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Vers l’Orient et vers l’Occident…, P. Bauduin, A. E. Musin (dir.), Caen, PUC (Publications du CRAHAM), 2014, p. 383-396

A Scandinavian Trace in the History 
of the Novgorod Boyardom

Alexej A. Gippius*

S tudies of the genealogy of the Novgorod boyars, 
 far advanced during recent decades, have brought the 

investigation of the history of Novgorod of the indepen-
dence period i.e. in the 10th-15th centuries to a qualita-
tively new level. The most important results have been 
obtained through evidence from the 14th-15th century. 
Thanks primarily to the researches of Valentin L. Yanin, 
State University of Moscow, we have at our disposal 
for this period a reliably reconstructable and ramified 
picture of the generic relations inside entire boyar clans 
and groups, corresponding to separate kontsy (“ends”, 
i.e. town districts), streets and house-blocks in Novgorod 
itself and votchinas (feudal manors or estates) 1 outside the 
city’s limits. However, as we advance to more ancient 
chronological layers, constructions of this kind become 
more and more hypothetical. Often, this advancement 
becomes altogether impossible due to the lack of necessary 
information. In turn, the territorial and familial relations 
(and recently, fairly numerous such relations have been 
revealed) uniting the figures of the 12th-first third of the 
13th century, known to us from chronicles and birch-bark 
documents, as a rule are not traceable further than into 

* Moscow, Russia.
1. The Russian text of the first version of the present article was 
published in 2006, cf. A. A. Gippius, “Skandinavskij sled v istorii 
novgorodskogo boyarstva”, in The Slavicization of the Russian 
North: Mechanisms and Chronology, J. Nuorluoto (ed.), Slavica 
Helsingiensia, 27, Helsinki, University Press, 2006, pp. 93-109, the 
author has developed his approaches during the present symposium.

the epoch of the Mongolian invasion i.e. the middle of 
the 13th century. The single indubitable breakthrough to 
the pre-Mongolian period, in terms of the boyar genea-
logies of the 14th-15th centuries, demonstrates the ancestry 
of the Mikhalkovichi clan, associated with Prusskaya 
(Prussian) Street in the south-west part of Novgorod 2, 
as reliably rooted down to a certain Mikhalko Stepanich, 
mentioned first by a chronicle in 1176 3.

 A denser screen still separates us from the age of the 
formation of the Novgorod boyardom. The appearance 
of native tradition of the chronicle writing in Novgorod 
in the early 12th century, and the sharp intensification 
of the birch-bark documents during approximately the 
same period, found here an already established and fairly 
ramified net of boyar families, rooted in those more ancient 
times which are very poorly represented in written sources. 
Until recently, the genealogical reconstruction on the basis 
of evidence from the 10th-11th century was attempted 
only once in the hypothesis of Dmitrij I. Prozorovskij 
(1820-1894) 4, according to which Ostromir – the posadnik 

2. For the map of Novgorod, see p. 103 in the present volume.
3. V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskaya feodal’naya votchina: istoriko-genealo-
gicheskoe issledovanie, Moscow, Nauka, 1981, pp. 148-149.
4. D. I. Prozorovskij, “O rodstve svyatogo Vladimira po materi”, 
Zapiski Imperatorskoj Akademii nauk, 5, 1864, pp. 17-26; see 
also: V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, Moscow, Nauka, 1962, 
p. 54. See also the latest critical discussion of this hypothesis by 
P. S. Stefanovich in: A. A. Gorskij et al., Drevnyaya Rus’: Ocherki 
politicheskogo i sotsial’nogo stroya, Moscow, Indrik, 2008, pp. 219-232.

To the memory of Arkadij A. Molchanov (1947-2010),
to whom the present article owes its principal idea1
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Alexej A. Gippius384

in Novgorod 5 in the mid-11th century – was the son 
of posadnik Konstantin and grandson of Dobrynya 
mentioned in the Russian chronicles. Dobrynya 
was uncle and the tutor of Prince Vladimir the Saint 
(† 1015) and became the Novgorod posadnik after the 
latter’s departure for Kiev. The central role in confir-
mation of that supposition is held by the colophon of 
the Ostromir Gospel created in 1056 recording that the 
Novgorod posadnik was a “blizok” (i.e. a person related to 
someone) of Prince Izyaslav († 1078), the son of Yaroslav 
the Wise († 1054). However, this main argument lost 
its power to convince after the Polish historian Andrzej 
Poppe proposed an alternative interpretation of the 
term “blizok” as pointing to a kinship through marriage 
with Theophana – the wife of Ostromir. The researcher 
reasonably holds that Theophana was the daughter of 
Vladimir the Saint and the Byzantine princess Anna 6. 
The descendants of Ostromir and Theophana are not 
traceable in Kiev beyond their grandson Yan’ Vyshatich 
mentioned in the Primary Russian Chronicle. Moreover, 
in Novgorod they are even totally unknown, so that this 
genealogical line comes to an end in the 11th century, 
having no continuation in the history of independent 
Novgorod 7. Nonetheless, the main idea which called 

5. Posadnik in Novgorod was the mayor of the town, equivalent to 
a échevin or podestà in Medieval Europe, in German sources he was 
called a burgomeister; originally placed in the city by the Ryurikids to 
rule on theirs behalf, beginning in the 12th century, he was elected 
locally.
6. A. Poppe, “Feofana Novgorodskaya”, in Novgorodskij isto richeskij 
sbornik, 6 (16), V. L. Yanin (ed.), St Petersburg, Dmitri Bulanin, 
1997, pp. 102-120.
7. A faint possibility of tracing these influences is in A. Poppe’s 
surmise that the famous “protoproedros Eustathius”, mentioned 
on the Russian lead seals of the end of the 11th century, whose 
title undoubtedly suggests his having visited Byzantium and 
certain Constantinople connections, was the son of Ostromir and 
Theophana. Cf. A. A. Poppe, “Feofana Novgorodskaya”, p. 118. 
Taking into account V. L. Yanin’s identification of Eustathius with 
posadnik Zavid, who held that post in the late 11th century, this 
idea allows us to identify descendants of Ostromir (and possibly of 
Dobrynya) in the posadniks of the Nerevskij konets of Novgorod Dmitr 
Zavidich (1117), Zavid Dmitrovich (1128) and Zavid Nerevinich 
(1175-1176, 1177-1180, 1184-1186). Note that this kinship would 
plausibly explain the fact that the daughter of Dmitr Zavidich became 
in 1122 the second wife of the prince Mstislav the Great († 1132), son 
of Vladimir Monomach († 1125). Cf. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’ 
starshego i mladshego izvodov, A. N. Nasonov (ed.), Moscow-Lenin-
grad, Academy of Sciences, 1950, p. 21. See also: G. E. Dubrovin, 
“Petryatin dvor i problema rannego posadni chestva v Novgorode”, 
Drevnyaya Rus’: voprosy medievistiki, 1 (27), 2007, pp. 45-59.

that interesting hypothesis to life retains its importance: 
indeed, the descendants of Dobrynya could not have 
disappeared in Novgorod leaving no traces. They may well 
have been present among the Novgorodian aristocracy 
not only in the 11th century but also in later times.

Quite recently, researches in the branch of the most 
ancient genealogy of the Novgorod boyars have been 
supplemented by an extremely interesting hypothesis 
of Arkadij A. Molchanov, Institute of World History, 
Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow, tracing the 
ancestry of the clan of Gyuryatinichi-Rogovichi, repre-
sented in the 12th-13th centuries by five generations of 
Novgorod posadniks 8:

– Gyuryata (held the office of posadnik in the early 
12th century);

– Miroslav Gyuryatinich (1126-1128, 1135-1136);
– Yakun Miroslavich (1137-1141, 1156-1160, 

1167-1176);
– Dmitr Yakunich (1211-until 1215);
– Ivanko Dmitrovich (1220-1229).
Gyuryata, the first representative of this dynasty of 

posadniks, is identified by A. A. Molchanov with the 
Novgorodian citizen Gyuryata Rogovich, mentioned in 
the Russian Primary Chronicle under the year of 1096. In 
1114, according to the textual analysis of the Chronicle by 
Alexej A. Shakhmatov (1864-1920), Gyuryata Rogovich 
imparted to the chro nicler the story about a people immured 
in mountains in a “northern land” 9. The researcher inter-
prets the name of Gyuryata’s father as a hypocoristic 10 

