is that, despite the risks, majority rule is preferable to other
systems, and the tyranny of the majority is in any case an improvement on a tyranny of a
minority. Proponents of democracy argue that empirical statistical evidence strongly shows that
more democracy leads to less internal violence and democide. This is sometimes formulated as
Rummel's Law, which states that the less democratic freedom a people have, the more likely
their rulers are to murder them.
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Unit 7. POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

PRE-READING TASKS AND
DISCUSSION

1. Answer the questions:

1) What is “political participation”?

2) Who participates? Where do they
participate?

3) What do you think motivates people to take
part in political actions?

4) How do the terms “democracy” and
“political participation” correlate?

5) Have you ever participated in a political
event?

2. Complete the text with the help of words and expressions given below, under
the line. Remember the definitions of the terms given in bold type. Look up the
underlined words in the dictionary.

Participation in ........ l..... and theory of management is a term including different
means for the public to directly participate in ....... 2...... , economic or managerial decisions.
A petition is a request to an authority, a ...... 3. or public entity. In the colloquial

sense, a petition is a document addressed to some official and signed by numerous individuals.

The Petition Clause of ...... 4..... to the U.S. Constitution guarantees the right of the
people "to petition the Government for a redress of grievances." The right to petition has been
held to ....... S the right the right to file lawsuits against the government.

A demonstration is the public display of the common opinion of an activist group,
which deals with politics, economics, and ...... 6...... , or the issues related to it. Such an opinion
1s demonstrated to be ...... Toe.n. by gathering in a crowd, usually at a symbolic place or date.
The First Amendment of the U. S. Constitution specifically allows demonstrations and the
......... 8....... as part of a measure to facilitate the redress of such grievances.

Protest expresses a relatively overt reaction to events or situations: sometimes in favor,
though more often opposed. Protesters may organize a protest as a way of making their opinions
heard in an attempt to influence public opinion or ....... 9...... , or may undertake direct action in
an attempt to enact desired changes themselves.

Riots occur when crowds or small groups of people have gathered and are committing

crimes or ...... 10...... usually in reaction to a perceived ........ I1...... or out of dissent. Riots
arise over poor working or living conditions, government oppression, conflicts between races or
religions, or even the outcome of a ....... 12...... . Rioters may feel that they have no better way
to strive againsta ........ 13...... .

Riots should be distinguished from civil disobedience, which attempts to rectify issues
through ....... 14...... . Riots are characterized by violence, such as property damage, arson,
looting, assault and murder.

A massive and, often, organized riot againsta ....... 15..... is called a pogrom.

political; society; the First Amendment; political science; sport event; freedom of assembly; non-
violent means; government official; include; social injustice; public and significant; acts of
violence; government policy; grievance; minority group
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While there is a lower class, I am in it; while there is a
criminal element, I am of it; while there is a soul in
prison, I am not free.
Eugene Victor Debs.
Speech at his trial for sedition. Ohio, 1918.
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READING
Vocabulary Input

1. Try to understand the meaning of the word 'allegiance' and word combinations

with it without an English-Russian dictionary.

Allegiance 7. - loyalty, dutiful support to a leader, country, idea, flag, etc.

Proclaim/pledge
swear . smb
allegiance }—) to
. smth
switch

E.g. He pledged true allegiance to the Queen.
They proclaimed allegiance to the cause of the party.
The company's marketing manager switched allegiance from the company to their

competitor.

2. Define whether the underlined words are nouns, adjectives or verbs. Translate

the sentences.

O 0 1IN DN K~ W —
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. Our party’s main objective is to achieve full employment.

. Try to be more objective about it.

. The lecturer presented an objective analysis of the political situation.

. Fortunately, we have succeeded in our main objective.

. Did he approach you about lending him some money?

. The quality of their goods is rather high, but they don’t approach international standards yet.
. It’s not a diplomatic approach to the problem.

. ’'m sure, refusing to negotiate is not the right way to approach this problem.

. The only approach to the village was blocked.

3. Match the words with their definitions.

. wangle a. get; become the owner by means of effort and planning

. modify b. P (of) have an unfavourable opinion of smb/smth; ? refuse to agree officially
. Teverse c. get or arrange smth by persuading or tricking someone

. obtain d. change (a plan, opinion, etc.) slightly

. disapprove | e. change (judgement, decision) to the opposite; change round (order, position)

4. Define the meaning of the polysemantic word ‘seek (sought;sought)’ in the

following sentences.

l.
2.

You should seek advice from your lawyer on this matter.
He got a degree in political science before seeking fame and fortune in the UK.
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3. We are earnestly seeking after the truth.
4. Will the President seek re-election at the
end of his term of office?

Reading Assignment

Read the text and be ready to
discuss it.

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

Government ought to be run by the people. That is the democratic ideal in a nutshell. But
how much and what kind of citizen participation is necessary for democratic government?
Neither political theorists nor politicians, neither idealists nor realists, can agree on an answer.
Champions of direct democracy believe that if citizens do not participate directly in government
affairs, making government decisions themselves, they should give up all pretence of living in
democracy. More practical observers contend that people can govern indirectly, through their
elected representatives. And they maintain that choosing leaders through elections — formal
procedures for voting — is the only workable approach to democracy in a large, complex nation.

We define political participation as “those actions of private citizens by which they
seek to influence or to support government and politics.”

A practical test of the democratic nature of any government is whether citizens can affect
its policies by acting through its institutions — meeting with public officials, supporting
candidates, voting in elections. If people must operate outside government institutions to
influence policymaking the system is not democratic. Citizens should not have to risk their life
and property to participate in politics, and they should not have to take direct actions to force
government to hear their views. The objective of democratic institutions is to make political
participation conventional.

Conventional political behaviours fall into two major categories: actions that show
support for government policies and those that try to change or influence policies.

Supportive behaviours are actions that express allegiance to country and government.
When we fly our flag on holidays, we are showing support for the country and, by implication,
its political system. Such ceremonial activities usually require little effort, knowledge, or
personal courage; that is, they demand little initiative on the part of the citizen.

Citizens use influencing behaviours to modify or even reverse government policy to
serve political interests. Some forms of influencing behaviour seek particular benefits from
government.

Some citizens try to influence government to obtain benefits for themselves, their
families, or close friends. For example, citizens might pressure their local government to rebuild
the curbs on their street or vote against an increase in school taxes, especially if they have no
children. Serving one’s self — interest through the voting process is certainly acceptable to
democratic theory. Each individual has only one vote, and no single voter can wangle particular
benefits from government through voting unless a majority of the voters agree.

To have “government by the people”, the people must participate in politics.
Conventional forms of participation — contacting officials and voting in elections — come most
quickly to mind. However, citizens can also participate in politics in unconventional ways —
staging sit-down strikes in public buildings, blocking traffic, and so on. Most citizens disapprove
of most forms of unconventional political behaviour. Yet blacks and women used
unconventional tactics to win important political and legal rights, including the right to vote.
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Comprehension check

Answer the questions and fulfil the tasks.

1. What are the two approaches to political participation?

2. How do you define “political participation”?

3. How can one test the democratic nature of government?
4. Name two major categories of political behavior.

5. What is the essence of supportive/influencing behavior?
6. Give examples of conventional and unconventional forms

of political participation.

Vocabulary practice

1. Here are some forms of
political participation. Can you figure
out whether a particular political act
is conventional or unconventional?

- sign petitions

- spray-paint political slogans on
buildings

- display election campaign posters

- carry signs outside an abortion clinic
- link arms to prevent entrance to the
clinic

- take hostages to attract attention to
race discrimination

- write to newspapers

- block roads by demonstrators

- attend public meetings

2. Form nouns from the
following verbs and expressions.
- represent
- make decisions
- take part / participate
- make policy

Notes on ...In the  English-
Language language press one can
often come across

and Culture compound words with

the constituent '-in"

sit-in, stay-in, teach-in, talk-in, etc. Many of
them appeared in the language of young
Americans who protested against the War in
Vietnam. In those times the realia were
connected with the protest movement, but
later the meaning of the words broadened
and new words of the kind appeared (e.g.:
drive-in cinema, etc.).

Have a look at the beginning of an article from
The Times:

I I I I I e e o e ) o ) ) e [ ) [ ) (e e [ (e (e [ [ (e [ 1 (e

Villagers' church sit-in is ended by dawn raid

POLICE in balaclavas raided a church in an
Italian mountain village to eject elderly
parishioners staging a sit-in and to forcibly install
a new priest.

I I 0 ) I ) ) [ [ ) [ (e [ o [ 1 e ) 1 o () 1 o (o () P

3. Find in the text English equivalents to the following words and expression.

Yepe3 u30paHHBIX NpEACTaBUTENEH; CIy)KUTh caMOMy ce0e; pUCKOBAaTh KHM3HBbIO U
COOCTBEHHOCTbIO; YCTpauBaTh CUISUYYI0 / WTANbSHCKYIO 3a0acTOBKY; NPUXOJIUTH B TOJIOBY;
OKa3bIBaTh JABJICHUE HA MECTHOE IPABUTEIILCTBO; KPATKO, B IBYX CIIOBaX; IOPUINYECKUE TIPABA;
ydacTue rpakJiaH; AeTUThCS Ha KaTerOpuu; OTOPOCUTH BCE MIPUTBOPCTBO; KOCBEHHO;

4. Complete the sentences with the following verbs in their proper forms.

lobtain, seek, reverse, modify, disapprove, wangle

1. At the last sitting, Congress ........... the legislation.

2. The design of the car was ........... to improve petrol consumption.

3. Further information can be ........... from our web-site.

4. Istrongly ............ of his behaviour.

5. As far as [ know, the police have ......... these facts by illegal means.

6. The unemployment rates are growing, and our main objective is to ........... the trend.
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7. Terrorism involves the use or threat of violence and ...... to create fear, not just within the
direct victims but among a wide audience.

8. It'sunfairto ............ statistics.

9. Diplomacy ......... maximum national advantage without using force

.. What is a rebel? A man who
says no.
Albert Camus

=

Do you know that....

...The worst riots in United States history with respect to lives lost took place
during the Civil War when immigrant factory workers forcibly resisted the federal
government's military draft, the New York Draft Riots. The riots were graphically
depicted in movies such as Gangs of New York. In the 20th century, the 1992 Los
Angeles riots were regarded as the worst in recent US history. The 1968 Democratic
National Convention, however, saw the most well-remembered riots in recent US
history and were a strong influence towards the eventual American withdrawal from
Vietnam at the end of the Vietnam War.

...In 1229, a student riot at the University of Paris resulted in the deaths of a
number of students, and the student strike in protest which followed lasted more
than two years and led to a number of reforms of the medieval university. The event
demonstrates the power struggles between Church, Secular leaders and the emerging
student class, as well as a lessening of Church authority over the university.

