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THE SWING PRINCIPLE IN SCIENCE
AND INNOVATIONS: BETWEEN RADICAL
MODERNISATION AND MAINTAINING
THE STATUS QUO

Andrei Laurukhin

Summary

In spite of the “Lukashenko ultimatum”1 given to Belarusian science at the end
of 2011, the status quo was still maintained and promised reforms were stalled.
Attempts to initiate “internal competition” between academic and university
science ran into obstacles due to the inertia of the former and inactivity of the
latter.
The announced transformation of the funding structure and the increased actual
costs for financing scientific, technical, and innovation activity did not change
the long�standing trend of science being chronically underfunded. The key
problem of linking science with business and industry was still not resolved.
Apart from some minor improvements to the situation regarding postgraduates
in several disciplines, the general trend of downsizing and ageing of scientific
staff continued.
Positive results during the year included: improved research intensity figures
(up from 0.7% in 2011 to 1% in 2012); Belarus’ rising international ratings
(from 52nd to 45th place, according to the Knowledge Index; from 73rd to 59th

place, according to the Knowledge Economic Index; and 6th place worldwide
for the number of patent applications filed); and various successes in the
information technology field.

Trends:

• Drafting of non�standard laws and legislation on science and innovation
which do not conform to international requirements;

• Reduced state expenditure on research and development in the GDP, as well
as reduced internal spending on research and development in the higher
education sector;

• Spending on technological innovation is shifting from the state budget to
enterprises’ own funds, credits and loans;

• Stalling of structural reforms to the scientific sector, and slowed innovation
development.
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• Deformation of the qualification and age structure, increasing the risk of
unbalancing the entire mechanism for renewing staff in Belarusian science;

• Marginalisation of social and humanitarian sciences.

Drafting of laws and legislation on science
and innovation: one step forward, two steps back
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Funding for science and innovation:
shifting from the state budget to credits and loans
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