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Sergey Yevgenievich, today the African di-
rection occupies a special place in Rus-
sia's foreign policy. Moscow, as the capi-
tal of the state, also demonstrates a high 
interest in cooperation with partners in 

Africa. How and when did this interest arise?

Unlike Western countries, Russia has never pursued 
a colonial policy aimed at ruthlessly exploiting the 
population and natural resources of African coun-
tries. This is clearly seen in the example of the USSR, 
which provided them with military-technical, mate-
rial, humanitarian and diplomatic assistance in the 
struggle for independence and sovereignty. Over 
the post-war decades, hundreds of thousands of stu-
dents from the poorest continent were educated in 

MOSCOW OFFERS  
THE BEST

Sergey CHEREMIN,  Minister of the Government of Moscow, Head of the 
Department for Foreign Economic and International Relations 
of the City of Moscow

On the eve of the Russia–Africa Summit, 
Sergey Oposhnyansky, General Director of 
National Review, met with Sergey Cheremin, 
Minister of the Moscow Government, Head 
of the Department for Foreign Economic and 
International Relations of Moscow, and asked 
him to answer questions about the directions 
and prospects of cooperation between 
the Russian capital and the countries of the 
African continent.

COOPERATION OF CAPITALS
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our universities. It was the Russian Federation that 
made the unprecedented decision to write off the 
debt of African states, in the amount of more than 
$120 billion.

Today, Africa is attractive for its colossal natural re-
serves and human potential, which make it possible 
to carry out large-scale infrastructural and socio-eco-
nomic projects. Megacities are booming, attracting 
millions of new residents. This dictates the need to 
create a completely new urban environment, with 
modern transport, comfortable living conditions, 
good ecology, and inclusive services in the fields of 
education, healthcare, and security.

Moscow has taken a giant step forward in recent 
years. We receive the highest ratings for the devel-
opment of transport infrastructure and the social 
sphere, and the introduction of digital technologies. 
Our experience is in great demand by urban agglom-
erations in Africa, so there is great potential for co-
operation. For example, during the Days of Moscow 
in Algiers in March this year, a Memorandum of Co-
operation between the two capitals, for 2023-2025, 
was signed for the first time. It involves the exchange 
of experience in the fields of urban planning, mod-
ernization of transport infrastructure, and the use of 
digital technologies in urban processes, as well as 
cooperation in the fields of health, education, the 
preservation of historical and cultural values, and the 
development of tourism. 

"Russia has been and remains a strategic partner of 
Algeria. Our countries are connected by long-term 
friendship and mutually beneficial cooperation," 
said Abdennur Rabekhi, governor of the capital, at a 
meeting with the Moscow delegation. "The possibil-
ities of implementing the most important infrastruc-
ture projects and using Moscow's best practices in 
key municipal sectors are of particular interest to us."

On the African continent, where more than one and 
a half billion people live, there is an active process 
of urbanization. Many African cities see Moscow as 
an example of the harmonious implementation of 
modern technological approaches, and this is not 
surprising – the Russian capital is an ultra-modern 
city, where all spheres of management are well set 
up. We can be rightfully proud of excellent trans-
port, logistics solutions, and advanced technolo-
gies in the fields of urban economy, IT, healthcare 
and education. This is huge export potential for our 
companies.

With which countries is cooperation developing 
most successfully?

In recent years, relationships have been established 
between Moscow and Morocco, Algeria, Egypt, Tu-

nisia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethio-
pia, Mozambique, South Africa, and the Republic of 
Rwanda. I am sure that this list will continue to grow. 
We plan to organize business missions to Angola, 
Tanzania, and Nigeria.

In what areas is interaction developing most rap-
idly?

First of all, I would like to highlight trade and eco-
nomic agreements. The time of challenges dictates 
its own conditions: we are in search of new partners, 
markets and logistics opportunities. Increased inter-
est in the African direction is shown not only by state 
leaders and government officials, but also by the 
business community. Moscow products are supplied 
to 49 African countries. The direction is promising 
because the African continent will be the leader of 
world consumption: according to experts, by 2030 
the population of African countries will increase to 
1.8 billion people, and by 2050 it may reach 2.4 bil-
lion people. We provide comprehensive support to 
city companies wishing to declare their presence on 
the African continent. This includes, among other 
things, the promotion of products to the markets of 
African countries, financing participation in industry 
exhibitions, and organizing business missions. The 
round table meeting "Directions for the Development 
of Trade and Economic Cooperation between Rus-
sia and Africa" was held by the Moscow Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. Experts have unanimously 
expressed the opinion that it is necessary to create 
trading houses for a permanent presence in key Af-
rican countries.

What goods from Moscow are in demand in African 
markets?

Most of the capital's exports to Africa are industrial 
products. Moscow enterprises export radio naviga-
tion instruments, measuring equipment, and engi-
neering products.

African governments have set themselves the task 
of improving the quality of life of the population, 
so there are requests for the purchase of medical 
equipment. For example, Morocco needs to pur-
chase X-ray machines for patient screening, and 
the supply of equipment by the Moscow company 
Amico has been established. There is active pro-
motion of Russian vaccines against poliomyelitis, 
yellow fever, hemorrhagic fever, and other danger-
ous diseases.

In June 2023, the Moscow Government took part in 
Africa Health ExCon 2023, one of the largest exhi-
bitions in the field of healthcare, which was held in 
Cairo. A collective Moscow stand brought togeth-
er 15 research organizations and companies in the 
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medical industry. Members of the Moscow delega-
tion visited clinics specializing in innovative methods 
of treatment, as there is also a lot to learn from our 
African partners.

Our agro-industrial complex is also successfully 
showing itself. After a break, the supply to Benin of 
poultry by-products and meat was resumed. The cap-
ital's ice cream producers export it to Nigeria and the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Chocolate from 
Moscow factories is very popular in Libya.

African states are interested not only in Russian 
goods, but also in services, especially in the field of 
education. In the 2022–2023 academic year, more 
than 20 thousand students from Africa were study-
ing at Moscow universities. I would like to note a 
landmark event: the name of Patrice Lumumba, an 
outstanding fighter against colonialism, was recently 
returned to the Peoples' Friendship University of Rus-
sia. This symbolic act reflects the recognition of the 
priority of our cooperation with Africa.

What is the place of cultural cooperation programs 
with Africa in Moscow's policy?

We have extensive experience in holding events 
dedicated to foreign countries - India, Thailand, In-
donesia, Latin America. I think now is the best time 
to demonstrate the customs and traditions of African 
countries to a wide audience within the framework of 
thematic festivals and forums. On the part of Musco-
vites, there is demand for acquaintance with authen-
tic African culture and unusual African cuisine. By the 
way, the guests of national festivals then enthusiasti-
cally talk about their stereotypes that were destroyed 
in one day in relation to a particular people or state.

There are many plans. The Moscow Government will 
continue to actively work on the implementation of 
projects that benefit both Muscovites and residents 
of the largest metropolitan areas in Africa. At present, 
the Moscow Government has reached agreements 
on the development of cultural ties with the mayors’ 
offices of Johannesburg, Algiers, and a number of 
other major cities on the continent.

This year you had a lot of foreign business trips, in-
cluding to Africa. What do you particularly remem-
ber?

I will highlight, perhaps, a trip to the People's Dem-
ocratic Republic of Algeria in March 2023. We had 
fruitful negotiations with the authorities of the capi-
tal, with the Secretary General of the Ministry of In-
ternal Affairs, local self-government bodies and the 
development of the territory of Algeria, A. Hamimid, 
the Minister of Industry A. Zagdar, and the Minister of 
Culture S. Mouludji. The Russian delegation included 

representatives of large companies – Mosinzhproekt, 
Transmashholding, Intermobility, Rosatom, etc. Im-
portant infrastructure projects were discussed: about 
the construction of a new railway station, a light sur-
face metro, the expansion of the city tram network, 
the localization of the production of Russian diesel 
locomotives, the supply of housing and communal 
equipment, information technology, the organization 
of recycling and disposal of waste, the reclamation 
of landfills. As part of the cultural program, a perfor-
mance of the Moscow State Academic Dance The-
ater "Gzhel" took place, which was enthusiastically 
greeted by the audience.

In June 2023, in one of the squares in the center of 
Moscow next to the Institute of African Studies of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences, a solemn event was 
held in the presence of the President of Algeria ded-
icated to naming this place after the national hero of 
Algeria, Abd al-Qadir.

Are there any difficulties in cooperation with Afri-
can countries?

Of course any entrepreneur, even a very experi-
enced one, is alarmed by novelty. Sometimes it is 
not easy to get out of the so-called comfort zone, 
and in this case, to reorient from the usual Europe-
an markets to the African direction. There is a lack 
of knowledge and information. There are problems 
with making payments. It is not always clear in which 
currency to pay – access to the dollar is limited, 
and national means of payment do not inspire con-
fidence. However, I think we will soon be able to 
overcome these difficulties. It will require the con-
solidated work of the government and the business 
community; we need to search for compromises 
and solutions to problems. Logistics is built in dif-
ferent ways: it is easier to deliver goods from Russia 
to North and West Africa, but it is more difficult to 
trade with the South and East. The political pressure 
of the West on the governments of African states 
should not be underestimated. But we are looking 
ahead with optimism. I am confident that the hold-
ing of large-scale events, such as the Russia–Africa 
Summit, will ensure the progressive development of 
Russian-African relations.

What personally "hooked" you on Africa?

Usually, when we talk about Africa, we consider it as 
a single space. However, there are 54 states on this 
continent, where hundreds of nationalities and eth-
nic groups live. Such a variety of cultures, languages, 
and religions is truly fascinating. And the awareness 
of the tragic colonial past of the African population, 
as well as the inexhaustible desire of the people of 
Africa to live and create, to be free and independent, 
touches the depths of the soul ■
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СОТРУДНИЧЕСТВО
РАСШИРЯЕТСЯ 
И НАБИРАЕТ ТЕМП 

The "reset" of Russian-African relations 
began after the first Russia–Africa sum-
mit, unprecedented in the history of our 
country and the African continent, held 
in October 2019 in Sochi. It was attend-

ed by representatives of all 54 African countries 
of the continent, 45 of which were at the level of 
heads of state and government, as well as by the 
heads of executive bodies of 8 regional organi-
zations. The Economic Forum, organized on the 
sidelines of the summit, was attended by over 
6,000 participants.

The development of relations with African coun-
tries has been defined by the leadership of our 
country as one of the most important tasks of Rus-
sian foreign policy – and this is entirely justified, 
since in the context of the emerging new world 
order, the importance of the African macro-region 
in the system of international relations is rapidly 
increasing. Another factor is also important: de-
spite the enormous pressure from the West, the 
conscious decision of Africans in favor of devel-
oping long-term relations with Russia confirms the 
reputation of our country, which has been tested 

for decades, as a reliable partner of the continent. 
In different parts of Africa, the role of the USSR 
in the national liberation movement, its decisive 
contributions to the formation of statehood, the 
economy, and combat-ready armed forces, are 
well remembered. Russia in Africa is deserved-
ly respected and can count on the expansion of 
multifaceted and equal cooperation.

The above-mentioned unprecedented sanctions 
pressure, and the information war unleashed 
against our country by the United States and its 
satellites, can slow down, but not change the 
trend towards the development of our coopera-
tion – and are not able to prevent it from being 
filled with the current substantive agenda. This 
can be confirmed by the fact that the vector of 
comprehensive development of relations follow-
ing the results of the first Russia-Africa summit 
was maintained even in the face of large-scale 
restrictions in connection with the COVID-19 pan-
demic. So, by the end of 2021, it was possible to 
compensate for the drop in Russian-African trade 
caused by the pandemic and return to the level of 
2019: $17 billion. 

COOPERATION WILL
EXPAND AND GAIN 
MOMENTUM

Oleg OZEROV,  Ambassador-at-Large of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation, Head of the Secretariat of the Russia–Africa Partnership Forum

High-level contacts between Russia and African countries, with the 
participation of heads of state, government agencies, business, and 
public organizations, are becoming a regular practice. The second 
Russia–Africa Summit and Economic Forum will be held in St Petersburg. 
What has been done on the African agenda since the previous meeting, 
and what significant results can be noted in this area? At our request, 
this and other questions are answered by Ambassador-at-Large of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, Head of the 
Secretariat of the Russia–Africa Partnership Forum, Oleg Ozerov

POLITICS AND DIPLOMACY
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New formats and directions for our joint efforts 
with Africans are now being created. Among the 
promising areas are energy, oil and gas, transport 
infrastructure, aircraft and automotive, computer 
and telecommunication technologies, and agricul-
ture. In Africa, markets for Russian non-resource 
and non-energy exports are expanding, followed 
by a growing demand for various services. And 
here we have something to offer our African 
partners: our country has broad competencies 
that range from agriculture to engineering. Rus-
sian companies are showing increasing interest 
in working in Africa. Among them are exporters 
of agricultural products, fertilizers, engineering 
products, equipment for the mining industry and 
metallurgy – and this list is far from exhaustive. In 
turn, the growing demand in Africa can become a 
catalyst for the diversification of Russian exports 
and the growth of the production of highly pro-
cessed goods. In counterbalance to Western re-
strictions, solutions are being developed related 
to ensuring interstate trade and economic coop-
eration, and reforming our export-import and in-
vestment operations, which will have substantial 
resilience to any form of external pressure.

