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Preface

JlaHHBIM y4yeOHBIM KOMILIEKC NpeAcTaBaseT cobol HOBOE M3/aHue,
KOTOpPO€ CYLIECTBEHHO OTAWYaeTcA OT npejsiayuiero. CoxpaHHUB CO-
JepKaTeJbHYIO LIEHHOCTb, aBTOPHl 000raTUIN KOMIUIEKC TBOPYECKMMH
Y CUTYalIMOHHBIMH 33/JaHHAMH, CTUMYJIHUPYIOIIMMH HHTEPEC K ITPOLIeCCy
U3YYEHUA aHIIMMCKOrO A3bIKa U CIIOCOOCTBYIOLIMMHU PA3BUTHIO BaXKHBIX
A3LIKOBBIX YMEHUH, BOCTpeOOBaHHBIX B PaMKaX MHOSA3BIYHOM mpodec-
CHOHaJIbHOM KOMMYHUKAaIWU. 3aaHusa copMyIUpoOBaHbl TaKUM 06pa-
30M, 4YTO OT yvaluerocsa TpebyeTcs KOMILIEKCHAsA aKTHBU3alLlMs OCHOB-
HBIX PEYEBBIX YMEHUH B YTEHHH, IHCbME, ayAUPOBaHUK, TOBOPEHHH.
[ToMHMO 3TOro, HOBO€ M3JaHHe MOMNOJHUIOCE BOMBIIUM KOJTUYECTBOM
3a/laHUM, CIOCOOCTBYIOIIUX 3aKpeIUIEHWI0 U3Yy4eHHOr0 MaTepuasa,
a TaxoKe ynpaXHeHUH, pa3BUBaOMIMX yueOHYI0 MHUIIMATUBY K CAMOCTO-
ATEJIbHOCTE MBINUIEHUA: OCMBIC/IEHHE LIMTAT BEJIMKUX MBICTUTENEH CO-
BpeMeHHOCTH, 00paboTKa JaHHBIX IPOBOAMMEIX MCCIeI0OBaHUM B 00J1a-
CTH S3KOHOMMWKH, pellleHue yuebOHBIX CUTyalllif, OCHOBAHHLIX HA 3HAHUU
3KOHOMHYECKOIo MaTepuasia, IpeACcTaBIeHHOro B pasjenax yyeOHHKa,
M aKTUBHOM HCIIOJIb30BAHUM aHIVIMHMCKOTO SI3bIKA KaK B PeXXHME JHa-
jora, Tak U B Xo/ie I'PYIIIOBOM AUCKYCCHH.

Y4eOHEBIHN KOMILIEKC, KOTOPBIM BKIIOYaeT B cebs yueOHUK ¥ pabouyro
TeTpaAb, NpeAHa3HaudeH [ CTYAEeHTOB-3KOHOMHCTOB, H3y4YalOIHX aH-
ITIMHACKUH A3BIK Ha ypoBHe Intermediate — Upper Intermediate.

[lespro cO3AaHMA JaHHOTO KOMIUIEKCA SBJSAETCA PAa3BUTHE TaKUX BU/IOB
peYEBOH IEATEIBHOCTH, KaK ITUCbMO, YT€HHE, ayAHPOBAHHE U YCTHAS PeyYb.

AI3EIKOBOM MaTepHaJl HOCHT aKaJeMHUeCKHH XapaKTep ¥ BKIOYAET
M3yYEHHE CIIelMalbHOM TEPMHUHOJOIUU B 061aCTH 3KOHOMMKHU. B pe-
3yJIbTaTe OCBOEHHSA MaTepHasa JaHHOIO KOMIUIEKCa y4allluecsa OBjaje-
FOT YMEHUAMU U HaBEIKAMH, HEOOXOAMMEBIMH /JIA BeIeHUA HHOA3BIYHOH
nmpodeccHoHaIbHO-OPUEHTUPOBAHHON KOMMYHUMKAI[MH B aKaJeMude-
CKOHM M Hay4YHOH cpeZe, a UMEHHO: F'OBOPEeHHE B MOHOJIOIOBOM M AHAJIO-
roBoM popmarax, YTeHHE 1 aHa/IM3 aKaJeMHYEeCKUX U HaYYHO-TIOMYJIAp-
HBIX TEKCTOB, YMEHHE KOHCIIEKTUPOBATh MPOYUTAHHYIO U YCIBIIIaHHYIO
MHGOPMALMIO, COCTABIATh Pa3BEPHYThIE THCbMEHHBIE BbICKA3hbIBAHMA.

