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ABSTRACTS

RUSSIAN POLITY

POSSIBILITIES AND LIMITATIONS 
OF AUTHORITARIAN MODERNIZATION: 

RUSSIAN REFORMS OF THE 2000s 
In order to answer the question of whether key socio-economic changes 

can be implemented successfully under the conditions of electoral authoritari-
anism, V.Gel’man and A.Starodubtsev turn to the analysis of the Russian ex-
perience of the 2000s. The study conducted by the authors shows that, despite 
the existence of opportunities for authoritarian modernization, its implemen-
tation encounters a number of political and institutional constraints, including 
the poor quality of the state apparatus and inefficiency of institutional design. 
The authors conclude that under the regimes of electoral authoritarianism 
the success of an innovative policy is determined by three interrelated factors: 
(1) strategic priority of reforms in the eyes of a country’s president; (2) focused 
implementation of these reforms by their proponents within certain ministe-
rial jurisdictions; (3) one-step nature of the reforms and their implementation 
within a limited time. 

“FOURTH POWER” BETWEEN SOCIETY AND STATE 
Political Journalists as Part of Political Class of Modern Russia (II) 

In this article A.Okara attempts to comprehend the role of political jour-
nalism in the social life of the modern Russia. The second part of the article 
published in this issue (for the first part, see Politeia, 2014, № 3) examines 
the political journalists’ perception of politics and politicians, their status as 
the “fourth power”, as well as their role in managing perceptions of legitimacy 
of power structures. Having pointed out the growing influence of journalists 
as creators of the meanings, “correctors” of the picture of what is going on, 
creators of virtual reality (as well as their decreasing role as intermediaries be-
tween events and society), the author also demonstrates that to date the impact 
of domestic journalists and journalism on politics remains mostly fragmentary, 
unsystematic, and sporadic. 

Vladimir Gel’man, 
Andrei 

Starodubtsev 

Andrei Okara
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POLITICS OF MEMORY IN RUSSIA: 
YEAR OF DASHED HOPES

Having documented the deepest crisis in the politics of memory in Rus-
sia, A.Miller turns to the analysis of the events and circumstances that led to 
the destruction of the emerging areas and forms of dialogue and cooperation in 
the field of historical consciousness between government and society as well as 
between the individual segments of the latter. The article compellingly shows 
that the crisis over Ukraine that gradually evolved into the crisis of relations 
between Russia and the US and the EU is a key factor contributing to the radi-
cal change of the situation with the politics of memory in the country. Accord-
ing to the author’s assessment, if the present trend in Russia continues, what is 
happening today can signal the start of a long process of mobilizing civil soci-
ety not just on an anti-liberal, but ignorant nationalist platform. 

POLITICAL THEORY

ALTERNATIVE POLITICAL FORMS IN HISTORICAL TIMES 
AND CIVILIZATIONAL SPACES (I) 

The article represents a sort of prologue to the debate about the political 
form as a phenomenon and as an analytical category. In the first part of the ar-
ticle published in this issue, M.Ilyin, having briefly touched upon morphology 
as a special method of scientific analysis of reality, tries to answer the question 
of why people perceive as a phenomenon of the same order and use the same 
word “form” (or its analogues) to describe very dissimilar analytical tools; 
considers the ratio of different real political forms (plural) with an abstract po-
litical form (singular); and introduces a distinction between political form, po-
litical orders and political formulae. The first part of the article concludes with 
the review of the real forms, orders and formulae that existed before, exist now 
and are capable of existing through times and civilizational spaces of politics 
with the help of the scientific apparatus of evolutionary morphology. 

ABOUT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLITICAL THEORY AND REALITY
This article is devoted to the analysis of the relationship between politi-

cal reality, political theory and political facts. If condensed, the author's logic 
unfolds as the following. Political facts emerge only with the advent of politi-
cal theory. Multiplying the number of theories always means multiplying the 
number of facts. Political facts are drawn from political reality. The latter is 
incomprehensible, infinite, and inexhaustible. The key point in the relation-
ship between theories and facts is that theories embrace the existing plethora 

Alexei Miller

Mikhail Ilyin

Alexander 
Shvyrkov 



197“ПОЛИТИЯ”    № 4 (75)   2014

of facts only to a negligible extent. As a result, there is almost never real com-
petition between theories; the analysis of the majority of political processes 
requires application of several theories at once; the construction of facts in 
the form of causal chains is difficult or impossible. According to the author's 
evaluation, it is the specific features of the origin of political theories that allow 
them to exist to a certain extent separately from political reality. 

