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Viktor Chkhaidze and Andrey Vinogradov 

THE SEAL OF KONSTANTINOS, THE SON OF THE
PROTOPROEDROS AND EXOUSIOKRATOR OF ALL ALANIA  

(ABOUT 1065 – 1075)1 
  

 
 

In 2015, during the excavations of the gate tower of Anakopia fortress 
in Abkhazia a Byzantine molybdoboullon was discovered, with the 
publication appearing soon afterwards2. However, a major error in the 
reading and an incorrect interpretation of the historical context make 
necessary a re-publication of the seal (Fig. 1); diameter – 27 mm, thickness – 
approx. 4 mm, weight – 24,5 grams. 

Obverse. Full figure of St. George, with a halo, beardless, with long 
wavy hair. The saint is armed and cloaked, with a belt over his right shoulder; 
in his right hand he is holding a spear, and his left hand is leaning on a shield 
with a sharp elongated umbo. On the sides there is a columnar inscription: 

   =   ( ) – Saint 
George. 

Reverse. A seven-line inscription in the rim: 
R  |  | U  |  |  | 
C | N  |    = † ( )  ( ) ( ) |   

( ) | ( )  ( )  |  ( ) ( ) ( ) 
| ( ) ( ) - | ( )  | ( ) — † Lord, 
help Your servant Konstantinos, the son of the protoproedros and 
exousiokrator of all Alania. 

The palaeography of the seal dates it to the 2nd half of the 11th 
century. From 1033, due to a conflict over the Georgian throne, Anakopia 
passed into the hands of the Empire and remained the centre of the theme of 
“Soterioupolis and Anakopia”3, withstanding the Georgian siege in 1044 – 

                                                            
1 The results of the project Cultural Exchange and its paradigms in the Christian 

East in the Middle Ages and Early Modern Times carried out within the framework of the 
Basic Research Program at the National Research University Higher School of Economics 
(HSE) in 2019 are presented in this work. The authors are grateful to Maksim Korobov for 
re-reading the English text. 

2 , . .       . – 
: VI «  »    .   

        . 
, 2016. . 4–8. . 2, 1. 

3 Seibt, W., I. Jordanov. ò  ò   . Ein 
mittelbyzantinisches Kommando in Abchazien (11. Jahrhundert) – SBS, 9, 2006, 234–235. 
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1045, until shortly after 1074 it was restored to the Georgian king Giorgi II 
(1072 –1089)4. The appearance of an 11th-century Byzantine seal in 
Anakopia should be linked to the period of the theme, because afterwards the 
fortress lost its political importance and was not mentioned in the sources for 
a long time. 

In A. Argun’s publication, the word ( )  “son” (dat.) is omitted, and 
the seal is attributed to the exousiokrator of Alania named Konstantinos, that 
caused an erroneous historical interpretation of the find by the publisher. Let 
us turn to the persons named on the seal: “the protoproedros and 
exousiokrator of all Alania” and his son Konstantinos. 

Konstantinos of Alania. John Skylitzes mentions in 1045 the 
commander of the Byzantine troops at Dvin, the magistros 
Konstantinos Alanos5; in 1047 he was the strategos of the troops stationed 
in Iberia6. Apparently, this is the same proedros Konstantinos Alanos whose 
name is engraved in a circular inscription († ( )   

   ) on the bottom of the 11th c. silver 
bowl from the treasure in Tatar Pazardzhik (Bulgaria)7. A personal seal 
of Konstantinos Alanos, without any title (from the 2nd half of the 11th 
century), originates from the fortress of Petrich (modern Asenovgrad in 
Bulgaria)8. Furthermore, in the Dumbarton Oaks collection there is another 
personal seal of Konstantinos Alanos, without a title, and a seal of a proedros 
from the family of Alanoi: both molybdoboulla are dated to the 2nd quarter of 
the 11th century9. 

