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AHHOTaumusa: B cratbe paccmarpusaetcs, 4to hOpMUpYeT OTAANEHHOCTb W KaK OHA NEPEeXMBAETCA KUTENAMU CeNn U fepe-
BEHb YCUHCKOrO MyHUUMNansHoro okpyra Pecny6nuku Komu. IMnupuyeckuit matepuan UCCNefoBaHWs BKIIOYAET OKOO
35 uHTepBblo, HedopmanbHble Gecepbl U HabnoAeHNs, cOBpaHHbIE B X04€ ABYX aHTPOMONOrMYeCcKUX Kcneanumin 8 2023
1 2024 rr. BMecto noaxofa K U3yyeHuio 0TAANEHHOCTU KaK GU3MYECKOro pacCToAHMS, 3a4atoLero 0COGEHHOCTH KU3HMU B KOH-
KpPeTHOM MecTe, Unu meTadopsl, NoAYEPKUBAIOLLEIH COLMaNbHOE pa3nnyne XuTeNei pasHbiX MecT, 3TOT GeHOMEH aHannusupy-
€TCA € TOYKM 3peHUA KOHKPETHOTO OMbITa M NPAKTUK, CBA3AHHBIX C NEpeMelLeHUAMN MeXay HaceneHHbIMU nyHkTamu. OCHoB-
HOe BHUMaHWe YAeNeHo ToMy, KaK JKUTeNU COracyioT pasnunyHbie 06CToATeNbCTBA (AOCTYNHOCTL, MAPLWPYTHl U pacnucaHus
pasHbIX BUAOB TPAHCNOPTa, KIMMATUYECKUE W MOTOAHbIE 0COBEHHOCTH, AAMUHUCTPATUBHbIE OrPaHUYEHUs U HedopManbHble
CBSAI3M), Y4TOBbI yCnewHo [o6paTbecs B HYXXHOE MeCTO UKW JOCTaBUTh Belu. Kaxaoe nepemelieHre — 310 3agaya, Tpebytowas
yyeTa MHOXeCTBa (haKTopOB, YaCTO HenmpepckasyeMmbix. TakuM 06pa3oM, OTLANEHHOCTb NOHUMAETCS Yepe3 xapaKTep Camoro
IBWXEHWUA — KaK NPOAOMKUTENbHBIN 1 cneunduyecknii no cBoei opraHu3aLuu NpoLecc nepeMelleHns Mexay 3HauuMbiMu
ans nopeit mectamu. MpeanoxeHHblid NOAX0 NO3BONAET YBUAETb OTAANEHHOCTb KaK AUHAMUYECKUIA U NPaKTUYeCKUit heHo-
MeH, CBA3aHHbI C KOHKPETHIMW MaTepUanbHbIMK YCNOBUAMU. TaKoe MOHUMaHWe NoMoraeT my6Ke OCMbICAUTL OMbIT NOBCe-
LHEBHOI XXM3HU B OTAANEHHbIX CENbCKUX MOCENEHUAX U paclunpsaeT npeactaBieHus o GeHoMeHe OTRANEHHOCTU.
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“IT’S DIFFICULT BECAUSE IT’S FAR AWAY”: REMOTENESS OF VILLAGES
AND HAMLETS OF USINSK MUNICIPAL DISTRICT IN EVERYDAY EXPERIENCE
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Abstract: The article explores what constitutes remoteness and how it is experienced by residents of villages and rural
areas in the Usinsk municipal district in the Komi Republic. The empirical material includes about 35 interviews, informal
conversations, and observations collected during two anthropological expeditions in 2023 and 2024. Instead of approaching
the study of remoteness as physical distance that determines the characteristics of life in a particular place, or as a meta-
phor that emphasises the social differences between residents of different places, this phenomenon is examined from the
perspective of lived experience and practices related to movement between settlements. The focus is on how residents of
remote villages connect various circumstances (accessibility, routes and schedules of different modes of transport, climatic
and weather conditions, administrative restrictions and informal ties) in order successfully to reach their destination or
deliver goods. Each act of movement involves navigating and aligning multiple factors. Thus, remoteness is understood
through the nature of movement itself — as an extended and specific way of moving between places that are significant to
people, and a particular way of experiencing that movement. The proposed approach allows us to see remoteness as
a dynamic and practical phenomenon, tied to material conditions. This perspective helps better to understand the lived
experience of everyday life in remote rural villages and broadens the conceptualisation of remoteness.
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“It's Difcult because It's Far Away”: Remoteness of Villages
and Hamlets of Usinsk Municipal District in Everyday Experience
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The article explores what constitutes remoteness and how it is
experienced by residents of villages and rural areas in the Usinsk
municipal district in the Komi Republic. & empirical material
includes about 35 interviews, informal conversations, and obser-
vations collected during two anthropological expeditions in 2023
and 2024. Instead of approaching the study of remoteness as physical
distance that determines the characteristics of life in a particular
place, or as a metaphor that emphasises the social differences
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between residents of di,erent places, this phenomenon is examined
from the perspective of lived experience and practices related to
movement between settlements. te focus is on how residents of
remote villages connect various circumstances (accessibility, routes
and schedules of di,erent modes of transport, climatic and weather
conditions, administrative restrictions and informal ties) in order
successfully to reach their destination or deliver goods. Each act of
movement involves navigating and aligning multiple factors. fus,
remoteness is understood through the nature of movement itself —
as an extended and speci%.c way of moving between places that are
signi%ocant to people, and a particular way of experiencing that
movement. }e proposed approach allows us to see remoteness as
a dynamic and practical phenomenon, tied to material conditions.
fis perspective helps better to understand the lived experience
of everyday life in remote rural villages and broadens the con-
ceptualisation of remoteness.

Keywords: remoteness, transport infrastructure, landscape, mobility,
Usinsk municipal district.
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