8. A. A. Molchanov, “Yarl Regnval’d Ul’vsson i ego potomki na 
Rusi (O proiskhozhdenii ladozhsko-novgorodskogo posadnichego 
roda Rogovichej-Gyuryatinichej)”, in Pamyatniki stariny: Kont-
septsii. Otkrytiya. Versii. Pamyati Vasiliya Dmitrievicha Beletskogo, 
A. N. Kirpichnikov et al. (eds.), St Petersburg-Pskov, Institute for the 
History of Material Culture/Pskov State Museum, 1997, pp. 80-84; 
A. A. Molchanov, “Skandinavskie vykhodtsy sredi feodal’noj 
elity Severnoj Rusi (potomki yarla Regnval’da Ul’vssona v Ladoge i 
Novgorode)”, in XIII konferentsiya po izucheniyu istorii, ékonomiki, 
literatury i yazyka Skandinavskikh stran i Finlyandii. Tezisy dokladov, 
V. A. Antonova et al. (eds.), Moscow-Petrozavodsk, Institute of 
World History/Russian Academy of Sciences, 1997, pp. 136-138.
9. A. A. Shakhmatov, Povest’ vremennykh let, vol. 1: Vvodnaya 
chast’, Tekst, Primechaniya, Petrograd, Imperial Archaeographic 
Commission, 1916, pp. V-VI; Lavrent’evskaya letopis’, E. F. Karskij 
and B. M. Kloss (eds.), Polnoe sobranie russkikh letopisej, 1, 
Moscow, Yazyki slavyanskoj kul’tury, 2001, 3rd ed., col. 234-236; 
Ipat’evskaya letopis’, A. A. Shakhmatov, M. N. Tikhomirov and 
B. M. Kloss (eds.), Polnoe sobranie russkikh letopisej, 2, Moscow, 
Yazyki slavyanskoj kul’tury, 1998, 3rd ed., col. 224-226.
10. Hypocoristic is a lesser form of the given name usually used in 
more intimate situations.
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A Scandinavian Trace in the History of the Novgorod Boyardom 385

form of Rogvolod corresponding in Old East Slavic to 
the Scandinavian name Rögnvaldr. A. A. Molchanov 
suggests that the grandfather of that Rog/Rogvolod 
was Rögnvaldr Úlfsson, known from Scandinavian 
sagas, cousin of Ingegerd, wife of Yaroslav the Wise. 
Rögnvaldr Úlfsson arrived with her to Rus’ and was 
granted Ladoga as a “jarldom” 11. The Scandinavian 
sources also know the children of Rögnvaldr – Úlfr 
and Eilífr – who were also posadniks in Ladoga and 
served Yaroslav in Novgorod. The first is identified by 
A. A. Molchanov with the voevoda Uleb, who headed 
the raid of the Novgorodians to the Iron Gate in 1032, 
a toponym describing the North Ural region 12, whereas 
in Eilífr Rögnvaldsson the researcher sees the father of 
Rogvolod/Rog and grandfather of Gyuryata.

When defining the territorial ties of the Gyuryatinichi- 
Rogovichi, A. A. Molchanov connects them hypothe-
tically with boyars of the Slavenskij konets (end or 
district). The main basis of the hypothesis is that the two 
brothers Konstantin and Dmitr belonged to the circle of 
descendants of Gyuryata. The brothers are known due 
to their building activities in Torgovaya Storona (Market 
Side on the right bank of the Volkhov River), where in 
1191 they built the wooden St Parasceva church on the 
Torg (Market) and in 1196 erected the stone church of 
St Cyrill in the Kirillovskij Monastery in Nelezen’ island 
near Novgorod. According to the chronicle evidence, they 
lived in the area of Lubyanaya or Lubyanitsa Street on 
Torgovaya Storona. The second of the brothers is identified 
by A. A. Molchanov with Dmitr Yakunich, son of 
Yakun Miroslavich, while in Miroslav – the addressee of 
birch-bark letter no 747 found in the ancient Lubyanitsa 
Street (Lukinskij Excavation) – A. A. Molchanov 
sees Miroslav Gyuryatinich. “It is of significance – he 
concludes – that the patrimonial nest of the Gyuryatinichi 
is localized exactly near the Yaroslavov Dvor (Prince 
Yaroslav the Wise Court) and exactly within the area of 
the Slavenskij konets, where the process of the emergence 
of Scandinavian natives among the estate-owners has been 
reflected in the local micro-toponymics (cf. Varezhskaya 
or Varangian Street, Ivorova Street, etc.)” 13.

11. See articles by Tatjana N. Jackson and Anatolij N. Kirpichnikov 
in the present volume.
12. This Uleb is also equated with the son of Rögnvaldr, Úlfr by 
Yurij Konovalov, cf. Yu. V. Konovalov, “Russkij knyazheskij dom v 
seredine X veka”, Istoricheskaya genealogiya, 4, 1994, p. 92.
13. A. A. Molchanov, “Yarl Regnval’d Ul’vsson i ego potomki na 
Rusi…”, p. 84.

Far from everything in this construction is convincing. 
Not indubitable in linguistic terms is the equation of 
Uleb of the chronicles with Úlfr, son of Rögnvaldr. In 
Old East Slavic, the Scandinavian name Úlfr would 
have acquired the form of Ul’v” or Ul’b”, whereas Uleb 
corresponds to the Scandinavian Oleifr (Uleifr) 14. Nor 
are the arguments in favour of the belonging of the 
Gyuryatinichi to the Slavno (Slavenskij konets) boyars 
wholly convincing. The equation of Dmitr, brother 
of Konstantin, with Dmitr Yakunich is based exclu-
sively on the identity of their names, which, however, 
are in no way rare ones. It is furthermore impos-
sible to accept the proposition that the Miroslav of 
birch-bark letter no 747 is Miroslav Gyuryatinich: 
the latter died in 1134, whereas the birch-bark document 
is dated stratigraphically to the late 12th or the first third 
of the 13th century. The localization of the domains of 
the Gyuryatinichi-Rogovichi near the Prince’s Court thus 
seems questionable and cannot be considered as even an 
indirect confirmation of the hypothesis about the Scandi-
navian provenance of the family.

A. A. Molchanov tests his hypothesis in three steps: 
first, the equation of Gyuryata Rogovich with the posadnik 
Gyuryata; second, the interpretation of the name of Rog 
as the truncated Rogvolod; and third, the supposition that 
Rog/Rogvolod was a grandson of the Scandinavian native 
Rögnvaldr/Rogvolod. As to the first step, the record in the 
Russian Primary Chronicle about an otrok (junior officer) 
of Gyuryata Rogovich sent to Yugra for collecting the 
tribute leaves no doubts in the high administrative rank 
of Gyuryata and therefore his identity with the posadnik 
of the same name seems very probable.

Concerning the second step, it is impossible to avoid 
mentioning that Rog” (i.e. “horn” in Russian) may have 
been actually a nickname (like Zub” = tooth, Nos” = nose; 
cf. the Russian surnames deriving from these nicknames: 
Zubov, Nosov, Rogov, and, particularly, the Novgorod 
First Chronicle’s record under the year of 1207 about 
some Nosovichi, who, together with the Volodarevichi, 
built the church of St Lucas) 15. However, such an 
 interpretation does not exclude the explanation of the 
name as derived from Rogvolod: the first constituent of 
this anthroponym of Scandinavian origin must inevitably 

14. Cf. V. Tomsen, “Nachalo russkogo gosudarstva”, in Iz istorii 
russkoj kul’tury, vol. 2: 1, Kievskaya i Moskovskaya Rus’, A. F. Litvina 
and F. B. Uspenskij (eds.), Moscow, Yazyki slavyanskoj kul’tury, 
2002, pp. 223, 225. I am grateful to Fjodor B. Uspenskij for his 
consultation concerning this problem.
15. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, pp. 50, 247.
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have been linked on Russian soil to the corresponding 
appellative, so that its reduced form quite probably was 
interpreted as a nickname.

The third assumption is also fairly plausible. The 
widely distributed tradition, both in Scandinavia and in 
Rus’, of naming in honour of grandfathers was accepted 
also in the family of Rögnvaldr himself, who named one 
of his sons Úlfr in honour of his own father, and in 
the family of his wife, sister of the Norwegian konung 
Óláfr Tryggvason (Tryggvi – Óláfr Tryggvason – Tryggvi 
Óláfsson – Óláfr Tryggvason). The supposition that the 
father of Gyuryata was named Rogvolod in honour of 
his grandfather conforms well to this anthroponymic 
context, irrespective of the name of Gyuryata’s grand-
father and of whether Uleb of the chronicle was actually 
the same person as Úlfr, son of Rögnvaldr.

The Scandinavian origin of the family is possibly 
attested by the fact that the son of Miroslav  Gyuryatinich 
was named Yakun: this name is known to have been the 
Early Rus’ variant of the Scandinavian Hákon. However, 
taken on its own, this argument may easily be contested: 
indeed, contrary to the majority of names of Scandi-
navian provenance, that of Yakun had for a long time 
been established in the Russian anthroponymicon 16, 
possibly due to its similarity with the Christian name 
Yakov (Jacob) 17; A. A. Molchanov himself justly charac-
terizes this name as the one “which got accustomed in 
the name-list of the Novgorod boyars”, and hence, not 
necessarily indicating Scandinavian roots of its bearers 18.