...Anti-capitalist Protests took
place in Prague during the IMF and
World Bank summit in September 2000.

Various anti-capitalist protesters
were seeing this institutions as one of
reasons for the economic problems
faced by the Third World. Thousands

of activists who travelled from all over
5 lfﬁﬂ'ﬂ}'ﬂﬂ”m m the world protested and some clashed
with police in the streets of Prague for
several days. Police estimated more
than 15,000 protesters were involved.

Anger was directed against the way IMF and World Bank pushed for a policy of
directing power to the market and the multinational companies. Tear gas and water
cannon were used to force back a breakaway group of activists that attempted to reach
the summit venue. In spite of the massive turn up of police, the protesters succeeded
in breaking up the last day of the summit.

.{‘I- g
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Politics is the art of preventing people from taking part in affairs which
properly concern them.
Paul Valéry

SPEAKING

1. Opinion Exchange.

Most people think about political participation in terms of voting, but as we already know
there are other forms of political activity.

Answer the questions.

How politically active are Russian people in general? How much and what kind of
participation sustains the Russian political system? Is the belief in the ability of ordinary citizens
to control government strong in Russia? Compare your ideas with the results of the public
opinion poll presented on the following page. What do you know about the situation in other

0PHC, MBI TESR NOGRAIIH
Mbi TEER W CHUAMEM |

2. Commenting

A) A survey presented Americans with five different forms of political participation
outside the electoral process and asked whether they “have done,” “might do”, or “would never
do” any of them.

Signing petitions

Joining boycotts
Attending demonstrations
Joining strices

Occupying buildings

B Have done this @ Might do this BWould never do this

Comment on the results received. How would you do the test?
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B) Render into English the question and the answers of the public opinion poll
held in Russia. Comment on the results.

MO BAWLWEMY MHEHWIO, TPAXOAHE POCCUN MMEKOT UINW HE MMEIOT BO3MOXHOCTb
BNWATb HA BIIACTb, HA PEWWEHUA, NPUHNMAEMbBIE BIACTAMK?

FETPYAHAKCE
OTEETHTE
13%

WREHT
26%

HE |ET
B13%

3. Giving a Report.

Make a report on youth political
organisations or youth movements in Russia or
English-speaking countries and deliver it in class.

YOUTH MOVEMENTS IN
RUSSIAN POLITICS

Do you know that...

...Flag desecration is a blanket term
applied to various ways of intentionally
defacing or dishonoring a flag, most often a
national flag (though other flags may be
defaced as well). Often, such action is intended
to make a political point against a country or
its policies.

Some countries have laws forbidding
methods of defacement (such as burning) or
forbidding particular uses considered improper
(such as use for commercial purposes). Often
such laws only apply to the country's own
national flag.
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It's interesting to know...

During the Third Crusade Duke Leopold of Austria planted his banner by the side
of the standards belonging to the Kings of France and England. For a brief while it stood
there in triumph, but then some of King Richard’s soldiers tore it down and threw it into a
ditch. Leopold was naturally offended. A few days later, having tried in vain to obtain
satisfaction, he left Acre and returned to Austria.

This insulting act would cost Richard the Lionheart and England dearly. On
the journey back to England in 1192, Richard had to stop in Vienna, where he was
recognized (supposedly because of his signet ring) and was arrested. For some time
the Lionheart was imprisoned in Diirnstein, and was then brought before Emperor
Henry VI. The immense ransom, thirty-four tons of gold, became the foundation for
the mint in Vienna, and was used to build new city walls for Vienna, as well as to
build Wiener Neustadt. However, the duke was excommunicated by Pope Celestine
III for having taken a fellow crusader prisoner.

...On January 9, 1964 a row broke out

between  Panamanian  students and

American students living in the Panama qe great nations have always\
Canal Zone over the right of the flag of acted like gangsters, and the
Panama to be flown next to the flag of the small nations like prostitutes.
United States and a flag carried by Stanley Kubrick
Panamanian students was torn. This In the Guardioan, 5 June 1963
perceived desecreation sparked four days of /

riots that ended with 22 Panamanians and
four Americans dead, and with Panama
breaking diplomatic relations with the
United States. This day is known as Martyrs'
Day and it is commemorated in Panama as a
day of mourning.
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ACTIVITY

Americans demand much more of their local government than of the national
government. Citizens can mobilize against a project when they pressure local officials not to
locate undesired project near their homes (so called “NIMBY phenomen” —

yard”).

Study newspapers and local news of your region and give examples of local

political participation.

“not in my back

©

It's Funny...

Beastie Boys pay dispute
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WRITING

1. Write an essay on the topic discussed above with the title “Getting Involved”.
2. Write an essay about Greenpeace movement (do not forget to give your opinion about its
activities).

INTERNET EXERCISE

1. Raising a Ruckus

The Ruckus Society, formed in October 1995, identifies its mission as providing
“training in the skills of nonviolent civil disobedience to help environmental and human rights
organizations to achieve their goals”.

* Go to the society’s Web page at www.ruckus.org/. (Browsing the Action Gallery will
allow you to see photos of some of the group’s members at training sessions.) Follow the link to
the group’s collection of on-line training manuals, and skim through these two: “Media Manual”
and “Scouting Manual”.

Give a talk on the forms of unconventional participation.
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2. a) Study the sentences below.

1. When Baldwin became prime minister in 1935, he persisted in
excluding Churchill from office, but gave him the exceptional
privilege of membership in the secret committee on air-defense

research.

2. Sir Robert Walpole is usually regarded as the first prime
minister, and during his long term of office (1721-42) he

developed many attributes of premiership.

b) Form partnerships with the following words and make up

your own sentences with them.

/ party in — \

Unit 8. POLITICAL PARTIES

PRE-READING TASKS AND
DISCUSSION

1. Carry out the tasks and answer the
questions.

1. What is a political party? Give your definition
as you understand it.

2. Name some political parties in your country.
Say some words about their programmes.

3. What functions do they perform?

4. Are parties really necessary for a democratic

government?
C )

There's  no
way in the world
you're going to
make a political
party
respectable
unless you keep it
out of office.

Will Rogers
© © ©

seek —
run for —
take —
gain —
bein/outof —
hold —
resign —

\ term of —

READING
Vocabulary Input

(in the UK)
Home —
Foreign —
War —

D O = - = O
4

1. Match the words with their definitions.

1. contribute to
2. confront

3. judge

4. ensure
5. reduce
help, etc.

6. pursue

a. make (smth) certain to happen

b. form or give an opinion about smth or smb, especially after carefully
considering all the facts; decide the result (of a competition, contest)

c. continue steadily with; carry on; follow

d. face bravely or threateningly; be faced with and have to deal with

e. help in causing a situation, condition; join with others in giving money,

f. make less in degree, amount, size, price, etc.
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Reading Assignment
Read the text and be ready to discuss it.

POLITICAL PARTIES

Most democratic theorists agree that a modern nation-state cannot practice democracy
without at least two political parties that regularly contest elections. In fact, the link between
democracy and political parties is so firm that many people define democratic government in
terms of competitive politics.

Parties contribute to democratic government through the functions they perform for the
political system — the set of interrelated institutions that link people with the government. Four of
the most important party functions are nominating candidates for election to public office,
structuring the voting choice in elections, proposing alternative government programmes, and
coordinating the actions of government officials.

Nominating candidates. Without political parties, voters would confront a bewildering
array of self-nominated candidates, each seeking votes on the basis of personal friendships,
celebrity status, or name recognition. Parties can provide a form of quality control for their
nominees through their process of peer review. Party insiders, the nominees” peers, usually know
the strengths and faults of potential candidates much better than average voters and thus can
judge their suitability for representing the party. In this way, parties help not only to ensure a
minimum level of quality among candidates who run for office but also to raise the quality of
those candidates.

Structuring the voting choice. Political parties also help democratic government by
structuring the voting choice — reducing the number of candidates on the ballot to those who
have a realistic chance of winning.

The ability of established parties to mobilize their supporters has the effect of
discouraging nonparty candidates from running for office and of discouraging new parties from
forming. Consequently, the realistic choice is between candidates offered by the major parties,
reducing the amount of new information that voters need to make a rational decision.

Proposing alternative government programmes. Parties also help voters choose
among candidates by proposing alternative programs of government action — the general policies
their candidates will pursue if they gain office. Even if voters know nothing about the qualities
of the parties” candidates, they can vote rationally for the candidates of the party that has policies
they favor.

Coordinating the actions of government officials. Finally, party organizations help
coordinate the actions of public officials. A government based on the separation of powers
divides responsibilities for making public policy. Political parties are the major means for
bringing the separate powers to produce coordinated policies that can govern the country
effectively. Members of the same party in different branches of power share the same political
principles and thus voluntarily cooperate in making policy.

Parties are essential for making the government responsive to public opinion. In fact, the
ideal role of parties has been formalized in the four principles of responsible party government:

1. Parties should present clear and coherent programs to voters.

2. Voters should choose candidates on the basis of party programs.

3. The winning party should carry out its program once in office.

4. Voters should hold the governing party responsible at the next election for

executing its program.
So, in keeping with the model of responsible party government, formulate different
platforms and tend to pressure their announced policies when elected to power.
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Comprehension check

Say whether the statements below are TRUE or FALSE.

Existence of political parties is a distinguishing feature of any democracy.

Party system is an institution that links people with the government.

In a democracy independent candidates are encouraged to participate in elections.
Parties are responsible for the actions of their candidates.

The main goal of any party is to introduce an alternative program of action.

Political party when in office helps coordinate activities of different branches of power.

SNk W=

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

1. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and expressions from the text.

- contest elections
- interms of competitive politics
- to nominate candidates for election to

public office No political party has

- abewildering array exclusive patent rights on
- self-nominated candidates prosperity.

- celebrity status

- peer review

- party insider

- to pursue policies

- different branches of power
- responsive to public opinion

Franklin D. Roosevelt

2. Fill in the blanks with either 'between' or ‘among'.

1. Alice's house is hidden ........ the trees.

. He was numbered ........ the dead.

e the first to arrive was the ambassador.

. What are the main differences ........ the liberals, the democrats and the labourists?

. At the conference they discussed, ....... other things, recent events in the Middle East.
. The ministers called for co-operation ........ the member states.

. It's somewhere in ....... Oxford and Brighton.

e you and me, he is going to resign office.

[\
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3. Complete the sentences with the verbs given below in the proper forms:

contribute to, confront, judge, ensure, reduce, pursue

. They have ......... the problem of terrorism with great determination.

. He was losing the argument, so he said, “I’d rather not ........ the matter”.

. We need the law that will ......... fair treatment for people of all races.