The issues of establishing specialized mecha-
nisms to assist domestic business to enter the 
markets of the African continent and certify 
Russian goods are currently being translated 
into practice. Progress is noted in the imple-
mentation of the project of the Russian indus-
trial zone in Egypt. The processes have been 
launched for creating an African-oriented leas-
ing company and a comprehensive digital plat-
form for the business community, as well as a 
specialized investment fund for participation 
in financing foreign energy projects, within the 
framework of which the continent has been 
selected as a pilot direction. There has been 
an increase in the number of visits to the con-
tinent by Russian representatives, including 
the head of the Secretariat of the Russia-Africa 
Partnership Forum, as well as events aimed at 
developing Russian-African relations at Rus-
sian international forums – primarily SPIEF, but 
also through the Federation Council, the Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry, United Russia, 
the Institute for African Studies of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, key Russian universities, 
and public organizations.
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One of the dynamically developing areas of our 
policy on the African track is the development 
of relations with the African Union. The gradual 
build-up of efforts in this area of cooperation 
culminated in the signing of memorandums of 
understanding between Russia and the Afri-
can Union, and between the EAEU and the AU 
Commission, at the 2019 Russia–Africa Summit 
in Sochi. The volume of interaction with BRICS 
– in which one of the largest players on the 
continent, South Africa, plays a significant role 
– is increasing. Finally, African countries ac-
count for almost half of the seats in the Gas Ex-
porting Countries Forum and OPEC. Together 
with Africans, we can bring forward an agenda 
in these organizations that includes support for 
domestic consumption, as well as reformatting 
the global hydrocarbon market and existing 
pricing mechanisms.

In addition, tangible progress in the humanitarian 
sphere has been made for Africa. In particular, we 
refer to doubling the quota of state scholarships 
for applicants from Africa, returning the name of 
Patrice Lumumba to the Peoples' Friendship Uni-
versity of Russia, launching the process of form-
ing a comprehensive network of open education 
centers in the Russian language in 28 countries 

of the African continent, and programs in 2023–
2025 to assist African countries in the prevention 
and control of infectious diseases.

Today the Russian Foreign Ministry continues to 
take active steps to build mutually beneficial full-
scale cooperation between our country and Af-
rican states, including with a view to creating a 
reliable social and economic infrastructure, and 
ensuring food, energy and other dimensions of 
security for the countries of the continent. 

In response to the unfriendly actions of Western 
countries which are reducing the number of our 
diplomatic missions, the Russian Foreign Minis-
try has announced its intention to strengthen its 
diplomatic presence on the African continent. 
How are these plans being implemented?

We are actively working on issues related to the 
opening of new embassies and trade missions, 
which are designed to consolidate the develop-
ment of our ties and provide the necessary polit-
ical, diplomatic and expert support for promising 
projects on the continent. We hope that a number 
of our plans will be implemented this year. With-
out the opening of new embassies, it will be more 
difficult to do this.

POLITICS AND DIPLOMACY
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In Africa, in addition to the former colonizing 
countries, other external players are working 
over the long term. What place does Russia oc-
cupy among them? What are the specifics, and 
perhaps the advantages, of Russian policies?

At the moment, Russia can offer something that 
no other leading state or international organiza-
tion is yet able to provide. We are talking most of 
all about our unique opportunities to strengthen 
almost all the components of their national sov-
ereignty.

Today as in the past, African countries can count 
on Moscow as an ally in the fight against mani-
festations of neocolonialism and postcolonialism, 
in solidarity with them in creating self-sufficient 
economic potential, obtaining modern technolo-
gies, and preparing the personnel and scientific 
groundwork necessary for an economic and tech-
nological burst forward. The Russian Federation 
is ready to work in concrete areas, including food 
assistance, the implementation of energy proj-
ects, technology transfer, educational programs, 
and the strengthening of national security.

In the modern world, the very concept of "securi-
ty" has undergone significant changes. If until re-
cently it was almost exclusively about the military 
component of security, now this term includes 
many areas. Russia offers Africa its knowledge in 
strengthening various aspects of the comprehen-
sive security of states. In particular, we are talking 
about ensuring information security, combating 
terrorism, and training specialists for the effective 
work of specialized structures: customs, tax and 
other bodies.

For our African friends, reliance on Russia in a po-
litical sense means, among other things, the op-
portunity to significantly strengthen their position 
as an authoritative participant in the internation-
al legal space. A striking example of this is the 
Syrian Arab Republic, which in close partnership 
with us has preserved its statehood, despite the 
efforts of the West, and is returning to regional 
and global politics. 

Russia began its full-scale return to the continent 
relatively recently, but the pace of our interac-
tion is rapidly gaining speed. The second summit 
in St Petersburg is an important milestone that 
will undoubtedly give a serious impetus to our 
multi-vector cooperation in the long term with our 
African friends.

What initiatives and proposals for African coun-
tries does Russia bring to a new stage in its in-
ternational policy? What are the priorities?

The core idea of the upcoming large-scale 
meeting in the "northern capital" is Russia's 
readiness to contribute in every possible way to 
strengthening the sovereignty of African states. 
It is this message that is relevant to the current 
situation in the world, against the backdrop of 
the West's tough confrontation with those who 
do not intend to fit into its value system and 
neocolonial paradigm.

In a continuation of support for the anti-colonial 
struggle of African peoples, Russia is ready in 
every possible way to continue to help Africa, 
where the USSR's contribution to its liberation 
and independence is well remembered. My 
country firmly supports Africans in their quest 
to complete the decolonization process which 
a number of states are involved in, including 
the smallest ones, such as the Union of the Co-
moros and Mauritius.

Our main difference from the West is that Rus-
sia does not see the countries of the continent 
as the raw material base of its own economy. 
Our interest lies primarily in promoting the 
development of local energy and electricity 
markets, where we have a significant ground-
work, primarily in the field of peaceful nuclear 
energy. This approach is in accordance with 
the interests of many African states, which no 
longer want to remain raw material appendag-
es of the West – and thus would like to use 
their resources for their own development, 
rather than for the replacement of Russian hy-
drocarbons in Western markets (to which they 
are now actively being pushed by Washington 
and its allies).

In addition to the transfer of technologies and 
knowledge, building the potential of the econo-
mies of the macroregion could be contributed to 
by infrastructure projects and by the systematic 
development of the legal and regulatory frame-
work. In this regard, one of the priorities is the 
creation of capacities for processing energy re-
sources for the needs of African countries, includ-
ing for the production of fertilizers. 

As a result of the St. Petersburg summit, it is 
planned to adopt a political declaration and an 
action plan for the period 2023–2026 on the 
main areas of cooperation in politics, economics 
and the humanitarian sphere. These documents 
are designed to set a long-term direction for the 
work of the Russia–Africa Partnership Forum. Fur-
ther, such work will be based on the principles of 
ensuring the sustainable development of African 
states and promoting integration processes on 
the continent. ■
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RUSSIA NEEDS TO SHOW
MORE COURAGE  
IN AFRICA

Irina ABRAMOVA, Director of the Institute of African Studies

"Despite the fact that in the 90s, after the 

Soviet Union ceased to exist, in fact we 

curtailed our activities in Africa – Africans 

do not hold a grudge against Russia. They 

remember that it was our country that made 

a decisive contribution to the liberation of 

Africa from colonialism and stood at the 

foundations of the creation of the national 

economies of many states of the 

continent," says Irina Abramova, 

director of the Institute of 

African Studies of the Russian 

Academy of Sciences.

POLITICS AND DIPLOMACY
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Africa today is an extremely tasty morsel 
for which a serious struggle has flared 
up. The fact is that during the time that 
we "forgot" about the continent after the 
collapse of the USSR, many competitors 

appeared on it. Along with the old players – the Unit-
ed States and the European Union – there is China, 
and India, and Brazil, and Turkey, and the states of 
the Persian Gulf. In short, Moscow now needs to 
work hard to build new links of connection with all 
African states.

Such a keen interest of various players in Africa is 
understandable. Africa includes 54 states, so it ac-
counts for 25% of the votes in the UN. Further, in 15–
20 years almost a third of the world's population will 
live on the continent, according to experts. Already, 
60% of its inhabitants are people under 25 years old. 
Today, Africa's consumer market is growing by leaps 
and bounds. It doubles every five years. That is, in 
the coming years, world trade flows will need to be 
significantly reoriented to the interests of Africans. 

Today, in the context of the restructuring of interna-
tional economic relations and the weakening of the 
role of the dollar, particular value is attached to real 
wealth, such as raw materials. And the African conti-
nent has colossal reserves of natural resources, the 
cost of extraction of which is extremely low. For a 
number of them, Africa ranks first or second in the 
world. This includes cobalt, without which military 
production and the "green economy" will not be able 
to develop, manganese, bauxite, chromium, copper, 
platinum and gold; in its depths there are significant 
reserves of lithium, tantalum, niobium and other ele-
ments that are extremely important for modern high-
tech industries. 

It is not surprising that the trade turnover with African 
countries of the European Union, for example, is cur-
rently about 300 billion dollars, and of China – more 
than 250 billion. The United States, by the way, did 
not pay due attention to Africa for a long time, but 
now under Joe Biden, they have become very active. 
The main task of the United States in Africa remains 
to counter the "harmful activities" of Russia and China 
on the continent. At the last US-Africa Summit, which 
took place in December 2022, Biden announced the 
allocation of $54 billion to Africa over 3 years. At the 
same time, money will be given only to those coun-
tries that behave "correctly," i.e. follow Washington's 
instructions in everything.

Against this background, the trade turnover between 
Russia and Africa looks much more modest. Its peak 
came in 2018, when it was $20.4 billion. Now it has 
dropped to 16–17 billion dollars. We mainly supply 
non-resource, non-energy export goods to Africa: 
various types of equipment, wood, chemical prod-

ucts, fertilizers, grain, sunflower oil, corn. Mainly agri-
cultural products and textiles, as well as some types 
of minerals, are brought to us from Africa. 

All this, of course, is minuscule, since the potential 
of our trade and economic ties is enormous. Now, 
when the vector of Moscow's foreign economic activ-
ity has changed due to Western sanctions, we need 
to radically reconsider our attitude towards Africa, to 
seriously deal with this continent – where out of 54 
countries there is not a single one who would treat 
us badly. 

Yes, in the 90s, after the Soviet Union ceased to exist, 
in fact we abandoned the Africans. But believe me, 
they do not hold a grudge against Russia. Actually, it 
is surprising that after more than 50 years, Africans 
still have a fresh historical memory of what a huge 
contribution the Soviet Union made to their achieve-
ment of political and economic independence in 
the 60s. They remember that it was our country that 
stood at the foundations of the creation of the nation-
al economies of many African states. 

In this sense, we can say that in the struggle for Afri-
ca, Moscow today has a clear advantage over Brus-
sels, Washington, and all other competitors.

After all, the way the West is acting now in Africa is 
nothing more than a new colonialism. It wants to turn 
Africa into its raw materials appendage, to support 
a minimum standard of living there but to maintain 
technological dependence on the United States and 
Europe. 

We really invested quite a lot in Africa, but did not 
have time to receive the dividends, because the 90s 
fell upon us. At that time, we completely reoriented 
ourselves to the West, and our assets – including our 
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POLITICS AND DIPLOMACY

to localize our production on the continent and train 
professional personnel, to build factories for the pro-
duction of vehicles, mining complexes, and factories 
for the processing of raw materials and fuel. Cooper-
ation in the energy, agricultural, space and informa-
tion spheres can also be very promising.

During recent visits to Africa, Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Lavrov frankly asked his colleagues: what 
do you expect from Russia, what development of 
relations, what is the theme? And Africans identified 
four main areas in which they want to cooperate with 
our country: security in a broad sense (including food, 
military and economic components), technology 
transfer, education, and health 

I repeat, today Russia needs to resolve all these spe-
cific issues not with words, but with deeds. After all, 
the decisions of the First Russia-Africa Summit and 
Economic Forum, held in Sochi in 2019, have not yet 
been fully implemented. Of course, we can say that 
COVID-19 interfered, but unfortunately this would 
not be the whole truth. Do not deceive yourself. And 
you can't just tell Africans all the time that they are 
important to us, we will support them in the anti-colo-
nial struggle – but at the same time, not giving them 
anything. It won't work that way. 

In short, given that Africa is the fastest growing mar-
ket in the world and the fastest growing population 
in the world, we need to actively engage with them 
now. Otherwise, it will be too late – and however ri-
diculous it sounds today, in 30 years we will turn into 
the younger brother of Africa. So let's not miss our 
chance. ■

industrial enterprises, infrastructure facilities, scientif-
ic and cultural centers – everything was at the mercy 
of the West.

Indeed, despite the continuing positive attitude to-
wards Russia, today we will have to fight for Africa. 
Today, Africans are waiting for us to be more active 
on the continent, and not just to declare our desire to 
develop relations with Africa.

The fact is that clearly Russia has lacked assertive-
ness so far in defending its interests. We need to 
be more courageous. Because of all this, we often 
lose not only in Africa, but also in other regions of the 
world. Washington promised to provide economic 
assistance to Africa in the amount of 54 billion dol-
lars – so be it. And why doesn't Moscow declare 
that we will give more: 60, or even 70 billion dollars. 
But – from the Russian gold and foreign exchange 
reserves frozen by the West. Let Africans on all in-
ternational platforms – in the UN, in the IMF, in the 
WTO, in the World Bank, in the EU – demand that 
sanctions be lifted from Russia and that its reserves 
be unfrozen. If they do, we will immediately provide 
the promised amount to Africa. Why not make such a 
sensible PR move?!

Today Africa expects from Russia not so much fi-
nances and loans, as technologies – including high-
tech equipment, localization of Russian production 
and training. On the continent they have known and 
loved our equipment since Soviet times; it is in great 
demand there. Africans, for example, are happy to 
drive Russian UAZ vehicles and use our KAMAZ 
trucks. But they want us not just to supply them – but 
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Africa is home to 60% of the world's 
uncultivated arable land.

If agricultural productivity is increased, 
experts say African countries will be able 
to produce 2–3 times more grain, fruit and 
vegetables, and livestock products.

Sub-Saharan Africa has 10% of the world's oil 
reserves, 40% of gold, and 80% of platinum. 

However, one should not overestimate the role 
of natural resources in the future prosperity of the 
continent. According to a 2019 report by Goldman 
Sachs, commodities have accounted for only about 30% 
of Africa's GDP growth since 2000.  McKinsey & Co 
reports that the aggregate GDP growth rate of African 
oil-producing countries in 2010–2015 decreased by 
3.3% compared to 2000–2010, while for the rest of the 
continent this figure increased by 0.3%.

