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The Tanaka memorandum clearly states that Japanese authorities in Korea
purposefully created unbearable conditions for the Koreans. The Japanese
authorities forced them to relocate from their homeland to neighboring coun-
tries merely to be used as puppets in the future. Such actions on the part of
Japan could not but alert the Soviet government, because the flow of Korean
immigrants began to increase in the Soviet Far East. To stop Korean immi-
gration, the Far detachment of the Soviet Border Troops was instructed to
strengthen border security. Protocol No. 24 of the meeting of the Dal’kraikom
Bureau of the vkr(b) dated May 10, 1926, states:

In view of the limited free land resources in the Vladivostok District, land-
less Soviet citizens, and the need to accommodate immigrants arriving
from the central regions of the Soviet Union according to the coloniza-
tion plan, the political security of the border must categorically prohibit
unauthorized entry of foreigners. The factions of the regional executive
committee should urgently develop and adopt measures to confine the
unauthorized flow of foreigners. Administrative eviction is allowed.?®

The village councils were responsible for revealing cases of harboring persons
who had arrived illegally from China and Korea. In addition, the Presidium
of the Far East Region Executive Committee requested the Ussr vkp(b) “to
negotiate diplomatically with Japan to stop the large-scale violation of the bor-
der by Koreans.”*® However, in 1920, Soviet border guards were powerless to
contain the influx of immigrants from Korea. Japanese claims were outlined
in the scheme of operations against the ussr (“Otsu” plan) developed by the
Imperial Japanese Army General Staff.*! Since 1931, the number of Japanese
troops in the immediate vicinity of the Soviet borders had been increased.
The military threat in the Far East grew steadily. The change in the military
and political situation in the Far East required the Soviet Union to build up its

a time when the United States, having entered World War 1 (1914—1918) on the side of the
Entente, found itself an ally of Japan. The United States acknowledged “Japan’s special
interests in China.” The agreement was abrogated by the United States in 1g23.
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