. I was sure, various factors .......... to his downfall.

. The government is .......... a policy of non-intervention.

. It seems like a good proposal, but without all the information we can’t really ........ .
e by what everybody says about her, I’d say she has a good chance of winning.
. Thelaw ........ that ancient buildings must be preserved by the government.

. He proposes a defence policy that ......... the risk of war.

10. Senior members of the government are ......... with research assistants.

O 0 1N DN K~ W —
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A great party is not to be brought down because of a scandal by a
woman of easy virtue and a proved liar.
Lord Hailsham

It's interesting to know...

Today we think of party activity as normal, even essential, to American
politics...

It was not always so. The Constitution makes no mention of political parties, and
none existed when the Constitution was written in 1787. It was common then to refer
to groups pursuing some common political interest as factions. Although factions were
seen as inevitable in politics, they were also considered dangerous.

Washington was not a factional leader and actually opposed factional politics.
During Washington's administration, however, the politics cleavage sharpened between
those who favored a stronger national government and those who wanted a less
powerful, more decentralized national government.

The first group, led by Alexander Hamilton, proclaimed themselves Federalists.
The second group, led by Thomas Jefferson, called themselves Republicans. The
Jeffersonians chose the nhame Republicans to distinguish themselves from the
"aristocratic” tendencies of Hamilton's Federalists.

SPEAKING

1. Give a 5 minute talk on the
following topics:

1. A two-party system in the USA.
Does it work?

2. Minor parties in America.

3. Political parties in Great Britain.

2. Make up a dialogue.

In the USA there are two
main political parties and the real
choice for voters is between them.

Compare this situation with the voter’s task in the June 1999 Russian parliamentary
election in which 26 parties participated and received measurable percentages of the vote. Eleven
parties won representation in the Federal Assembly. Which approach is more democratic? (Two
students contrast their opinions supporting different points of view and giving their “for” and
“against”).

3. Guess the politics by the name.

In many countries parties’ names — such as Conservative or Socialist — reflect their
ideology. Many parties use their names to advertise their policies. Study the party names below
and offer ideas about their political nature or actions:
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e The Prohibition Party (USA)

e The Reform Party (USA)

e United Abkhazia

e [slamic Renaissance Movement
e National Unity Party (Cyprus)
Patriotic renovation Party
Federation of the Greens
Russian Pensioners’ Party
Party For Fatherland and Freedom (Latvia)
Party For Human Rights in United Latvia
New Generation Party
Women for the Future

4. Guess the party by its symbol (look at the pictures on the page). What do you
know about these parties?
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ACTIVITY

The concept of party identification is one of the most important in political science. It
signifies a voter’s sense of psychological attachment to a party (which is not the same thing as
voting for the party in any given election). Scholars measure party identification simply by
asking, “Do you usually think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an independent, or
what?”. Voting is a behavior; identification is a state of mind.

Conduct a survey among students of your university (ask not less than 50 people) about
their party identification. Use the names of the Russia’s popular parties in your question.

Present the results to the class.

Political What is the oldest party in the world?

World Records ..The Democratic Party, founded in 1828, is world’s oldest

political party. When the Republican Party emerged as a major
party after the 1856 election, Americans present two-party system
emerged — the oldest party system in the world.

What is the largest Communist Party?

...Partito Comunista Italiano has been the largest national Communist party outside
USSR and communist states. It has a membership of 2,300,000 in 1946.
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Funny Quotations

0 The reason political party platforms are so long is that when you straddle anything it
takes a long time to explain it.
Will Rogers

o How can one conceive of a one-party system in a country that has over two hundred
varieties of cheese?
Charles de Gaulle
0 I adore political parties. They are the only place left to us where people don't talk
politics.
Oscar Wilde
O  Any political party that includes the word ‘democratic’ in its name, isn't.

Patrick Murray

"I know I promised you a bike
for your birthday, Alex, but
you have to remember I'm a
member of the Labour party."

|”!' iﬂl

LIST OF FRIVOLOUS POLITICAL PARTIES

This is a list of political parties that have been created for frivolous purposes.

Australia

e Sun Ripened Warm Tomato Party (defunct)
e Surprise Party

Belgium
e The Banana party (Stem Banaan) (defunct)
Canada

Absolutely Absurd Party (defunct)
Parti Citron (Lemon Party)

The Party Party

e Rhinoceros Party of Canada (defunct)

Germany

e Anarchist Pogo Party of Germany
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e German Beer-Drinkers Union
New Zealand

o Imperial British Conservative Party
e The Mad Hatter's Tea Party (defunct)
o Blokes Liberation Front (defunct)

Serbia

o Party of Solemn and Honourable Consumers of Alcohol, formerly Party of Ordinary
Drunkards

United Kingdom

e Death, Dungeons and Taxes Party

e New Millennium Bean Party

o Official Monster Raving Loony Party
e Rock n' Roll Loony Party

e Voter Apathy Party

United States

o Birthday Party

o Commicrats

e Guns and Dope Party

o National Barking Spider Resurgence Party

e Anarchistic Pogo Party of America (APPA)

o Solipsist Party of the United State of America

o United States National Official Monster Raving Loony Party
e Thermodynamic Law Party

Thank goodness we still have a two-party system...

NO. NO.. WE ONLY NEED A

SRORISRRIe
........

Republicans Democrats
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WRITING

Write an essay on the following topics.

l. Different but Similar

The American Democrats and republicans have very different ideological orientations.
Yet many observers claim that the parties are really quite similar in ideology compared to the
different parties of other countries. Study two-party systems in the USA and in Great Britain and
give your opinion on the range of ideological choice in both countries.

2. Political Parties in Modern Russia

Study their position on four economic issues:

- ownership of the means of production

- government’s role in economic planning

- redistribution of wealth

- support for social programmes

and their ideology on political matters which you consider important.

INTERNET EXERCISE

1. Ballot Access for Third Parties

Third parties often have to battle established institutions in order to get their candidates
listed on ballots in national and state elections. Go to the Ballot Access News Web site
www.ballot-access.org/ and link to the October 4, 1998, issue. There you will find a short story
on a court challenge from a minor party candidate in Ohio who attempted to get on the ballot.
After reading this piece, link to the January 1, 2000, issue for a follow-up report on the same
case.

Give a talk on the story in class.
(Advanced Level)

2. Go to Wikipedia (the Free Encyclopedia) site, find information about ideologies
of political parties and give a talk on the topic.
(Intermediate and Pre-Intermediate Level)

ROLE PLAY
WE ARE HAVING A PARTY
(Developing a party and creating a party platform)

Instructions. Students will work in groups of 3-4. Besides, it's necessary to choose a
moderator!, who will prepare an introductory speech for TV debates, questions to the groups and
think of a conclusion. Meanwhile, each group will create a party of their own. Each party will
need to develop the following:

1) A party name that reflects the party’s overall beliefs about government.

2) A symbol for the party that reflects that party’s name and beliefs about government.

3) A slogan for the party.

4) A poster that incorporates all of the above information about the party. The poster is a device
to lure people to the party. Consider it advertising for your party.

The groups will then create a typed party platform in which they layout the party’s beliefs
on:

! moderator - Beymuii (B T€JIE€BU3MOHHOM JUCKYCCHH U T.IL.)
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1) Whether government should be “big” or “small”.

2) What role government should play in the citizen’s everyday life.

3) What the role of the political party should be in the government of the Russian Federation.
4) What elected officials from the party will do for Russian citizens.

5) Where the party stands on the following hot topics in politics:

*

L R JER JEE R JER 2R R JEE JEE JER JER JNR 2

taxes,

military size,

social security
unemployment

gun control
regions’ rights
education

abortion

same-sex marriages
war on terror
immigration
national health care
welfare

national security.

Once the groups have developed the party platform, each of the groups will participate in

a round table debate. During the debate, the moderator will ask members of each party to explain
certain parts of their platform and to defend their platform and stances against another party’s
platform and stances. All members of the groups must have equal knowledge of the platform and
be ready to answer and defend when called on.

Students are graded on: Poster, Platform and Debate.

Specific Grading Criteria:

Party poster included the party’s name, symbol, and slogan.

Platform explained the size and role of government according to the party’s beliefs.

Platform explained the role of political parties in the government of the Russian Federation
according to the party’s beliefs.

Platform explained what the party would do for Russian citizens.

Platform explained the party’s stance.

Each member was prepared to answer questions concerning the party platform.

Members were persuasive in defending their party platform.

General Grading Criteria:

The members of the party followed directions - on time.
The members of the party stayed on topic.

Platform is neatly typed, proofed, and edited.

Poster is neat showing effort was put into its production.
The members of the party spoke clearly
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Unit 9. ELECTIONS

PRE-READING TASKS AND
DISCUSSION

1. Answer the questions.

1. How often are elections held in your
country?

2. Have you ever participated in elections?
3. If you are going to take part in the
coming elections who will you vote for?
Why?

4. Why elections are important for any
At last! A politician we can trust! country?

~

A statesman is he who thinks in the future generations, and a politician
is he who thinks in the upcoming elections.
Abraham Lincoln

2. If you are interested in politics, no doubt you know rather much about elections
in other countries. This will help you to complete the following texts with the words and
expressions given on their right.

A. Elections in Britain
- Prime Minister
Britain is ...... 1.... 650 political areas, known as constituencies - pass laws
or seats. Each ...... 2.... is represented in the House of Commons by a | - defeated in votes
Member of Parliament (MP). - voting
Ata...... 3...., the people of Britain who are aged over 18 vote - re-elected
to choose who will ...... 4.... and which party will form the - minority
government. People vote by putting a cross by the name of one of the government
candidates on the ...... 5..... - forma
When ...... 6.... is completed, the political party that has won government
the most seats is asked to form a government, and that party’s leader - general election
becomes ...... 7...., which means that they hold more seats than all the - ahung
other parties together, and so cannot easily be ...... 8.... in the House parliament
of Commons. - divided into
Sometimes there is a ...... 9.... in which one party has more - ruling party
seats than any other party and can ...... 10...., but doesn’t have more - constituency
seats than all the other parties together, so can easily be defeated in - call an election
votes in the House of Commons. The situation is also called ...11.... . - ballot paper
In this situation, the ...... 12.... may join with another party to form a - serve in the
coalition so that it can ...... 13.... in the House of Commons. House of Commons
The longest time that a parliament can run is five years, but the Prime
Minister has the power to ...... 14..... at any point within this period,
usually depending on the government’s opinion of whether they have a
good chance of being ...... 15.....
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B. Elections in the US

Congress, the central ...... I....in the US, is ....2.... of
the House of Representatives and the Senate. ...... 3. are
elected by the people of the state they ...... 4.... . There are 435
members of the House of Representatives, called Representatives
or ....5.... . The number of Representatives for each state
depends on the ...... 6.... of the state. States are divided into
smaller areas called districts, and the people ...... 7.... elect one
Representative. ...... 8.... in the House of Representatives every
two years.