SUBNATIONAL POLICY: 
INTRODUCTION TO POTENTIAL THEORY

One of the main problems of regional political studies is deficit of uni-
fying concepts, which leads to the focus of researchers on relatively narrow 
topics, the study of which impedes complete and comprehensive understand-
ing of the subject. As a possible step to solving this problem, R.Turovsky in-
troduces and justifies a concept of subnational policy, through which a variety 
of political processes occurring inside the country and related to its territory 
can be examined. The article defines subnational policy and identifies its three 
dimensions — vertical (inter-level), horizontal (inter-territorial), and local, 
and examines the relation of subnational policy with such traditional research 
paradigms as federalism, regional policy, local government, and international 
politics. 

PARADIGMS 
OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WIDOWS, GREED, AND LARGE INHERITANCE: 
PROBLEMS OF POLITICAL SUCCESSION IN ASIA

The article investigates an institution of succession and analyzes factors 
that contribute to the electoral success of political leaders’ successors on the 
material of the countries in the South, Southeast and East Asia. Based on the 
analysis of 25 cases of succession in the history of India, Indonesia, South Ko-
rea, Malaysia, Nepal, Singapore, Thailand, Taiwan, the Philippines, and Sri 
Lanka, the author concludes that the circumstances most favorable for the 
elites’ coalition in power (closedness of the regime, dependent successor, re-
sources’ availability) appear to be less favorable for the success of succession. 
Having pointed out a sort of “sinking effect” (leaders that assume power from 
authoritarian and resource-rich rulers are more likely to lose their electoral 
advantage), A.Gilev at the same time emphasizes that such effect can be miti-
gated by the use of majoritarian electoral formula: the higher the proportion 
of deputies elected by the majority rule, the easier it is for the ruling group to 
maintain its advantage when transferring power to a successor.

Rostislav Turovsky 

Alexei Gilev 
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POST-SOVIET SPACE

INSTITUTION OF PRESIDENCY IN UKRAINE: 
POWER SHIFT OR MODEL TRANSFORMATION? 

The article discusses political and legal aspects of the presidential power 
transfer in Ukraine in February 2014 from the perspective of the development 
of this institution. Identifying the established system in Ukraine as patronal 
presidentialism, N.Borisov shows that in Ukraine, contrary to the promises of 
the new authorities, the model of presidency based on patron-client relations, 
informal institutions and a scenario “winner takes all” is reproduced. Accord-
ing to his assessment, the real steps towards democratization of the Ukrain-
ian political system have not been undertaken, and it is yet premature to talk 
about the beginning of the transition to “good” or “good enough” institutions 
in Ukraine. 

IDEOLOGIES

AXIOLOGY OF EUROPEAN CONSERVATISM: 
BETWEEN TRADITION AND PROGRESS 

Having analyzed principles of conservative consciousness embodied in 
the attitudes and electoral preferences of the Europeans, A.Smirnov comes to 
the conclusion about the prematureness of the verdict on semantic exhaustion 
of conservatism and its complete transformation into a meaningless category. 
The author posits that the socio-economic transformations of the last decades 
that heralded the triumph of liberal principles only partly affected political, 
cultural and ideological foundations that define the inner world of the Europe-
an peoples; and a variety of disasters and challenges of this century may reunite 
conservative ideas with their former conceptual value. In this case, ascribing 
values to these ideas, which are now largely depleted, will once again become 
popular and in demand. 

Nikolai Borisov

Alexei Smirnov 
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PRACTICAL SOCIOLOGY

CORPUS OF ERRORS IN AUTOMATED TELEPHONE SURVEY
The paper presents a formalized approach to the detection of systematic 

errors in mass surveys by constructing a single data matrix. Errors are defined 
as the difference between values of individual variables in the sample represent-
ing all respondents and a subsample, from which units of observation coded 
under different contextual conditions or possessing another set of related pa-
rameters are removed. The time the interview was conducted and its duration 
are considered as factors that hypothetically affect biases. The results obtained 
by the authors do not allow to speak with confidence about the reliability of 
the developed procedure, but presents great opportunities for operationaliza-
tion of the general theory of errors. 

