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Preface

This book was prepared within the MGIMO University the Center for
Comprehensive Chinese Studies and Regional Projects (Moscow, the
Russian Federation). All three authors are working there in their capacities
of a director (full time) and research leads (part time), all participated in a
series of discussions and roundtables of the Russian academic and analyt-
ical community organized under the auspices of the Centre with a benefit
to absorb knowledge from sinologists of various generations. Some of
these discussions were on invitation only, some based on an open registra-
tion’s bases bringing more than 70 participants and more than 50 presen-
ters to discuss the book, published in October 2019: Model� pazviti�
covpemennogo Kita�: ocenki, dickyccii, ppognozy [China’s Devel-
opment Model: Appraisals, Discussions, Prognostications]/Pod ped.
A.D. Bockpecenckogo. M.: MGIMO Univepcitet/Ctpategiqeckie
izyckani�; Moscow: MGIMO University: Strategic Studies Publishing
House, 2019. Some of these discussions were published on open
access base in the peer-reviewed academic journal “Comparative Poli-
tics Russia” (www.comparativepolitics.org). The mentioned Russian book,
which happened to become the most comprehensive study of contem-
porary China in Russian presented by Russian and Chinese authors
of four generations, other discussions and roundtables at MGIMO
helped greatly to define the theme and the scope of this short book.
Authors are grateful for all roundtables’ participants for their stimulating
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vi PREFACE

intellectual interventions concerning contemporary China and its model
of development.

This is worth mentioning because the Center for Comprehensive
Chinese Studies and Regional Projects is a new venture within the
MGIMO university structures dedicated to deep integrated research on
relatively specific issue of a comprehensive nature: IR/Politics in relation-
ship to China, China’s changing place in the world, Chinese and other
regional projects in comparative perspectives, with special focus on Asia
and Eurasia.

Main directions of the Center’s academic activities are as follows:

• The Chinese model of development, its key political, economic and
social characteristics, strengths and weaknesses;

• Transformation of the political system of the Peoples Republic of
China (PRC), including the mechanism of elites’ rotation, changes
in power equilibrium, ideological and political struggle;

• Domestic policy, correction of the political course, economic and
social policy of the PRC;

• China’s civilizational foundations, ideological archetypes of the
Chinese civilization, the current ideology of the contemporary
Chinese state in its different territorial manifestations;

• National policy, interethnic relations, religions and religious policy
of the PRC;

• Foreign policy and international strategy of the PRC, its changing
place in global structures, relations with other world powers and
world regions, and its participation in integration, cross-border,
regional, and transregional processes;

• China’s successful and unsuccessful experience in realization of state
programs of regional development in comparative perspective;

• Strategy and practice of finding the right balance between region-
alism, globalization, and transregionalism in the Chinese develop-
mental model;

• The Chinese model of regionalism, China’s vision of the world
system’s architecture;

• Transformation of the global order, the Chinese model of the
regional order and other regional orders;

• Integration processes, and key Eurasian and Chinese regional and
interregional projects in comparative perspective;
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• International relations in Asia and their China-centric/non-China-
centric interpretation;

• Regional models of economic integration, security problems, main
trends and models of development, cross-civilization interactions,
and transformations of the regional order in Asia;

• Cooperation and conflict between key actors in Eurasia, and forma-
tion of the system of macro-regional interaction;

• Russia’s role in Eurasia and Asia, Russia’s policy on these direc-
tions, its potential for and risks of participation in transregional and
regional projects;

• Russia-China relations.

The ability of the Center to attract an attention not only of the special-
ists on China but also of a broader circle of academics, analysts, journal-
ists in global matters, IR, economics, history, human geography, politics,
sociology, military, and regional studies reflects a new trend that is still
difficult to accept for many—China is not only going global but influ-
ences all facets of our life everywhere notwithstanding the character of
these influences. So, we need to understand all consequences of China’s
developments, understand adequately China’s reflections on what is going
on in the world as well as trying to analyze how to incorporate these
perceptions in our own policies toward China. If it is done from all sides
adequately and without malign perceptions, it will be possible to improve
our world in which we are living now. This was the main lesson that
we took from our discussions concerning China. However, instead of
collaborating some countries, allegedly the most powerful ones, including
certainly both the USA and China, chose rhetorical battles with difficultly
appeasing consequences and not too much real cooperation. So, collec-
tive leadership and global governance is still a distant option. How these
developments will affect foreign policy and attitudes toward globalization?
We tried to reflect at least some of these issues pertaining to our subject
of interest in this short book. However, only readers can judge to what
extent we are successful in our endeavor.