There are 100 members of the Senate, called ...... 9....,
two for each state. Senators ...... 10.... six years. Every two
years ...... 11.... are elected by the people.

Presidential elections are held ...... 12.... . They work
...... 13.... called the Electoral College. Each state has a number
of electoral college votes ...... 14.... the number of Senators and
Representatives it has. The candidate who wins ...... 15.....ina
state receives all that state’s electoral college votes. The
candidate with the most electoral college votes wins the election
and becomes the president.

READING

Vocabulary Input

1. Match the following words with their definitions.
A.

. circumstance a. smth that 1s needed or demanded

. requirement

N —

official decision
3. participation

4. judgement d. taking part in an activity or event

every four years
- by asystem
members of both
houses
- equal to
- the most votes

- Congressmen /

Congresswomen

- in each district

elections are held for
all the seats
- Senators
hold office for a term
of ...
- made up
law-making body
- represent
a third of the Senators
- population

c. combination of facts, conditions, events, etc.

b. opinion; ability to make decisions based on careful consideration; an

B.
1. constitute a. send (out) or pass messages, signals, news, etc.
2. wield b. form; make up
3. persuade c. have and use power, influence, etc.
4. vary d. be different; become different, change
5. transmit e. make smb do smth by reasoning, argument, repeatedly asking, etc.
2'. The words “appeal” and “message” have many meanings and sometimes are

not easy to translate. Consult an English-Russian dictionary for the translations and find

Russian equivalents for the following sentences:
A.

1). Such documentary films appeal to me.
2) They are appealing for funds to build a new hospital.

3) By appealing to his better nature, we persuaded him to sign the paper.
4) The government is appealing to everyone to protect the environment.

5) She intends to appeal against this verdict.
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B.

1) I delivered him your message yesterday.
2) Did he leave any message?

3) The President’s message to Congress attracted
everybody’s attention.
4) This book is without a message.

N

Reading Assignment
Read the text and be ready to discuss it.

ELECTIONS

The heart of democratic government lies in the electoral process. Whether a country
holds elections — and if so, what kind — constitutes the critical difference between democratic and
non-democratic governments. Elections institutionalize mass participation in democratic
government: electoral rules specify who is allowed to vote, how much each person’s vote counts,
and how many votes are needed to win.

Again, elections are formal procedures for making group decisions. Voting is the act
individuals engage in when they choose among alternatives in an election. Suffrage and
franchise both mean the right to vote. By formalizing political participation through rules for
suffrage and for counting ballots, electoral systems allow large number of people, who
individually have little political power, to wield great power. Electoral systems decide
collectively who governs and, in some instances, what government should do.

The simple act of holding elections is less important than the specific rules and
circumstances that govern voting. According to democratic theory, everyone should be able to
vote. In practice, however, no nation grants universal suffrage. All countries have age
requirements for voting, and all disqualify some inhabitants on various grounds: lack of
citizenship, criminal record, mental incompetence, and so forth.

Voting in free elections to choose leaders is the main way that citizens control
government. Political parties help structure the voting choice by reducing the number of
candidates on the ballot to those who have a realistic chance of winning or who offer distinctive
policies. An election campaign is an organized effort to persuade voters to choose one candidate
over others competing for the same office. An effective campaign requires sufficient resources to
acquire and analyze information about voters' interests, to develop a strategy and matching
tactics for appealing to these interests, to deliver the candidate’s message to the voters, and to get
them to cast their ballots.

Regarding election campaigns, one American politician, said, “There are four parts to
any campaign. The candidate, the issues of the candidate, the campaign organization, and the
money to run the campaign with. Without money you can forget the other three”. Money pays
for office space, staff salaries, telephone bills, travel expenses, campaign literature, and, of
course, advertising in the mass media. A successful campaign requires a good campaign
organization and a good candidate, but enough money will buy the best campaign managers,
equipment, transportation, research, and consultants - making the quality of the organization is
largely a function of money.

Campaigns vary in the effectiveness with which they transmit their messages via the
news media. Effective tactics recognize the limitations of both the audience and the media. The
typical voter is not deeply interested in politics and has trouble keeping track of multiple themes
supported with details. By the same token, television is not willing to air lengthy statements from
candidates. As a result, news coverage if often condensed to “sound bites” only a few seconds
long.

Candidates exploit issues that they think are important to voters. They usually campaign
by pointing out problems — unemployment, inflation, war, civil disorders, corruption — and
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promising to solve them. Candidates' attributes are especially important to voters who lack good
information about a candidate’s past performance and policy stands — which means most of us.
Without such information, voters search for clues about the candidates to try to predict their
behavior in office. Some fall back on their personal beliefs about religion, gender, and race in
making political judgments.

Comprehension check

Answer the questions:

What is the major function of an electoral system?

What do electoral rules specify?

Give a definition of an election campaign.

Name four elements of any election campaign.

What are the distinguishing features of an effective campaign?
How much is a typical voter interested in politics?

Can you name problems that interest voters most of all?

NV R LN

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

1. Find English equivalents for the following words and expressions in the text.

IIpaBo yuacTBOBaTh B BbIOOpax / mpaBo rojuoca (2 eapuanma), NPUHATUHE TPYHIIOBBIX
pEIIeHMit; TOCTATOYHBIN; TPAHCHOPTHBIE PACXOJbl; MPONLIAs ICSITEIbHOCTD; IMPEICKA3bIBATH;
nepeaaBaTtbh B 3(QUp NPOCTPaHHBIE 3asBIEHMS;, OTCYTCTBME IpaxkJaHCTBa; pexiama B CMU;
u30uparenb; 6e3padoTua; pemars (IpodIeMbl); OCBELIEHHE HOBOCTEN; IOJI0COBaHUE; MpaBuia
IPOBE/ICHUS] BBHIOOPOB; pa3BUBATh CTPATETHUI0 U COOTBETCTBYIOLIYIO TAaKTHUKY; KPUMHHAJIbHOE
IpOILIOe; MPOBOANTH (M30MpATENbHYI0) KaMIaHHUI0; (popManbHas Ipoueaypa; Mo pasindHbIM
OpUYMHAM; OJCYET TosI0CcOoB (OrouIeTeHe); G0pPOThCs 3a OJUH U TOT XK€ MOCT; MPEeI0CTaBUTh
IpaBo rojioca / Ha/leMUTh U30MPATETHHBIM TPABOM; MOJUTHYECKUE YCTAHOBKH / B3TJISIBI; 110,
paca; oOTIIMYUTENIbHAas YepTa / CBOMCTBO

2. Explain in your own words the
meaning of the following expressions. (
ER ¢

e Deliver the candidates' message X1

e Issues of the candidate ‘ | i .

e Keep track of multiple themes supported » b
with details p 8

e By the same token | '; \_!,/

e Fall back on one's personal beliefs

i -~

e Search for clues \
T

2. Complete the sentences with the words given in the boxes in proper forms.

lA. Requirement, circumstance, participation, judgement, messagg

1) Candidates who fail to meet these ............ will not be admitted to the University.
2) We can’t judge what he did till we know all the ............. .

3) They want greater ............ in the joint decision-making process.

4) His decision seems to show a lack of political ........... .

5) Whatis the ......... of the novel?

6) We need an impartial ............ on the issue.

7) What else should be done to deliver the ........... of his politicy stands?



|B. constitute, vary, appeal, transmit, persuade, wieId|

1) No doubt, opinions on this complicated matter

?Olzleig}:z gileény effortsto ........... them, they Popularity should be

3) Our products ........... in quality and, no §c.al.e for th.e election of
consequently, price. politicians. If it would depend
4) His romantic prose ........... to me. on popularity, Donald Duck

5) Those arguments ............. her election and the Muppets would take
pledges. seats in senat.

6) Let's........ to reason.

7) Though the Queen did not ............ the Orson Welles
absolute power, she upheld her authority to set the (American motion-
central policies of both state and church. picture actor, director,
8) Wecan ........... messages in different ways. producer, and writer)

It's interesting to know...

Motivations for Voting

Respondents were offered a list of arguments for voting and asked to choose the most
important ones (up to five responses were allowed). The distribution of answers is as follows

(data given in % of those surveyed):

%

VOLING IS @ CIVIC QULY ... e 48
| vote because | hope for changes for the better ...................coiiiiiiiiiiiinn.. 34
If I don’t, my vote could be used by somebody else ...............ccccoeiiiiiiiniinnn. 27
I always participate in eleCtions ..............c.coii i 18
| participate in elections to support my candidate ...................ccccceiiiiiiiiiiinnn. 15

When respondents were asked to choose less important reasons for voting, the

following answers were mentioned (data given in % of those surveyed):

If I don’t vote, | will have problems ..............c..cooiiiiiiiii e 25
Election day is like a holiday fOr me ..............ccoieiiiiiiiiiii e 16
| can express my protest through Voting ...........c.cooiiiiiiiiiii e, 13
| participate in elections because most people do .................ccccoviiiiiiiinnn... 12
Voting provides a chance to control the authorities .....................ccocoveiiiinnn. 12
Voters can make demands on the authorities ................cccccoiiiiiiiiiciiiiin.. 12

The Public Opinion Foundation. A Russia-wide poll of urban and rural residents was conducted

SPEAKING
Opinion Exchange

1. Discuss the following questions with each other.

1. What is the role of political parties in election campaigns nowadays? Are elections more
party centered or candidate centered? (in the USA, in GB, in Russia)
2. How do candidates organize their campaigns? How do they learn about voters’ interests?

How do they deliver their messages to voters?
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3. Study the text about financing elections in the USA paying attention to vocabulary in bold
type.

2. Dwell on the following quotations.

0 The next time they give you all that civic bullshit about voting, keep in mind that
Hitler was elected in a full, free democratic election.
George Carlin
(American stand-up! Comedian,
Actor and Author, 1937 -)
o It is enough that the people know there was an election. The people who cast the
votes decide nothing. The people who count the votes decide everything.
Joseph Stalin
(Soviet dictator, 1879 - 1953)
o People never lie so much as after a hunt, during a war or before an election.
Otto von Bismarck
(Prussian Prime Minister,
Founder and Chancellor of
the German Empire, 1815 - 1898)
o To be fair, lying is part and parcel of public life. Every politician has lied about
something because they are owned by the special interest groups that finance their
elections.
Peter Schuyler

2. Giving a Report

%Introduction

Campaign financing is now heavily regulated by the national and state legislation. Now
the law requires full disclosure of campaign spendings. The 1974 legislation imposed limits on
contributions by individuals and organizations to campaigns for federal office — that is, congress
and the presidency (candidates for state or local office are not covered by the law):

a) a person can give only $1,000 to a specific candidate in a separate election during
a two-year cycle;

b) a person can give only $25,000 per year to all federal candidates;

C) the aggregate limit is $50,000 over a two-year cycle;

d) a political action committee can give only $5,000 to a specific candidate in a
separate election during a two-year cycle.