The discussion so far characterizes A. A. Molchanov’s 
hypothesis as a construction quite plausible, although 

16. Cf. E. A. Mel’nikova, “Skandinavskie lichnye imena v novgo- 
rodskikh berestyanykh gramotakh”, Slavyanovedenie, 4, 1999, p. 113.
17. Cf. B. O. Unbegaun, Russkie familii, B. A. Uspenskij (ed.), 
Moscow, Progress, 1989, p. 80; B. O. Unbegaun, Russian Surnames, 
Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1972.
18. It is worth noting, however, that the fashion for the name Yakun 
arose in Novgorod somewhat later: most of its bearers mentioned in 
the Novgorod First Chronicle were active in the first quarter of the 
13th century, so that they must have been born in the second half of the 
precedent century, whereas, among the persona lities of the 12th century, 
only Yakun Miroslavich is known (cf. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, 
pp. 645-646). It is, moreover, quite possible that the wide distribu-
tion of this name in the 13th century owed exactly to the activities of 
the latter person: one of the political long-livers of the 12th century, a 
hero of many political collisions, including the historical victory over 
the Suzdal’ troops in 1170, Yakun Miroslavich was undoubtedly a 
statesman very popular in Novgorod. He himself, in turn, must have 
received his name according to the family tradition that agrees well 
with the supposition about the Scandinavian roots of the kin.

poorly backed up with arguments. Therefore, it seems that 
of principal importance is the possibility of grounding 
this supposition with additional evidence which has 
not as yet received due attention – namely information 
about the descendants of Miroslav Gyuryatinich. Under 
the year of 6654 (1146), the Ipat’evskaya Chronicle, 
recounting the circumstances of the establishing of 
Izyaslav Mstislavich († 1154) at the Kievan See, informs 
us about the arrest of a number of boyars – the partisans 
of the Ol’govichi, the branch of the Ryurikids ruling in 
Chernigov, banished from Kiev: “… and many boyars 
were arrested · Danil the Great · and Gyurgi Prokop’ich · 
Ivor Gyurgevich Miroslav’s grandsons (vnouka) · and 
others were arrested in the city · of Kiev” 19. In the index 
of names from the Ipat’evskaya Chronicle, compiled by 
L. L. Muravieva and L. F. Kuz’mina 20, Miroslav, grand-
father of Ivor, is quite reasonably identified with Miroslav 
Gyuryatinich: the chronicles do not know any other 
Miroslavs, the activities of which fall onto the first third 
of the 12th century, while, on the contrary, the posadnik 
of Novgorod, who in 1135 took the field from Novgorod 
“in order to reconcile the Kievans with the Chernigov 
people” and died in the same year 21, was a personality 
widely known in southern Rus’ 22. His son Yakun is 
characterized in the chronicle as an ardent supporter of 
the Ol’govichi of Chernigov: he is elected as the posadnik 
immediately after the arrival of Svyatoslav Ol’govich to 
Novgorod and together with the latter flees the city in 
1141, after which, the boyars, who fled from Novgorod 
previously “on account of Svyatoslav and Yakun”, return 
to the city 23. Therefore, there is nothing surprising 
in the fact that by 1146 the grandsons of Miroslav 
Gyuryatinich are found in Kiev under the rule of Prince 
Igor’ Ol’govich in this period, and become victims of the 
arrests immedia tely after the expelling of the Ol’govichi. 
These were exactly two of Miroslav’s grandsons rather 
than one, since “Miroslav’s vnouka” should be inter-

19. Ipat’evskaya letopis’, A. A. Shakhmatov (ed.), Polnoe sobranie 
russkikh letopisej, 2, St Petersburg, Imperial Archaeographic Commis-
sion, 1908, col. 327.
20. Ipat’evskaya letopis’, p. XXII. 
21. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, p. 23.
22. In the same Ipat’evskaya Chronicle, Miroslav is mentioned in the 
record under the year of 1134 concerning the bringing of a relic to 
Rus’ – the stone transenna (protective screen) of the Holy Sepulchre, 
ordered by him from Jerusalem. Cf. Ipat’evskaya letopis’, col. 295.
23. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, p. 24; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie 
posadniki, 2nd ed., Moscow, Yazyki slavyanskoj kul’tury, 2003, p. 140.
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preted as a form of the dual number 24. So, the phrase 
must be concerned also with Gyurgi Prokop’ich, whose 
father is known from the Novgorod First Chronicle as 
Prokop’ya – the brother of Yakun Miroslavich, who fled 
from Novgorod together with Yakun in 1141 25. Hence, 
this is the ultimate confirmation of the supposition 
that it was the grandsons of Miroslav Gyuryatinich 
(and not of any other Miroslav) who were arrested in 
1146 in Kiev. Finally, the fact that the name of one of 
“Miroslav’s grandsons” was Gyurgi, while the second 
grandson had the patronymic Gyurgevich, is explained 
by the reproduction of the name of the father of Miroslav 
Gyuryatinich among his descendants – the principle of 
the repetition of familial names is expressed here very 
distinctly 26.

This detailed analysis of the given passage is adduced 
here in order to demonstrate that the Scandinavian anthro-
ponymic element in Miroslav Gyuryatinich’s posterity 
was not confined to the name of his son Yakun. Indeed, 
one of Miroslav’s grandsons also bore a Scandinavian 
name – Ivor” (< Ivarr). It is noteworthy that Yakun 
Miroslavich and Ivor Gyurgevich were the only bearers of 
Scandinavian names among the Novgorod boyars of the 
12th century mentioned in the chronicle. The hypothesis 
of A. A. Molchanov, tracing the Gyuryatinichi- 
Rogovichi back to Rögnvaldr Úlfsson, thus receives 
substantial confirmation: we can be nearly certain about 
the Scandinavian origin of Gyuryata Rogovich and his 
descendants.

Let us now dwell on the problem of the  Gyuryatinichi’s 
territorial ties, which have been already touched upon 
above. V. L. Yanin, who twice discussed this issue 
concerning the history of the Novgorod posadniks, initially 
placed Yakun Miroslavich among boyars of the Slavenskij 

24. Such an interpretation of the given passage is suggested by 
its syntactic structure: the presence of the conjunction “и” (and) 
after the first figure (Danil the Great) and its absence between 
the second and the third ones (Gyurgi Prokop’ich and Ivor Gyur-
gevich) correspond to the archaic norm of Old-Russian syntax, 
stipulating non-conjunction combination of uniform terms if they 
form a semantic unity (particularly, where brothers are listed) (cf. 
A. A. Zaliznyak, Drevnenovgorodskij dialekt, 2nd ed., Moscow, Yazyki 
slavyanskoj kul’tury, 2004, p. 191, where a similar example from the 
same Ipat’evskaya Chronicle is presented: “so I took counsel with my 
brother Rostislav and with Volodimir with Izyaslav Davidovichi” 
[1147]).
25. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, p. 27.
26. Cf. P. S. Stefanovich’s critical considerations concerning our 
interpretation of the passage in question. Cf. A. A. Gorskij et al., 
Drevnyaya Rus’, pp. 242-245.

konets (Slavno) 27. However, in a later study, he revised 
this view, having arrived at the conclusion that Yakun 
Miroslavich belonged to the boyar group associated with 
Prusskaya (Prussian) Street 28. A. A. Molchanov agreed 
with the earlier opinion of V. L. Yanin without analyzing 
the latter’s arguments. Meanwhile, V. L. Yanin’s main 
reason in favour of the belonging of Yakun Miroslavich 
to the boyars of Prusskaya Street indeed seems to be 
irreproachable. Novgorod First Chronicle under the 
year of 1211 informs us that “Dmitr Yakunich came 
from Rus’ and Tverdislav gave up the post of posadnik 
of his own will for his senior” 29. V. L. Yanin writes that 
the “reference to seniority here may have only a single 
meaning: Dmitr was son of posadnik Yakun Miroslavich 
(the chronicle list of posadniks mentions “Yakun, and 
his son Dmitr”), who held the office already in 1137, 
while Mikhalko Stepanich, the father of Tverdislav, first 
became posadnik in 1176. In these terms, Tverdislav’s 
so peaceable renunciation of government was evidently 
possible only inside a single integrated boyar faction” 30. 
Conceding without reserve the latter argument, it must 
only be noted that the interpretation of the “seniority” 
of Dmitr proposed by V. L. Yanin seems to be excessively 
complicated. Indeed, since familial relations were in the 
basis of the konets groups, the phrase “for his senior” 
may be and must be, in my opinion, conceived purely 
in genealogical terms – as an indication of the belonging 

27. V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, Moscow, Nauka, 1962, 
p. 103.
28. V. L. Yanin, “Vvedenie”, in Novgorodskie gramoty na bereste (iz 
raskopok 1984-1989 godov) [vol. 9], V. L. Yanin and A. A.  Zaliznyak 
(eds.), Moscow, Nauka, 1993, p. 9; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posad-
niki, 2nd ed., p. 168.
29. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, pp. 52, 249.
30. V. L. Yanin, “Vvedenie”, p. 9. In supposing that Dmitr was 
son of Yakun Miroslavich, V. L. Yanin proceeds from the fact that 
the posadnik Yakun, mentioned without a patronymic, who held 
the post in 1167-1170, and Yakun Miroslavich were one and the 
same person. However, in his first edition of Novgorodskie posadniki 
in 1962, the scholar was of the opinion that there were two posadniks 
with the name Yakun in Novgorod of the 12th century; this view was 
based on the double entry of the name in the chronicle list of posad-
niks. Meanwhile, since it is known for certain that Yakun Miroslavich 
was still alive in 1176, when he married his daughter to prince 
Rostislav Mstislavich (cf. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, p. 35), there 
are no grounds to consider the “second” Yakun as an individual 
person. On the reason of the double mentioning of the name Yakun 
in the list of posadniks see A. A. Gippius, “Petr i Yaksha: K iden-
tifikatsii personazhej novgorodskikh berestyanykh gramot serediny 
XII veka”, in Novgorodskij istoricheskij sbornik, 9 (19), V. L. Yanin 
(ed.), St Petersburg, Dmitri Bulanin, 2003, pp. 68-69.
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of Tverdislav Mikhalkovich and Dmitr Yakunich not 
simply to a single group, but even to a single familial 
clan, in which Dmitr was of an older generation than 
Tverdislav.