Africa is now experiencing a real population 
explosion: in the coming years about half of its 
population will be people under 25 years old.

Africa now has a population of 1.44 billion people. 
And in 30 years, according to forecasts, this figure 
will grow to 2.4 billion people. Today it is 16% of the 
world figure; in 2050, it will already be 25%.

With this explosive demographic growth, 
according to analysts, the average age of citizens 
is decreasing. Approximately half of the 2.4 billion 
population in the coming years will be under the 
age of 25. Consequently, experts conclude, there 
will be a large modern workforce in Africa.

Africa needs at least $127 billion in investment 
per year to modernize the energy network, land 
and water transport networks, water pipelines, 
and sanitation.

By 2025, this figure will grow to more than 
$200 billion. In Africa, it is also profitable to 
invest in the construction of ports, railways and 
roads. In addition, data center services, financial 
and logistics services, and online stores are in 
demand in the countries of the continent.

NUMBERS AND FACTS

AFRICAN MOSAIC
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The BRICS association sees the development and 
strengthening of a new architecture of international 
relations – a multipolar world – as one of its priority 
tasks. Since the first BRICS summit in 2009, the 
role of BRICS has increased and strengthened. 
It is obvious that the formation of the institutional 
foundations of the BRICS association required Russia 
and its partners to strengthen the international and 
global information dialogue.

In 2017, at the BRICS summit in Xiamen, China, Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin announced the initiative, supported by 
the other BRICS leaders, to create a common TV channel 
for the five countries. This is how the international network 
TV BRICS appeared, the key goals of which were to build 

and strengthen relations with the national audiences of the 
BRICS, create a single window of access to the leading media 
of the BRICS countries to promote a unified agenda, distribute 
content in the national languages of the BRICS in a multi-plat-
form format, and form a positive image of the association and 
each country individually. The thematic content of TV BRICS 
was based on international and economic relations, and scien-
tific, technical, cultural and humanitarian cooperation.

African countries are among the most active players in 
the TV BRICS content exchange system. Against the 

backdrop of the rapid transformation of the architec-
ture of international relations, TV BRICS initiated large-
scale humanitarian and educational/informational work 
to promote Russian culture in Africa, in the interests of 
establishing stable and trusting relations between Rus-
sia and African countries. The list of key partners of TV 
BRICS includes the largest media of South Africa: Af-
rican News Agency (ANA), Moja Media Group (BRICS 
TV, ROOT TV, TELESUR Africa), and the DURBAN TV 
channel. African colleagues make a significant contri-
bution to the creation and strengthening of a unified 
communication space, and participate in the formation 
of a common agenda in the interests of global stability, 
security and innovative growth. In turn, TV BRICS inte-
grates South African content into the media context of 
the BRICS+ countries. The BRICS+ format involves the 

THE EXCHANGE OF 
INFORMATIVE CONTENT IS AN 
IMPORTANT ELEMENT 

IN THE BUILDING OF 
RUSSIA–AFRICA RELATIONS

Ivan POLYAKOV, 
Chairman of the “TV BRICS” 

international network

POLITICS AND DIPLOMACY
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consolidation of the BRICS countries with the states 
that are members of the regional unions of the EAEU, 
MERCOSUR, ASEAN, etc. Due to the well-established 
mechanism for exchanging content, viewers from Brazil, 
Russia, India, China, South Africa and other countries 
have the opportunity to watch news, programs and films 
created by African directors and journalists.

Among the African partner countries of TV BRICS (outside 
“the five”) are TV channels and digital platforms of Zim-
babwe and Mozambique. For example, the Mozambican 
channel Televisãode Moçambique (TVM) is very success-
ful in promoting the image of its country in the internation-
al media space. The information exchange between TV 
BRICS and TVM allows us to tell an international audience 
about the opportunities that Mozambique is ready to of-
fer to the world community. And taking into account that 
the audience coverage of TVM is a third of that country's 
population, TV BRICS successfully promotes the unified 
agenda of the BRICS+ countries in the Mozambican infor-
mation field. 

On the TV BRICS channel, you can see auteur cinema 
from Egypt or learn, for example, about the current work 
of the African National Congress. We try to cover signif-
icant events of the entire African continent, and interact 
with a number of African diplomatic missions in Moscow. 
Along with shared content, TV BRICS demonstrates in its 
programs and special reports an unprecedented example 
of high-quality joint production of information and ana-
lytical content. We are talking about the creation of such 
projects as the first international documentary film of the 
joint editorial office of TV BRICS, "Dostoevsky Interconti-
nental," or a television film about the cooperation of the 

BRICS countries in the field of peaceful space exploration, 
"BRICS Space: For sustainable development – both on 
Earth and beyond."

An example of TV BRICS activities in promoting Rus-
sian culture is the regular publication in the leading me-
dia of the five countries of the materials of the Russian 
edition on the historical and cultural heritage of Russia, 
contemporary art, folk crafts, and the national identity 
of the peoples of Russia, as well as on major interna-
tional cultural events with the participation of Russia. 
The international network is also engaged in the pro-
motion of Russian as a foreign language in universities, 
educational and cultural centers of the BRICS countries, 
and is working on the festival distribution of Russian 
film and television production. Among the latest proj-
ects on the African track are: screenings in South Afri-
ca of films from the BRICS countries at the One People 
Film Festival and of films about travel in Russia at the 
International Tourism Film Festival Africa, and the photo 
exhibition “Fragments of Russia: Through the lens” in 
Stellenbosch, South Africa. Representatives of cultural, 
scientific, public and diplomatic circles of Russia and 
Africa were involved in these projects. The work they 
have done undoubtedly contributes to the strengthen-
ing of relations between Russia and African states, and 
brings our peoples closer together.

We hope for a further progressive expansion of co-
operation between Russia and the countries of the 
African continent in the media sphere. We intend to 
continue to develop concepts, standards, criteria, and 
information approaches to solving the key tasks facing 
our countries. ■

Vladimir Putin took part in 
the XIV BRICS Summit via 
videoconference
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A NEW NUCLEAR 
POWER PLANT 
WILL PROVIDE 
EGYPT WITH 
CLEAN ENERGY

Alexander VORONKOV,  
Regional Vice-President and Director for the 
Middle East and North Africa, Rosatom

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS

The construction of a nuclear power 
plant, led by the Russian corporation 
Rosatom, began in El Dabaa a year 
ago. What is the significance of this 
project for Egypt, and what prospects 

does it open up for its energy market and the 
country's economy as a whole?

The project of the nuclear power plant in El Dabaa is 
nothing less in terms of importance than the open-

ing of a new page in the history of Russian-Egyp-
tian interstate relations. This will be the first nuclear 
power plant on the continent with generation 3+ 
technology, making Egypt a regional technological 
leader – the only country in the region with a nu-
clear power plant with the most modern safety sys-
tems. The share of energy from the El Dabaa nucle-
ar power plant in the country's energy balance will 
be about 10%. According to our calculations, about 
20% of the country's population (20 million people) 



A NEW NUCLEAR 
POWER PLANT 
WILL PROVIDE 
EGYPT WITH 
CLEAN ENERGY

can be provided with electricity thanks to this sta-
tion. It will be a source of stable, environmentally 
friendly electricity, since there are no harmful CO2 
emissions during operation. The commissioning 
of the nuclear power plant will allow Egypt to in-
crease its share of low-carbon electricity genera-
tion to 21% and significantly reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, by 15 million tons annually, which is 
important for Egypt's successful implementation of 
climate policy.

The construction of the nuclear power plant is al-
ready having a significant positive effect on the 
country's GDP. The revenue of local contractors 
and subcontractors involved in construction is 
growing. There is also an indirect effect, thanks 
to new orders for enterprises in related indus-
tries. Suppliers of materials, construction equip-
ment, utilities and other services provided by lo-
cal companies to project participants also benefit. 
According to our estimates, during the construc-
tion of the El Dabaa NPP, the added value to the 
GDP of the Arab Republic of Egypt from the im-
plementation of the project will be about 4 billion 
US dollars, or about 1% of Egypt's GDP. Finally, the 
long-term effect of using nuclear technologies to 
improve the quality of life should be noted, since 
in addition to energy, they are used in many im-
portant areas, such as medicine and agriculture.

At what stage is the implementation of the proj-
ect now??

The project is moving forward in accordance with 
the directive schedule. Last year, two power units 
entered the stage of full-scale construction. In 
March of this year, a license for the construction of 
power unit No. 3 was obtained, and in May work 
began on its construction. We are waiting to re-
ceive the license for the construction of the fourth 
unit. Thus, construction work will be carried out 
on all four power units this year.

The El Dabaa NPP project is of interest to the 
international market. In August 2022, a contract 
was signed with the Korean company KHNP for 
the construction of turbine islands for all four pow-
er units of the El Dabaa NPP. In the near future, 
preparatory work will be launched on this section 
of the station site, and a key event is planned for 
October: the beginning of pouring the concrete of 
the foundation slabs of the turbine building of the 
first power unit.

In March 2023, the first large-sized equipment ar-
rived at the port of the construction site: a melt 
localization device ("melt trap"). This is one of the 
main elements of the passive safety system which 
is part of all modern nuclear power units with gen-

eration 3+ VVER-1200 reactors. It represents the 
unique know-how of Russian nuclear scientists, 
ensuring safety for the environment and humans 
in any scenarios of nuclear power plant operation.

Under what conditions is the project being im-
plemented? What are the responsibilities of the 
Russian side and its Egyptian partners?

In accordance with the intergovernmental agree-
ment signed by Russia and Egypt in 2015, Rus-
sia provides a loan that will be used to finance 
85% of the entire project of the construction of 
the nuclear power plant. Egypt is obliged to pay 
the remaining 15% of the cost of the station. The 
construction of the nuclear power plant is carried 
out in accordance with the package of contracts 
that entered into force on December 11, 2017. Ac-
cording to contractual obligations, the Russian 
side will not only build the station; it will also sup-
ply Russian nuclear fuel for the entire life cycle of 
the nuclear power plant, as well as assist Egyptian 
partners in training personnel and support in the 
operation and maintenance of the plant during 
the first 10 years of its operation. As part of anoth-
er agreement, the Russian side will build a special 
storage facility and supply containers for storing 
spent nuclear fuel.

How will the training of personnel for the El 
Dabaa NPP be organized? 

This work is already underway. One of the sites 
is organized at the St. Petersburg branch of the 
Technical Academy. From September to March 
last year, classes were held there for the first 
group of Egyptian specialists, who studied the 
Russian language. In April 2023, another group 
received certificates of the successful comple-
tion of the Russian language course. After going 
through language practice and adapting to their 
new socio-cultural conditions, the Egyptian spe-
cialists began the technical part of the training. As 
part of the implementation of the project through 
2028, Rosatom State Corporation will train about 
1700 specialists of the El Dabaa NPP. The future 
personnel of the Egyptian nuclear power plant will 
not only receive theoretical knowledge, but also 
undergo practical training and internships at Rus-
sian nuclear power plants.

Overall, work on training personnel for the nucle-
ar industry of Egypt has been carried out since 
2015. The Ministry of Education and Science of 
the Russian Federation, at the request of Rosa-
tom State Corporation, annually allocates quotas 
at Russian specialized universities for the training 
of Egyptian students in nuclear specialties. In total 
during this time, about 100 specialists have been 
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trained through Rosatom. Currently, 45 students 
from Egypt are studying nuclear and other spe-
cialized fields at Russian universities through Ro-
satom quotas.

Africa has a wide range of resources for gener-
ating electricity, including not only solid fuels 
and hydrocarbons, but also renewable sources. 
If we consider these areas as a kind of competi-
tive environment, then what are the advantages 
of nuclear energy?

Rosatom has a clear position on this issue: there 
should not be competition between nuclear and 
renewable energy, as the main task of mankind 
today and in the future is to significantly reduce 
CO2 emissions. If we are serious about tackling 
climate change, then nuclear energy together 
with renewables must be the foundations of a fu-
ture low-carbon energy mix. 

The experience of some European countries 
shows that a transition only to renewable energy 
sources leads to an increase in electricity tariffs 
and volatility in the energy market, and the lack 
of stable energy supplies creates serious prob-
lems for the population and industry, sometimes 
forcing them to resort to the use of "dirty" energy 
resources such as coal. Given the scale of total 
energy consumption in the world and the grow-
ing demand for energy, especially in developing 
countries, it is necessary to understand that the 
problem cannot be solved with the use of wind 
turbines and solar power plants alone. That is, fur-
ther growth in the number and capacity of fossil 

fuel power plants would be very likely, leading to 
an increase in CO2 emissions with corresponding 
consequences for the climate.

Nuclear power, in this sense, is one of the most 
environmentally friendly ways to produce electric-
ity. Nuclear power plants do not emit pollutants 
or greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, and in 
this respect they are "allies" of renewable energy. 
The two tracks should complement each other, 
not compete. This is the only way the world com-
munity can achieve our climate goals.

That is why we at Rosatom promote the concept 
of the "green square," which means the accelerat-
ed development of energy based on four low-car-
bon sources: hydropower, wind and solar energy, 
and nuclear energy. And we consistently follow 
through on this principle when it comes to invest-
ing in clean generation sources. Rosatom, rep-
resented by its wind energy division, NovaWind 
JSC, has commissioned 880 MW of wind power 
capacity. In total, by 2027, Rosatom will commis-
sion wind farms with a total capacity of about 1.7 
GW. We also offer turnkey implementation of wind 
energy projects abroad, and see interest in this 
from partners.