Presidential campaigns have always been expensive, and the methods of raising
campaign funds were often suspect. In 1972, President Richard Nixon’s campaign committee
spent more than $65 million, some of it obtained illegally (for which campaign officials went to
jail). For the first time, the 1974 campaign finance law provided public funds for presidential
candidates who raised at least $5,000 (in private donations no more than $250 each) in each of
twenty states. Individuals and organizations donating to presidential campaigns face the same
limits ($1,000 and $5,000 respectively) that apply to congressional campaigns. The 1974 law
limited spending to $10 million for presidential primary elections and $20 million for general
elections but allowed for increases due to inflation.

Q{)Over to you...

Give a talk on the laws regulating election campaigns in Russia (use active
vocabulary from the text above).

! stand-up comedian, stand-up comic — KOMHUK; aKTe€p pasrOBOPHOIO KaHPa
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3. Brainstorming

Study the diagrams below. Translate them into English and comment on them.

«Xorean 061 Bbl, 4T00b1 B Oyaymem Ilpesnnentom Pocenu crana xeHmmua?»

(BbIOOpKA B 11€JIOM)

OiCKopes ga
18%,

| Ja
16%

O Ckopee
HeT
15%

O Ty AHD
CKazaTe
14%,

OOonpesene
HHO HET
37

Bonee TpeTtun onpoleHHbIX (B COBOKYNHOCTU 34%) xoTenu 6bl, 4Tobbl B Byayuiem
npesngeHTom Poccum Bbina xeHwmHa. bonbWNMHCTBO pecnoHAeHTOB — 4y Tb 6onee NomnoBUHbI,
52% - noka He 04oBPAIOT Takyto NEPCNEKTUBY N 3asBNAIOT, YTO HE XOTenu Obl (MNK ckopee He
xoTenu Obl) BUAETb XEHLUUHY Ha NOCTy npe3naeHta Poccunckon degepauun B OyayLiem.

«Xorean 0b1 Bbl, 4T00b1 B Oynymem Ilpesugentom Poccnu crana sxenmmna?»
(cpaBHeHHEe MHEHUI MYKYMH M KECHIIIUH)

MyxaKHBI 2004 14,8

15,3

19

HeHwHHb 2004

20,3

14,1

11

T T T
s s T

T T
s aTS

T
e

T T T
% m% ars

T
ars

d
1%

Bfa OCkopee ga ECkopes HET OOnpegensHHo HeT O Ty AHD KazaTk

Cpeau eHWwmMH Oons CTOPOHHUKOB XeHLWWMHbI-Npe3ngeHTa coctaBnaeT 40%. Kak
N3BECTHO, UMEHHO >XEHLLIMHbI NpeobnanaT B 3fieKToparibHO akTUBHOWM YacTu HaceneHus, 1 B

CBA3U C 3TUM M36paH|/|e XXEeHLLUUHbI

4. If you are interested in the topic and if you are not short of time, see also the
Case Study and the Role Play for Unit 9 in the Supplement.

RENDERING

Cydpaxusm — 3To IauTensHas 00phObl KEHINWH 32 M30upaTeNbHbIe IpaBa. HauaBmascs
B AMepuke u AHrnuu ¢ cepenunbl XIX Beka; Hanboaee N3BECTHOE IBIKEHUE «IIEPBOM BOJIHBI

dbemunuzmar (1830-1920).).

Ha xondepenmuto B Cenexa o3 (CIIA) B 1848 rogy cobpammce 6omee 200 >keHITUH
u okosio 40 MyXuuH K3 OMKaWIIMX JepeBeHb U roponkoB. KoHdepeHius cMeno 3asBuiia o
MOJIHOTIPABHOM TPaX/IaHCTBE KEHILMH: XEHIIWHA HE TOJBKO MaTh, HO U CaMOCTOSITEIbHAs
JMYHOCTh, U €€ OTHOULICHHUS C TOCYAapCTBOM JIOJKHBI OBITh MPSIMBIMH, @ HE OMOCPEOBAaHHBIMU
yepe3 myxa unu gerei. B 1869 rogy Cerozen B. DuTumiHu opranumsoBana HamumoHanbHyrO
Acconmanmio 3a JkeHckoe HM36uparenbHoe IlpaBa, m B TOM ke rogy ImraT Baifomunr

mpeaoCTaBuJI IIpaBo rojioca XCHIIMHAM.
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B AHrmmm nBrmkeHHEe 3a IpaBa KEHIIUMH CBS3aHO C MMEHEM 3HaMEHUToro ¢uiocoda
J/xona Crroapra Musuig, xotopslii B 1867 romy BBICTYNHJI B AHIVIMMCKOM IapjlaMEHTE C
HeTULMEH B 110J1b3y U30MPATENIbHBIX MPaB JUIsl AKEHIUH.

B Poccun B Hauane XX Beka CTOPOHHHULBI INPENOCTABIECHUS W30MpaTENbHBIX IIpaBa
KEeHIMHaM opraHu3oBaid Coroo3 paBHONPABUS KEHIIMH — (PEMUHUCTCKYIO OpraHHU3allHuIo,
KOTOpas BblABUTAJIa TPEOOBAHUS MOJIUTUYECKOTO PABHOIIPABUS JKECHILIUH U IIPEIOCTABICHUS UM
opaBa 3aHUMaTbcad panyHbIMM  npodeccusimu. B Iletporpage axTuBHO aelicTBOBaa
Poccuiickas Jlura paBHONpaBusi >KEHIIMH, MOTPeOOBaBIIas B PEBOIIOIMOHHOE BpeMs IpaBa
rosioca B YupeauteiabHom CoOpaHuu.

It's interesting to know... ( 6
When did women get the right to vote?

I will feel equality has
arrived when we can elect to
office women who are as
incompetent as some of the
men who are already there.

1893 - New Zealand
1902 - Australia
1917 - Russia

1920 - USA

1928 - Great Britain
1929 - Ecuador

1932 - Thailand Maureen Reagan

1945 - France, Italy, Japan (daughteli\?f RonRa Id and

1971 - Switzerland ancy Reagan)

1978 - Luxembourg I)

1986 - Liechtenstein - \

o o The Most Mature Electorate Election
Political In Andorra, a person must be at least 25 years of age to be eligible
World Records for voting.
. The Most Coops Election

On 30 June 1984, President Hernan Silez Zuazo, 70 was
kidnapped by more than 60 armed men from his official residence.
That's the 191st coop in Bolivia since it became a sovereign
country in 1825.

. The Most Decisive Election

North Korea's general election on 8 October 1962 recorded a 100% turn-out of electors and a
100% vote for Workers' Party of Korea.

. The Most Bent Election

President Charles D.B. King won the Liberian presidential election on 1927 with an officially
announced figure of 234,000 - a majority over his opponent Mr. Thomas J.R. Faulkner of the
People's Party. The President thus claimed a 'majority’ more than 15.5 times greater than the
entire electorate.

. The Closest Election

On 18 January 1961, in Zanzibar, Afro-Shirazi Party won by a single seat of the seat of Chake-
Chake on Pemba Island had been gained by a single vote. The closest general elections ever
occurred in the world.

o The Narrowest Election

On 7 August 1979 in Mississippi, USA, Robert E. Joiner was declared the winner over W.H.
Pyron with 133,587 votes to 133,582. That's the narrowest recorded percentage win in an
election. The loser got more than 49.999% of the votes for the office of Southern District
Highway Commissioner
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ACTIVITY

%Introduction

There are three basic strategies used in election campaigns:

o A party-centered strategy, which relies heavily on voters’ partisan identification
as well as on the party’s organization to provide the resources necessary to wage the campaign

. An issue-oriented strategy, which seeks support from groups that feel strongly
about various policies

o An image-oriented strategy, which depends on the candidate’s personal qualities,
such as experience, leadership ability, trustworthiness, and the like.

L1{>Over to you...

Analyze the latest presidential campaign of candidates running for presidency in
Russia. What Strategies were used by them? How did they apply them? What did they
promise their voters?

WRITING
Strategies and Tactics of Winning Elections

In a military campaign, strategy is the overall scheme for winning the war, whereas
tactics involve the conduct of localized hostilities. In an election campaign, strategy is the broad
approach used to persuade citizens to vote for the candidate, and tactics determine the content of
the messages and the way they are delivered.

Imagine you are running for the presidency in your country. Make up your
campaign plan. Do not forget to mention financial issues, using mass media and other
ways to advertise your program, your party identification if any, your attributes, etc.

QUIZZES O Who Would You Elect?

It is fime to elect a new world leader, and your vote
counts. Here's the scoop on the three leading candidates.

Candidate A:

3 Associates with ward heelers and consults with
astrologists.

3He's had two mistresses.

3He chain smokes and drinks 8 to 10 martinis a day.
Candidate B:

3Was kicked out of office twice;

3sleeps until noon;

3used opium in college and

3drinks a quart of brandy every evening.
Candidate C:

3Ts a decorated war hero.

3He's a vegetarian,
3doesn't smoke, and

3only drinks an occasional beer.
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a
If you don't know who they are and what candidate to choose, look at the

key on page

(Z PRESIDENTIAL TRIVIA

a
Do you know...

1. Which president smoked marijuana with a nude playgirl while he joked about being too

wasted to "push the button" in case of nuclear attack?

2. Which president allegedly had an affair (as well as children) with a slave who was his

wife's half sister?

3. Which future president wrote love letters to his neighbor's wife while he was engaged

to someone else?

4. Which president had a torrid affair with the first lady's personal secretary?

The key is on page

INTERNET EXERCISE

The Campaign Media Analyses Group (CMAG) is a private company that collects all
televised advertisements run in the US top seventy-five media markets. The group publishes a
newsletter “The CMAG Eye” that anyone can access on-line (www.politicsontv.com). Go the
CMAG site, skim over the contents of the newsletter (it has some entertaining examples of

political ads).

How does the discussion in this newsletter illustrate the important role that television
advertising played in campaigns for political offices in 2000? Be sure to cite a couple of specific

examples in your answer.

© It's funny

President Clinton meets some voters

President Clinton is shaking hands with the
voters after being elected for the second time.

"Pleased to meet you," says one old man,
"I've heard a lot about you in the past few
years."

Clinton laughs: "You can't prove any of it!"

Jokes about elections in the USSR

When did the first Soviet elections take
place?