Due to the merging of the Mikhalkovichi into a single 
clan with the Gyuryatinichi, deriving from Rögnvaldr/
Rogvolod, his Novgorod family expands to comprise 
truly huge numbers: as already mentioned above, the 
Mikhalkovichi were a single boyar clan which is traced 
from the second half of the 12th century to the end of the 
Novgorod’s independency. Moreover, it was the family 
most considerable in its political weight, constituting 
the skeleton of the largest and most influential group 
of the Novgorod aristocracy unifiying Prusskaya Street 
and Plotnitskij konets, and yielded the greatest number 
of the highest city magistrates over the entire history of 
Novgorod.

Extremely valuable evidence shedding light on the 
activities of the Novgorod “Rogvolodovichi” (as the 
descendants of Rögnvaldr Úlfsson will be called hence-
forth) is included in birch-bark documents found 
recently. A particular place among the latter is held by 
the assemblage of documents of the mid-12th century 
revealed in 1998 at Estate (Property) E of the Troitskij 
Excavation on Sofijskaya Storona (St Sophia Cathedral 
Side, the left bank of the Volkhov River). As it became 
clear from the documents and from the general archaeo-
logical situation, in the period under consideration there 
was in this territory a judicial and administrative centre 
of city-wide importance (in the opinion of V. L. Yanin 
it was a joint court of law of the prince and posadnik) 31. 
The central officials of this complex were Petr (Petrok) 
and Yaksha. These are reliably identifiable with well 
known historical figures known from chronicles: Petr 
was the boyar Petr Mikhalkovich, who in 1156 married 
his daughter to Prince Mstislav Yur’evich of Novgorod, 
son of Yurij Dolgorukij (the fact of marriage is omitted 
in the Novgorod First Chronicle, but recorded in the 
Laurentian [Lavrent’evskaya] and Hypatian [Ipat’evskaya] 
Chronicles 32), whereas Yaksha is identifiable with the 
posadnik Yakun Miroslavich already mentioned several 
times, who, in the same year 1156, took up that post 33. 

31. V. L. Yanin, A. A. Zaliznyak and A. A. Gippius, Novgorodskie 
gramoty na bereste (iz raskopok 1997-2000 gg.), vol. 11, Moscow, 
Russkie slovari, 2004, pp. 3-6; V. L. Yanin, U istokov novgorodskoj 
gosudarstvennosti, Velikij Novgorod, State University, 2001, pp. 6-30.
32. Lavrent’evskaya letopis’, col. 346; Ipait’evskaya letopis’, col. 482.
33. A. A. Gippius, “Petr i Yaksha”, pp. 66-76; A. A. Gippius, “O 
neskol’kikh personazhakh novgorodskikh berestyanykh gramot XII 

The reliability of this dual identification was confirmed 
in 1999 by the find of birch-bark document no 907 
– letter “from Tuk to Gyuryata”, in layers of the early 
12th century at the same Estate E. The letter contained 
a report to the city’s administration about the results of 
the investigation of a theft case. The addressee of the 
letter is, with a high degree of probability, equated to 
posadnik Gyuryata, i.e. Gyuryata Rogovich, grandfather 
of Yakun Miroslavich. The son of Gyuryata and father 
of Yakun, Miroslav Gyuryatinich has not been encoun-
tered among the personages of the birch-bark letters; 
however it seems in no way fortuitous that the dendro-
chronological date (1126) of the wooden pavement, the 
probable place of the joint court of law, which in the 
mid-12th century was the centre of the administrative 
complex of Estate E, coincides with the year of Miroslav’s 
election as posadnik 34. Thus, we meet representatives of 
three generations of the Rogovichi-Rogvolodovichi in the 
history of the given estate, situated in the heart of the 
ancient Lyudin konets in Novgorod.

Of no less interest in terms of the present subject is 
the figure of Petr Mikhalkovich or Petr (Petrok) of the 
documents from the Estate Е. The patronymic of this 
personage seems to suggest his kinship with Mikhalko 
Stepanich. There are two circumstances which indicate the 
high probability of this kinship. The name of Mikhalko, 
common in the princely environment, evidently was of 
a certain social prestige, whereas the more widespread 
variant of that name was Mikhal’. It is noteworthy that 
the Novgorod Chronicle, mentioning many Mikhals 
in the 12th-13th centuries, knows only two Mikhalkos: 
Mikhalko Stepanich, who was the posadnik (with inter-
ruptions) in 1180-1205, and his grandson, also Mikhalko 
Stepanich, who held the post in 1255-1256. The coinci-
dence of not only the names, but also of the patronymics, 
of the grandfather and grandson is very typical: the family 
of Mikhalko Stepanich demonstrates the repetition of 
the names from generation to generation – Stepan – 
Mikhalko Stepanich – Tverdislav Mikhalkovich – Stepan 
Tverdislavich – Mikhalko Stepanich. On the other hand, 
it is notable that the elder Mikhalko Stepanich is first 
mentioned in the annals under the year of 1176, when 
he, still not a posadnik, built anew, in Prusskaya Street, 
the St Michael Church which had burnt down a year 
before. The patronal character of the dedication of that 
church, which continued to be an object of the patronage 

veka”, in V. L. Yanin, A. A. Zaliznyak and A. A. Gippius, Novgorodskie 
gramoty na bereste (iz raskopok 1997-2000 gg.), pp. 164-174.
34. V. L. Yanin, U istokov novgorodskoj gosudarstvennosti, pp. 22-23.
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of the family of the Mikhalkovichi who were its ktitors 
(patrons), suggests that the grandfather of Mikhalko 
Stepanich, also Mikhalko, was its founder (there are no 
reasons to date the foundation of the church to a still 
earlier generation deep in the 11th century). So, was not 
that latter Mikhalko the father of Petr Mikhalkovich, who 
in that case would have been an uncle to the posadnik 
Mikhalko Stepanich 35?

The first Mikhalko, who founded St Michael’s Church 
on the St Sophia Side of Novgorod, left bank of the 
Volkhov River, belonged probably to the gene ration of 
Miroslav Gyuryatinich and, as suggested by the above 
discussion, was his relative (it is notable, that in such 
a reconstruction, Dmitr Yakunich, as the son of Yakun 
Miroslavich, is indeed a “senior” in respect of Tverdislav 
Mikhalkovich, because he belongs to the generation 
of the latter’s father Mikhalko Stepanich). In other 
words, the Miroslavichi and Mikhalkovichi represent 
in the present reconstruction two branches of the clan 
of “Rogvolodovichi”. The degree of relationship of 
Miroslav and Mikhalko may be differently hypothe-
sized: theoretically, Rögnvaldr/Rogvolod may have been 
himself their closest common ancestor. Nevertheless, 
there are no genealogical reasons to trace the splitting 
of these two branches back into the 11th century – the 
close connection between Yakun Miroslavich and Petr 
Mikhalkovich suggests their intimate kinship. Indeed, 
Miroslav and Mikhalko quite possibly were brothers (in 

35. The personality of Petr Mikhalkovich himself is of consi derable 
interest in the historical and cultural aspects. There are weighty 
grounds to suppose that he was the father of the well known Olisej 
Grechin – a boyar, priest and icon painter, who, in the last quarter of 
the 12th century, had a icon-painting workshop at the neighbouring 
Estate A excavated in the 1970s; he was also a member of the joint 
court likewise as Petr Mikhalkovich, and is mentioned in the chron-
icle as Grechin Petrovich (cf. B. N. Kolchin, A. S. Khoroshev and 
V. L. Yanin, Usad’ba novgorodskogo khudozhnika XII veka, Moscow, 
Nauka, 1981; A. A. Gippius, “K biografii Oliseya Grechina”, in 
Tserkov’ Spasa na Nereditse: Ot Vizantii k Rusi, K 800-letiyu pamyat-
nika, O. E. Etingof [ed.], Moscow, Indrik, 2005, pp. 11-25). 
Furthermore, new discoveries have induced a supposition linking 
with the names of Petr Mikhalkovich (Petrok) and his wife Maria 
(mentioned as Marena in the letters) two outstanding works of 
Novgorod art of the 12th century: the silver crater or communion 
chalice of artist Kosta and the icon of the Mother of God “of the 
Sign”, which according to legend defended Novgorod against the 
army of the prince Andrej Bogolyubskij in 1170 (A. A. Gippius, 
“O proiskhozhdenii novgorodskikh kratirov i ikony ‘Bogomater’ 
Znamenie’”, in Novgorodskij istoricheskij sbornik, 9 [19], V. L. Yanin 
[ed.], St Petersburg, Dmitri Bulanin, 2003, pp. 77-93).

these terms, the coincidence of the initial syllable of the 
two names is noteworthy) – sons of Gyuryata Rogovich.