                                                            
4 The Georgian Chronicles of Kartlis Tskhovreba (A History of Georgia). Ed. by R. 

Metreveli. Tbilisi, 2014. 154.29–35, 156.5–8, 163.29–30; , . ., . , 
.    . – :  

  VIII–XI .    . 
., 2011, 82–84; Seibt, W. The Byzantine Thema of Soteriupolis–Anakopia in the 11th 

century. – Bulletin of the Georgian National Academy of Scienes, 6,  2, 2012, 174–176. 
5 Ioannis Scylitzae. Synopsis Historiarum. Editio Princeps. Rec. I. Thurn [Corpus 

Fontium Historiae Byzantinae. Vol. V]. Berlin, 1973. 437.37-38, 439.59; cf.: , . 
.   .      

. ., 2015, . 158. 
6 Regesten der Kaiserurkunden Oströmisches Reiches von 563–1453. 2. Teil. Bearb. 

von F. Dölger. 2 Aufl. München: C.H. Beck, 1995.  882. 
7 Ballian, A., A. Drandaki. A Middle Byzantine silver treasure. –  

.  3. , 2003. p. 65. Fig. 22. 
8 Jordanov, I. Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. Volume 1–3, Sofia, 2003, 

2006, 2009; Addenda et Corrigenda (2). – :    , , 
, .  1. , 2015, 261–262.  96 (1811 ). . 96 

9 Seibt, W. Metropoliten und Herrscher der Alanen auf byzantinischen Siegeln des 
10.–12 Jahrhunderts. – :    .   , 

  . . . ., 2004, S. 56, notes 48–49; Jordanov, I. 
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If our seal belonged to this Konstantinos Alanos, then, judging by the 
absence of any title, it should be dated to the early stage of his career, before 
1045, but this is not likely for palaeographic and especially historical reasons 
(see below). There is also a possibility that Alanos here is not an ethnic, but a 
family name, because we know seals of many persons with this name: 

   (  ) – Gregorios Alanos, son of 
David (10th century)10; 

   – Sergios Alanos, protospatharios (1st half of 
the 11th c.)11; 

   – Niketas Alanos (2nd half of the 11th c.)12; 
   – Gregorios Alanos (2nd half of the 11th c.), 

whose cursus honorum was as follows: patrikios and strategos13, anthypatos 
and katepano14, protoproedros and dux15; 

   – Nikephoros Alanos, vestarchos and 
katepano of Cherson and Chazaria (2nd half of the 11th c.)16; 

   – Leontios Alanos, protospatharios and 
hypatos (3rd quarter of the 11th c.)17; 

   – Georgios Alanos (last quarter of the 11th 
c.)18. 

Although the above-mentioned Alanoi or their ancestors were, of 
course, of Alanic origin, their large number makes it unlikely that they all 
were the children of the Alanian exousiokrator. Therefore, the fact that the 
Byzantine military commander Konstantinos Alanos and the son of the 
exousiokrator of Alania have the same common name Konstantinos can be a 

                                                                                                                                                          
Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. Volume 1 – 3, Sofia, 2003, 2006, 2009. Addenda 
et Corrigenda (2), . 262. 

10 Jordanov, I. Corpus Of Byzantine Seals From Bulgaria. Vol. 3. Sofia, 2009. pp. 
602–603.  1811. 

11 Campagnolo-Pothitou, M., J.-C. Cheynet. Sceaux de la collection George 
Zacos au Musée d’art et d’histoire de Genève. Milan, 2016. p. 218.  193. 

12 Jordanov. I. Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. Volume 1–3; Addenda et 
Corrigenda (2), . 262.  97 (1812 ). . 97. 

13 Jordanov, I. Corpus Of Byzantine Seals From Bulgaria. Vol. 2. Byzantine Seals 
with Family Names. Sofia, 2006, pp. 46–47.  21–22. 