There are many factors that make one technology 
more profitable under given conditions than an-
other, and vice versa. We stand for a smart mix of 
low-carbon technologies. The future of the ener-
gy sector lies in a diversified balance that ensures 
affordability, security of supply and minimal envi-
ronmental impact. ■

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS
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TO SUCCEED, 
YOU NEED 
INTERESTING 
PROJECTS  
AND PERSONAL 
CONTACTS

The Association for Economic Cooperation with African States (AECAS) was 

established in 2019 to promote Russian business on the African continent in 

pursuance of the decisions of the Russia–Africa Summit. Leading companies, 

scientific and financial institutions are represented in this organization, 

implementing complex investment projects in the most important sectors, 

including the oil and gas industry, energy, transport, agriculture, etc. 

Alexander SALTANOV, Chairman of AECAS, informed us about the 

current activities and prospects of Russian business in the African direction

What today can serve as the most 
striking example of business co-
operation between Russia and 
Africa?

Currently, the largest Russian 
project in Africa is the construction of a nuclear 
power plant in Egypt, which is being carried out 
by the Rosatom corporation. This project is unique 
in many ways and surpasses much of what has 
been done so far on the African continent with 
Russia's participation.

Who is more active now in the African direction 
- the state apparatus or private business? What 
is the role of the state in general? 

Apart from the above-mentioned project of the 
state corporation Rosatom, the greatest promo-
tion of Russia's economic interests on the African 
continent is provided by private business. Par-
ticipation on the part of the state takes place by 
supporting exporters through the Russian Export 
Center (REC). Constant work is also ongoing with-
in the framework of intergovernmental commis-
sions, political and diplomatic negotiations.

Where exactly do we manage to be successful 
and ahead of other major players?

Russia wins the competition on the African con-
tinent in those industries where it is traditionally 
strong, namely in the export of mineral fertilizers 
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and grain, in the mining industry and nuclear en-
ergy, and in the field of space industry services 
(remote sensing of the earth's surface and satel-
lite communications). If we talk about the regional 
aspect, then Russia is working most successfully 
in the countries with which we have historically 
developed strong ties. Among them are Egypt, 
Angola, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, and some others.

What do its African partners expect from Rus-
sia? What are their main requests?

African countries expect Russia to participate 
in the creation of new industrial production that 
will provide new jobs and added value. They are 
interested in direct investment in infrastructure 
projects and industries that increase employment 

among the local population, where (among other) 
local youth who have received secondary spe-
cialized and higher education in Russia can find 
qualified work. They are also interested in proj-
ects ensuring the food and energy security of 
their countries.

What recommendations could you give to those 
entrepreneurs who are going to develop the 
African market? What kind of help can they ex-
pect? Do we have structures similar to Soviet 
trade missions and foreign trade associations 
today?

There are currently no specialized state foreign 
trade associations that would work on the African 
continent. Entrepreneurs who are going to enter 
the African market can count on the assistance of 
Russian embassies and trade missions in those 
countries where they exist. Today, there are four 
trade missions - in Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, and 
South Africa. In the near future, it is planned to 
open two more - in Ethiopia and Nigeria. For risk 
insurance and export financing, the assistance of 
the Russian Export Center can be counted on. But 
the main recommendation for entrepreneurs is to 
actively travel to Africa themselves, participate 
in fairs and exhibitions, and meet with potential 
buyers and partners – business in Africa is possi-
ble only if there are direct contacts, which cannot 
be replaced by video conferencing and e-mail. 
Finally, there is AECAS itself, the very structure 
which has helped and is helping to establish and 
expand the ties of Russian business in African 
countries. ■

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS
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The current economic growth rates in African 
countries allow us to conclude that by 2030,  
the poverty rate on the continent will be 
reduced to 23%.

According to the World Bank, the poverty rate 
(income less than $1.9 per person per day) in 
Africa fell from 54% in 1990 to 40% in 2018. If 
the current growth rates of the economy are 
maintained, experts say that the poverty rate on 
the continent will drop to 23% in 2030.

According to analysts, the size of the middle 
class in Africa will also grow by 2030: by that 
time it will reach 580 million people. In addition, 
the number of the richest will increase by 116 
million.

African countries demonstrate the highest 
rates of urbanization in the world - 4.5% per 
year. According to McKinsey & Co, the urban 
population of the continent is increasing 
annually by 24 million people.

Thus, the cities of the continent are rapidly 
turning into economic centers with a relatively 
small area, but significant purchasing power. 

By 2050, the population of African cities will 
grow by 950 million people, according to the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development.

Mobile communication is developing rapidly 
in sub-Saharan Africa. While today it is 
available to 45% of inhabitants, $52 billion in 
infrastructure investment will allow this figure 
to grow to 65% in four years.

Now 22% of people in sub-Saharan Africa 
have access to the Internet. But this indicator, 
according to experts, is growing as fast as the 
figure for the spread of mobile communications. 
Indeed, in 2005 only 2% of the continent's 
inhabitants had access to the Internet.

NUMBERS AND FACTS

AFRICAN MOSAIC
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The African direction is one of the priorities 
of the MCCI's international activities. The 
Chamber is actively working with the busi-
ness community of many African countries, 
actively interacting with the countries of both 

the Maghreb – North Africa (Algeria, Egypt, Tunisia, Mo-
rocco) and the center and south of the continent (Ni-
geria, Cameroon, Gabon, Chad, Ghana, Benin, Zambia, 
Mozambique, South Africa, Uganda, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Central African Republic, Congo, Tanzania and 
others). The Commission on Foreign Economic Coop-
eration with the Business Circles of Algeria and the 
Commission on Foreign Economic Cooperation with the 
Business Circles of Sub-Saharan Countries are success-
fully functioning in the Chamber. 

Over the past two or three years, our cooperation with 
Africa has been constantly intensifying. We have orga-
nized business missions, and country and industry round 
tables. In order to assist Moscow businesses in entering 
African markets, the Chamber held an online Moscow–Af-
rica International Teleconference on behalf of the Moscow 
government. More than 1500 participants discussed the 
prospects for exporting to the African market the capital's 
industrial products, including pharmaceuticals and medi-
cal devices, as well as agricultural products. 

Speaking about Moscow entrepreneurs who work closely 
with Africa, it should be noted that as a rule, these are 
technology and service firms. A couple of years ago, Mos-
cow's share in Russia's total non-energy exports to Africa 

was 22%, and it is steadily increasing. Most of Moscow's 
production was purchased by countries such as Algeria, 
Egypt, Nigeria, Sudan and Morocco. 

Recently, the systematic immersion in the topic of Africa 
has gained a new impetus and has become more substan-
tive. Moscow companies strive to present and promote 
their products and their technologies to the African mar-
ket, to take part in the modernization of infrastructure and 
industrial facilities in African countries, to organize guar-
anteed tourist routes, and to develop partial localization of 
production and service support of technological products. 

The MCCI actively interacts with colleagues from various 
departments and divisions of the Moscow government, 
and participates in the work of the Expert Councils at the 
Headquarters for the Protection of the Rights and Inter-
ests of Investment and Business Entities of Moscow, the 
Mosprom Center, and the Moscow Export Center (MEC). 
In autumn alone, the MEC plans two business missions of 
Moscow companies, to Egypt and Kenya.

We constantly organize events aimed at acquainting Mos-
cow business with the prospects for cooperation with 
partners in Africa. Numerous meetings with trade repre-
sentatives of African states, governmental, parliamentary 
and business delegations were held on our platform – and 
not only there.

The forum "I Want to Work in Africa," organized jointly 
with the Peoples' Friendship University of Russia, meet-

OUR ENGAGEMENT
WITH AFRICA  
IS INTENSIFYING 

Vladimir PLATONOV:

"Recently, the systematic immersion in the topic of Africa has gained a 

new impetus and has become more substantive," says Vladimir Platonov, 

President of the Moscow Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI).
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ings with representatives of African diasporas in Moscow, 
and trips to Algeria, Nigeria, Chad, South Africa, Camer-
oon, Kenya, Mozambique – both individually through our 
commissions and as part of delegations of the Moscow 
government – invariably arouse great interest among the 
capital's entrepreneurs. Moreover, our colleagues work 
not only with Moscow businesses, but also provide sup-
port to companies from other regions.

This interest is mutual, as can be seen from the activity of 
businessmen from these countries and from the interest 
shown by trade missions and diplomatic missions in Af-
rica. African companies today have a fairly wide range of 
offers from different countries, so there is serious compe-
tition on the continent. A number of countries, using their 
long-term presence in the region, use rather unscrupulous 
methods against our firms. However, the governments of 
African countries take a balanced, nationally-oriented po-
sition – assuming the widest possible involvement of Rus-
sian companies and their integration into the economic 
space of the African continent, as well as the expansion 
and diversification of supply chains and financial mecha-
nisms. There is a process of reciprocal interest of African 
countries in the BRICS+ format. 

There is another very important and necessary position: 
the promotion of Russian education, and with it Russian 
culture, on the African continent. We hear about this at 
meetings from many African colleagues. The project 
which we intend to present at the upcoming Russia-Africa 
Forum is particularly related to this.

Today there are associations of graduates of Soviet and 
Russian universities in dozens of countries of the Afri-
can continent, uniting people who know our language, 
culture, traditions, and peculiarities of business rela-
tionships. We propose to use this tradition to develop 
economic ties, but without waiting for students to finish 
their studies and leave for their countries. We want to 
provide interested students from foreign countries with 
the opportunity to learn the peculiarities of doing busi-
ness with partners in our country. The Russian system of 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry unites more than 
170 chambers in all constituent entities of the Federation 
and a large number of municipalities, thanks to which we 
have the opportunity to quickly contact any region of the 
country and quickly obtain any necessary information.

This would be an opportunity at the same time to acquire 
entrepreneurial skills and study the specifics of the work 
of the Russian foreign economic sphere – but most im-
portantly, to establish contacts with Russian business. 
Thus, without interrupting their basic education, young 
Africans studying in our country will be able to become a 
type of business representative in Russia of companies 
in their countries, and subsequently comfortably do busi-
ness with our country (and not only ours). 

Therefore, at the upcoming Russia–Africa Forum, the 
MCCI plans to hold a briefing on the “International Em-
ployers' Club” as a tool for developing human resources 
in the interests of interaction between Russian and Afri-
can companies. The forum is also expected to organize 
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speeches by representatives of the MCCI on the topics 
of industrial and trade/economic cooperation; the top-
ics of fintech and the agribusiness sector will also be 
touched upon.

In my opinion, the most promising areas of cooperation 
now are, first of all, the food industry and the agro-in-
dustrial sector: grain and fertilizers, storage technolo-
gies, food supplies to Africa, and reciprocal imports of 
exotic fruits and seafood. Of course, energy, including 
alternative energy projects, is also important. Other in-
teresting areas include: transport and its infrastructure, 
new building materials and technologies for the rapid 
construction of facilities, IT solutions both for service 
systems and for industrial facilities, security systems 
(including industrial security), education (especially pro-
fessional), tourism, environmental solutions (including 
closed-cycle production), healthcare and pharmaceuti-
cals, and much more.

Today, Moscow is an extremely modern city with excel-
lent transport and logistics solutions, advanced technol-
ogies in the field of municipal services, and the use of 
artificial intelligence. And the Russian capital can offer 
all of these technological solutions and opportunities to 
African megacities experiencing a period of intensive ur-
banization.

Of course, there are risks in trade and economic rela-
tions with Africa. These are traditional for recent times, 
when foreign sanctions complicate logistics, the system 
of mutual settlements, and supply chain insurance. With 
the intensification of cooperation, issues of the harmo-
nization of standards and technological regulations al-
ways come to the fore. Finally, in our turbulent world, we 
should mention security issues.

In conclusion, I need to say that work with Africa is close 
and understandable to me personally, as a graduate of 
the Peoples' Friendship University named after Patrice Lu-
mumba. A large number of public and political figures, sci-
entists, and businessmen from various African countries 
have come out of its walls – with many of whom we main-
tain warm collegial relations even after many decades.

I spent six years within the walls of RUDN, continuously 
communicating with students from all over the world. Af-
ter all, in those days, 75% of the university students came 
from abroad. Even in the dormitory, we were accommo-
dated according to a strict principle: in each room there 
was one student each from the USSR, Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. We lived together, studied together, and 
worked together in university construction teams. This 
helped to quickly overcome the language and cultural 
barrier, and became the foundation of long-term friend-
ships. It is no coincidence that even now, when I come 
abroad – in particular to Africa – I often meet classmates; 
most of them have made excellent careers, hold high gov-
ernment posts, have succeeded in business and culture.

By the way, I shouldn’t neglect to mention a landmark 
event that took place this spring: the Peoples' Friend-
ship University of Russia regained the name of Patrice 
Lumumba (which had been removed from its name 30 
years ago due to the political situation in the early nine-
ties). Today, when we are rethinking many things, the re-
turn of the name with which the university was created 
is deeply symbolic. We are returning to old friends, to 
the correct humane policy. After all, Patrice Lumumba 
was not just a political leader of the Congo and a fighter 
against the Belgian colonizers; he symbolized the desire 
for independence and a decent life of all countries, and 
not only the African continent. ■
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AFRICA DOES 
NOT TOLERATE 
AMATEURISM

Anzhella ZAMOGILNAYA

"In a rapidly changing world, it has turned out that now Russia is returning to Africa, 

which means that it is necessary to actively and progressively move forward in 

this direction. At the same time, Africa should be perceived as a worthy and equal 

partners," said Anzhella Zamogilnaya, representative of “Opora Russia” in the African 

region, in an interview with the magazine.

You have just returned from a long business 
trip to Africa. What countries have you vis-
ited? 

This time, I visited the Republic of the Congo 
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

formerly Zaire. Unfortunately, we sometimes do not per-

ceive them as two different countries – so just in case, I will 
clarify that the Republic of the Congo is a former French 
colony with the capital Brazzaville, and the DRC is a former 
Belgian colony with the capital Kinshasa. 