The belonging of the Mikhalkovichi and Miroslavichi 
to a single ancient kin of Scandinavian roots sheds 
light on the non-trivial similarity of the biographies of 
Petr Mikhalkovich and Yakun Miroslavich: they both 
became related to the Ryurikids, having married their 
own daughters to Novgorod princes (Petr Mikhalkovich 
to Mstislav Yur’evich in 1156 and Yakun Miroslavich in 
1176 to Rostislav Mstislavich). The marriage of a prince 
to a boyar’s daughter was an extraordinary event in the 
Rus’ princely house and, however politically grounded, it 
must have demanded some genealogical justification. The 
descent of the brides from Rögnvaldr Úlfsson, related to 
several Scandinavian monarchs, quite probably presented 
such a justification.

While St Michael’s Church in Prusskaya Street was 
the family minster of the Mikhalkovichi, the spiritual 
centre of the Miroslavichi, as suggested by some 
evidence, was St Jacob’s Church in Dobrynina Street. 
That church was built either by Yakun Miroslavich or 
by Miroslav  Gyuryatinich, who probably was chris-
tened as Iakov (Jacob) 36. Thus the area of the settlement 
of “Rogvolodovichi” in Novgorod included not only 
Prusskaya Street, but also the neighbouring Dobrynina 
Street. This fact calls for special attention to the Church 
of the Image of Christ, situated at the Volkhov end of the 
latter street. Most probably, the founder of this temple, 
which existed already as early as 1144, was posadnik 
Dobrynya deceased in 1117, after whom Dobrynina 
Street may have actually been named. He may perhaps be 
identified with the Dobrynya Raguilovich mentioned in 
the Russian Primary Chronicle under the year of 1096 as 
the Novgorod military chief of prince Mstislav the Great 37. 
Of extreme interest is the patronymic of this person. 
Indeed, the name of Raguil is unique in the Early Rus’ 
anthroponymicon 38. It is absent from the Menologium 

36. Cf. V. L. Yanin, Aktovye pechati Drevnej Rusi X-XV vv., vol. 1: 
Pechati X-XIII vekov, Moscow, Nauka, 1970, pp. 72-73; A. A.
Gippius, “O neskol’kikh personazhakh novgorodskikh berestyanykh 
gramot XII veka”, pp. 172-173.
37. Lavrent’evskaya letopis’, col. 238; cf. I. I. Grigorovich, Isto- 
ric heskij i khronologicheskij opyt o posadnikakh novgorodskikh: iz 
drevnikh russkikh letopisej, Moscow, Tipografiya Semena Seliva-
novskogo, 1821, pp. 70-71.
38. See, for details, A. A. Gippius, “Ragouil. Stranitsa iz istorii russ-
kogo imenoslova”, in Rusistika. Slavistika. Lingvistika. Festschrift für 
Werner Lehfeldt zum 60. Geburtstag, S. Kempgen, U. Schweier and 
T. Berger (eds.), Die Welt der Slaven. Sammelbände, 19, München, 
Sagner, 2003, pp. 144-154.
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or church calendar, nor has it been recorded as a personal 
Christian name beyond the boundaries of Early Rus’. 
As to Rus’ itself, the use of the name was confined to 
the Novgorod Land. The appearance of this unique 
anthroponym (deriving, probably, from the apocryphal 
Book of Enoch) in Novgorod is explained by the ancient 
tradition of selecting a Christian name on the basis of 
its formal similarity with some pagan name practised in 
Rus’ before the mid of the 13th century 39. In terms of that 
tradition Raguil proved to be the only possible Christian 
equivalent of the name of Rogvolod (= Rögnvaldr); 
moreover, no other heathen names beginning with 
Rög-/Rog- are known. All that is described above gives 
us grounds to consider Dobrynya Raguilovich as the 
brother of Gyuryata Rogovich (= Rogvolodovich).

Since, in the late 12th century, the Image of Edessa 
Church in Dobrynina Street was the familial temple 
of the kin of posadnik Miroshka Nesdinich (in 1191 
it was built anew by Vnezd, brother of Miroshka 40), 
we have grounds to suppose that the Nesdinichi, sons 
of birich (i.e. state herald) Nesda killed in 1167 41, 
belonged to the same branch of the Rogvolodovichi as 
Dobrynya Raguilovich. This hypothesis is confirmed 
by the following circumstance. Miroshka, who was the 
posadnik in 1189-1203, had particularly close relations 
with prince Yaroslav Vladimirovich, as suggested, inter 
alia, by the fact that he himself and his son Dmitr were 
buried in the cathedral of the Yur’ev or St George’s 
Monastery, where in 1199 prince’s sons Izyaslav and 
Rostislav Yaroslavichi were interred 42. The nature of 
these connections may be understood if one remembers 
that, under Vladimir Mstislavich, father of Yaroslav, the 
post of tysyatskij (military leader and official) was held 
by Raguil Dobrynich (mentioned in the Ipat’evskaya 
Chronicle under the years of 1147 and 1169), in whom 
we may detect with a high degree of probability a son of 
Dobrynya Raguilovich. Miroshka’s holding the post of 
posadnik during the reign of Yaroslav Vladimirovich is 

39. Cf. A. A. Gippius and F. B. Uspenskij, “K voprosu o sootno-
shenii yazycheskogo i khristianskogo imeni: drevnerusskie antro-
ponimicheskie dublety v tipologicheskom osveshchenii”, in Slavyane 
i ikh sosedi. Slavyanskij mir mezhdu Rimom i Konstantinopolem. Khris-
tianstvo v stranakh Tsentral’noj, Vostochnoj i Yugo-Vostochnoj Evropy 
v épokhu rannego srednevekov’ya. Sbornik tezisov XIX konferentsii 
pamyati V. D. Korolyuka, G. G. Litavrin and B. N. Florya (eds.), 
Moscow, Institute of Slavonic Studies, 2000, pp. 29-36.
40. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, p. 39.
41. Ibid., p. 32.
42. Ibid., pp. 44, 45.

some kind of continuation, although in another quality, 
of the Dobrynya Raguilovich’s service to prince Mstislav 
Vladimirovich and that of Raguil Dobrynich to Vladimir 
Mstislavich.

It should be remembered that actually the genealogy 
of the “Rogvolodovichi” must have been much 
ramified. Indeed, some other persons mentioned by 
chronicles may also have belonged to this kin. Thus it 
seems quite probable that the boyar Semen Borisovich, 
killed in 1230, the only indubitable representative of 
the Slavenskij konets among the Novgorod posadniks 
up to the mid-14th century and at the same time the 
only Novgorod posadnik interred in the cathedral of the 
Yur’ev Monastery after Miroshka Nesdinich and Dmitr 
Miroshkinich, was none other than the son of Boris 
Miroshkinich, who moved to Slavno after the rout of the 
Miroshkinichi in 1207. This Semen Borisovich founded 
in 1224 St Paul the Confessor’s Church in Varezhskaya 
(Varangian!) Street 43. The dedication of the church can 
hardly be explained otherwise than by patronal consi-
derations: there are grounds to suppose that a certain 
Pavel (Paul) was among the ancestors of the ktitor of the 
church. The links of the “Rogvolodovichi” with Ladoga 
suggest that Ladoga posadnik Pavel – father of posadnik 
Ivanko Pavlovich – was this ancestor of Semen Borisovich 
(Russian Primary Chronicle, year 1114; Novgorodian 
First Chronicle, year 1116). They are both mentioned 
in birch-bark documents from the Troitskij Excavation 
and V. L. Yanin considers them as possible ancestors of 
Miroshka Nesdinich 44.

It is possible that the branch of the Mikhalkovichi can 
also be supplemented. The ktitorial relations tying it to 
the Dormition of the Mother of God Arkazh Monastery 
prompt the suggestion that Arkadij, the founder and first 
Father Superior of the monastery, belonged himself to 
this kin 45. In this connection, the fact that exactly Arkadij 

43. Ibid., p. 63.
44. V. L. Yanin, Ya poslal tebe berestu, 3rd ed., Moscow, Yazyki 
slavyanskoj kul’tury, 1998, p. 286. A. E. Musin, having accepted 
A. A. Molchanov’s hypothesis with the supplements here presented, 
also supposes that the clan of Rögnvaldr Úlfsson’s descendants may 
have included some other members, who were the posadniks in 
Ladoga in the 13th century (cf. A. E. Musin, “K istorii nekotorykh 
boyarskikh rodov Velikogo Novgoroda”, in Novgorod i Novgorodskaya 
zemlya: istoriya i arkheologiya, 16, V. L. Yanin [ed.], Velikij Novgorod, 
State Museum, 2002, pp. 83-84). These include, inter alia, Nezhata 
Tverdyatich (mentioned as the posadnik of Ladoga in 1164), Mikhail 
Fedorovich (†1268) and Semen Mikhajlovich (†1288).
45. Cf. P. M. Malygin and A. A. Gippius, “K istorii novotorzhskogo 
Rozhdestvenskogo monastyrya”, in Novgorod i Novgorodskaya zemlya: 
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became in 1156 the first Novgorod bishop elected by the 
assembly of citizens - Veche assumes a new interpretation: 
it is hardly fortuitous that slightly earlier the same year, 
the office of posadnik was filled by Yakun Miroslavich, 
while a year before, Petr Mikhalkovich became the 
prince’s father-in-law. We are dealing here with some 
interconnected events which took place almost simul-
taneously and led representatives of one of the powerful 
clans in Novgorod to the apices of the secular and eccle-
siastical authority.