14 Campagnolo-Pothitou, M., J.-C. Cheynet. Sceaux de la collection George 
Zacos, p. 102.  84. 

15 Seibt, W. Metropoliten und Herrscher der Alanen, S. 56. Note 47. 
16 , . ., . . .   :  

   . – :  , XVII, 2012, 8–10. 
. 1 

17 Campagnolo-Pothitou, M., J.-C. Cheynet. Sceaux de la collection George 
Zacos, p. 214.  189. 

18 Seibt, W. Metropoliten und Herrscher der Alanen, S. 56. Note 50. 
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coincidence. Also noteworthy is the fact that the latter bore not an Alanic, but 
a Christian name: something which is also attested for two of the Alan 
exousiokratores: David and Gabriel (see below). The fact that the owner of 
the Greek seal is only called a son of the exousiokrator, without a Byzantine 
title or rank of his own, shows that he was not in the service of the Empire, 
like the Alanian exousiokratores themselves, and presented himself on the 
molybdoboullon as a son and possibly an heir of an Alanian ruler 
independent of the Byzantine Empire. 

“Son of …”. An indication that the owner of the seal was a “son of 
...” (   ...;   …) on the Byzantine seals is not very common; 
however, it occurs, as in our case, in the abbreviated form without iota19. 
There are also seals where the owners give no indication of their titles and 
positions, but specify their family connections instead; most representative 
are the seals of the Komnenoi family20. Particularly noteworthy is the seal of 
Ioannes Komnenos, the son of the sebastokrator, dated to 1081–1091 and 
originating from Simeiz in Crimea: ( )  ( )    ( )  

( )   ( )   21; the owner of the 
seal is Ioannes Komnenos (1073 – before 1136), a son of protoproedros and 
later sebastokrator Isaak Komnenos and Irene of Alania (see below), and a 
nephew of the Emperor Alexios I Komnenos (1081–1118)22. 

The closest parallel to our molybdoboullon is the seal of Irene the 
protoproedrissa, a daughter of the exousiokrator of Alania, found in Antioch 
( ( )  ( ) ( )     ( ) ( ) ,  

  ( ) ). The seal is dated to 
1072–1077, because during this time Irene’s husband Isaak Komnenos had 
the title of protoproedros and was sent as dux to Antioch. Irene’s seal was 
used for a joint letter (second imprint) together with the kouropalates 

                                                            
19 Zacos, G., A. Veglery. Byzantine Lead Seals. Vol. I. Basel, 1972, p. 1504.  

2713; Zacos, G. Byzantine Lead Seals. Vol. II. Berne, 1984, p. 442.  1002; Stavrakos, 
Ch. Die byzantinische Bleisiegel mit Familiennamen aus der Sammlung des Numismatschen 
Museums Athen. Wiesbaden, 2000, p. 405; Wassiliou, A-K., W. Seibt. Die byzantinische 
Bleisiegel in Österreich. 2. Teil. Zentral- und Provinzialverwaltung. Wien, 2004, S. 98,  
73; Wassiliou-Seibt, A-K. Corpus der byzantinischen Siegel mit metrischen Legenden. Teil 
1. Einleitung, Siegellegenden von Alpha bis inclusive My. Wien, 2011, S. 614,  1462. 

20 , . .       – 
: .     .  60-  . . 

. , 2001, 474–478. 
21 , . .        

:     . – :   , 
   .  XVIII. ; , 2013, 405–410. . 1. 
22 See: , .    .  I-II. , 1984. . 