We prepared a visit to these states by a delegation of the 
leadership of Opora Russia, which also included represen-
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tatives of Rosselkhoznadzor and Roscongress. The trip 
exceeded expectations, and was extremely positive in ev-
ery way. In the course of numerous meetings held by our 
business people in both countries, not only were contacts 
established and areas of interaction and mutual invest-
ments studied, but also specific projects were outlined. 
For example, protocols on cooperation with the ministries 
of agriculture of both countries were concluded.

Useful were both the official meetings, at the level of min-
istries, departments, and presidential administrations, and 
the contacts with business organizations operating in the 
Republic of the Congo and the DRC – investment promo-
tion agencies and business associations, particularly the 
Federations of Businesses of the countries we visited – 
as well as with a wide range of business people in Africa. 
Substantive discussions took place on concrete topics, 
including certification of agricultural products and assis-
tance to African colleagues in solving the problems of food 
security and the delivery of food, machinery and equip-
ment, grain, and vaccines for farm animals, which are very 
relevant for the states of the continent. The issues of es-
tablishing new logistics corridors and financial instruments 
that would help our companies enter African markets were 
considered. 

During the business mission, negotiations were also held 
with a Chinese bank on how best to structure new finan-
cial flows today in order to get away from mutual settle-
ments in unfriendly currencies.

Due to well-known circumstances, traditional Russian 
markets are becoming a thing of the past. To what ex-
tent is the African market able to replace them?

To a large extent, no matter how strange that may seem. 
The fact is that African countries are growing very dynam-
ically. They have a huge potential for the development of 
their infrastructure, industry, and agriculture. Africa has a 
young, fast-growing population. 

It is important to note that the states of the continent that 
today import this or that product from Western countries 
have a very positive attitude towards replacing these 
goods, technologies and services with equivalent Russian 
ones, provided that they are at the same level in both qual-
ity and price. This applies to almost everything: food, IT 
technologies, industrial products, things related to mining, 
wood processing... 

The only problem is that our business people often 
do not have a clear idea of how to take the bull by 
the horns, in other words, how to establish a dialogue 
quickly. We have repeatedly heard the idea that Asia 
and Africa are, they say, the markets of the future, but 
it was unclear how far away this is. But in a rapidly 
changing world, it has turned out that now Russia is 
returning to Africa, which means that it is necessary to 
actively and progressively move forward in this direc-

tion. At the same time, Africa should be perceived as a 
worthy and equal partner.

Are the states of the continent ready to accept investors, 
suppliers and buyers from Russia? 

Of course they are ready. In Africa, they have a very pos-
itive attitude towards both Russia and Russian investors. 
The most important thing is that our companies that enter 
African markets be properly informed about these markets 
and ready to enter them. Moreover, African countries have 
created an effective regulatory framework and tools for 
economic development, by the way very similar to Russian 
ones. For example, free economic zones in Africa operate 
on the same principles as ours. There are also investment 
promotion agencies and other industrial associations. If 
we talk specifically about the Republic of the Congo and 
the DRC, they are also very advantageously located geo-
graphically, among other things. So in the Republic of the 
Congo there is a deep-water port at Pointe Noire with a 
developed infrastructure, which not everyone knows 
about. This port can become important for us in building 
new supply chains for the supply of grain, food products, 
and so on.

Why is Africa interesting for small and medium-sized 
entrepreneurs (SMEs) from the Russian Federation and 
vice versa - what can small and medium-sized business-
es in Africa offer Russia?

Opora Russia brings together 440,000 small and medi-
um-sized businesses that can offer Africa a wide range of 
products, technologies and services. After all, they produce 
literally everything - from grain to machinery and equip-
ment, from organic fertilizers to IT. The business mission I 
mentioned was pleasantly surprised by the interest shown 
by African partners in developing cooperation with our 
country. During the meetings, agreements were reached 
on the supply of goods, and specific investment projects 
in various sectors of the economy were discussed. So we 
need to persistently look for ways to develop interaction, 
professionally with applied knowledge of the matter; oth-
erwise it will turn out that we have a lot of theorists, but few 
practitioners.

It should also be understood that Africa is not one coun-
try, but 54 states. You need to know what is happening 
in them, what they can supply to Russia. This includes 
valuable woods, coffee, wonderful exotic fruits that are 
harvested there all year round, fish (since many countries 
have access to the ocean), and other food products.

Is Africa terra incognita for Russian SMEs, or do they al-
ready have positive experience? 

There has been positive experience. Although it has of-
ten been believed that large companies come to Africa 
first, then bring SMEs with them, I have a different point of 
view. I am guided by the "port principle": there are large 

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS

24 Russia–Africa / July / 2023



ships, and there are pilots – pilots who lead the ship be-
hind them. Don't be afraid to become a pioneer. In Angola, 
for example, the diamond mining company ALROSA has 
been operating for a long time, but many Russian SMEs 
engaged in both imports and exports have also located 
there on their own. In Uganda, there are not only enter-
prises of the mining industry, but also agricultural coopera-
tives, while actively promoted in the Republic of the Congo 
are both a project to build a refinery for the processing of 
petroleum products, but also industrial aquaculture farms 
for raising fish (tilapia and African catfish). 

Is it obvious that the creation of the necessary structures 
would contribute to support for Russian SMEs in Africa? 

In the time of the USSR, trade missions were widespread, 
and played an important role in trade and economic rela-
tions between Moscow and African countries. At present, 
analyzing the situation in conversations with represen-
tatives of Russian business and African colleagues after 
various events, we have come to the conclusion that of-
ten issues of project implementation are complicated by 
the complete lack of permanent organized structures on 
the African continent that could serve as a kind of cat-
alyst to support projects from birth to successful imple-
mentation.

It is certainly necessary to think about the creation of Trad-
ing Houses of Russia in Africa, which would take on both 
representative and trade functions. They could demon-
strate various goods - food, machinery, industrial equip-
ment – so that African entrepreneurs would have the op-
portunity to get acquainted with them, get their hands on 
them, as they say, and most importantly, order or purchase 
trial batches of goods or services they are interested in. 
In the course of the recent business mission, by the way, 
Opora Russia held talks on the creation of a Russian trad-
ing house in the Republic of the Congo.

In addition, in Africa there are national investment promo-
tion agencies, structures for the development of public-pri-
vate partnerships, and various business associations. 
Their counterparts in Russia should also actively engage 
with them. Then there will be a result.

What hinders the development of Russian business in 
Africa and how can these obstacles be overcome? 

I never tire of repeating that Africa does not tolerate am-
ateurism. In many ways, business is hampered by a lack 
of understanding on the part of Russian companies of 
the specifics of working on the continent – to be honest, 
a not quite serious attitude towards Africa. After all, it is 
not limited only to the resorts of Morocco or Egypt. A lack 
of necessary information on potential projects in African 
countries, and an underestimation of opportunities, also 
interfere. Often, projects where Africans are ready to invite 
Russian business simply do not catch our attention. And 
the proposals of Russian companies potentially interested 
in working in Africa face a lack of understanding: to whom 
to turn with their ideas? Moreover, all these problems con-
cern both the Russian and African sides.

Africans historically have interest in cooperation with Rus-
sia, and many of them regret that there are very few Rus-
sian companies in Africa. Therefore, more synergy and 
coordination of joint actions are required. This needs to be 
actively and persistently addressed.

Moreover, I emphasize once again: our African partners 
are interested in cooperation with Russia. We are confi-
dent that with the right approach, all today's talk – about 
the possibility of promoting the interests of our companies 
in Africa, about expanding Russian-African trade, and eco-
nomic, scientific, technical and humanitarian cooperation 
– will not be limited exclusively to statements, but will be 
implemented in practice. ■

Entrepreneurs of 
"Opora Russia" on 
a business mission 
in Congo
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10 Years in BRICS

The eThekwini Declaration, adopted by 
the BRICS leaders in Durban on March 27, 
2013, completed the first cycle of BRICS 
summits. Here, the process was launched 
of establishing the New Development 

Bank (NDB) and creating a financial safety net – the 
Contingent Reserve Arrangement of 100 billion dol-
lars. Support was expressed for the reform of the 
international monetary system and discussion of the 
role of the Special Drawing Rights (SDR) of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF). They also welcomed 
the conclusion of the Multilateral Agreement on Co-
operation in cofinancing sustainable development 
projects between the export-import banks of their 
countries and development assistance banks.

Monetary and financial issues were considered in 
BRICS before the establishment of the Business 
Council. But the summit in Durban marked the begin-
ning of a systematic involvement in the study of such 
issues by business circles of the "five." These issues 
were included one way or another in the agendas of 
almost all nine working groups formed by the Busi-
ness Council for key areas of economic cooperation; 

but the central place in the development of mone-
tary and financial topics, especially in breakthrough 
areas, was taken by the Financial Services Working 
Group (FSWG).

The Business Council approached South Africa's 
chairmanship of the next round of BRICS summits 
with serious groundwork in such areas as insurance 
and reinsurance, credit ratings, partnership with the 
New Development Bank, financial support for small 
and medium-sized enterprises, and the formation 
of a New International Payment System (NIPS). Of 
the 13 areas of activity identified by the Fifth BRICS 
Business Council Annual Report as overall priorities, 
about half belong to the financial sector. Five of the 
seven highlighted as the most promising and import-
ant strategically are from this area, and among them 
is the establishment of the NIPS!

The work of the business community under South 
African chairmanship of the second cycle of the 
BRICS summits culminated in the BRICS Business 
Council Midterm Meeting (with its working groups) 
in Johannesburg in April 2019. In its documents, 
the setup for the formation of NIPS took the form 
of specific recommendations. The specialized task 

MONETARY  
CHALLENGES IN BRICS

SOUTH AFRICAN 
AGENDA 
This year, South Africa holds the BRICS presidency for the third 

time. The country was the last to join this interstate association in 

its current composition, but it was in South Africa 10 years ago that 

it was decided to establish its leading outreach group – the BRICS 

Business Council.
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force created by FSWG for its implementation con-
cluded that the first step towards the establishment 
of such a system should be the launch of the BRICS 
Pay commercial project, as a co-operation mecha-
nism for ensuring seamless cross border card and 
mobile payments across the BRICS nations. And it 
was recommended that the Newinterfin AG, based 
in Liechtenstein, is used as a "special purpose ve-
hicle" (SPV) for the management, development and 
promotion of the BRICS Pay project.

Main Components of the Monetary and 
Financial Order of a Multipolar World

By the beginning of the current South African presiden-
cy, the previously created by BRICS elements of the 
alternative monetary and financial system, if not fully 
operational, had been brought into working condition. 
This applies to both the Contingent Reserve Pool, and 
the activities of the NDB – whose original five founders 
have been joined by Bangladesh, the United Arab Emir-
ates and Egypt, and Uruguay is next in line.

The main efforts of the NIPS/BRICS Pay Task Force 
were aimed at strengthening the weakest link in the 
new system, which is cross-border payments and 

settlements. It is already clear that the transition to 
settlements in the national currencies of the "Global 
South" instead of traditional reserve currencies does 
not solve all the problems. Therefore, the members 
of the group focused on the twofold task: finding a 
new generally acceptable currency unit, and an ade-
quate infrastructure for cross-border settlements in a 
multipolar world. 

The essence of the current results obtained is as 
follows: 

1.     As a principle scheme for the organization of 
international settlements in the new realities, a 
network of several regional monetary and finan-
cial institutions equal in function and status is 
seen, rather than unitary interstate institutions 
such as the Basel Bank for International Settle-
ments. 

2.     The central element in the NIPS/BRICS Pay proj-
ect is the use in payments and settlements of a 
New Unit of Account (NUA), a collective digital 
currency or stablecoin. There are a number of 
options for its contents, but the project partici-
pants recommend using the simplest and most 

Oleg PREKSIN
Member of the Financial Services 
Working Group of the BRICS 
Business Council, Vice-President 
of the Association of Russian 
Banks, CEO and Co-Founder 
the of “New Financial Alliance. 
BRICS Pay”
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convenient: to slightly correct the basket used 
for SDR. The formula for this basket is fixed for a 
five-year period and is well known, and the SDR 
exchange rate against the 47 currencies used 
in international payments is published by the 
IMF secretariat every working day. The over-
estimated share, according to many experts, 
of the US dollar in the SDR calculation formu-
la is proposed to be brought into line with the 
changing role of the US currency – namely, to 
reduce it by 10 percentage points, filling in the 
resulting "gap" with gold. Such a currency unit 
will be more stable than any of its components, 
and under certain circumstances can become a 
full-fledged digital currency with reliable collat-
eral and a balanced emission mechanism.

3.    The construction of the new system is planned 
in stages, starting at first with external settle-
ments for the retail purchase and sale of goods 
and services and private cross-border transfers, 
with subsequent addition of the corporate level 
of foreign economic turnover between legal en-
tities, and interstate settlements in the BRICS-
SCO-EAEU + space, at the final stage. 

The profile group of the Business Council considered 
it expedient to start the deployment of the NIPS with 
the commercial project "BRICS Pay," which provides 

for the issuing of a multi-brand payment card and the 
development of a universal payment application for 
smartphones using a QR code. Providing a seamless 
connection between the national payment systems 
of the BRICS countries and other interested states 
with the help of digital technologies, the project invis-
ages building an innovative platform for cross-border 
payments outside national jurisdictions, while main-
taining the integrity of the national monetary systems 
of the participating countries.

Such commercial components of the NIPS/BRICS Pay 
mega-project, as well as the project of establishing a 
new commodity exchange using the NUA for market 
quotations and settlements between buyers and sell-
ers, do not exclude – but on the contrary, assume – 
their implementation in the format of a public-private 
partnership.

Some Features of the New Stage of the 
South African BRICS Presidency

In preparation for their current chairmanship, our 
South African colleagues conducted a compre-
hensive study – a "10-year reflective survey" of the 
BRICS Business Council's activities, engaging over 
70 active participants from all five countries. The 
survey participants considered the most valuable 
in the work of the Business Council to be the op-
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portunities to receive information about promising 
international projects, establish contacts with rep-
resentatives of foreign business circles, and partici-
pate in a dialogue with the authorities of the BRICS 
countries.