Initially, the introduction of the text (Chapter 1) was drafted by me, the
second chapter by Mikhail Karpov, the third—by Vasily Kashin. The last
chapter and the conclusion also by me. However, while going through
editing and having further discussions with my colleagues I came to a

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-15-6271-6_1
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conclusion that we, as the authors, moved to the stage of the joint author-
ship to a higher extent than I thought it could be possible at the beginning
of our project. Thus, this joint authorship is reflected on the cover page
of the book.

Moscow, Russia Alexei D. Voskressenski
Director and Editor



Praise forChina’s Infinite Transition
and its Limits

“China’s Infinite Transition and its Limits tackles the issue of
China’s unfinished transitions from bureaucratic socialism toward market
economy, and from agriculture to industrialized economy. The volume
challenges conventional assumptions of China incrementally advancing
toward market reforms. Instead, it argues that the Chinese party-state,
by maintaining a tight grip, produces an economy that is neither centrally
planned nor market-driven. The volume expertly reveals the mechanisms,
institutions and instruments that are driving China’s economic, political,
and military rise.”

—Gaye Christoffersen, Professor, Johns Hopkins University, SAIS,
Nanjing Center

“Hova� ctadi� �konomiqeckix pefopm v Kitae zatponet vce
ctopony kita�cko� �izni. Ba�no, qtoby pefopmy ne navpedili
l�d�m i okpy�a�we� ix cpede, dali l�d�m ppiemlemye yclovi�
cywectvovani� i blagopolyqie. Bot ckpytoe poclanie �to� knigi.”

—Covetnik Pocci�cko� Akademii Hayk, akademik Bladimip
M�cnikov
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“A new stage of economic reform in China covers all aspects of China’s
life. It is important that they do not harm people and the environment,
provide the people of China with decent living conditions and prosperity.
This is the hidden message of this book.”

—Vladimir S. Myasnikov, Advisor to the Russian Academy of Sciences,
Academician

“A unique and indispensable resource for those who want to under-
stand the conundrum of the Chinese party’s vitality. The authors have
written an excellent guide for those exploring the mechanisms, institu-
tions, and instruments of the Chinese economic and military develop-
ment. The book’s coverage is comprehensive and provides an excellent
blend of economic and geopolitical arguments.”

—Csaba Moldicz, Head of Research, Oriental Business and Innovation
Center, Budapest Business School

“This book is a fundamental reading for anyone who wants to understand
the internal strengths and imperfections of Chinese political and economic
system – the country that has changed the global balance of power and
opened the new age of the international politics. It deserves wider and
deeper practical attention as one of the most significant contributions to
the systematic study of China and its role in the international politics.”

—Timofei Bordachev, “Valdai” Club Program Director

“中国是世界的中国,世界是中国的世界。“中国模式”的形成得益于世界发
展的优秀经验,同时“中国模式”又将为世界发展注入新活力。这本书为您
了解中国和世界之间复杂 而又有趣的互动打开了视野”

—王晨星,中国俄罗斯东欧中亚学会副秘书长

“China is the world’s China, and the world is China’s world. Forma-
tion of ‘China Model’ benefits from the excellent experience of world’s
development. At the same time, ‘China Model’ inject new vitality into
world development. This book opens your eyes to watch complicated and
fascinating interaction between China and the world.”
—Dr. WANG Chenxing, Deputy-Secretary General, Chinese Association of