68–71, 174–176. 
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Michael Taronites, the husband of her sister-in-law23. Nikephoros 
Bryennios24 says that Irene was a daughter of the “archon of Alania” and a 
cousin ( )25 of Maria of Alania26, the wife of Michael VII Dukas 
(1071–1078)27 and Nikephoros III Botaniates (1078–1081)28, and a daughter 
of Borena, who was a sister of the Alan ruler Dorgholel; hence, Irene must 
have been a daughter of this “great king of the Ossetes”29 (or, less likely, of 

                                                            
23 Theodoridis, D. Ein byzantinisches Bleisiegel mit zwei Prägungen aud dem 11. 

Jahrhundert – SBS, 2, 1990, 61–65; Cheynet, J.-C., D. Theodoridis. Sceaux byzantins de la 
collection D. Theodoridis. Les sceaux patronymiques. Paris, 2010. pp. 210–211.  201; 

, . .   . – : Spiclegium Byzantino-Rossicum. 
   80-  -   . . . .; ., 

2015, . 339, 342–343. . 2. In the collection of the Fogg Museum of Art, there is one more 
seal, made by another pair of matrices, of Irene the protoproedrissa, the daughter of the 
exousiokrator [of Alania] (McGeer, E., Nesbitt, J., N. Oikonomides. Catalogue of 
Byzantine Seals at Dumbarton Oaks and in the Fogg Museum of Art. Vol. 5. The East 
(continued), Constantinople and Environs, Unknown Locations, Addenda, Uncertain 
Readings. Washington, 2005, pp. 151–152.  116.1). 

24 Nicéphore Bryennios. Histoire. Introduction, texte, traduction et notes par P. 
Gautier [Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae. Vol. IX]. Bruxelles: Byzantion, 1975. 143.9–
12, 183.5–14. 

25 Irene cannot be her niece (this is another meaning of the word ), 
because Maria’s brother and Bagrat’s son could hardly have become a ruler of the Alans. 
Even less probable is such a title for the Georgian king Giorgi II (countrary to 
Prosopography of the Byzantine world, Georgios 63); against this assumption speaks also the 
marriages of Irene and Maria that took place in the same year. It is also unclear on what basis 
W. Seibt (Seibt, W. Metropoliten und Herrscher der Alanen, S. 54) identifies her with the 
Alan sebaste, the mistress of onstantinos IX Monomachos (1042 – 1055) (on her see: 

, . .   .     
 . ., 2015, 149–153), because seventeen years passed between the latter’s 

death and 1072; according to the chronology she is more likely to be a daughter of the 
exousiokrator Gabriel. 

26 Her seal, dated to 1071 – 1081, is known:  [  ] 
(Seibt, W. Zukunftsperspektiven der byzantinischen Siegelkunde – Auf welchen Gebieten 
sind die bedeutendsten Wissenszuwächse zu erwarten? // . Proceedings of the 
10th International Symposium of Byzantine Sigillography (Ioannina, 1.–3. October 2009). 
Ioannia, 2011. S. 30. Abb. 8). 

27 Their joint seal, dated to 1071–1078, is known (Cheynet, J.-C., T. Göky ld rim, 
V. Bulgurlu. Les sceaux byzantins du Musée Archéologique d’Istanbul. stanbul, 2012, 64–
65.  1.39). 

28 On her see: , . .     
 – . – :  . , 1978, 146–

155; , . .       . (  
). ., 1995, 129–130; Garland, L., S. Ripp. Mary of “Alania”: woman and empress 

between two worlds. – In: Byzantine women: varieties of experience 800 – 1200. London, 
2006, pp. 91–124. 

29 The Georgian Chronicles of Kartlis Tskhovreba (A History of Georgia), 154.27–
28, 161.37–40. 
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his brother, also a ruler of the Alans)30. 
Despite all the similarities of the two seals, up to the pair of titles 

“protoproedros and exousiokrator”, we should note one important difference: 
if Irene is called a “daughter of the exousiokrator of Alania”, Konstantinos is 
referred to as a “son of the protoproedros and exousiokrator of all Alania”, 
i.e. their anonymous father (or fathers) had different titles, both Byzantine 
and “Alanian”. This observation suggests that either we are dealing here with 
two different exousiokratores of Alania, or on Irene's seal the first title was 
omitted due to its status (but not date, see below) or lack of space (see also 
below). 