BOOK REVIEW

VERY TIMELY BOOK 
(Musikhin G.I. Essays on Theory of Ideology. — 

M.: Publishing House of Higher School of Economics, 2013) 
Assessing the work under review as a milestone for the problematic 

sphere of ideology studies in the national political science, L.Polyakov ex-
presses his view that from now on no study of ideology published in Russian 
that fails to advance this topic above the bar set by G.Musikhin can be quali-
fied as properly scientific. According to the reviewer, within the metaphorical 
domain “ideologiya.ru”, Musikhin’s book has all the attributes that can be 
conveyed by the term benchmarking. However, he by no means thinks that 
the author “ended the discussion”. On the contrary, from his point of view, the 
author in some sense “opened the discussion”. Focusing on the already in-
vented “wheels”, “deliciously” described by Musikhin, one can and should go 
further — especially in the direction of the applied analysis of contemporary 
Russian ideologies. 

Dmitry Rogozin, 
Dmitry Saponov 

Leonid Polyakov 
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GUBERNATORIAL READINGS

RESOURCES FOR RUSSIAN ECONOMY'S GROWTH 
IN A CHANGING WORLD

Eighteenth Gubernatorial Readings. 
Tyumen, November 6th, 2014

The material published here is a report on the Eighteenth Gubernato-
rial Readings held in Tyumen, November 6th, 2014, under the framework of 
the joint project conducted by the journal Politeia and the administration of 
Tyumen region with the topic of the Readings being resources for Russian eco-
nomy’s growth in a changing world, and a lecturer — L.M.Grigoryev, Head of 
Department of World Economy, Higher School of Economics; Senior Advi-
sor to the Head of the Analytical Centre for the Government of the Russian 
Federation.
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IX ÊÎÍÊÓÐÑ
ÐÀÁÎÒ ÌÎËÎÄÛÕ ÏÎËÈÒÎËÎÃÎÂ 

ÍÀ ÏÐÅÌÈÞ À.Ì.ÑÀËÌÈÍÀ

Ïðîâîäèòñÿ åæåãîäíî 

Условия конкурса

1. К участию в конкурсе приглашаются студенты и аспиранты фа-
культетов политологии, научные сотрудники исследовательских 
институтов и аналитических центров, не достигшие ко времени 
подачи работы 30 лет.

2. К участию в конкурсе принимаются работы объемом не более 
40 тыс. знаков. 

3. Приоритетными (для конкурса) направлениями политической на-
уки являются: сравнительный анализ политических культур, поли-
тических институтов, межэтнических и церковно-государственных 
отношений.

4. Работы принимаются до 31 декабря 2014 г., оглашение результатов 
происходит во второй половине  февраля.

5. Принятые к публикации в журнале «Полития» статьи авторов, от-
вечающих требованиям, изложенным в пункте 1, рассматриваются 
Жюри автоматически.

6. По итогам конкурса присуждаются первая (30 тыс. рублей), вторая 
(15 тыс. рублей) и третья (10 тыс. рублей) премии.

Работы с пометкой «на конкурс» присылать на электронный адрес: 
politeia@politeia.ru.
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ÏÐÀÂÈËÀ ÏÐÅÄÑÒÀÂËÅÍÈЯ ÐÓÊÎÏÈÑÅÉ 
ÄËЯ ÏÓÁËÈÊÀÖÈÈ Â ÆÓÐÍÀËÅ «ÏÎËÈÒÈЯ»

1. Предлагаемые для публикации статьи направляются на электронный адрес Редакции 
(politeia@politeia.ru) в формате *.doc (не *.docx). 

2. Все статьи публикуются на бесплатной основе независимо от научного статуса авто-
ров (в том числе аспирантские).

3. К статье должна прилагаться следующая информация об авторе (авторах): фамилия, 
имя и отчество полностью, ученая степень и ученое звание, место работы, должность, кон-
тактный телефон, адрес электронной почты. 

4. К статье следует приложить резюме (на русском и, по возможности, английском 
языках) объемом не более 1 тыс. знаков с пробелами. В конце резюме следует указать 3—
5 ключевых слов статьи на русском и английском языках. 

5. Рекомендуемый объем статьи — 30—40 тыс. знаков с пробелами. Тексты, выходящие 
за пределы данного объема, рассматриваются Редакцией только в порядке исключения.