Russian, East European and Central Asian Studies



PRAISE FOR CHINA’S INFINITE TRANSITION AND ITS LIMITS xi

“The global outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19) in 2020 is creating a
long-term impact on China’s changing role in global governance. China
is at the centre of a global story that is affecting everybody’s life and every
country’s development. China has everything of it–the starting point of
the outbreak, the largest number of victims, the largest scale of urban
lockdown, and the export of medical aid and experiences to 82 coun-
tries. Never has the world felt so deeply that without China, the global
supply chain is broken that business and life around the world will be
difficult to keep running. This book discusses the political formulation
of the new Chinese narrative on global matters through three dimen-
sions: economic, military and political. It analyses how the new narrative is
going to reshape China’s engagement with global governance and global
governance itself.”
—Walter LEE Wan Fai, Assistant Professor, Programme Leader for Global

and China Studies, Research Fellow, Public and Social Policy Research
Centre, School of Arts and Social Sciences, The Open University of Hong

Kong

“The authors make an important case that China has become a global
military power by developing an indigenous capacity for growth and inno-
vation and by learning from others. In particular, China has learned from
Russia how to cooperate in defense areas and how not to reform the
economy.”

—Andrei P. Tsygankov, International Relations & Political Science,
San Francisco State University, http://online.sfsu.edu/andrei/ and

author, Russia and America, available at: http://politybooks.com/boo
kdetail/?isbn=9781509531134

“This edited volume addresses a key question: what were the mecha-
nisms that enabled China to survive the demise of most of the Commu-
nist bloc and negotiate a path in a dramatically altered geopolitical
setting? The authors examine the economic, military, and political conse-
quences of what they contend is an “infinite” transition that necessitates
the continued predominant role of the Chinese Communist Party. This
monograph is a welcome contribution to the scholarly literature on the
Chinese transition, all the more so because its Russian contributors not
only have a deep-seated knowledge of China, but the capability to provide

http://online.sfsu.edu/andrei/
http://politybooks.com/bookdetail/?isbn=9781509531134
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a comparative assessment of Chinese performance that evaluates it in the
context of the post-Communist world.”
—Jeanne Wilson, Emeritus Professor of Political Science, Wheaton College
and Research Associate, Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies,

Harvard University

“China’s internal modernization and transformation since the end of the
Cold War has also led to major global changes. Not surprisingly, Chinese
phenomenal transition continues to attract close attention of the global
academic community. In this book, Alexei Voskressenski, Mikhail Karpov
and Vasily Kashin seek to answer many important and complex ques-
tions in reference to China’s Infinite Transition and its Limits in the
economic, military and state fields. The authors present a new perspec-
tive on the uncertain, unexpected and unprecedented transformation of
the existing system and designate such a process as incremental and infi-
nite. The book is a solid and original contribution of well-known Russian
Chinese scholars and will be very valuable for students and academics of
international relations.”

—Aigul Kulnazarova, Professor of International Relations, Tama
University, Japan

“Professor Alexei Voskressenski is a famous Sinologist in Russia and even
the world. His research on China is a perfect combination of historical
depth and international relations theory. This new book, “China’s Infi-
nite Transition and its Limits: Economic, Military and Political Dimen-
sions,” summarizes China’s 40-plus years of contemporary history from
three perspectives: economic reform, military modernization and the
political system. The “Infinite Transition” proposed in the book is a
thought-provoking concept, which involves great theoretical and prac-
tical consequences. I believe this book will cause readers to think more:
Will China’s transformation be unlimited, and what are the criteria for
success or failure? How is China’s international identity changing and
what does China’s military modernization mean for the world? The book
provides readers with some important thinking clues, and the final conclu-
sion should be verified in the practice of China’s transformation and the
interaction between China and the World System.”
—Feng Yujun, Professor, Deputy Dean, Institute of International Studies,
Director, Center for Russian and Central Asia Studies, Fudan University
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“This book is a deep and comprehensive analysis in ace features of Chinese
geosocial model that let country combine opposite qualities of market and
strict order in economy and society. Last-mentioned parameters are undi-
vided from its eternal cultural code and the former is a pragmatic response
to challenges that were hurting China more than a century before its acci-
dental success. It was rather ambitious task to tie all rays of Chinese diverse
geosocial parameters in a concrete picture through Integrated Regional
Studies approach as authors managed to perform successfully.”