Anticipating an objection which will unavoidably be 
raised against a genealogical reconstruction enlisting more 
than half of Novgorod posadniks into the descendants of 
the Scandinavian Rögnvaldr Úlfsson (since it is exactly the 
conclusion suggested by the discussion presented above), 
it should be noted that, in my opinion, there is nothing 
here that would contradict the objective evidence on the 
social structure of Novgorod of the 11th-12th century. 
On the contrary, this hypothesis agrees well with the 
known facts. Presently, it may be regarded as almost 
certain that the formation of the Novgorod boyardom, 
based on the autochthonous elite families, included also 
a “druzhina” component, historically connected with 
the functioning of the institutes of the princely power 46. 
There is nothing surprising in the fact that, beginning 
from some moment, descendants of the prominent repre-
sentative of the retinue of Yaroslav the Wise, who settled 
in this district, began to set the tone for the public life 
of the Lyudin konets (the population of which, judging 
by the district’s name 47, initially bore no aristocratic 
hue). This resettlement (probably from Slavno, where 

istoriya i arkheologiya, 19, V. L. Yanin (ed.), Velikij Novgorod, State 
Museum, 2005, pp. 272-278.
46. Cf. V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskaya feodal’naya votchina, p. 216, where 
the idea is proposed about the caste closure of the Novgorod boyardom 
deriving exclusively from the tribal top of the more ancient period of 
Novgorod history; for the criticism of this view see: V. D. Nazarov, 
“O feodal’nom zemlevladenii v novgorodskoj respublike: (K vykhodu 
knigi V. L. Yanina, Novgorodskaya feodal’naya votchina. Istoriko- 
genealogicheskoe issledovanie, Moskva, 1981)”, Istoriya SSSR, 2, 
1984, p. 119; E. N. Nosov, “Ognishchane i problema formirovaniya 
novgorodskogo boyarstva”, in Istoriya i kul’tura drevnerusskogo goroda, 
G. A. Fedorov-Davydov (ed.), Moscow, State University, 1989, 
pp. 44-52.
47. The name of Lyudin konets (where, in all the earliest occasions 
beginning with the most ancient record of the toponym in birchbark 
letter no 954, there is indication to a soft stem) includes the posses-
sive adjective derived from lyudin” – the social term, designating 
a “man of the common people” in the legal code Russkaya Pravda 
(11th century) as opposed to a “princely man”.

the Scandinavian druzhina members were originally 
settled near Yaroslav’s Court as suggested by toponymic 
evidence) seems quite logical for the second half of the 
11th century when, after the construction of the Detinets 
(Kremlin) by prince Vladimir, son of Yaroslav the Wise 
in 1044 and the Cathedral of St Sophia inside it in 1050, 
the advantages of the St Sophia Side over the Torgovaya 
Side became particularly distinct. The localization of the 
new “Varangian nest” in Dobrynina Street, which was 
originally possibly a periphery of Lyudin konets, enables 
us to understand more clearly the appearance of the 
next Prusskaya Street. The latter’s name is regarded as 
connected with the settling here of the members of the 
disintegrating Prussian druzhina, who probably moved to 
Novgorod in the 12th century 48. The periphery of Lyudin 
konets occupied by the “Rogvolodovichi” was exactly the 
territory where the natives of Prussia, originating from a 
similar milieu, could have settled in the most natural way.

Probably, already as early as the 11th century, the 
descendants of Rögnvaldr did not constitute an 
exclusive clan, socially fenced against the rest of the 
Novgorod population. In contrast to the Ryurikids, 
who practised almost exclusively dynastic marriages, 
the “Rogvolodovichi”, as it seems, married noble 
Novgorodian women, joining ever more the milieu of 
the local boyars and, as it was attempted to demonstrate 
above, to a large extent moulding that milieu. Not only 
Yakun Miroslavich and Miroslav Gyuryatinich, but 
also Gyuryata Rogovich, who in the Primary Russian 
Chronicle was called a Novgorodian, must have identified 
themselves primarily as Novgorod boyars. However, 
this Novgorod identity did not exclude the memory 
of aristocratic Scandinavian roots as evidenced by the 
already mentioned marriages concluded by the princes 
to the female representatives of the kin 49. This mixed 
identity must have characterized also the heirs of other 

48. V. I. Kulakov, “Prusskaya druzhina i Rus’”, in Vostochnaya Evropa 
v drevnosti i srednevekov’e: Spornye problemy istorii, Chteniya pamyati 
V. T. Pashuto, Moskva, 12-14.04.1993, Tezisy dokladov, A. P. Novo-
sil’tsev (ed.), Moscow, Institute of World History, Russian Academy 
of Sciences, 1993, pp. 43-46.
49. Another important event actualizing the Scandinavian origin of 
the “Rogvolodovichi” could be the marriage of the prince Mstislav 
the Great, son of Vladimir Monomach, to the Swedish princess 
Christine. As established by F. B. Uspenskij, Christine was a grand-
daughter of the same Rögnvaldr Úlfsson; accordingly, Gyuryata and 
Dobrynya the Rogovichi (Raguilovichi) were her second cousins (cf. 
A. F. Litvina and F. B. Uspenskij, Vybor imeni u russkikh knyazej v 
X-XVI vekakh: dinasticheskaya istoriya skvoz’ prizmu antroponimiki, 
Moscow, Indrik, 2006, pp. 358-362).
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Scandinavians settled in Novgorod in the princely service 
and, with the lapse of time, having joined the ranks of 
the local elite. Most probably, this is exactly the fact 
implied by one of the authors of the First Novgorod 
Chronicle, who finished the tale about the calling of 
Varangian princes with the words: “and up to this day 
there remain Novgorodian people of the Varangian 
race” 50.

The meaning of the chronicle passage cited above 
has been a matter of scholarly discussion for more than 
two hundred years. My interpretation is based on the 
reading of the Novgorod Chronicle, which in this point 
diverges considerably from that of Laurentian Chronicle 
telling about the same events: “The present inhabitants 
of Novgorod are descended from the Varangian race, 
but aforetime they were Slavs” 51. The oddity of this 
phrase when taken literally makes scholars speculate 
about its indirect sense. The “Sloveni” of this passage 
should probably indeed (as translated by Samuel Cross) 
be understood not as the local Novgorodian tribe of 
Slovenians but rather as Slavs in general; cf. the record 
under 906 AD where the same words refer to the entire 
East Slavic population of Rus’: “It is owing to the 
Varangians that they became known as Rus’, though 
originally they were Slavs”. What the compilers of the 
Russians Chro nicles most probably had in mind was the 
transition from the “Slavic” identity to the Rus’ one, 
postulated in regard to the Novgorod population in the 
case of the Novgorod Chronicle and in regard to the 
whole Rus’ Land in the broad sense – in the case of the 
Laurentian Chronicle. However, while in the latter case 
the phrase looks quite organic, in the former it is not 
so: the “Varangian race” does not seem to be a proper 

50. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, p. 106.
51. The Russian Primary Chronicle, Laurentian Text, S. Hazzard 
Cross and O. P. Sherbowitz-Wetzor (trans., eds.), The Medi-
aeval Academy of America, Publication, 60, Cambridge, Mediaeval 
Academy of America, 1953, p. 7; Lavrent’evskaya letopis’, col. 20.

designation for the “acquired” Rus’ identity of the 
Novgorod population. The unevenness of the context can 
be explained as a result of the Chronicle compiler’s misin-
terpretation of his original source – the Kievan “Initial 
Compilation” of the 1090s, which is represented, in its 
initial part, by the First Novgorod Chronicle, according 
to A. A. Shakhmatov’s fundamental hypothesis. In the 
First Novgorod Chronicle, the words “but aforetime 
they were Slovene” are lacking, while the previous phrase 
contains a chronological remark: “to this day”. In this 
form the passage finds a clear parallel in the final clause 
of the account of the foundation of Kiev by Kij, Shchek 
and Khoryv, three legendary brothers from the Slavic 
tribe of Polans/Polyanians inhabited in the Middle 
Dnieper area: “These men were wise and prudent; 
they were called Polyanians, and there are Polyanians 
descending from them living in Kiev to this day” 52. The 
meaning of the latter context is obvious: the Polyanians 
descending from the brothers who founded Kiev still 
constitute part of the city’s population. The same pattern, 
however, seems to be applicable to the second context 
as well: one need only treat sut’ (“are”) as an existential 
verb, but not as a copula as it is generally understood: 
“And from those Varangians the Rus’ became known 
as such and from those the Rus’ Land bears its name, 
and to this day there are Novgorod people of Varangian 
race (= descending from the Varangians)” 53. If so, then 
the “Initial Compilation” of the 1090s reflected in the 
First Novgorod Chronicle spoke of the presence of the 
descendants of the Varangians among the population of 
Novgorod, not of the “Varangian” identity of the whole 
of its population, as the compiler of the Primary Russian 
Chronicle later interpreted this text…