Exousiokrator of Alania. Exousiokrator is an extraordinary but 
persistent Byzantine title of Alanian rulers from the mid-10th to the mid-12th 
c., introduced around 950 and first mentioned by Konstantinos 
Porphyrogenites31. 

David, the exousiokrator of Alania, and Maria the exoussiokratissa 
are known from the building inscription of 965 in Senty church in Karachay-
Cherkessia ( ( )  ( )  ( )  

). Both, being apparently a married couple, do not 
occur in other sources32. 

Long known is the seal of Gabriel, the exousiokrator of Alania, dated 
to 1030–1045 (†  ( ) )33. As the 
dating of the seal suggests, Gabriel was a predecessor (father?) of the above 
mentioned Dorgholel34. 

                                                            
30 , . ., . . .     –  

 .      . ., 2011, . 56; 
cf.: , . .   , . 82. 

31 Konstantinos Porphyrogenitus. De administrando imperio. Ed. G. Moravcsik. 
2nd edn. [Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae. Vol. I = Dumbarton Oaks Texts. Vol. 1]. 
Washington (D.C.), 1967. 10, 11; Konstantinos VII Porphyrogenete. Le Livre des 
ceremonies. (Ch. 1–92). Edited A Vogt. Tome 1–2. Paris, 1935–1939. 48; , . . 

   . – :    .    
 ,   -  .  XIV 

. ., 1995, 19–20. 
32 , . ., . . .    , . 44, 241–

245. 
33 Schlumberger, G. Sigillographie de l’Empire Byzantin. Paris., 1884, pp. 429–

431; , . .   -  . 
    -      

     . ., 1911, . 77. . 162; 
Seibt, W. Metropoliten und Herrscher der Alanen, S. 54, Abb. 3; , . . 

  . – : Spiclegium Byzantino-Rossicum.    80-
 -   . . . .; ., 2015, 339–340. . 3. 

34 , . ., . . .    , 54–55. 
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The Alanian exousiokrator Rosmikes (   …  
 ) is mentioned by Anna Komnina under 

1107/8, when he, as an ally of the Emperor, participated in battles against the 
Normans in Epirus35. We know Rosmikes’ seal (of the early 12th c.), where 
he prefers to call himself with the high Byzantine title of sebastos († ( )  

( ) ( )   ( ) ( )  ( ))36. Probably, 
Rosmikes’ Christian name was Andreas: on the obverse of the seal an image 
of the Apostle Andrew was placed37. 

The last mention of the title exousiokrator occurs on the mid-12th c. 
seal of Ioannes Chotesitanes, the exousiokrator of Alania ( ( ) 

   )38. This person can be 
identified with Khuddan (Khudadan), the king of the Ossetes, mentioned 
under 1153/439, whose daughter Burdukhan (died in 1172) was married to the 
Georgian king Giorgi III (1156–1184)40. 

. An analysis of the use of  (gen. ) before 
toponyms on Byzantine seals shows that throughout the late 10th – the first 
half of the 12th c. in the Empire there was a considerable variance in the 
designation of territories and regions on the seals of their rulers. On the one 
hand, the addition of  before “West” (  ), “East” (  

) (or both of them –    ), Asia 
(  ), Bulgaria (  ) and Chazaria (  

) was linked to some extraordinary events in these territories that 
required not only the appointment of energetic functionaries there, but also 
the expansion of their powers, putting all the relevant themes under their 
control with the extensive involvement of administrative and military 
resources41. 

                                                            
35 Annae Comnenae. Alexias. Editio Princeps. Recensuerunt D.R. Reinch et A. 

Kambylis [Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae. Vol. XL]. Berlin, 2001. 400.41, 53. 
36 Seibt, W. Die byzantinischen Bleisiegel in Österreich. 1. Teil. Kaiserhof. Wien, 

1978. S. 311–312.  170; Idem. Metropoliten und Herrscher der Alanen, S. 54–55. Abb. 4; 
Seibt, W., M.-L. Zarnitz. Das byzantinischen Bleisiegel als Kunstwerk. Katalog zur 
Ausstelung. Wien, 1997. S. 133–135.  3.2.11. 