B pe3yibTaTe OCBOEHMA MaTepuasa ydaluecs 6yayT:

3Hame

* [IMPOKUM CIIEKTP 3KOHOMUYECKUX TEPMUHOB U obIeakazeMuye-
CKOM JIEKCUKH, rPaMMaTHUYeCKUX ABIeHUH, He0OXOAUMBIX 11 I'PAMOTHOMH
WHOSA3BIYHOM KOMMYHMKAIIMM KaK B YCTHOM, TaK U MUCbMEHHOM popmax;
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* KIIOYeBhIe TpobyeMbl, 06Cy¥AaeMble B pAMKaxX paccCMaTpPHBaEMbIX
TEM, &8 UMEHHO QYHJaMeHTaJbHble BOMPOCHl HAaYKH 3KOHOMMKH, POJIb
PBIHKA B PEryJIMPOBaHUH 3KOHOMHUYECKHUX ITPOLeCCOB, QYHKIIUH [IPaBH-
TEJbCTBA B 3KOHOMHKE, BOIIPOCHI MaKpO- U MUKPO3KOHOMMKH, Ipobiie-
MBI 3KOHOMHWUYECKOT'O POCTa M Pas3BUTHA, a Takke robaniusanumu MUpPO-
BOH DKOHOMMKH;

ymemb

* OBICTPO O3HAKOMMTBCA C TEKCTOM, BBIAENUTh BaXXKHYH HHOpMa-
[IUI0, MepeaTh ero OCHOBHOE CoAep:KaHUe, ONpele/UTh aKTYyalbHOCTh
paccMaTpUBaeMEBIX NOJOKEHHWH U HAUTH OTBETHI HAa BOIPOCH, CBA3aH-
HbIE C coAepXaHueM TeKcTa (umeHue);

* B UAJIOTOBOW peuH AaThb NMOAPOOHBIM OTBET Ha MHTEPECYIOLHE
cobecelHMKa BOMPOCH U3 aKaJeMHUYECKOH U MpodeccHOHaNbHON cde-
PBI, OTIHCaTh 3KOHOMHUYECKOE AIBJIEHHE WIH CUTYallMIO, a TaKXKe Pa3BUTh
OTAE/NbHBIE MBICIH, NMOAKPEIUIAA UX AOMNOJHUATEIbHEIMH IOJI0XKEHUAMH
W IpUMEPaMH; B MOHOJIOTHYECKOH peYM MOCTPOUTE YETKYIO CUCTEMY ap-
'YMEHTALIMH, BEICKa3aTh COOCTBEHHYIO TOUKY 3peHHUs, YKa3blBasA Ha J0-
CTOMHCTBA M HEJOCTATKMU Pa3/IMYHBIX CUCTEM WIH TEOPHH, BKIKOYATLCH
B AUCKYCCHIO U BBIXOAWTb U3 Hee, UCNO0JIb3yAd HeoOXOAUMYIO JEKCHKY
U JIEKCUKO-TpaMMaTH4YeCKhe 060pOTH (2080peHue);

* COMNOCTAaBJIATH WIHX IIPOTHBOIOCTABRIATE UMEIOIIUECs JaHHEIE, Jle-
JIaTh 3aMETKH I10 XOAY NPOYUTAHHOr'O WK MPOCIYIIaHHOTO MaTepHana,
0000LHUTE TPOYUTAHHBINA MaTepHUal U KPaTKO U3JI0XKHUThL €ro CoAepxa-
HUe (nucsmo);

* [IOHMMAaTh ayTEHTHYHYI0 pe4Yb HOCHTEJieHd aHIJIMHCKOIO s3bIKa,
BBIAEJIATL OCHOBHOE U JeTajJlbHOE CoAep)KaHHe YCabllIaHHOoro (ayoupo-
BAHLUE);

gnadems

* HaBBIKAMH CAMOCTOATENbHOW paboThHl C A3BIKOBEIM MaTepHaJIOM
C MCIIOJIb30BaHUEM CIIPaBOYHOM JIUTEPATYpPhl, CIOBaper, HHGOpMaIIU-
OHHBIX CAUTOB;

* HaBbIKAMHU H3BJE€YE€HHUA HeODXOoAWUMOM WHOOpPMAIMH U3 OPHUIH-
Ha/IbHOT'O TEKCTa Ha MHOCTPAaHHOM SI3bIKe, BhIpaXKeHUsI COOCTBEHHOI0
OTHOIIEHHUA K U3y4aeMOMY ABJIEHHIO KaK B MEXKJIUYHOCTHOM, TaK U Ipo-
deccuoHaLHOM OOIIEHHH;

* HaBbIKAMH BOCIIPUATHA, aHAJH3a U CO34aHHUA YCTHBIX BBICKA3BI-
BaHWM U NHCbMEHHBIX TEKCTOB IMpodeccHoHaIbHOM U obleakajzeMuye-
CKOM HanpaBJIeHHOCTH.



Short forms and labels

Word classes

adj = adjective

adv = adverb
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Unit 1
WHAT IS ECONOMICS ABOUT?

Learning outcomes

After studying this unit you should be able to:

1) define economics as a social science of scarcity and choice;

2) identify the ways society uses its scarce resources;

3) distinguish between society’s needs and wants;

4) use the active vocabulary of the unit in speaking and writing;

5) read for different purposes (skimming, scanning);

6) use grammar effectively (subject/verb agreement, singular/plural forms
of a noun, nouns of Greek and Latin origin, prepositions).