52. Lavrent’evskaya letopis’, col. 3, 20.
53. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, p. 107.
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APPENDIX

Hypothetical Genealogical Stemma of the Rogvolodovichi of Novgorod (fig. 1)1

Alexander E. Musin*

1st generation:
Rögnvaldr 1 Úlfsson / Rogvolod / Рогволод ca. 1020 – 
Earl of Västergötland and Ladoga, related to Ingigerd, 
the wife of Prince Yaroslav the Wise, who gave Ladoga / 
Aldeigjuborg his bride as a wedding gift 2

2nd generation:
Úlfr Rögnvaldsson / Улеб 1032 – son of Earl Rögnvaldr 
Úlfsson identified as voevoda (military leader) of 
Novgorod who led the campaign against the “Iron Gates” 
in the Ural region 3

Eilífr Rögnvaldsson – son of Earl Rögnvaldr Úlfsson 
mentioned in Scandinavian sagas 4

*  St Petersburg, Russia.
1. The present genealogical stemma is based on previous researches 
by the author, partially reflected in A. E. Musin, “K istorii nekoto-
rykh boyarskikh rodov Velikogo Novgoroda”, in Novgorod i Novgo-
rodskaya zemlya: istoriya i arkheologiya, 16, V. L. Yanin (ed.), Velikij 
Novgorod, State Museum, 2002, pp. 82-92, here at pp. 82-85.
2. E. A. Rydzevskaya, “Svedeniya o Staroj Ladoge v drevnesevernoj 
literature”, Kratkie soobshcheniya o dokladakh i polevykh issledovani-
yakh Instituta istorii material’noj kul’tury Akademii nauk SSSR, 2, 
1945, pp. 5, 8-61. Cf. Icelandic Sagas and Other Historical Docu-
ments Relating to the Settlements and Descents of the Northmen on the 
British Isles, vol. 1: Orkneyinga Saga, and Magnus Saga, Gudbrand 
Vigfusson (ed.), London, Kraus Repr. Ltd, 1964, pp. 37-38; 
Snorri Sturluson, Heimskringla, Nóregs konunga sögur, Finnur 
Jónsson (ed.), Samfund til Udgivelse af gammel nordisk Litteratur, 
23, Copenhagen, Samfund til Udgivelse af Gammel Nordisk Litte-
ratur, 1894, pp. 2, 181.
3. Novgorodskaya IV letopis’, F. I. Pokrovskij et al. (eds.), Polnoe 
sobranie russkikh letopisej, 4: 1, Moscow, Yazyki russkoj kul’tury, 
2000, [6540], p. 113; S. M. Solov’ev, Istoroiya Rossii s drevnejshikh 
vremen, 1, Moscow, Social and Political Literature Editions, 1959, 
p. 216.
4. Snorri Sturluson, Heimskringla, vol. 2, Bjarni Addal-
bjarnarson (ed.), Íslenzk fornrit, 27, Reykjavík, Hið íslenzka 
fornritafélag, 1945, p. 148; Morkinskinna, Finnur Jónsson (ed.), 
Samfund til utgivelse af gammel nordisk littertur, 53, Copenhagen, 
[J. Jørgensen], 1932, p. 58; Ágrip af Nóregskonunga sögum: Fagrskinna 
– Nóregs konunga tal, Bjarni Einarsson (ed.), Íslenzk fornrit, 29, 
Reykjavík, Hið íslenzka fornritafélag, 1985, p. 227; Snorri Stur-
luson, Heimskringla, vol. 3, Bjarni Addalbjarnarson (ed.), Íslenzk 
fornrit, 28, Reykjavík, Hið íslenzka fornritafélag, 1951, p. 69; Forn-
manna sögur, vol. 6-7: Sögur Magnùsar konúngs góða, Haralds konúngs 

3rd generation:
Rog (volod) – Raguil / Рог (волод) – Рагуил – 
hypothetical person, supposed son of Earl Eilífr 
Rögnvaldsson, and hypothetical father of Gyuryata 
Rogovich

4th generation:
Gyuryata Rogovich / Гюрята (Георгий) Рогович 
– Novgorodian, mentioned in the Primary Russian 
Chronicle in 1096, informer of the annalist on incur-
sions of the Novgorodians in regions of Pechora and 
Yougra in the Ural area populated by Finno-Ugric, today 
the Khanty-Mansi autonomous district of the Russian 
Federation; very probably one of the posadniks of the 
time of Prince Mstislav Vladimirovich (1088-1117) 5

Dobrynya / Добрыня 1096-† 1117 – supposed son of 
Rogvolod / Raguil and brother of Gyuryata and Pavel, 
posadnik of Novgorod 6

Pavel / Павел 1116 – supposed son of Rogvolod / Raguil 
and brother of Gyuryata and Dobrynya, posandnik of 
Ladoga 7

Harðráða ok sona hans: eptir gömlum skinnbókum, Kongelige Nordiske 
Oldskrift-Selskab, Kaupmannahafn, [s.n.], 1831-1832, p. 132; 
Orkneyinga saga, Sigurður Nordal (ed.), Samfund til Udgivelse af 
gammel nordisk Litteratur, 40, Copenhagen, Samfund til Udgivelse 
af Gammel Nordisk Litteratur, 1913-1916, p. 53. I wish to express 
thanks to Dr T. N. Jackson for her generous help with the appro-
priate bibliography.
5. Lavrent’evskaya letopis’, E. F. Karskij and B. M. Kloss (eds.), 
Polnoe sobranie russkikh letopisej, 1, Moscow, Yazyki russkoj kul’tury, 
2001, 3rd ed., [6604], col. 234; Chronique de Nestor (Récit des temps 
passés). Naissance des mondes russes, J.-P. Arrignon (ed., trad.), 
Toulouse, Anacharsis, 2008, p. 249; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posad-
niki, Moscow, Yazyki slavyanskoj kul’tury, 2003, 2nd ed., pp. 86, 88.
6. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’ starshego i mladshego izvodov, 
A. N. Nasonov (ed.), Moscow-Leningrad, Academy of Sciences, 
1950, [6625], pp. 20, 164, 204; The Chronicle of Novgorod (1016-
1471), R. Michell and N. Forbes (eds.), Camden Third Series, 
25, London, Camden Society, 1914, p. 9; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie 
posadniki, pp. 78-80, 90-94.
7. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6624], pp. 20, 204; The Chro nicle 
of Novgorod, pp. 110-111.
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5th generation:
Miroslav / Мирослав 1126-† 1136 – supposed son 
of the posadnik Gyuryata, posadnik of Pskov (1132), 
posadnik of Novgorod 8

Mikhalko / Михалко – hypothetical son of the posadnik 
Gyuryata, and brother of Miroslav
Raguil / Рагуил 1146, 1169 – supposed son of Dobrynya, 
posadnik of Ladoga (Novgorod?) in 1132, tysyatskij 
(military leader) of Prince Vladimir Mstislavich of Kiev 
(1132-1171) in 1146-1169 9

Ivanko / Иванко † 1136 – son of Pavel, posadnik of 
Novgorod 10

6th generation:
Gyurgi / Гюрги (Георгий) – hypothetical son of 
Miroslav, brother of Prokop’ya and Yakun, and father 
of Ivor 11

Prokop’ ya / Прокопья 1141 – son of Miroslav, brother 
of Gyurgi and Yakun 12

Yakun / Якун 1137-1176 – son of Miroslav, brother 
of Gyurgi and Prokop’ya, member of boyar’s family of 
Prusskaya Street 13

Petr / Петр 1156 – son of Mikhalko, and brother of 
Stepan, boyar of Novgorod, father-in-law of Prince 
Mstislav Yur’evich 14

Stepan / Степан – hypothetical son of Mikhalko, and 
brother of Petr

8. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6634, 6640, 6643], pp. 21, 23, 
24, 164, 205, 208, 209; The Chronicle of Novgorod, pp. 11, 14; 
V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, pp. 92-94, 103-105.
9. Ipat’evskaya letopis’, A. A. Shakhmatov and M. N. Tikhomirov 
(eds.), Polnoe sobranie russkikh letopisej, 2, Moscow, Nauka, 1962, 
2nd ed., [6655, 6677], col. 349, 535. Cf. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, 
[6640], pp. 23, 207; The Chronicle of Novgorod, p. 12.
10. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6642], pp. 23, 208; The Chro nicle 
of Novgorod, p. 13; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, pp. 92-94.
11. Ipat’evskaya letopis’, [6654], col. 327.
12. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6649], p. 26; The Chronicle of 
Novgorod, p. 49.
13. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6649], p. 26; The Chronicle of 
Novgorod, p. 49; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, pp. 149-151, 
166-169, 176-172.
14. Lavrent’evskaya letopis’, [6663], col. 346; Ipat’evskaya letopis’, 
[6663], col. 482; A. A. Gippius, “Petr i Yaksha: k identifikatsii 
personazhej novgorodskikh berestyanykh gramot 12 veka”, in 
Novgorodskij istoricheskij sbornik, 9 (19), V. L. Yanin (ed.), St Peters-
burg, Dmitri Bulanin, 2003, pp. 66-76; A. A. Gippius, “O prois-
khozhdenii novgorodskih kratirov i ikony ‘Bogomater’ Znamenie’”, 
in Novgorodskij istoricheskij sbornik, 9 (19), pp. 77-93.