It is hard not to agree with desires such as “to im-
prove dialogue and track recommendations to lead-
ers and governments,” to promote projects and 
implement recommendations, to develop interface 
with intergovernmental bodies and other business 
associations, or to improve the effectiveness of 
face-to-face meetings. However, about the proposal 
to consider the expediency of keeping on the BRICS 
agenda those projects that have not yet met with full 
consensus in their working groups, not everything 
is clear. After all, under the heading "Issues under 
Consideration" are such projects as: "BRICS Rating 
Agency," "Green Financing," "Financial Support for 
SMEs," "Insurance and Reinsurance," as well as the 
project "NIPS/BRICS Pay - BRICS Pay Payment Ser-
vice." 

Our South African colleagues have embarked on an 
experimental merger of the BRICS Pay Task Force 
and the Task Force on Financial Technologies. They 
see the main result of the activities of this hybrid not 
in the promotion of the NIPS project on the basis of 
previous achievements, but in the preparation of a 
kind of "White Paper" with "the outlines of a poten-
tial common platform for the stablecoin of the BRICS 
countries."

De-dollarization is now widely discussed, both by 
experts in numerous forums and in the massmedia. 
The intention to create a single currency for mutual 
settlements was announced at the beginning of the 
year by the leaders of Argentina and Brazil. China 
and Russia at one time officially advocated the trans-
formation of the SDR into a world currency. The ideas 
of de-dollarization of external payments and national 
foreign exchange reserves are now heard through-
out the "Global South."

The BRICS leaders are unlikely to lose sight of the 
development of mutual settlements and the estab-
lishment of a collective currency. Before the XV 
Summit in Johannesburg – and even more before 
the end of the South African chairmanship of BRICS 
– there is still time in which a lot can be done. And 
starting next year, the chairmanship will be taken 
on by Russia, no less interested than other BRICS 
countries in the launch and successful operation of 
an alternative monetary and financial system.

Russia's BRICS priorities for 2024 have yet to be de-
termined, but they are unlikely to be limited to en-
suring the continuity of the existing agenda. Most 
likely, we will put forward important new initiatives 
to strengthen mutually beneficial cooperation in the 
BRICS-SCO-EAEU format – with the possible involve-
ment of the G20/B20, which India currently chairs – 
and the work will continue under the leadership of 
the BRICS countries for another two years. ■
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Africa is perhaps the continent with 
the largest number of integration 
groupings. The Organization of Af-
rican Unity, the African Union (AU) 
and the UN Economic Commission 

for Africa (ECA) for Africa have long stimulated 

the creation of sub-regional integration asso-
ciations,1 believing that they could become the 
basis for the formation of a pan-African politi-
cal and economic association. At some point, 
however, the number of groupings came to 
significantly exceed the number of subregions 

THE DIVERSITY
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Table 1. Regional Economic Communities in Africa

East African Community

Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development

Southern African Development 
Community

Common Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa

Economic Community of  
West African States

Arab Maghreb Union

Economic Community of  
Central African States

Community of Sahel-Saharan States

Name

EAC

IGAD

SADC

COMESA

ECOWAS

AMU

ECCAS

CEN-SAD

Abbreviation

1967/ 2000
Arusha

1986/1996 
Djibouti

1980/1992 
Gaborone

1994 
Lusaka

1975 
Abuja

1989 
Rabat

1983 
Libreville

1998 
Tripoli

Date of  
Establishment, 
Headquarters

1

5

3

7

2

6

4

8

№

Eastern Africa 
Middle Africa

Eastern Africa

South Africa 
Middle Africa 
Eastern Africa

North Africa 
Eastern Africa 
Middle Africa 
South Africa

Western Africa

North Africa

Middle Africa

North Africa 
Eastern Africa 
Western Africa 
Middle Africa

Region

Source: compiled by the authors

Note. EAC existed from 1967 to 1977 and was then reconstituted in 2000, SADC was called the Southern African Development Coordination Conference (SADCC) 
from 1980 to 1992, and IGAD was called the Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and Development (IGADD) from 1986 to 1996.

(North, East, West, Central and Southern Af-
rica), and they have continued to multiply. In 
2006, at the summit of the African Union in 
Banjul, a moratorium was introduced on the 
recognition of new Regional Economic Com-
munities (RECs) beyond the eight already cre-
ated (Table 1).2

As can be seen from Table 1, only ECOWAS, 
ECCAS, IGAD and AMU operate in only one 
subregion, while the activities of the remaining 
groupings cover two, three or even four out of 
the five subregions. Most African states, with 
rare exceptions (Algeria, Mozambique), are part 
of several regional integration communities at 
once (Fig. 1). While overlapping membership 
can be costly (as a rule, financial discipline in 
most African subregional organizations leaves 
much to be desired), membership in some or-
ganizations functionally complements member-
ship in others.

In the economic sphere the RECs were given 
the task of forming free trade zones and cus-
toms unions as an intermediate stage on the 

way to building an African economic union. The 
level of a free trade area has been achieved 
within the frameworks of COMESA, EAC, 
ECOWAS and SADC (the EAC partner countries 
participate in all except ECOWAS), and a cus-
toms union exists within the framework of the 
EAC. IGAD does not set the task of forming a 
free trade zone or a customs union. (CEN-SAD 
experienced a deep institutional crisis after the 
overthrow of Gaddafi, and was partially revived 
only in 2013.)

In the field of security, it was planned to cre-
ate five standby forces in the five subregions, 
within the framework of the implementation 
of the African Peace and Security Architec-
ture. Thus, it was planned to create a North 
Africa Regional Standby Brigade (NASBRIG), 
the East Africa Standby Brigade (EASBRIG), 
the Multinational Force of Central Africa 
(FOMAC), the South Africa Standby Brigade 
(SADCBRIG); and the ECOWAS Standby Bri-
gade (ECOBRIG). As can be seen, the REC 
on the basis of which the brigade was to be 
formed was clearly defined only in the cases 
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Table 2. Level of integration in regional economic communities

AMU

ECCAS

COMESA

IGAD

CEN-SAD

ECOWAS

EAC

SADC

√

√

+
√

+

+

+

√

√

+/–
√

+/–

+

√

√

√

+/–

√

√

√

√

√

√

Subregional  
organization Free Trade Zone Common marketCustoms Union Monetary Union Political 

integration

Stages of integration

√ – the stage is planned; +/- – stage in the process of completion; + – stage completed

Source: compiled by the authors using Ancharaz V. Making the AfCFTA Work. Module 1: Regional Integration in Africa: Overview. 
IDEP, UNECA, 2020. p. 12.

Source: Compiled by the authors using Mumford J. 
The TFTA and Intra-regional Trade in Africa. 6 April 
2017. [Electronic resource]. Access mode: https://
www.howwemadeitinafrica.com/tfta-intra-regional-
trade-africa/58187/
(date accessed: 21.05.2019).

Note. After 2013, Kenya, Guinea, Liberia, and Sao Tome 
and Principe withdrew from CEN-SAD. In 2022, the DR 
Congo joined the EAC.

Figure 1. Overlapping membership of African countries in regional economic organizations
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Sudan
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ECCAS

UMA

IGAD



Source: compiled by the authors on the basis of Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community, 1991. – https://au.int/en/treaties/treaty-
establishing-african-economic-community

of SADC and ECOWAS, and to a lesser extent 
in the case of ECCAS.

The "ideal scheme" of relying on RECs turned 
out to be too far from reality both in the eco-
nomic and security spheres. Thus, within the 
framework of ECOWAS and ECCAS, there are 
the West African Economic and Monetary Union 
(WAEMU/UEMOA)4 and the Economic and Mon-
etary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC), re-
spectively – which with the support of France, 
have had a higher degree of integration since 
colonial times, including a single currency, the 
CFA franc. The situation is similar with SADC, 
where a customs union – the SACU – has also 
existed since colonial times (since 1910).

In ECOWAS, and indeed in Africa as a whole, 
there are strong disagreements between 
French-speaking and English-speaking coun-
tries, skillfully fueled by the former colonial 
powers. In the context of Bernard Lugan's the-
oretical work, French neocolonialism appears 
more "humane" than the "soulless British."5 As 
a result, linguistic identity (Francophones vs. 
Anglophones) becomes stronger than regional 
solidarity (West Africans). As can be seen from 
table 3, only four subregional organizations 
have reached the level of free trade zones. 
Thus, relying on CEN-SAD or IGAD, for exam-

ple, would hardly yield any practical results in 
building the African Economic Community.

In the field of security, the process of forming 
reserve brigades is proceeding with varying de-
grees of success; in the meantime, ad hoc initia-
tives that are entirely outside the REC architec-
ture have been created for new security challeng-
es. These include the Sahel Five to fight Islamists 
in the Sahel zone (with political integration since 
2014 of Burkina Faso, Mauritania, Mali, Niger and 
Chad, and military integration since 2017; how-
ever, Mali left the group in 2022), and the Mul-
tinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) composed 
of Nigeria, Niger, Chad, Cameroon and Benin to 
combat Boko Haram on the shores of Lake Chad. 
In both cases, the potential of ECOWAS, as well 
as CEN-SAD and ECCAS, was untapped. ■

1 In the documents of the African Union, subregional economic 
groupings are called regional, and regional (i.e. within the whole of 
Africa) are called continental.

2 Decision on the Moratorium on the Recognition of Regional 
Economic Communities (RECs), Doc. EX.CL/278 (IX). African Union, 
2006. – https://archives.au.int/handle/123456789/938 

3 The treaty came into force in 1994.

4 Degterev D.A. West African "Eight" Is Gaining Momentum, Asia and 
Africa Today. 2003. № 12. pp. 28-31.

5 Platonova D. Pan-Africanism Today: From neocolonialism to 
multipolarity, Katehon, 02.02.2022. – https://katehon.com/ru/article/
panafrikanizm-segodnya-ot-neokolonializma-k-mnogopolyarnosti

Table 3. Planned stages of the formation of the African Economic Community

Formation of RECs in subregions where they have 
not yet been established

Establishment of the African Common Market

Creation of free trade zones and customs unions 
in each of the RECs

Stabilization of tariff and non-tariff barriers, 
customs duties and internal taxes

Establishment of the Pan-African Economic and 
Monetary Union

TOTAL

Coordination and harmonization of tariff and 
non-tariff systems between RECs

Integration phase

1

5

3

2

6

4

№

6.2а, 28–29

6.2e

6.2c

6.2b, 30–38

6.2f

6.2d

No more than 5 years / 
1999

No more than 4 years / 
2023

No more than 10 years / 
2017

No more than 8 years / 
2007

No more than 5 years / 
2029

Not more than 34 years old

No more than 2 years / 
2019

Article numberDuration / Planned year of 
completion3
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The current stage of China's multi-lev-
el and multifaceted cooperation with 
African countries dates back to the 
first China–Africa Cooperation Fo-
rum, held in 2000 under the auspices 

of the then Chairman of the State Council of the 
People's Republic of China, Jiang Zemin. Initial-
ly (2000–2006), Sino-African cooperation had a 
pronounced economic character. In 2007–2013, 
large-scale investment of Chinese capital in the 
African economy began to play a leading role in 
promoting Chinese interests in Africa – along with 
trade, services and construction. Finally, since 

2013, after Xi Jinping came to power in China, and 
especially after summing up the results of the XX 
Congress of the CPC held in October 2022, a new 
task for the integrated development of Africa has 
been set.

China has created a workable doctrine to 
strengthen its political, economic, cultural, ideo-
logical and military influence in Africa. There 
are signs that a stratagem approach has been 
developed, the meaning of which is not only to 
strengthen the Chinese political and economic 
presence on the continent, but also to familiarize 

SINO-AFRICAN
INTERACTION 
THROUGH THE PRISM 
OF "BIG DATA"

Evgeny 
ZELENEV, 
Director of the 
Institute of Asian 
and African Studies, 
Higher School of 
Economics –  
St. Petersburg

Maria 
SOLOSHCHEVA, 
Associate Professor, 
Department of Chinese, 
South and Southeast 
Asian Studies, Higher 
School of Economics – 
St. Petersburg

“The world is on the verge of change” – is a banal thought. Obviously, 

changes are already taking place. The question is how to capture them, 

measure them, and finally evaluate them. You can't do that without a 

scientific approach. Readers are offered material based on the long-term 

research work of the Arabist and culturologist Evgeny Zelenev, and the 

sinologist and Tibetologist Maria Soloshcheva, both representing the 

Higher School of Economics.
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Africa with Chinese plans for the global recon-
struction of the world.

This article is devoted to analysis of the Chinese 
potential in the African direction with the help of 
strategic measurements. We address the geopo-
litical, trade, economic, financial, investment and 
military dimensions, and their implementation in 
the analysis of Sino-African policy.

The tables presented in this article show the first 
15 countries of each ranking. Complete lists for all 
54 countries and quantitative indicators for each 
of the parameters of all the measurements of in-
fluence can be found at the link: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-PR9N-
pUzVYU4UPWE9iL3Sb-bHPZglvDvCizveGKtwm0/
edit.

THE GEOPOLITICAL DIMENSION

According to the final documents of the XX Con-
gress of the CPC (2022), the PRC is entering a 
new stage of ideological development: the tran-
sition from regional leadership to the struggle for 
global leadership. Ideologically, this transition is 
based on the concept of a common destiny for 
mankind, the meaning of which is the creation of 
a "new form of human civilization."

According to one of the luminaries of Chinese so-
cial thought, Liang Shumin (1893–1988), the core 
culture around which the future universal culture 
of mankind should be formed will be Chinese cul-
ture, revived in the context of the socialist social 
system. The practical embodiment of this ideolog-
ical goal is the increase in the geopolitical factor 
in China's foreign policy.