—Vadim Makarenko, Head, Department of Theory of Regional Studies,
Moscow State Linguistic University

“This admirable book invites us to a lucid exploration of the unique
Chinese model of development which incorporates the party-state
monopoly and market reforms. This book belongs on the must-read list
of those who are eager to know some of the contemporary problems and
issues about China’s path and its future challenges.”

—Jui-Ling Hsieh, PhD Candidate, Department of Political Science,
National Taiwan University

“China’s Infinite Transition and its Limits: Economic, Military and
Political Dimensions focuses on China’s combined strategy of linking
economic growth and military reinforcement with increased political
stability and global influence. The strategy is in a perpetual state of transi-
tion and accommodation, which alternates and blends phases of openness,
reform, control and restrictions. The Chinese model of development has
fascinated several western scholars who have celebrated it as an alternative
trail for developing countries to achieve modernization. However, this
delicate balance of market economy and authoritarian regime is under-
mined by several internal and external challenges that CCP leaders are
called to face in the next years.

Alexei Voskressenski’s new book explores the mechanisms, institutions
and instruments that have helped China to achieve its present leading
position in the global market and to affirm itself as military and nuclear
power.”

—Luisa Maria Paternicò 陆陆商商隐隐 (PhD), Associate Professor, Chinese
Language and Literature (L-OR/21), “L’Orientale” University of Naples,

Palazzo Corigliano, Piazza San Domenico Maggiore 12, Napoli



xiv PRAISE FOR CHINA’S INFINITE TRANSITION AND ITS LIMITS

https://unior.academia.edu/LuisaMPaternic%C3%B2
http://docenti.unior.it/index2.php?user_id=lmpaternico&content_id_s
tart=1&parLingua=ITA

“China has been an enigma for non-Chinese. People from different coun-
tries view China differently. Even experts differ intensely when it comes to
decipher Chinese policies, goals and motivations. Alexei Voskressenski and
his co-authors have been able to provide the key to unravel that enigma
in a short book/monograph.”

—Prof. Chintamani Mahapatra, Professor at School of International
Studies and Rector, Jawaharlal Nehru University

“China is the most ancient polity in contemporary world. Social mecha-
nisms of its continuity and change has always been in the focus of sinol-
ogists and political analysts. How these mechanisms are manifested under
new political and generational context? Current political cycle in contem-
porary China, started since 2012, with Xi Jinping ascending to supreme
power, gives a big room for thought in this sense. Given the unextri-
cable links and functional wholeness of the economic, political and mili-
tary realms in Chinese society, the monography analyses all three from the
perspective of incremental transition and modernization. In the economic
field the authors are correct to conclude, that ‘Chinese ‘transition to
market’ looks ‘infinite’, with reforms each time apparently embracing
new and deeper layers, while conclusive systemic transformation remains
unachieved.’ In the military realm, the contributors are arriving to the
conclusion, that China’s modern military power, which is being created
through the process of economic reforms, is much different from the mili-
taries which were built during the previous period of the PRC history
as well as any previous Chinese states. Building a largely expeditionary
military, which has protection of China’s overseas interests is consid-
ered to be PLA’s primary mission nowadays. With advances in military
technology being the pivotal factor, the monography assesses various
facets of this process. Those facets include growing potential for indige-
nous innovation, intellectual property rights violations, procurement of
defense technology from various sources (especially Russia) and economic
and scientific cooperation with the Western Countries. Political block of
the monography is rich with facts, which are posed in the robust and
convincing analytical framework. In this part of the monography the anal-
ysed is focused on the Xi Jinping’s ascending evolution to the position of

https://unior.academia.edu/LuisaMPaternic%C3%B2
http://docenti.unior.it/index2.php?user_id=lmpaternico&amp;content_id_start=1&amp;parLingua=ITA
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the overwhelming leadership in the party and the state, the key motiva-
tions and the main beneficiaries of the new cadre policy, the main trends
and characteristics of the Chinese political system with Xi Jinping as a
‘core of China leadership’.

