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Collection of seminar materials contains texts of presentations of Japanese and Russian 
participants focusing on topical issues of security in the Asia-Pacific region, mainly in 
North-East Asia. They concentrate on the role of the legal order and international rules and 
regulations as the basis for stability and security in the region, covering its military, political 
and non-traditional aspects. 
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*** 
 
For geographic and geopolitical factors, maritime security has traditionally been a 

hot topic for Pacific Asia. The East China Sea as a part of regional maritime domain has 
been much in the news recently. To thoroughly explore these issues and outline a due and 
timely response, a new methodology elaborated by IMEMO uses imbalances in 
international relations as a useful tool for analysis.  

In maritime Pacific Asia, including the East China Sea, three imbalances are 
outstanding. A horizontal  imbalance lies in the strengthening of regional and global 
components of maritime security challenges vs inability of regional multilateral institutions 
to keeping the issues within the limits of manageability. A vertical imbalance originates 
from incongruence between the level where contradictions are accumulating and the one 
where discussions to resolve them are held. A conceptual imbalance is a gap between the 
logic of globalization with the emphasis on co-development and shared decisions and an 
accelerating re-nationalization of decision-making process in individual countries.  

Attempts to rectify these imbalances should involve Russia as an actor. Russia 
chairs Northeast Asian Peace and Security Mechanism which might well become a 
permanent security forum in Northeast Asia. The agenda of these discussions could 
include elaborating on the Code on Conduct of Parties in Northeast Asian Seas which 
would provide regulations to avoid collisions at sea. Later on, this could be expanded to 
the region-wide level by preparing the Agreement on Pacific Asia Maritime Commons.   

The analysis which uses the concept of imbalances as a working tool, as well as its 
findings and respective policy recommendations are especially relevant in the present 
geopolitical circumstances. Collective measures taken by key regional actors including 
Russian Federation and based on their shared interest in strengthening regional security 
can prevent current global confrontation from extending itself to Pacific Asia.    

 
 