When God put Eve before Adam and said:
‘Choose yourself a wife!'

On the day of elections a voter received a
ballot, but instead of lowering the ballot into
the voting box, he began to read the surname
of the single candidate.

'What are you doing?' his observer asked

Bill Stern:

Our elections are free, it's in
the results where eventually we

pay.

Will Rogers:

I love a dog. He does nothing
for political reasons.

We always want the best man
to win an election.
Unfortunately, he never runs.

A fool and his money are soon
%cfed. /
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'T want to find out, who I voted for.'

'Yes but don't you know that elections are

secret?!'

WEOTE For
YEAsT EDDIEY

o

"It's our duty to vote, but it's their duty
to find somebody worth voting for!"

"Let's try voting for the greater of the

two evils this time and see what happens."

@-‘ Which of these candidates
is your choice?
Candidate A: is Franklin D. Roosevelt
Candidate B: is Winston Churchill
Candidate C: is Adolph Hitler

é\ ANSWERS to
PRESIDENTIAL TRIVIA
" 1. John F. Kennedy
2. Thomas Jefferson
3. George Washington, Lyndon B. Johnson
4. Franklin D. Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy

"You have to admit
it's a novel start to
an election
campaign!"




Unit 10. SOURCES OF POWER: PUBLIC OPINION

PRE-READING TASKS AND
DISCUSSION

Answer the questions:

1. What is public opinion?

2. How can it be estimated?

3. Who needs to know public
opinion on a given issue?

2. Try to complete the text with the words and expression from the table below.
Consult the dictionary where necessary.

predict or forecast, findings, pollsters, sample, reliable or accurate, opinion polls, exit
poll, attitudes or beliefs, poll, survey sampling

Public opinion is the aggregate of individual ...... I...... held by the adult population.
The tide of public opinion becomes more and more crucial during political elections. Between
elections, especially during election campaigns, ......2...... or surveys are conducted to measure
public opinion and to ...... 3. election results.

Polling organisations and the people working for them are ...... 4...... . They interview or
...... 5...... a number of people, a ......6...... typical in its mix of ages, races, genders, social
classes and professions of the population as a whole. Such method of measuring public opinion
1s called ...... T...... .

An ...... 8.onn. is carried out just after people have voted as they are leaving the polling
station.

Results or ...... Qi of opinion polls are more or less ...... 10...... .

Do you know that ...

Public opinion developed as a concept with the rise of a 'public' in the
eighteenth century. The English term ‘public opinion” dates from the eighteenth
century and derives from the French ‘I'opinion publique’, first used by Montaigne
two centuries earlier in 1588. This came about through urbanisation and other
political and social forces. It became important what people thought as forms of
political contention changed.

Jeremy Bentham was the first English writer to develop theories of public
opinion. He reasonsed that public opinion had the power to ensure that rulers would
rule for the greatest happiness of the greater number.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montaigne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urbanisation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeremy_Bentham

It's interesting to know that...

"One problem is that any public opinion poll has a margin of error. Ideally, the
margin of error should be plus or minus five, however, I have seen state polls that
had a margin of error plus or minus eight. This means with a margin of error of plus
or minus five, you would have a 10 point range high or low. For example, if 52
percent of people polled said they favored President George W. Bush's policies in
Iraq, the actual results would be from 57 percent to 47 percent favoring his policies,"

Dr. Thomas J. Williams, associate professor of political science

READING

Vocabulary Input

1. Define the meaning of the words 'bias’' and ‘random’
and their derivatives. Translate the sentences.

A.
1. The Channel's news reporting has become heavily biased towards the government.
2. My parents and grandparents are biased against rock music before they even hear it
3. What other newspapers with a left-wing bias do you know?
4. The lecturer spoke wrathfully against biased journalism.
5. The spokesman said, that viewers and listeners expect BBC interviews with politicians to be
unbiased.

HE)

B.
1. They interviewed a random sample of people.
2. The questions for the quiz were chosen at random.
3. The opinion poll was conducted among a sample of 10,000 adults
randomly and scientifically selected all local government areas in
Ethiopia.

2. Translate the sentences with the polysemantic verb "to expose".

1. The newspaper has exposed his shameful activity to the public.

2. Our citizens have been exposed to high levels of radiation for several hours.
3. The poor soil is constantly exposed to either rainstorms or scorching sun rays.
4. It's dangerous to expose troops on the right flank.

5. The plot was exposed and many people were arrested.

Reading Assignment
Read the text and be ready to discuss it.

PUBLIC OPINION

Public opinion is simply the collective attitude of the citizens on a given issue or
question. Opinion polling, which involves interviewing a sample of citizens to estimate public
opinion as a whole, is such a common feature of contemporary life that we often forget it is a
modern invention, dating only from the 1930s. In fact, survey methodology did not become a
powerful research tool until the advent of computers in the 1950s.

Before polling became an accepted part of the American scene, politicians, journalists,
and everyone else could argue about what the people wanted, but no one really knew. Before the
1930s, observers of America had to guess at national opinion by analysing newspaper stories,
politicians' speeches, voting returns, and travelers' diaries.
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How can a pollster tell what the nation thinks by talking to only a few hundred people?
The answer lies in the statistical theory of sampling. Briefly, the theory holds that a sample of
individuals selected by chance from any population is “representative” of that population. This
means that the traits of the individuals in the sample — their attitudes, beliefs, sociological
characteristics, and physical features — reflect the traits of the whole population. Sampling theory
does not claim that a sample exactly matches the population, only that it reflects the population
with some predictable degree of accuracy.

The Gallup Poll and most other national opinion polls usually survey about 1,500
individuals and are accurate to within three percentage points 95 percent of the time. Poll results
can be wrong because of problems that have nothing to do with sampling theory. For example,
question wording can bias the results.

Public opinion is grounded in political values. People acquire their values through
political socialization, a complex process through which individuals become aware of politics,
learn political facts, and form political values. Think for a moment about your political
socialization. What is your earliest memory of a president? When did you first learn about
political parties? If you identify with a party, how did you decide to do so? If you do not, why
don’t you? Who was the first liberal you ever met? The first conservative?

Obviously, the paths to political values vary among individuals, but most people are
exposed to the same sources of influence, especially from childhood through young adulthood.
These influences are family, school, community, education, age, income and — of course —
television.

Most people do not think about politics in ideological terms. When asked to do so by
pollsters, however, they readily classify themselves along a liberal — conservative continuum.
Many respondents choose the middle category, moderate, because the choice is safe. Many
others choose it because they have liberal views on some issues and conservative views on
others.

In addition to ideological orientation, many other factors affect the process of forming
political opinions. When individuals stand to benefit or suffer from proposed government
policies, they usually base their opinions of these policies on their own self-interest. When
citizens lack information on which to base their opinions, they usually respond anyway, which
leads to substantial fluctuations in poll results, depending on how questions are worded and
intervening events.

Sometimes, the public shows clear and settled opinions on government policy. However,
public opinion is often not firmly grounded in knowledge and may be unstable on given issues.
The lack of consensus leaves politicians with a great deal of latitude in enacting specific policies.
And, of course, politicians' actions are closely scrutinized by journalists reporting in the mass
media.

= Comprehension Check
d & '?1‘@ Say whether the statements below are TRUE or
E P FALSE.
(ot
7)}7 1. Public opinion polling has become a widely used method

in the 1930s.

q?'{'. - 2. Before opinion polling was introduced politicians knew
what people wanted by analyzing voting returns and
newspaper stories

3. Opinion polling could not be reliable without the statistical theory of sampling.

4. A sample of individuals selected for polling accurately represents the whole population.

5. Our political values are strongly influenced by TV.

6. Unstable public opinion is a common thing.
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VOCABULARY PRACTICE

1. Find English equivalents for the following words and expressions in the text.

@opMynHpOBKa BOMPOCA; YCTOSABIIEECS MHEHHE O ...; KOpodYe TOBOpS...; 3HAYUTEIbHBIC
KOJICOAHUs; OTHOIICHHE TpakJaH, OYEBUIHO; IO JaHHOW mpoliieMe, BOMPOCY; CTPaaaTh OT,
BKIIIOYATh / TIOJIpa3yMeBaTh / MpeaaoiaraTh; MOJUTHKA TPABUTEILCTBA; MOIIHBI WHCTPYMEHT
WCCJIeI0BaHMS; KauecTBa (UeJIOBEKa, HaceJIeHusl U T.11.) (2 sapuanma)

2. Form nouns from the followin :
g -~

a) verbs: Voaa § <« =
predict, forecast, measure, estimate; ‘%L !/

b) adjectives

accurate, reliable, statistical, adult (2 variants) 3":.'4 30'-5 wa il QJ,&'{ ggm

3. Complete the sentences with the words and word combinations given in the
table:

\ forecast, opinion polls, exit polls, at random, polisters, predict, surveys |

1. This .......... was one of the most accurate of any exit-polls, in which people leaving the
polling booths are asked how they voted.

2. Opinion polls .......... that the National Liberal Party may either win the polling or emerge
with sufficient votes to threaten the hold of the country’s principal parties.

3. There is no evidence that ............ may affect the outcome of elections.

4. In the run-up to an election, ........... and journalists may talk about a race in which a
candidate or a party is most likely to win.

S, have been with us, in their present form, since the 1930s.

6. The results were taken from .............. by five polling organisations.

7. The interviewees for the questionnaire were chosen completely ........... .

ACTIVITY: Understanding Graphs

1). The results of the public opinion polls are often displayed in graphs such as those in
Figure 1 and Figure 2 (bar charts). The height of the columns indicates the percentage of those
polled who gave each response, identified along the baseline.

There are also pie charts as presented in Figure 3.

a) Comment on the data given in Fig. 1 (What question was asked? What is the
public opinion on the matter under discussion?)

Figure 1. Figure 2.
POSITION ON DEATH PENALTY IS HOMOSEXUALITY A CHOICE?
80 80
— 66— O Choose to be gay
60 60
42 45
40 40 B Do not know
20
20 14 O Cannot change
0 being gay
. ]

O Favour B Do not know O Oppose
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b) Dwell on the problem.

Does the death penalty deter people from killing? A majority of the public thinks it does.
Find some information on the history of public thinking on the capital punishment (in any
country you choose). Try to illustrate the following characteristics of public opinion:

- the public’s attitudes toward a given government policy can vary over time;

- governments tent to respond to public opinion;

- governments sometimes do not do what the people want

Present the results of your research in class. Support your report with graphs and
charts.

Figure 3

Best Description of Corruption

Organized crime

?D%

Bribes & gifts
L 32.0%

Influencefabuse ‘... :
T
17 8% RN
||‘ II “.l
‘ Ill

Favnritismfnepntism

4.4% _.