6. В списке литературы указываются все авторы и источники, цитируемые в тексте. Би-
блиографические и текстовые ссылки даются в подстрочных примечаниях со сквозной ну-
мерацией. Цитаты, приводимые в статье, должны быть тщательно выверены.

7. В связи с особенностями макета «Политии» просим авторов воздерживаться от об-
ширных подстрочных примечаний, по возможности сводя их к библиографическим ссылкам 
и кратким комментариям к основному тексту. 

8. Текст статьи должен быть приведен автором в максимальное соответствие со стили-
стическими, орфографическими, синтаксическими и прочими языковыми нормами до от-
правки его в Редакцию. Сокращения слов не допускаются. 

9. Таблицы и рисунки должны быть пронумерованы и иметь название. Цифры в та-
блицах должны быть выверены автором. В тексте должна быть ссылка на каждую таблицу и 
рисунок (их порядковый номер). Рисунки должны быть выполнены в черно-белом формате. 
Рисунки и таблицы должны интегрироваться в файл формата *.doc c сохранением возмож-
ности их редактирования. 

10. Редакция оставляет за собой право сокращать и редактировать статьи. По заранее 
оговоренному желанию автора редакционная правка подлежит согласованию с автором. 

11. Все статьи, поступившие в Редакцию и отвечающие профилю, концепции и тема-
тике журнала, проходят рецензирование. Принятие первичного решения о соответствии/
несоответствии поступивших в Редакцию статей профилю, концепции и тематике журнала 
является прерогативой коллегии в составе Главного редактора и всех заместителей Главного 
редактора журнала. Статьи, не прошедшие экспертизу коллегии в составе Главного редак-
тора и всех заместителей Главного редактора журнала, к рецензированию и публикации не 
принимаются.

12. Редакция принимает окончательное решение о публикации (или отклонении) ста-
тей, учитывая мнения рецензентов. Рецензирование носит обоюдно анонимный характер: 
имена авторов не сообщаются рецензентам, имена рецензентов не сообщаются авторам. 

13. Статьи, ранее опубликованные (в том числе в интернете) или сданные в другие из-
дания, в журнале не публикуются. 
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Примеры оформления сносок в подстрочных примечаниях:

Петров 2006. 
См. Петров 2006. 
Петров 2006: 100 — после двоеточия дана страница.
Петров, Сидоров 1996.
Петров и др. 1997.
Петров 2006а: 100;   Freedman 1996a — буквы а, б, в   a, b, c... обозначают разные работы 

данного автора, выпущенные в один и тот же год.
Природа 1997 — первые слова названия книги при отсутствии фамилий автора или ре-

дактора.
Сегодня. 01.08.2001;   Political Studies 2000 — при ссылке не на конкретную статью, а на 

периодическое издание.
Петров 2003; Сидоров 2005.

Оформление библиографии в конце статьи:

Сначала в алфавитном порядке без нумерации приводятся источники на русском язы-
ке, затем — на иностранных. Фамилия автора выделяется полужирным шрифтом. При от-
сутствии фамилий автора или редактора полужирным шрифтом выделяется первое слово 
названия книги или статьи. Название книги, журнала или сборника, где помещена та или 
иная статья (без кавычек), выделяется курсивом. При ссылке на электронные источники 
интернет-ссылка дается в скобках.

Петров П.К. 2006. Власть и общество. — М.
Петров П.К. 2006а. Власть и общество. — М.
Петров П.К. 2006б. Власть и общество // Полития. № 1.
Иванов В.П., Сидоров К.Ф. 1997. Политические системы. — М.
Петров А.Л. 2000. Легитимность // Сидоров П.К. (ред.) Общая политология. — М.
Региональное развитие в России. 2000. — СПб.
Тулин К.Н. (ред.) 2000. Российские регионы. — М.
Allend G.A. (ed.) 1998. Political Systems. — L., N.Y.
Political Studies. 2000. Vol. 3. № 2.
Rubben E.H. et al. 2000. Political Culture // Buttler J., Mailer R.E. (eds.) Comparative 

Studies. — L.
Tiper W. 2000. Political Culture // Political Studies. Vol. 3. № 2.
Наумкин В. Возвращение Центральной Азии (http://www.cainfo.ru/article/actual-

interview/242).
Билевская Э. 2009. «Правое дело» на грани раскола // Независимая газета. 27.02 

(http://www.ng.ru/politics/2009-02-27/1_pravdelo.html).
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