China's geopolitical interests in Africa include 
the following basic parameters: population, 
area of the country, population density, whether 
or not the country has access to the sea, loca-
tion on strategically important transcontinental 
logistics routes, the size of the Chinese diaspo-
ra in the country and, of course, a friendly atti-

tude to China of the country's political leader-
ship and main political elites. As a result, African 
countries are ranked in descending order of 
their geopolitical importance for China as fol-
lows (Table 1).

THE TRADE, ECONOMIC, FINANCIAL 
AND INVESTMENT DIMENSIONS

Without aspiring to a detailed analysis of the 
trade, economic, financial and investment aspects 
of Chinese policy in Africa, to which many studies 
are devoted, we will limit ourselves only to giv-
ing a rating of African countries according to their 
trade, economic, financial and investment attrac-
tiveness for the PRC (Table 2).

The rating of trade and economic attractiveness 
is based on the following indicators: the volume 
of imports, exports and total trade, the share of 
Chinese goods in the total imports of an African 
country and the share of goods exported to Chi-
na in the total exports of an African country, the 
volume of energy imported by China, the pres-
ence of a surplus in trade with China by an African 
country, and the existence of natural resources 
that have a high share of imports by China.

The rating of financial and investment attractive-
ness is based on a comparison of the following in-
dicators: the book value of FDI, the amount of bor-
rowing, China's income from construction projects 
in African countries, the country's debt to China, 
its ratio to the country's GDP, and some others.

THE MILITARY DIMENSION

The most important argument in favor of the the-
sis of the strengthening the geopolitical vector of 
Chinese policy in Africa is the creation of a multi-
functional Chinese military base in Djibouti, today 
the only official military base of the PRC abroad. 
In no other region of the world has China declared 
such a strong readiness to defend its geopolitical 
interests by all available means, including the mil-
itary. From 2017 to 2023, China rapidly increased 

9  Ethiopia

7  Tanzania
6  Angola

10  DR Congo

8  Morocco

5  Algeria

1  Nigeria

3  Egypt
2  South Africa

4  Kenya
15  Côte d'Ivoire

13  Zimbabwe

11  Ghana

14  Tunisia

12  Sudan

Table 1. Rating of African countries by their geopolitical attractiveness for China
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the presence of its armed forces in Africa. We 
should clarify: official Chinese statistics on the 
size of the PLA contingent in Africa are not freely 
available. However, according to estimates dis-
seminated in the world media, the Chinese mili-
tary presence is steadily increasing.

There are still relatively few Chinese troops in 
Africa: 2.5–3 thousand at the military base in Dji-
bouti and about the same number as part of the 
armed forces of UN special operations. However, 
there is another very important category: armed 
citizens of the PRC, specially prepared for actions 
on the African continent. We are talking about a 
large contingent of employees of Chinese private 
security companies (PSCs), many of whom per-
form the functions of private military companies 
(PMCs). According to estimates, today there are 
10 Chinese PSCs in Africa, the number of employ-
ees of which may exceed 2.5 thousand people.

Let us single out the following parameters for mea-
suring Chinese military influence: the numbers of 
PSCs operating in the country and representative 
offices of the PSCs, the presence of a Chinese 
military contingent (including a UN contingent) on 
the territory of the country, the presence of a mil-
itary base of the PRC and related logistics routes, 

the presence of ports serving the PLA Navy, lo-
gistics hubs that provide international air and rail 
transportation among other things, the volume of 
arms trade, and some other factors. As a result, a 
rating in this area is formed (Table 3).

Let's combine the ratings of geopolitical, trade, eco-
nomic, financial and investment attractiveness into 
a common rating, which we will also adjust taking 
into account the rating of the military attractiveness 
of African countries for the PRC. This approach is 
completely new, since a few years ago there was 
no talk of any military presence of the PRC in Africa. 
Although this factor does not fundamentally change 
the overall picture (the list of the two dozen leading 
“follower countries” of the PRC in Africa is relatively 
stable), today it is increasing its importance, and as 
a result, the rating of the attractiveness of African 
countries is in flux. As an example, the 15 countries 
that are most important from the point of view of 
geopolitics and economics are given, as well as the 
correction of this rating as a result of taking into ac-
count the military dimension (Table 4).

The above data allow us to begin a serious analy-
sis of which of the “follower countries” of the PRC 
gradually but steadily find themselves under the 
strategic geopolitical guardianship of China to the 

Table 2.  Rating of African countries by their trade, economic, financial and investment 
attractiveness for China

Rating of trade and economic 
attractiveness

Rating of financial and investment 
attractiveness

4  Gabon

8  Libya

2  DR Congo

6  Congo

1  Angola

5  Ghana

3        South Africa

7  Nigeria

12  Guinea

10  Zambia

13-14  Cameroon

9        South Sudan

13-14  Ethiopia

11   Sudan

15  Kenya

4  Zambia

8  DR Congo

2  Ethiopia

6  Egypt

1  Angola

5  Nigeria

3  Kenya

7        South Africa

11-13  Congo

10  Cameroon

14  Uganda

9  Sudan

11-13  Tanzania

11-13 Ghana

15    Mozambique

9  Uganda

7  Ethiopia
6  Ghana

10  Madagascar

8  South Sudan

5  Sudan

1  Djibouti

3  South Africa
2  Kenya

4  Nigeria
15  Zambia

13  Egypt

11  Mali

14  Gabon

12  Mozambique

Table 3.  Rating of African countries according to their military attractiveness for  
the PRC
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extent that it would allow for the protection of Chi-
nese interests in these countries comprehensive-
ly – that is, not only politically and diplomatically, 
but if necessary by military means.

The growth of China's military-political poten-
tial in Africa cannot but worry other major pow-
ers. A high-ranking US military official, General 
S. Townsend, even indicated that the confronta-
tion between the United States and China in Af-
rica should be considered as neither more nor 
less than the initial phase of the Third World War. 
Moreover, China was declared a likely military ad-
versary of the United States, along with Russia. It 
should be noted that this happened much earlier 
than the aggravation of the military-political situa-

tion in Eastern Europe in connection with the start 
of the Russian special military operation on the 
territory of Ukraine.

Conclusion

So far, Chinese military-political bloc diplomacy 
in Africa is taking its first steps, and until recently 
this process was hidden for the uninitiated. One 
thing is indisputable: after the stages of coloniza-
tion then decolonization in the era of the bipolar 
world, which ended in the 1990s with the collapse 
of the USSR, the African continent is again begin-
ning dynamic geopolitical movement, the trigger 
of which is the policy of the PRC in this part of the 
world. ■

Table 4.  Comparison of the ratings of the attractiveness of African countries for China, 
taking into account and without taking into account the military factor

Rating of the attractiveness of African 
countries for China without taking into 

account the military dimension

Rating of the attractiveness of African 
countries for China, taking into account 

the military dimension

4  DR Congo

8  Ghana

2        South Africa

6  Ethiopia

1  Angola

5  Kenya

3  Nigeria

7  Egypt

12  Cameroon

10  Sudan

14  Congo

9  Zambia

13  Algeria

11   Tanzania

15   Mozambique, Guinea, 
Côte d'Ivoire

4  Ethiopia

8  Egypt

2  Nigeria

6  Sudan

1        South Africa

5  Ghana

3  Kenya

7  Angola

12  Gabon

10  DR Congo

14  Algeria

9  Zambia

13  Djibouti

11       Mozambique

15  Uganda
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In Russia, a clear criterion has been devel-
oped under what conditions it is neces-
sary to build a subway: this issue begins to 
be discussed if the population of the city 
reaches 1 million people. Today, subways 

operate in 7 Russian cities, with the largest net-
work of underground lines, of course, in Mos-
cow. The Moscow subway is one of the largest, 
and indeed is considered the most beautiful in 
the world. The first line was opened in 1935, 
and since then the construction of the subway 
in Moscow has not stopped. It went on even 
in the most difficult years of the Second World 
War.

The Moscow subway has been growing espe-
cially fast since Sergei Sobyanin became may-
or of Moscow. He considers the development 
of the urban transport system to be one of the 
main tasks of the Moscow government. Under 
his leadership, the construction of the subway in 
the Russian capital has reached a record pace. 
Since 2011, 223 km of subway lines have been 
laid and 109 new stations have been opened. 
The Big Circle Line of the subway was built, with 
a circumference of 70 km. This project is the 
largest in the history of subway construction not 
only in Russia, but in the world, and was imple-
mented in just 10 years.

Moscow is one of the fastest growing megacities 
in the world. In 2012, its area was increased by 
2.5 times. The new borders, along with large set-
tlements, included sparsely settled areas. Their 

integration into the overall transport network also 
required non-standard solutions. As a result, to-
day a unique transport framework is being creat-
ed and developed in Moscow; along with new ex-
pressways and subway lines that now go far be-
yond the former city limits, it includes modernized 
railways passing through the whole of Moscow, 
the Moscow Central Diameters, uniting the center 
and districts of the Moscow region.

Thanks to the formation of a system of modern and 
comfortable transport hubs, transfers between all 
modes of transport have become more comfort-
able and safer, and the time of movement around 
the city has been significantly reduced. For exam-
ple, the largest transport hub, "Nizhegorodskaya," 
unites two subway lines, ground transport stops, 
an intracity railway platform (Moscow Central Cir-
cle) and a suburban railway platform. It can serve 
about 600 thousand passengers per day.

According to the Department of Foreign Econom-
ic and International Relations of the Moscow Gov-
ernment, the best technologies, approaches, and 
vast experience in the construction of the subway 
can be provided to African partners, who are al-
ready showing interest in them.

In June 2023, Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki, 
who arrived in Moscow on the first official visit 
in the history of the two countries, went down 
to the Moscow subway and inspected several 
stations. The engineering education of the dis-
tinguished guest allowed him to appreciate the 

A SUBWAY 
AS A SIGN OF 
URBANIZATION

Olga DEDOVSKAYA,  editor, National Review, graduate of RUDN University named 
after Patrice Lumumba

A subway can be considered as one of the indicators of 

urbanization. It significantly speeds up makes more convenient 

the movement around a city, and in large metropolitan areas 

you simply cannot manage without one. It is also a symbol of 

prestige which many cities dream of having.
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Cairo

The first subway line on the African continent was opened in Cairo in 1987. 
It consisted of 33 stations and included two surface lines connected by a 
large underground section. Two years later, a second line appeared. At this 
time new steps were taken in technical terms: the laying of the first tunnel 
under the Nile River, and the use of a contact rail – which is considered more 
complex technically than an overhead contact wire network, but at the same 
time a more progressive technical solution. In 1999, the third line came into 
operation. Today, the Cairo subway has a length of 88.5 km and includes 74 
stations. It is planned to build three more lines with a total length of 63 km, 
most of which will be underground. One of the lines may be the first fully 
automated and unmanned line. Partners from France and Japan are helping 
Egypt in the development of the Cairo subway.

 

Tunisia

Despite the presence of the word Métro in the name of the Tunisian “subway,” 
it is a different type of urban transport. In other megacities, such systems are 
called high-speed trams, light rail, or as in Moscow, “light subway.” In Tunisia, 
high-speed multi-car rail transport appeared in 1985. It consists of eight lines, 
with 66 stations over a total length of 43 km. Connected to this network is the 
TGM train, which serves the city and some suburbs.

 

Algeria

Inaugurated in Algiers on November 1, 2011, the underground line marked 
the emergence of a second subway in Africa. But the history of the Algerian 
subway began much earlier. The first project appeared in 1928. For various 
reasons, it never saw the light of day, but they returned to this idea again 
in the 70s. The city authorities planned to build three lines, and the official 
start of the work was intended to be in 1982. German and Japanese special-
ists were invited to participate, and the possibility of participation of Soviet 
subway builders was also considered. Work progressed very slowly, and in 
1988 the project was frozen. It was resumed in 2002, when French and Alge-
rian-German companies took it on with the support of other foreign partners. 
After the opening in 2011, this first and only line was expanded, and today it 
has a length of 18.2 km and 19 stations.

 

Other projects

In Côte d'Ivoire, a 37.5 km (23.3 mi) rapid transit network is 
being built, which will cross the country's economic capital, 
Abidjan, from north to south.

In Nigeria, in January 2023, President Muhammad Buhari in-
augurated the first phase of a new rapid transit project for 

Lagos, two lines under construction. Over time, it is planned 
to build five more lines.

In Eritrea, a unique project for the construction of a subway is 
being considered with the participation of Russian specialists. 
If implemented, it will be the highest altitude subway in the 
world – as the capital of this country, Asmara, is located at 
around 2400 m above sea level, higher than a bird's flight.

There are more than 50 countries in the world where a subway has been built. In Africa, so far only 
three national capitals have a subway: Cairo, Algiers and Tunis.

39Russia–Africa / July / 2023



Moscow “underground,” after which a sketch of 
the first three subway lines in the capital of Er-
itrea, the city of Asmara, appeared right at the 
Arbatskaya station. Moscow subway builders 
who have gone to Eritrea to carry out survey 
and design work consider this project very am-
bitious and unique in its kind, because Asmara 
is located at an altitude of 2400 meters above 
sea level. Thus the tunnels will be 1 km higher 
than in the highest mountain rail transport sys-

In 2023, the company is celebrat-
ing its 65th anniversary. Since 
the late 1950s, it has been de-
signing engineering systems, in-
cluding underground ones. "We 

can safely say that modern Moscow 
stands on utilities systems that were 
once designed by the company's 
specialists," said Yuri KRAVTSOV, 
General Director of Mosinzhproekt 
Engineering Holding, Inc.

Another important area of work 
since the founding of Mosinzhproekt has been 
the design of roads. For example, in 1984 the 
unique Rusakovskaya overpass was built to the 
company's project, with a span length of 62.5 m 
without intermediate supports. This project still 
has no analogues in Europe. The company's spe-
cialists are currently involved in the construction 
of the Moscow High-Speed Diameter, a modern 
highway with a length of about 100 km and doz-
ens of complex engineering structures, including 
overpasses and tunnels. It will connect areas with 
more than 5 million inhabitants and significantly 
improve the transport links of the capital.