37 , . ., . . .    , 56–57; 
, . .   , . 77. 

38 Seibt, W. Metropoliten und Herrscher der Alanen, S. 55, Abb. 5. 
39 The Georgian Chronicles of Kartlis Tskhovreba (A History of Georgia), 228.22–

23. 
40 , . ., .  .    , 59–60; 

, . .   , . 145. 
41 , . . « » XI :     (   

 ). ., 2016, 17–20. 
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On the other hand, outside the Empire the use of this epithet may 
vary. So, the Metropolitan title  42 simply points to 
the power of its bearer over the entire newly established Ugrovalachian 
Metropolitan see. On the contrary, the title   appears on the 
seal of the Prince Vsevolod Yaroslavich probably after the collapse of the 
“triumvirate of Yaroslav’s sons” and consolidation of his power in Kiev in 
107643, and on the seals of the Metropolitans of Kiev from Konstantinos II 
(1167–1169), who finally resolved the split of the Russian Church provoked 
by the “non-canonical” election of Klim Smolyatich44. In this context, we 
should assume that the title of “the exousiokrator of all Alania” indicates a 
previous division of Alania at least in two parts, which is indeed visible in 
the 12th c.45. The problem, however, is that both before and after the 2nd half 
of the 11th c., to which the seal from Anakopia belongs, all Alanian rulers 
were titled in their inscriptions and on their seals (until the mid-12th c.) 
simply “the exousiokrator of Alania”, without adding the word “all”: David 
and Gabriel before it, Rosmikes and Ioannes Chotesitanes after it, and Irene's 
father during the same time. 

This situation is complicated by two more circumstances. Firstly, in 
the acts of the Council of Constantinople of 1347 there is such a signature of 
the Metropolitan of Alania:      

     “The humble 
Metropolitan of all Alania and Soterioupolis and hypertimos Laurentios”46. 

                                                            
42 Das Register des Patriarchats von Konstantinopel. 3. Teil. Edition und 

Übersetzung der Urkunden aus den Jahren 1350–1363. Hrsg. von J. Koder, M. Hiterberger, 
O. Kresten [Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae. Vol. XIX/3]. Wien: Österreichische 
Akademie der Wissenschaften, 2001. 414.59, 416.80. 

43 Zacos, G., A. Veglery. Byzantine Lead Seals. Vol. I. Basel, 1972, p. 1474.  
2694; Nesbitt, J., N. Oikonomides. Catalogue of Byzantine Seals at Dumbarton Oaks and 
in the Fogg Museum of Art. Vol. 1. Italy, North of the Balkans, North of the Black Sea. 
Washington, 1991, p. 192.  85.1; , . ., . . .   

  X – XV .  III. ,   1970 – 1996 . ., 
1998, 20–21, 114.  22 . 

44 Laurent, V. Le Corpus des sceaux de l’Empire Byzantin. Tome V: L église. Paris, 
1963, 606–607.  790; , . .     X–XV .  I. 

  –  XIII . ., 1970, 49–52, 175–176.  51.1-3; , . ., . . 
.   ,   2000 . –   

 .   . 15, 2001, . 182,  51.4; Idem. 
  ,   2002 . –   

 .   . 17, 2003, . 354.  51.5; cf.: , . 
.      (  ) – 

 . 4, 1998, . 155. 
45 , . ., . . .    , 58–62. 
46 Das Register des Patriarchats von Konstantinopel. 2. Teil. Edition und 

Übersetzung der Urkunden aus den Jahren 1337–1350. Hrsg. von H. Hunger, O. Kresten, E. 
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However, a continuity from the secular title of the 11th c. is highly doubtful 
here; rather than that, the reason for the appearance of a similar titling was 
the separation of the Metropolitan see of Kaukasia in 1317, which could be 
reattached back exactly in 134747, for in other contemporary acts only “the 
Metropolitan of Alania” is mentioned. 