Lead-in

1. Which of the following definitions describes the science
of economics better? Why?

a) Economics is the way in which trade, industry, or money is organ-
ized, or the study of this.

b) “Economics is a science which studies human behaviour as a re-
lationship between ends and scarce means which have alternative uses”.
Lionel Robbins (1898—1984).

c) “Economics is an inquiry into the nature and causes of the wealth
of nations”. Adam Smith (1723—1790).

2. Give your own definition of economics using some of the fol-
lowing words.

economics  human production desires needs
consumption wants exchange goods behaviour
science distribution social services branch

3. Read the following sentences and decide which word from the
list a—d is synonymous to the word in bold.
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1. Tangible goods are merchandise that you can
put your hands on. Stuff like jewellery, computers,
clothing or even microchips are all tangible products.
2. On the other side of tangible are intangi-
ble goods which are products that cannot be seen
or touched. Things like domain names or computer a) insufficient
programs are intangible goods. b) non-physical
3. Libya, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, any other Ara- c) plentiful
bic nations have abundant oil resources. They are d) physical
the main exporters of oil and its derivatives.
4. Many African nations suffer from limijted
resources such as water and food, so these scarce
resources put tight constraints on their social and
economic development.

4. Answer the questions and do the tasks.

1. Think of some of your most important needs and wants and then
explain whether these are satisfied by goods or by services.

2. Explain why services are called “non-physical activities”.

3. Give examples of some resources that are (a) scarce and (b)
abundant,

4. What would happen to our society if resources were unlimited?

5. Isit possible to overcome scarcity of resources? Justify your opinion.

TOPICS

Text A
Defining economics

1 The social sciences are academic disciplines that study human
soclety and social relationships. They are concerned with discovering
general principles describing how societies function and are organised.
The social sciences include anthropology, economics, political science,
psychology and sociology.

2 Economics is a social science because its approach to studying hu-
man society is based on the scientific method. It is a social science be-
cause it deals with human society and behaviour, and particularly those
aspects concerned with how people organise their activities and how
they behave in order to satisfy their needs and wants.

3 Human beings have very many needs and wants. Some of these
are satisfied by physical objects and others by non-physical activities. All
the physical objects people need and want are called goods (food, cloth-
ing, houses, books, computers, cars, televisions, refrigerators and so on);
the non-physical activities are called services (education, health care, en-
tertainment, travel, banking, insurance and many more),
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para 8

7) to find a satisfactory way of dealing
with a problem or difficulty (v)

para 9

8) smth that happens as a result of a par-
ticular action or set of conditions (n)

9) smth you can choose to do or use in-
stead of smth else (n)

para 10

10) the ineffective use of smth (time
or money) (n)

para 11
11) a way of thinking about smth (n)

12) smth that you are trying hard
to achieve (n)

4. Match the term with its definition.

1) resources a) the human input to work activity

2) human capital b) society’s decision on the kind, quality, and
quantity of goods for consumption

3) labour ¢) anything which can contribute to economic
activity. This includes natural resources, capital
goods, etc.

4) wealth d) human beings as factors of production

5) choice e) the state of having strong financial resources

5. Use the words from exercise 4 to fill in the gaps.

1. For skilled occupations the supply of is typically fairly
inelastic, because few workers are capable of doing the work.
2. is the stock of competencies, knowledge and personal-

ity attributes embodied in the ability to perform labour so as to produce
economic value.

3. A is a source or supply from which benefit is produced.
Typically are materials or other assets that are transformed
to produce benefit and in the process may be consumed or made una-
vailable.

4. Atthe international economic forum the speaker emphasized that
much of South Africa’s importance lay in its mineral :

5. If the product doesn’t work, you are given the of a re-
fund or a replacement.
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6. Fill in the gaps using the prepositions from the box below.

with (X2) * to (X4) *in * of * on

1. Many working women rely relatives to help take care
of their children.

2. Nowadays the department operates with the objective
raising as much taxes as possible.

3. All the people concerned children’s education as a high
quality service should be submitted to testing.

4. I'm not satisfied the way the company served me.

5. Women’s earnings are still low relation men’s.

7. Give a definition of the word in bold using the words given
in the list below.

need resource goods
situation useful things
to want to use to produce
necessary production to sell
to produce scarce problem
to make not much situation
goods available to cause
resources resources difficulties
conflict choice to buy
disagreement to choose to get
argument things to pay
people several money
Text B

Scarcity and importance of economics

1 Naturally, reality constrains our choices. There has never been
enough to satisfy everyone completely. That is what scarcity means.
Although per capita real income in the United States increased 50 per
cent in just one generation, these middle-class families have had to work
hard for their modest gains. (Were they expecting manna from heaven?)
As for how hard they worked and the modesty of their gains, it is doubt-
ful whether most other people in the world would regard Americans’
work in air conditioned offices with coffee breaks as “hard” or their
standard of living as “just getting by”. However, as someone once said:
“Just as soon as people make enough money to live comfortably, they
want to live extravagantly”. Even millionaires can have a hard time mak-
ing ends meet if they try to live like billionaires. The New York Times
reporter wrote of one of these middle-class families: After getting in over
their heads in credit card spending years ago, their finances are now
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