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surrounding the position of freedom of religion or belief in education systems and the 

need to respect, protect and promote the religious or (non-religious) beliefs of all those 

involved and participating in education. Various specifi c themes are constantly at the 

foreground, namely: the religious distinctiveness of private schools, the protection 

of religious and belief diversity in education, the protection of parental rights and 

religious freedoms, the protection of children’s rights and religious freedoms and 

managing the dissemination of religious knowledge in public schools. Secondly, this 

book provides important case studies explaining the various approaches pertaining to 

the reconciliation of law and state, religion and education and secularism and diversity 

that exist in the world. A more encyclopedic approach is followed and provides 

insights, through the country case studies, into the contemporary issues surrounding 

religious and non-religious schools in these selected jurisdictions.
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and the transformation of approaches to religious rights in education across 

Passion’. The main aim of the Congress was to rethink the role of Catholic 





          
         

           
     



   

          


           

   
           

           
         


          
        
          
          
           
         




 



      

             
         

           










         
           



             



          


         

           

            
      


   
 

 
 


             
      

          
           
           
         
      

             
       
     
          
          









          
         

           
     



   

          


           

   
           

           
         


          
        
          
          
           
         




 



      

             
         

           










         
           



             



          


         

           

            
      


   
 

 
 


             
      

          
           
           
         
      

             
       
     
          
          











          



           
          

          
          
 

        
        
        
           
            


   
       





           


           

          

           
         
              
       
          



          











           



         
           
           
    

           


         

          


           
          

    
 
            






Russia. Religious rights are regarded as a manifestation of accessibility,  
acceptability and adaptability in school education. An explanation of 







          



           
          

          
          
 

        
        
        
           
            


   
       





           


           

          

           
         
              
       
          



          











           



         
           
           
    

           


         

          


           
          

    
 
            






Finally, Jan de Groof provides a few concluding remarks emphasising the 
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functioning as state-accredited schools and delivering general education in 

alternative schooling or home schooling officially recognised by the state. 







          





              
          
         
             


           
           
           


             
         


             
          
          
           

              


          


   


 




 

     
          













           
           
          
            
            

        



        



           








        


           
          

            
            





    


 
 



adoption in 2012 educational law in Russia resembled a patchwork of poorly 







          





              
          
         
             


           
           
           


             
         


             
          
          
           

              


          


   


 




 

     
          













           
           
          
            
            

        



        



           








        


           
          

            
            





    


 
 



of studies, the child needs to be registered with any state-accredited school, which 
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clothing, which must comply with sanitary and epidemiological rules and 
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wearing of headscarves in educational institutions is not an evidence of the illegality 

neither the court of first instance, nor the Supreme Court in the 
appellate ruling consulted the relevant sources of international law. In 
the 2013 Stavropol Krai ruling the Supreme Court did refer to ECtHR 
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rights of the child to explore other religious cultures or atheism.  The 
Court assessed the course according to the relevant international law and 







          

           




          



         
            



           
              



              
            
  
             

   
        
         



        





 

      



 













            
           
          







          
            
            


  
       
          
            
          


           
        
         
      
        
          
   
           





              
     
    


          


           




In this context, the Court held, the contested course fulfilled the requirement of 
providing objective, critical, and pluralistic overview of all main religions and 
secular ethics. It implemented the provision of the Federal Law on Education that 
allows for creating compulsory school modules aimed at obtaining knowledge of 
the basics of spiritual and moral culture of the peoples of the Russian Federation, 
the moral principles, the historical and cultural traditions of world religions or 
alternative disciplines. The choice of one of the subjects included in the main 
curriculum is carried out by parents or legal representatives of children.

Therefore, the Court concluded that the applicant’s claim that the policy 
violated his constitutional rights to family life, privacy and freedom of religion 
was unfounded, because the choice of one of the six modules did not have to be 
motivated by religious convictions of the student’s parents. Thus, the privacy of 
religious beliefs was guaranteed. 

19 federal subjects as a compulsory part of public school curriculum. Following 







          

           




          



         
            



           
              



              
            
  
             

   
        
         



        





 

      



 













            
           
          







          
            
            


  
       
          
            
          


           
        
         
      
        
          
   
           





              
     
    


          


           













           


            
         
            
         
 
       
       

         
           





         

      
             
         



     
           

    

        
        
 


 


 
 










            
        
        
             
             





             
            
           
          


            
       
           


          
            
          
        






   
          

         


           
         
            



             



a license was not disproportionate, because the violations were of obvious and 










           


            
         
            
         
 
       
       

         
           





         

      
             
         



     
           

    

        
        
 


 


 
 










            
        
        
             
             





             
            
           
          


            
       
           


          
            
          
        






   
          

         


           
         
            



             



















           





          
         
         



          
            




 


 
        


   
           


 


  


 
 
 











        


          


           
         
    
        






            

         
        
           







          



     


 


 
         


     


 






standards concerning the right to education that had already been in place. 

















           





          
         
         



          
            




 


 
        


   
           


 


  


 
 
 











        


          


           
         
    
        






            

         
        
           







          



     


 


 
         


     


 






As this chapter aimed to demonstrate, the values of school choice are currently well- 
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