Secondly, in the list of the Metropolitans of Bulgaria the mother of 
Ioannes-Adrianos Komnenos, the above mentioned Irene, is called  

      
“daughter of the most noble exousiokrator of all Alania”48. This unique 
naming shows that Irene and Konstantinos were children of the same 
exousiokrator of Alania, and the word “all” was omitted on her seal of 1072–
1077 due to some reasons (probably because it was not relevant outside the 
Caucasian context). M.V. Bibikov49 believes that in this title “Alania is 
represented as a large state entity, perhaps even a political union of various 
social units”. S.N. Malakhov50, on the contrary, interprets it in the sense of 
the full power of the exousiokrator, but for some reason presupposes the 
influence of the church title on the secular, although the first one, as we have 
seen, appears only in 134751.  

It is important that the unique title of “the exousiokrator of all Alania” 
is applied, even twice, only to Dorgholel, and therefore cannot be a 
coincidence; it is obvious that he did actually use it. We can only guess what 
exactly made Dorgholel accept this title abandoned very soon afterwards 
(already in Rosmikes’ time). In any case, through this title Dorgholel and, 
after him, Konstantinos were emphasizing the high status of the Alan 
exousiokrator and his actual (in the case of Konstantinos – would-be) power 
over all Alania complementing it with a high Byzantine title of 
protoproedros.  

Protoproedros. The title of protoproedros appears in the late 50’s – 
early 60’s of the 11th c., and up to the 80’s of that century retains the status of 

Kislinger, C. Cupane [Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae. Vol. XIX/2]. Wien: 
Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1995. 382.432–433;  [ ], 

.    ,   
  – , VI, 1867, . 472; cf. . . .   

. , 1992, . 117. 
47 , . .  . –  . 

. 29. ., 2012, 67–68. 
48 Stiernon, L. Notes de titulature et de prosopographie byzantines: Adrien (Jean) et 

Constintin Comnène, sébastes – REB, 21, 1963, p. 180. 
49 , . .     ,  

     –    
 .   . 1980 . ., 1981, . 144. 

50 , . .   , 83–84. 
51 Cf.: Seibt, W. Metropoliten und Herrscher der Alanen, 51–54. 
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a very high honorary title, which was assigned to a small number of persons, 
mostly close relatives of the emperor, as well as the most high-ranking 
dignitaries of the Empire. From the 1080’s, due to Alexios’ reform of the 
Byzantine rank hierarchy, the title of protoproedros was gradually 
devalued52. 

The combination of a Byzantine honorary title with a designation of a 
foreign ruler (protoproedros and exousiokrator) on the seal from Anakopia 
can be compared with the late 11th century molybdoboullon of Konstantinos, 
the protosebastos and exousiastes of Diokleia and Serbia53. 

Conclusions. According to palaeography, the seal is to be dated to the 
2nd half of the 11th c., but the historical context of its appearance in Anakopia 
(the period of the theme) allows us to narrow this dating to the third quarter 
of the 11th century. Moreover, the appearance of the title of protoproedros 
only in the late 1050’s and its subsequent award to a foreign ruler narrow the 
date of the seal to between 1065–1075. Considering the close political and 
dynastic ties of the Alanian exousiokratores with both Byzantium and 
Georgia, the seal of the son of “the exousiokrator of all Alania” in Anakopia 
of 1065–1075 can be cautiously linked to the Byzantine-Georgian conflict 
over this city: it may be traced back either to negotiations on returning to the 
Georgian king the fortress blocked by him, which the Byzantines found 
difficult to hold, especially after catastrophic defeat at Manzikert in 1071 and 
the loss of a large part of Asia Minor, or to a desperate attempt of the Empire 
to preserve, with the help of the Alans, its key outpost in the Eastern Pontic 
region. However, the first option seems to be more plausible due to the 
person of this “exousiokrator of all Alania”. 