Fersonal interests
_—

17 7% Stealing; misuse

21.0%

2 Which of the following phrases describes "corruption” the best?

2) Find the results of the polls on the problem that interests you (it may be a
political, ecological, cultural or any other issue, expectations of football cup results,
etc.). Draw a diagram and comment on it.
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SPEAKING

1. Comment on the following quotations.

o There is no such thing as public opinion. There is only published opinion.
Winston Churchill

0 A government can be no better than the public opinion which sustains it.
Franklin D. Rooswvelt

0 For me every ruler is alien that defies public opinion.
Mohandas Gandhi

o Public Opinion... an attempt to organize the ignorance of the community,
and to elevate it to the dignity of physical force.
Oscar Wilde

A wise man makes his own decisions, an ignorant man
follows public opinion.
A Chinese Proverb

2. Opinion Exchange..

1. Some people assume that a majority of the people hold clear and consistent opinions
on government policy. Others think that the public is often uninformed and ambivalent about
specific issues, and opinion polls frequently support that claim. Which point of view do you
support? What are the bases of public opinion? How do individuals form their opinions?

2. The historical context in which a person grows up often affects his or her political
outlook for life. Consider the survey of American opinion towards Russia taken a decade after
the end of the Cold War. As you see, favourable attitude decreases dramatically with age. Why

do you think respondents react this way? What results would you get if we asked the same
question (but about Americans) in Russia?

56
39
o0 — .
36

65 and older 58

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

O No opinion @ Unfvorable HE Favorable
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3. Many adults in Russia remain disappointed over the end of the Soviet Union.
Study the given information and comment on it.

Question: Do you regret the collapse of the Soviet Union?

Not important

Hard to answer

Source: All-Russian Public Opinion Research Center
Methodology: Interviews with 1,579 Russian adults,
conducted on Dec. 15 and Dec. 16, 2005.

Margin of error is 3.4 per cent.

-

There are three kinds of lies: lies, damned lies and statistics.
Benjamin Disraeli
(attributed to Disraeli in
Mark Twain Autobiography)

@ It's funny..

- What's meant by an exchange of opinions in the Communist Party of the Soviet

Union?

- It's when I come to a party meeting with my own opinion, and I leave with the

party's.

"I'm sorry, my opinion isn't in at the
moment, she's down the shops."

WAds avies

"And this just in, an eighteen month
survey found that 82% of people asked,
think surveys are pretty much a waste
of time."
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"According to the latest
poll, 64% of the public

don't pay any attention _ [ NEWS
to polls...

O i
B 7o 2
&) ami" ~

WRITING
(write an essay)

1. How and why political values vary among individuals
(consider differences in age, education, income, place of
residence, etc.)?

2. What is the place of public opinion in a democracy?
What is the relationship between public opinion and ideology?

INTERNET EXERCISE

1. Where Do You Fit?

The Pew Research Center for the People and the Press is an independent research group
that studies public attitudes toward the press, politics, and public policy issues. The center’s
“Where do you fit?” feature allows citizens to provide information about their personal values
and attitudes, partisan leanings, and involvement in politics in order to place themselves among
one of ten groups of American citizens.

o Go to the center’s Web site at www.people-press.org/ and follow the link to the
“Where do you fit?” feature.

. Read over the descriptions of the ten groups that the center has identified. Based
on your readings, which group do you identify most? Least? Why?

o Next, follow the link to the “Where do you fit?”” questionnaire and fill it in. Do
you obtain the same result that you predicted for yourself? If not, was the result close to what
you predicted? If the result of the quiz did not match your prediction, identify at least one
question that you would add to the questionnaire in order to improve its accuracy.

2. One of the America’s oldest polls was started by George Gallup in the 1930s. And still
Gallup polls are very reliable sources of information about public opinion in the USA.

Go to its Web site www.gallup.com, find information about this organization and present
it in class.

106


http://www.people-press.org/
http://www.gullup.com/

ROLE PLAY

INSIDE THE MIND OF JOE PUBLIC

(Constructing and carrying out of a public opinion poll)

Instructions: Students are divided into
three or four groups. Each group chooses a topic
of the public opinion poll within the
University/College/School. The groups will
construct a public opinion poll on their pre-
approved topics and will poll the student body to
find results.

Based on the criteria set in class, student
groups will construct sample size' (at least 100),
the opinion question(s), and the polling method.
Students will have 2 days to poll the student
body and 2 days to construct the poll result
report. The report should include a chart with
the following information:

Notes on Joe Public
(=John Q. Public,

Language Joe Bloggs,

and Culture | Joe Soap (BrE),
Joe Blow(AmE)) -

An average man (or male
member of the public), man in the
street

E.g.: The problem for a writer is

getting Joe Public to buy his books.

Percentage that chose “yes” (or one of the choices)
Percentage that chose “no” (or the other choice)

Percentage of females that chose “yes” and “no”
Percentage of males that chose “yes” and “no”

Percentage of first-year students that chose either answer
Percentage of second-year students that chose either answer
Percentage of third-year students that chose either answer
Percentage of fourth-year students that chose either answer
Percentage of fifth-year students that chose either answer

Students create either bar graphs of pie charts that depict the overall percentages, the

gender percentages, the class level percentages, etc.

In class, each group will present poll reports and explain why they believe the results
occurred as they did, what uses the poll results could have for the University/College/School,

and what factor could change the poll.

The students and the teacher listen to the reports and grade them according to the
criteria given below. At the end of the lesson the students and the teacher will discuss the grades.

Specific Grading Criteria

= Opinion question was feasible and could be answered within the student body.
* Polling sample was a sufficient size to get an accurate depiction of the student body opinion.

= Report chart included all required elements.

= Report graphs included all required elements.

* Group was prepared to explain poll results in presentation.

General Grading Criteria

*  Group members followed directions.

= Report chart was neat, organized, and properly titled and labeled
= Report graphs were neat, organized, and properly titled and labeled.
* Group members spoke clearly during the presentation

! sample size - 06bEM BEIGOPKH
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Internet Links

= Excellent example of a student created opinion poll. Read through this site and check out the creative

ways they used to collect responses.
http://www.personal.psu.edu/faculty/j/x/jxz8/Student Webquests/Lindholm/questA.htm

= Lesson on how to create a public opinion poll. Read through this document. Check out handout 3A

and 3B
http://www.nationalserviceresources.org/filemanager/download/662/guide_effective_citizenship 3.pdf

= Definition and explanation of "Random Sample"
http://www.animatedsoftware.com/statglos/sgrandsa.htm
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L Unit 11. SOURCES OF POWER:
R THE MASS MEDIA

PRE-READING TASKS AND DISCUSSION

1. Consult the dictionary and define the meaning
of the words 'the media’, 'mass media’, 'media’.

2. Agree or disagree with the statements. Give
your reasons.

a) ‘The media’ are ‘windows on the world’.

b) Another term for ‘the media’ is ‘mass media’.
¢) ‘Media’ is the plural of ‘medium’, which means a channel through which information is
transmitted.

3. Look through the following list of words and expressions. Decide which you would
include under ‘the media’ and which under ‘media’. Discuss your decisions with your group-
mates.

Popular music, books, clothes, magazines, gestures, telephones, cinema, speech, DVDs,
advertisements, radio, photographs, newspapers, acting, records, television, mimics, video cassettes.

4. Fill in the gaps with the words from the box

Print media, broadcast media, mass media (2), communication
(21, audignces(Z), newspapers, magazines, radio, television,

is the process of transmitting from one individual or group to another. 1s
the process by which information is transmitted to large, widely dispersed . The term
refers to the means for communicating to these . There are two main types of
o communicate information through the publication of words and pictures on paper.
Prime examples are daily and popular
. communicate information electronically, through sound and images. Prime
examples are and

The Times has made many ministers.
Walter Bagehot. The English Constitution. (1867)
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Do you know that...

Most national newspapers in
Britain express a political opinion
and people choose the newspaper
that they read according to their
own political beliefs.

Most of the newspapers are
right-wing. These are the Daily
Telegraph (quality, that is serious
paper), the Daily Express, Daily Mail,
Daily Star and the Sun (all tabloids).

Of the other serious
newspapers, The Times, the oldest
newspaper in Britain, did not
formerly have one strong political
view, but it is now more right-wing.

The Guardian (quality paper) is
slightly left-wing. The Daily Mirror
(tabloid) is left-wing.

The Independent does not
support any one political party, and
neither does the Financial Times,
which concentrates on business and
financial news.

Notes on
The Press is
Language often called
and Culture "The Fourth
Estate"

In May 1789, Louis XVI
summoned to Versailles a full
meeting of the "Estates General"

The First Estate consisted of
three hundred nobles.

The Second Estate consisted of
three hundred clergy.

The Third Estate consisted of
six hundred commoners.

Some years later, after the French
Revolution, Edmund Burke,
looking up at the Press Gallery of
the House of Commons, said,
"Yonder sits the Fourth Estate,
and they are more important than
them all."

READING

Vocabulary Input

1. Mind the usage of the word ‘coverage’ and its derivatives. Translate the given

sentences into Russian.

full / wide / substantial / nationwide / worldwide / international / ... coverage

to give full/... coverage of (to)

to give a story (an event) full /... coverage
to cover fully / widely / substantially / thoroughly

under cover

1. The sports news is fully covered in this newspaper.

2. He’s read the book from cover to cover.
3. Methods of financing and administration of social welfare programmes and the scope of coverage

vary widely among countries.

4. The journal gives full coverage to the questions you are interested in.

5. Corriere della Sera’s' national coverage is substantial: it has some 600 correspondents

throughout Italy.

6. The Trade Unions’ Conference was given nationwide coverage.

! Corriere della Sera (Italian “Evening Courier”) is a morning daily paper published in Milan, Italy.
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7. Is the telecommunication network reliable? What is its area of coverage?
8. The walls of the room were covered with clippings of sports articles.

9. His first assignment was to cover the boat race.

10. He had to work under cover to get information on drug traffickers.

2. Mind the usage of the preposition ‘on’ after the word ‘influence’.

1. Mass media compete for the influence on the audience.
2. Did anybody influence his decision?

3. Match the words with their definitions.

1. publicity a. faith; complete trust; a strong belief
2. accomplishment b. public notice or attention
3. confidence c. wrongdoing; an unlawful act by an official
4. malfeasance d. possibility of coming danger; smth regarded as a possible
danger
5. threat e. achievement; the act of finishing work successfully
Reading Assignment

Read the text and be ready to discuss it.
MASS MEDIA

The mass media transmit information to large audience through print and broadcasts. The
mass media in the United Sates are privately owned and in business to make money, which they do
mainly by selling space or air time to advertisers. Both print and electronic media determine which
events are newsworthy largely on the basis of audience appeal.