Sudila / Судила † 1156 – son of Ivanko, brother of 
Nesda, boyar of Novgorod 15

Nesda / Несда † 1167 – supposed son of Ivanko, and 
brother of Sudila; prince officer in Novgorod 16

Nezhata / Нежата 1137-1164 – supposed descendant of 
Rogvolod / Raguil, posadnik of Ladoga and Novgorod 17

7th generation:
Ivor / Ивор 1146 – son of Gyurgi, grandson of Miroslav 18

Gyurgi / Гюрги 1146 – son of Prokop’ya, grandson of 
Miroslav 19

Dmitr / Дмитр 1211 – son of Yakun, posadnik of 
Novgorod 20

Olisej Grechin / Олисей Гречин † 1231 – priest, 
icon-painter and a candidate for the bishop election in 
1193, mentioned in chronicles and birch-bark documents, 
hypothetical son of Petr Mikhalkovich 21

Mikhalko / Михалко 1176-† 1205 – son of Stepan, 
member of boyar’s family from Prusskaya Street, posadnik 
of Novgorod in 1180-1189, and in 1203-1205 22

15. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6649, 6655, 6664], pp. 26, 
27, 29, 212, 214, 216; The Chronicle of Novgorod, pp. 17, 19, 21; 
V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, p. 140-145.
16. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6675], pp. 32, 220; The Chro-
nicle of Novgorod, p. 25.
17. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6645, 6649, 6654, 6668], 
pp. 24, 26, 27, 31, 210, 213, 218, 472; The Chronicle of Novgorod, 
pp. 15, 17, 19, 23; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, pp. 140-142, 
144-147.
18. Ipat’evskaya letopis’, [6654], col. 327.
19. Ipat’evskaya letopis’, [6654], col. 327
20. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6719], pp. 52, 249; The  Chronicle 
of Novgorod, p. 51; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, pp. 168, 
183, 187.
21. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6701, 6734, 6738], pp. 65, 
70, 232, 269, 278; The Chronicle of Novgorod, pp. 68, 76; 
B. A. Kolchin, A. S. Khoroshev and V. L. Yanin, Usad’ba novgo-
rodskogo khudozhnika XII veka, Moscow, Nauka, 1981; A. A. Gippius, 
“K biografii Oliseya Grechina”, in Tserkov’ Spasa na Nereditse: ot 
Vizantii k Rusi. K 800-letiyu pamyatnika, O. E Etingof (ed.), 
Moscow, Indrik, 2005, pp. 99-114; A. A. Gippius, “O neskol’kikh 
personazhakh novgorodskikh berestyanykh gramot”, in V. L. Yanin, 
A. A. Zaliznyak and A. A. Gippius, Novgorodskie gramoty na bereste 
(iz raskopok 1997-2000 godov), Moscow, Russkie slovari, 2004, 
pp. 164-182. For a critical survey, see: V. P. Stepanenko, “Olisej 
Grechin mezhdu Novgorodom i Askalonom”, in Novgorodskaya 
zemlya-Ural-Zapadnaya Sibir’ v istoriko-kul’turnom i dukhovnom 
nasledii, B. B. Ovchinnikova (ed.), Problemy istorii Rossii, 8, Ekaterin-
burg, Bank of Cultural Information, 2009, vol. 1, pp. 224-233.
22. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6684, 6688, 6697, 6711, 6714], 
pp. 35, 36, 39, 45, 50, 224, 226, 228, 230, 246; The Chronicle 
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Vnezd / Внезд 1191 – son of Nesda, and brother of 
Miroslav 23

Miroslav / Мирослав † 1205 – son of Nesda, posadnik 
of Novgorod in 1189-1203, member of boyar’s family 
in Lyudin konets 24

8th generation:
Ivanko / Иванко † 1238 – son of Dmitr, posadnik of 
Novgorod in 1220-1229 25

Tverdislav / Твердислав 1206-† 1243 – son of 
Mikhalko, and brother of Feodr, posadnik of Novgorod, 
member of boyar’s family from Prusskaya Street 26

Feodr / Феодор – son of Mikhail, and brother of 
Tver dislav, posadnik of Novgorod (?) 27

Dmitr / Дмитр † 1207 – son of Miroslav, posadnik of 
Novgorod in 1205-1207, member of boyar’s family in 
Lyudin konets 28

Boris / Борис 1208 – son of Miroslav, boyar of 
Novgorod 29

of Novgorod, pp. 29, 30, 34, 43, 48; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posad-
niki, pp. 152-154 159-162 164-166.
23. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6699, 6737, 6738, 6739], 
pp. 39, 230, The Chronicle of Novgorod, p. 35. It’s not excluded 
that the same person was the posadnik of Novgorod in 1229-1230. 
Cf. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6737, 6738, 6739], pp. 68-71, 
274, 276-278, 280; The Chronicle of Novgorod, pp. 72, 77; 
V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, pp. 198-200.
24. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6697, 6703, 6704, 6705, 6707, 
6711], pp. 39, 42-45, 230, 235-238; The Chronicle of Novgorod, 
pp. 34, 38, 39, 40, 41, 43; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, 
pp. 159-163, 170-173.
25. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6728, 6734, 6735, 6737, 6746], 
pp. 60, 64, 65, 66, 76 262, 268, 269, 271, 274, 288; The Chronicle 
of Novgorod, pp. 62, 68, 72, 83; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, 
pp. 193-195.
26. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6714, 6717, 6719, 6722, 6723, 
6724, 6726, 6727, 6728, 6732], pp. 50-54, 57-60, 63, 247-249, 
251, 253, 257-262, 267; The Chronicle of Novgorod, pp. 48, 51, 53, 
54, 57, 60, 61, 62; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, pp. 183-191.
27. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6727, 6732], p. 59, 61, 63, 260, 
264, 267; The Chronicle of Novgorod, p. 61, 64; V. L. Yanin, Novgo-
rodskie posadniki, p. 168, 188, 194.
28. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6713, 6717=1207], pp. 50, 51, 
246, 248; The Chronicle of Novgorod, pp. 48, 49; V. L. Yanin, Novgo-
rodskie posadniki, pp. 162-166.
29. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6716], pp. 50, 247; The Chro-
nicle of Novgorod, p. 49.

9th generation:
Stepan / Степан † 1243 – son of Tverdislav, posadnik of 
Novgorod in 1230 30 
Mikhail / Михаил † 1268 – son of Feodr, posadnik 
of Ladoga (before 1257), posadnik of Novgorod (since 
1257) 31

Semen / Семен † 1230 – son of Boris, brother of Gleb, 
posadnik in Novgorod in 1219, member of boyar’s family 
from Slavno konets 32

Gleb / Глеб † 1238 – son of Boris, brother of Semen, 
member of boyar’s family from Slavno konets 33

10th generation:
Mikhalko / Михалко 1255-1256 – son of Stepan, 
posadnik of Novgorod 34

Semen / Семен 1273-† 1288 – son of Mikhail, posadnik 
of Ladoga, posadnik of Novgorod 1280-1286 35

11th generation:
Matfej / Матфей 1291 – son of Semen, posadnik of 
Ladoga, member of boyar’s family from Slavno konets 36 

30. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6723, 6738, 6750], pp. 54, 70, 
79, 253, 276, 278, 297; The Chronicle of Novgorod, pp. 54, 75, 88; 
V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, pp. 199-201.
31. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6765, 6772, 6776], pp. 82, 
84-87, 309, 313, 315, 316, 318; The Chronicle of Novgorod, pp. 95, 
99, 101, 103; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, pp. 213-215.
32. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6723, 6727, 6732, 6738, 6746], 
pp. 54, 59, 63, 69, 70, 74, 253, 260, 267, 276-278; The Chronicle 
of Novgorod, pp. 54, 61, 74, 81; V. L. Yanin, Novgorodskie posadniki, 
pp. 187, 188, 199, 200.
33. Novgorodskaya pervaya letopis’, [6737, 6740, 6746], pp. 71, 72, 
76, 280, 281, 288; The Chronicle of Novgorod, pp. 73, 77, 83.
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