Formally, Konstantinos’ father could be either of the two known 
Alanian exousiokratores of the 11th century: Gabriel (mentioned in the 30’s – 
early 40’s) and Dorgholel (mentioned in 1068), but the narrow chronology of 
the seal speaks rather in favour of the second option, at the same time 
excluding the possibility of identifying this Konstantinos with Konstantinos 
Alanos (mentioned in 1045–1047). In this case, this Konstantinos probably 
appears to be a brother of Irene, the wife of the protoproedros Isaak 
Komnenos, and the award of the same high title to his father in 1065–1075 
(cf. a similar award of the higher title of sebastos to the Georgian king Bagrat 
IV in 1060), turns out to be connected with a certain Byzantine-Alan alliance. 
The fruits of this union were obviously the marriage of the Alan 
exousiokrator’s daughter Irene with Isaak Komnenos in 1072 and the 
participation of 6,000 Alanian horsemen in suppressing the Roussel de 

                                                            
52 , .  .  , 2013, 169–199. 
53 Cheynet, J.-C. La Place de la Serbie dans la Diplomatie Byzantine à la fin du XIe 

siècle – , XLV, 2008, 90–96; Cheynet, J.-C., T. Göky ld rim, V. Bulgurlu. Les 
sceaux byzantins du Musée Archéologique d’Istanbul. stanbul, 2012, 292–293,  3.54. 
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Bailleul’s revolt in 1073–107454. The concentration of these events around 
1072 may indicate their connection with the accession of Giorgi II in the 
same year and of Michael VII a year before, that led to the resumption of the 
Byzantine-Georgian alliance too, supported by rewarding the title of 
nobelissimos to the new Georgian king55, realisation of the long-conceived 
dynastic marriage of his sister with the new Byzantine Emperor56 and 
possible returning of Anakopia to the Georgian king few years later. 

The unique title of the “exousiokrator of all Alania” mentioned on the 
seal and in the list of the Metropolitans of Bulgaria does not have an 
unambiguous interpretation. On the one hand, it can emphasize the struggle 
of the Alanian exousiokrator against centrifugal tendencies in his state, 
realized in the 12th c. and probably manifested as early as the 11th c. On the 
other hand, the complete disappearance of this important title after the time of 
the seal speaks rather in favour of considering it not so much as a stable unit 
in the titles of the Alan exousiokratores, but as a one-time, situational 
invention of Dorgholel (like the title of the Metropolitan Laurentios in 1347), 
designed to emphasize the status of himself (and – on the seal from Anakopia 
– of his son), along with the high Byzantine title of protoproedros (as the title
of sebastos on the seal of his successor Rosmikes)57.

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS: 

Fig. 1. The seal of Konstantinos, the son of the protoproedros and 
exousiokrator of all Alania (about 1065–1075). Museum of the Abkhazian 
Kingdom, New Athos (2015). 

54 , . ., . . .    , 54–55; 
, . .   , . 93, 161. 

55 , . .  . ., 1955, . 56. . III, 45. 
56 Seibt, W. Byzantine Imperialism against Georgia in the later 10th and 11th 

centuries? – Georgian Diplomacy, 16, 2013, 112–113. 
57 After the preparation of this work for print, a new article by S.N. Malakhov was 

published ( , . .       
:    . – :  :   

:   VI -   « . . 
». , 2017, 103–113). The researcher comes to similar conclusions 

about the date of the seal (1068–1078), the non-identity of its owner with Konstantinos 
Alanos and the meaning of the title “of all Alania”. However, following the editio princeps – 
as earlier in the case of the seal of the bishop Theodoros “from Alania” (see: , . 

.     . – : .    
   . , 2008, 187–190) — he erroneously refers 

the name of Konstantinos to the protoproedros and exousiokrator of all Alania himself, and 
not to his son, that completely disavows his historical conclusions about the place of this 
exousiokrator among the rulers of Alania. 
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