The main function of the mass media is entertainment, but the media also perform the
political functions of reporting news, interpreting news, influencing citizens’ opinions, setting the
political agenda, and socializing citizens about politics.

Virtually all citizens must rely on the mass media for their political news. This fact endows
the media with enormous potential to affect politics. To what extent do the media live up to this
potential?

Americans overwhelmingly believe that the media exert a strong influence on their political
institutions, and nearly nine of ten Americans believe that the media strongly influence public
opinion. However, measuring the extent of media influence on public opinion is difficult. Because
few of us learn about political events except from the media, it could be argued that the media create
public opinion simply by reporting events.

Despite the media’s potential for influencing public opinion, most scholars believe that the
media’s greatest influence on politics is found in their power to set the political agenda - a list of
issues that people identify as needing government attention. Those who set the political agenda
define which issues government decision makers should discuss and debate. Like a tree that fall in
the forest without anyone around to hear it, an issue that does not get on the political agenda will not
get any political attention.

One study found varying correlations between media coverage and what the public sees as
“the most important problem facing this country today”, depending on the type of event. Crises such
as the Vietnam War, racial unrest, and energy shortages drew extensive media coverage, and each
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additional news magazine story per month generated an almost one percentage point increase in
citations of the event as an important problem.

The media’s ability to influence public opinion by defining “the news” makes politicians
eager to influence media coverage. Politicians attempt to affect not only public opinion but also the
opinions of other political leaders. The president receives a daily digest of news and opinion from
many sources, and other top government leaders closely monitor the major national news sources.
Even journalists work hard at following the news coverage in alternative sources. In a curious sense,
the mass media have become a network for communicating among elites, all trying to influence one
another or to assess others' weaknesses and strengths.

Some scholars ague that the most important effect of the mass media, particularly television,
is to reinforce the hegemony, or dominance, of the existing culture and order. According to this
argument, social control functions not through institutions of force (police, military, and prisons) but
through social institutions, such as the media, that cause people to accept “the way things are”. By
displaying the life style of the rich and famous, for example, the media induce the public to accept
the unlimited accumulation of private wealth. Similarly, the media socialize citizens to value “the
American way”, to be patriotic, to back their country, “right or wrong.”

So the media play contradictory roles in the process of political socialization. On the one
hand, they promote popular support for government by joining in the celebration of national
holidays, heroes' birthdays, political anniversaries, and civic accomplishments. On the other hand,
the media erode public confidence by detailing politicians' extramarital affairs, airing investigative
reports of possible malfeasance in office, and even showing television dramas about crooked cops.

The media strongly defend the freedom of the press, even to the point of encouraging
disorder by granting extensive publicity to violent protests, terrorist acts, and other threats to order.

Comprehension check
1. Say whether the statements below are TRUE or FALSE.

1. Politicians decide what news events are worth printing or broadcasting.

2. The mass media have two main functions.

3. Through setting the political agenda the media exercise its influence on public opinion.
4. Institutions of force are the only instrument to support the existing order in the country.
5. The main role of the media is to promote support

for government. Journalists say a thing
2. Answer the questions: that they know isn't true, in
the hope that if they keep

2. Who sets the political agenda and defines “the news”? on saying it long enough it
3. How do the media induce people to accept the existing will be true.

culture and way of life? Arnold Bennett.
4. What is political socialization?

5. Why is the role of the media in political socialization contradictory? ﬁ

VOCABULARY PRACTICE

1. What is political agenda?

1. Find English equivalents for the following words and expressions from the text.

Crenens Bausinusg CMU; BHUMATENbHO CIEIUTD / OTCIICKUBATH; Ay IUTOPHS (CIaymiarenei /
3puTesieit); OCBEIIEHNE HOBOCTEN B aJbTEPHATUBHBIX UCTOYHUKAX; HEXBATKA SHEPTUH; TOJOBIIHNHA;
PENOPTaXKH O KYPHAIUCTCKUX PACCIICTOBAHMIX; HECYTIPYKECKHE OTHOIIEHUS;, d(prpHOE Bpems;
MeCTO (B TIEYaTHOM H3/IaHUH); Pa3BJICUEHHUE; YICHBIN; paCOBbIC OCCIIOPSIKH; CETh; PEKIaMOIaTeNb.
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2. Complete the sentences with the words from the table.

hhreat, publicity, confidence, malfeasance, accomplishments|

1. The birth of the heir to the throne gota lotof ........... .

2. The government failed to win public ........... in its plan for economic recovery.

3.The .......... of bankruptcy hung over the company.

4. When Elizabeth Taylor and her then husband, Mike Todd, the Hollywood producer, told the
Australian press to sod off, they were dogged by negative ......... and their visit was, in show-

business terms, a disaster.

5. Being able to play the violin well is one of her many ............. .
6. The Senator was accused of ............. in office.

7. They used the ........... of strike actions to enforce their demands.

3. Find in the text words close in meaning to the following ones.

Weakness, poverty, point of view, discourage, doubt / disbelief

4. Look through the text once again and fill in the blanks with proper prepositions
where necessary.

1. Who influenced ............ your decision to raise the question in the meeting?
2.Youcanrely ......... me to help you.
3. No doubt, the strike will affect ........ the price of coal.
4. He has to deliver a report on the influence of mass media ....... public opinion.
5., the one hand, he is one of the members of the committee, ....... the other hand, he has little
influence.
6. Despite ....... the nasty weather, thousands of people took part in the demonstration.
Muck-rakers are American writers, identified with pre-
Notes on A :
La World War I reform and exposé literature. They provided
nguage ) . .. o
and detailed, accurate journalistic accounts of the political and
Culture economic corruption and social hardships caused by the power

of big business in the rapidly industrializing United States.

The word was pejorative when used by President Theodore Roosevelt in his
speech of April 14, 1906:

...The men with the muck-rakes are often indispensable to the well-being of
society; but only if they know when to stop raking the muck.

He borrowed a passage from John Bunyan's Pilgrim's
Progress, which referred to “the Man with the Muckrake ...
who could look no way but downward.”

But “muckraker” also came to take on favourable
connotations of social concern and courageous exposition.
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SPEAKING
1. Giving a Report.

a). The four most prominent mass media in the news industry are: newspapers, magazines,
radio and television.

Choose one of them and give a talk on its role in the society, capability of reflecting
our political views, its history and development (choose any English speaking country or
Russia).

b). Investigative reporters can really affect powerful political forces. Do you know anything
about the Watergate Affair?

If not, consult encyclopedias and the Internet. Make up your own story about it with
the help of the words given below.

What do you know about other political scandal named with the suffix - gate by
analogy with the 'Watergate'? Give a talk on one of them.

- the Watergate affair - to bring smb's misdeeds to light

- burglars - to accuse of

- the Democratic Party's national - to impeach for misusing one's powers as
headquarters President

- to look into/investigate the burglary - to be guilty

- to bug / to wire - to threaten

- to steal information - to put smb on trial

- to discredit opponents - to resign as President

- to broadcast live on television - to be stabbed by the quill pen

2. Discussion

Some observers characterize the news media and the government as partners doing the same
job, some people consider them adversaries — each mistrusting the other and competing for
popularity. Give your arguments for and against, make up a dialog supporting the opposite opinions.
Try to persuade your counterpart!
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3. Opinion Exchange.

Can Internet be regarded as one of the
mass media? Why?

What, if anything, should or can be
done about limiting the use of the
Internet by hate groups?

Is private ownership of the media a
good idea? Would you regard
government ownership acceptable?

Do the media promote or frustrate
democratic ideals?

It's funny..

Journalists and Politicians

© © ©

You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say will be misquoted, and then

used against you.
© © ©

R N R AN

Delivering a speech at a banquet on the night of his arrival in a large city, a vusmng

mmls’rer' told several anecdotes he expected to repeat at meetings the next day.

As he wanted to use the jokes again, he requested the reporters to omit them fr'om

any accounts they might turn in to their newspapers.
A young reporter, in commenting on the speech, ended his piece with the following:

_"The minister told a number of stories that cannot be published."

It's interesting...
From the history of US inaugurations and the media

1845: The first inauguration to be covered by telegraph and the first known
newspaper illustration of the event as James Polk takes office.

1857: The first inauguration to be photographed (James Buchanan)

1897: The first to be recorded by motion-picture cameras (William McKinley)

1925: The first inauguration broadcast nationally on radio (Calvin Coolidge?)

1949: Harry S. Truman takes office in the first televised ceremony

1961: John F. Kennedy ceremony televised in colour

1997: Bill Clinton's inauguration is the first to be broadcast live on the internet
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It's interesting to know...

© Media’s agenda setting power
The contrast between the media’s coverage of the Kennedy and Clinton
presidences clearly demonstrates it. Like what fallen tree, Kennedy’s infidelities went
unreported and unheard during his term, so they did not concern the public. Due to the
media Clinton’s infidelities became a prime topic of popular discussion and even led to
the Senate hearings.

ACTIVITY

1. Study and analyse the results of the opinion poll given below. What is your
conclusion? Give your reasons.

Question: "Did the media influence your decision to vote or your choice of party and candidate? (Up
fo three responses allowed per card; Responses of those stating they went to the polls)

Voted for...
United Russia KPRF LDPR SPS and Yabloko | Rodina
(Medved in (The Zhirinovsky (responses of
1999 ) Bloc in 1999) both parties’
voters taken
together)
1999 2003 1999 | 2003 1999 2003 1999 2003 2003
the media drew 35 18 26 18 31 16 34 21 22
my attention to
the election
the media 31 20 26 16 29 19 38 21 26
clarified issues
for me
the media 30 13 12 13 15 15 21 12 20
determined my
decision to
vote/voting
choice
the media made 8 5 12 10 12 6 10 7 5
the issues more
complicated for
me
the media had 17 37 34 41 23 42 21 32 29
no effect on my
decision to vote
or my choice
I was not 2 12 6 12 4 7 2 5 8
interested in
media reports
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WRITING
Comment on the following in writing:

1. Although today we get more news from television that from newspapers, newspapers usually do
a better job of informing us about politics.

2. The mass media is not reliable. The news is filtered through the ideology of the media owners
and editors.

3. The media can have dramatic effects on particular events (consider examples).

We've found a
weapon of mass
destruction!

INTERNET EXERCISE

Does it really matter which TV channel you watch if you want to get news? To answer this
question go to the Television News  Archive and  Vanderbilt  University
(www.tvnews.vanderbilt.edu/)and follow the link to the site’s collection of evening news abstract of
ABC, CBS, CAN and NBC. Choose a time period when some important event occurred (either in
the USA, GB, Russia or anywhere else), study the way these four networks report about the event.
Do they think alike or is there any diversity in their presentations?
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