The book, with the contribution of the leading Russian experts of
the field, is a ‘must’ reading for those, who are looking for the profes-
sional, unbiased and up-to-date analysis of the facts and processes in
contemporary China in political, economic and military spheres.”

—Sergei Troush, Senior Research Fellow, Institute of the USA and
Canada Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences

“Anyone concerned about the China challenge needs to understand its
unique development model, and no one has offered a better analysis of it
than these three China scholars from the Higher School of Economics and
MGIMO. In this short, insightful book, they trace Communist China’s
rise as a great power through an interlocking set of economic, political,
and military reforms. Their assessment of China’s mounting global ambi-
tions, including “a leap to parity” with the United States and Russia in
the nuclear realm, is sobering indeed.”

—Thomas Graham, Distinguished Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations

“China’s all-round development in the past four decades entices the quest
for the China model. This is a problematic approach, though. China’s
Infinite Transition and Its Limits tells us how and why the Leninist Party-
state is key to understanding China’s path but only after we appreciates
its capacity for allowing everything afloat.”

—Chih-yu Shih, Distinguished Professor of Political Science at National
Taiwan University

“China’s Infinite Transition and its Limits provides the reader with a
substantive introduction to modern trends in the development of China.
Authors focus on mechanisms, institutions and instruments that helped
the Chinese government to modernize economic, political and military
dimensions of previously poor state with enormous population and several
unsuccessful historical attempts to modernize itself. This well-written
book will be interesting to anyone who wants to understand modern
China.”
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—Valeri Ledyaev, PhD (The University of Manchester, Government),
Professor of Politics, National Research University Higher School of

Economics, Moscow, Russia

“Central to many international security questions is the rise of China
and the debate around limits and constraints for Beijing’s ‘infinite’ tran-
sition. Voskressenski’s book is a crucial read for any scholar or practi-
tioner working in the international political and security sphere. Charting
Beijing’s economic reform and the implications this has had on processes
of military modernization, Voskressenski crafts a solid intellectual basis to
then question limits to continuity and change in China’s seemingly infi-
nite transition process. Voskressenski sheds light on a matter of significant
interest to the international community: how long can Beijing continue
along its path of infinite reform in the economic and political sectors?
Whilst this has paid dividends in the form of modernizing Chinese mili-
tary might – placing Beijing on track for potential great powerdom,
Voskressenski unpacks the micro-forces responsible and assesses just how
‘future proof’ China’s infinite reform and transformation processes really
are.”

—Dr Elizabeth Buchanan, Lecturer in Strategic Studies, Deakin
University, Australia.

“«China’s Infinite Transition and its Limits: Economic, Military and
Political Dimensions» offers a very impressive and novel contribution
to academic research on the specifics of the globally influential Chinese
model of modernization under the stable authoritarian political regime.
This contribution is important for the general field of comparative poli-
tics as well, especially taking the current global authoritarian surge.
Three well known Russian scholars of Chinese domestic and international
affairs focus on major aspects of economic reform patterns, technolog-
ical and military modernization and almost perpetual political transfor-
mations in one of the leading international actors under the preservation
of the state-party system which may be quite useful for the blossoming
academic field of comparative authoritarianism. The political and academic
insights provided by the presented research become of special importance
within the context of today’s new challenges and threats, including global
destabilization and declining institutes of global governance.”

—Andrei Melville, Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences, National Research
University Higher School of Economics, Russia
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“This is a very interesting read for an Australian public interested in poli-
tics. The authors of the book explore China’s unique social-economic
and political development and its global role in the world economy. The
book is of particular relevance to Australian readers due to China having
a great influence in Asia-Pacific region and also because of its being
Australia’s main trading partner. The book can provide invaluable insights
for Australian businessmen and manufacturers interested to enter Chinese
business market and establish business dealings with Chinese business
entities. It is also particularly relevant in the light of recent global outbreak
of COVID-19, which while being disruptive to the nations and estab-
lished supply chains also raises awareness of importance of cooperation
between the countries in all levels. A must read!”

—Uliana Deligiorgis, Lawyer, Sydney, Australia
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