Mosinzhproekt, as an engineering holding com-
pany that performs the full cycle of work, has 
been participating since 2011 in the Moscow Met-
ro development program. The holding's special-
ists have gained unique experience in the con-
struction of tunnels in a densely populated me-
tropolis – next to residential buildings and busi-
ness centers, architectural monuments, as well 
as numerous underground facilities and utilities. 
In 2016, Mosinzhproekt used giant tunnel boring 
complexes for the first time, in the construction of 
double-track tunnels on the new line of the Mos-
cow metro. In 2020, a world record was even set 
for the number of tunnel boring complexes oper-
ating in one project: 23 machines were working 
at the same time.

For the construction of the Big Circle tunnels, 
Mosinzhproekt specialists organized a tunneling 
control center where all information was received 
in real time. This made it possible to manage the 
mechanized complexes promptly and, if neces-
sary, adjust the actions of their crews.

"During the construction of the giant metro ring, 
in addition to the installation of the main struc-

tem in the world today, in the city of Serfaus in 
Austria.

One of the largest and most experienced par-
ticipants in transport infrastructure development 
programs in Moscow is Mosinzhproekt Engineer-
ing Holding. We asked this company to talk about 
its experience and share further plans, including 
possible participation in projects on the African 
continent.
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tures, waterproofing, interior design, architec-
tural decoration, installation of engineering 
systems, and many other works were carried 
out at each station," said Yuri Kravtsov. The 
number of people working on the construction 
of the Big Circle during peak periods reached 
11.5 thousand people. To manage this number 
of personnel, Mosinzhproekt implemented a 
planning and monitoring system which helped 
to see the whole picture of the work and flex-
ibly redistribute builders between sites when 
necessary.

Today, Mosinzhproekt continues its participation 
in the Moscow Metro development program. 
Soon one of its lines will reach Vnukovo Interna-
tional Airport, and it will be the first airport in Rus-
sia with its own metro station.

According to the UN, by the middle of the XXI 
century, African megacities will lead the ratings 
of the most populated agglomerations. This will 
require large-scale work on the development of 
public transport.

"The creation of transport facilities, including 
underground ones, their integration into the 
existing urban environment, and the provision 
of transport infrastructure for new urban areas 

are the unique competencies of Mosinzhproekt 
specialists," said Yuri Kravtsov. The holding is 
aimed at expanding the geography of regional 
and international cooperation. It will be happy to 
share the experience and technologies gained 
in the implementation of unique transport proj-
ects, and is ready to support the initiatives of the 
government of Russia and the government of 
Moscow in this area. ■

Vladimir Putin and 
Sergei Sobyanin 
opened the Big 
Circle Line of the 
Moscow Metro

Sergei Sobyanin at the opening of the Big Circle Line 
of the Moscow Metro
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POINT OF VIEW

In the second half of the XX century, begin-
ning in the 60s and a little later, the whole of 
Africa began to free itself from colonialism. 
What did it come to decades after indepen-
dence?

I always cite the example of Congo-Kinshasa 
(DRC), which for people of my generation has be-
come a symbol of Africa's struggle for freedom. 
Until 1960, this huge country in the center of the 
continent was considered the personal property 
of the King of Belgium. More than 30 million peo-
ple lived there, but only 8 indigenous Congolese 
had higher education – and these people, stand-
ing at the head of a young nation, were supposed 
to raise it up from slavery and poverty, lead it to 

development and prosperity. Of course, the co-
lonialists were not going to give up. We are well 
aware that the intelligence services of Belgium, 
Great Britain, and the United States acted against 
the new Congolese government, joined by the in-
ternal opposition. A military coup took place, and 
Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba was overthrown 
and killed. The Congo returned to submission to 
the West. Its stooge Mobutu, who was in pow-
er for more than three decades, plundered the 
country of many billions of dollars. To his people, 
he left poverty, lack of basic social guarantees, 
rampant corruption among officials, a split along 
ethnic lines, and incessant armed conflicts and 
wars with neighboring states, which cost the Con-
go itself several million lives.
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Yet now we see that, despite all the tragedy of 
its history, the Congo is overcoming difficulties 
and moving forward. Its population exceeds 
111 million people. The Congolese University 
produces several tens of thousands of gradu-
ates annually, and many Congolese youth are 
educated abroad – that is, there is an active 
process of formation of a national elite and a 
constant influx of educated personnel into the 
economy. Much in the education system, as in 
other important areas, is still far from perfect, 
but one cannot even compare the current situ-
ation with the plight in which the Congo found 
itself half a century ago.

The example of the Congo (and we can cite 
examples of the progress of many other Afri-
can countries) allows us to look at the future 
of Africa with a certain degree of optimism. But 
to understand the processes taking place on 
this continent, one must not be an optimist or 
a pessimist, but a realist – that is, to see both 
strength and weakness, successes and prob-
lems, as well as the sources of both.

In the early years of independence, young Af-
rican governments turned to the experience 
of other countries. Many were forced into the 
Western path of development based on so-
called market principles and economic free-
dom, which implied the abandonment of state 
control in favor of private initiative. In fact, it 
all came down to giving freedom of action to 
foreign corporations, and further development 
proceeded in line with what was in its essence a 
neo-colonial model. At some point, this course 
was opposed by the Soviet Union, which assist-
ed friendly African countries in creating their 
own industry. But in general, in sub-Saharan 
Africa (except for South Africa), the structure of 
the economy has retained its resource charac-
ter. Africa still "feeds" the West, which robbed 
and robs it, pumping resources.

Africa inherited many other problems from the 
era of colonialism. After gaining independence, 
the former colonies were left with the borders 
established by colonial administrations, as a 
rule without taking into account local realities. 
But aware of the danger of any (even justified) 
territorial claims, the African Union – and after 
it other interstate associations – immediately 
agreed not to touch the problem of borders. 
However, it is not always possible to preserve 
the status quo. It was necessary to recognize 
the separation of Eritrea from Ethiopia, then the 
split into two parts of Sudan – supported by the 
West, which did not settle down and is pushing 
Sudan to further fragmentation.

At the official level, African states have repeat-
edly stated their rejection of coups d'état, but 
they still occur. It is not possible to avoid in-
ter-ethnic conflicts, which in Africa are partly for 
objective reasons. Look at the natural factors: 
the Sahara is expanding, and the nomads have 
no choice but to leave the arid lands and move 
south with their herds, where they encounter 
sedentary peasant farmers. If we talk about the 
difficulties of combating Muslim terrorist orga-
nizations, then we must take into account that 
they are engaged not only in murder and hos-
tage-taking, but also in charity, and therefore 
they enjoy the support of a certain part of the 
local population – and these well-armed and 
trained groups are opposed by detachments 
of sometimes half-starved and poorly-paid gov-
ernment troops which have somehow been as-
sembled.

Therefore, it is premature to think that Africa 
has embarked on the main line of development 
and has cloudless prospects ahead of it. Coups, 
outbreaks of extremism, armed conflicts, as 
well as crises and corruption of elites, are inev-
itable. In Africa, the complex process of chang-
ing social relations continues, and the develop-
ment of state forms and structures that corre-
spond to the local traditions of African peoples 
is underway. Under these conditions, imposing 
other people's rules and recommendations on 
them may be counterproductive. Africans them-
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selves, taking into account the specifics of their 
civilization (or, more correctly, civilizations), will 
be able to find solutions to their problems. And 
they, of course, will prefer to focus on those 
partners who, while helping them, do not inter-
fere in their affairs.

In this respect, Russia has an obvious advan-
tage. The role of the Soviet Union in the decolo-
nization of Africa is well known, and although in 
the West this role is hushed up and diminished 
in every possible way, Africans themselves per-
ceive it as an integral and important part of their 
history. Of course, there were also controver-
sial moments in it, such as for example the pos-
tulate of the need to choose Marxism and the 
course of building socialism, right up to copying 
Soviet structures, which was not always bene-
ficial. But the countries that adopted the Soviet 
model have achieved impressive success in the 
development of education, health care, indus-
try, and the possibility of social lifts for the gen-
eral population. An example of this cooperation 
is the polyclinic in Addis Ababa, built with the 
assistance of the Soviet Union, which has be-
come one of the most modern medical centers 
on the African continent – and where today, to-
gether with the Russian Academy of Sciences, 
scientific research is conducted on the basis of 
biotechnology.

Unfortunately, there was a period of decline in 
our relations. After the collapse of the USSR, 
Russia de facto withdrew from Africa – although 
many of us tried as best we could to counteract 
this situation. At one of the meetings chaired by 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, A. Kozyrev, I took 
the floor as the director of the Institute of Africa 
and shared my thoughts on the difficulties of 
further work in the African direction, stressing 
that we will have to enter into fierce competi-
tion, and perhaps confrontation with the West. 
Kozyrev didactically replied: “Here we are 
faced with representatives of the old thinking. 
They do not see that we have a growing mutual 
understanding with the West, growing coopera-
tion, etc.” Well, what can I say – there was such 
a minister then, and Russia experienced such a 
difficult time in its history.

This difficult experience in some ways even 
brought us closer to Africa. I remember that 
during meetings with representatives of African 
states held at our institute, we talked about our 
own colossal difficulties in the post-perestroika 
period, in particular the fact that there was an 
endless outflow of capital from Russia, on a huge 
scale. According to our calculations, 1.5 trillion 
dollars "leaked" to the West (some of my academ-

ic friends believed that it was even more), which 
explained many of Russia's problems. When the 
African colleagues heard this, they exclaimed: 
"Oh, welcome aboard! Join our club!" The outflow 
of capital from Africa during the years of indepen-
dence amounted to more than 1 trillion dollars – 
that is, the West pumped out even those relatively 
moderate incomes that African states managed to 
earn in the post-colonial period, which of course 
greatly hampered the process of their socio-eco-
nomic development.

While Russia was absent from the African conti-
nent, other players, especially China, strength-
ened there. If in 1990 the trade turnover of 
the Soviet Union with Africa was several times 
greater than that of the Chinese, today China 
has become the largest trading partner of Af-
rica, with a turnover of 230 billion dollars. Of 
course, Chinese investments were directed pri-
marily to industries for the extraction of the en-
ergy and mineral resources which China needs 
to develop its own industry. But we must give 
credit to the Chinese: they are well aware of the 
needs of African countries and flexibly adapt 
their programs to changing conditions.

When in order to demonstrate its support for 
Africa, the United States decided to remove 
import duties on goods, most of the value of 
which is created on the African continent, the 
Chinese saw this as their chance and began 
to invest in the construction of corresponding 
production facilities – so both Africans and 
Chinese together can enter Western markets. 
Or take the problem of growing debt. Realizing 
that not all countries are able to pay their ac-
cumulated debts, China is restructuring some 
of them and forgiving some of them. Such 
losses are not critical in light of Chinese finan-
cial power, but this step is highly appreciated 
by its partners, which strengthens the atmo-
sphere of trust.

According to some reports, about a million Chi-
nese are already working in Africa. There may 
be some friction between them and the local 
population, especially since Western propagan-
da is making efforts to discredit China. To avoid 
the growth of anti-Chinese sentiment, China 
obliges its representatives to be attentive to 
the traditions of African countries and respect 
their customs.

Russia is very slowly beginning to move. For a 
long time there was talk that Africa for us, and 
we for Africa, are very important partners – but 
practically nothing has been done. But now we 
are getting a historic chance and we can make 
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a breakthrough in the African direction. The 
Russian leadership is ready for this, and this 
is awaited in Africa – where they, I repeat: a) 
remember Soviet support, b) know that Russia 
does not interfere in the internal political affairs 
of other states, and c) appreciate our respectful 
and equitable approach to cooperation, without 
a mentoring tone or imposing our rules. And 
what we should pay more attention to are the 
fundamental processes maturing in Africa that 
will change the whole picture of the world.

Today, very little is said about the phenome-
non of explosive population growth on the Afri-
can continent, especially in sub-Saharan Africa. 
For example, Nigeria, not the largest country in 
terms of territory, already has 214 million inhab-
itants. This is slightly less than the combined 
population of Germany, France, England and Ita-
ly. The fertility rate (number of children born per 
woman) of Nigerian women averages 5.5. It is 
easy to calculate that if this trend continues, in 
two or three decades Nigeria will have a popula-
tion equal in size to the population of the whole 
of Europe.

Together with the famous scientist Pyotr Kapit-
sa, we once estimated what the world's pop-
ulation would look like in the middle of the 
XXI century, and came to the conclusion that 
humanity awaits the biggest revolution in the 
history of Homo sapiens. The number of inhab-
itants of the Earth, having reached a peak of 
about 8–9 billion, will begin to decline. Today, 
signs of an approaching reversal are already 
visible. With Europe, it's clear, and unfortunate-

ly Russia also cannot count on correcting the 
demographic situation. In the United States, the 
population is maintained solely by immigration. 
China has stopped: in 2022, 1 million fewer in-
habitants lived there than a year earlier. India is 
also close to a tipping point. Against this back-
ground, Africa retains a huge demographic po-
tential. In 30–40 years, one in five (and maybe 
one in four) people on Earth will be African – 
and according to the laws of economics, an in-
creasing share of production will begin to move 
from regions experiencing a shortage of labor 
resources to where there is a surplus of labor, 
that is, to Africa.

The American elite has already slept through 
the rise of China, which will become the most 
powerful economic player by the end of this de-
cade (by 2030), according to an IMF forecast. 
Taking into account purchasing power parity, 
India will be in second place in terms of GDP, 
the United States will be in third place, Indone-
sia in fourth, and Turkey or Brazil will be fifth. 
Among African countries, Egypt and possibly 
Nigeria – which also has a chance to enter the 
world top ten – will have good positions.

In recent years, a number of African countries 
have been ahead of the West in terms of GDP 
rates, and in the foreseeable future, we may wit-
ness the rapid rise of Egypt, Ethiopia, South Af-
rica, and a number of other African states. This 
will be their contribution to changing the global 
balance, to building a fairer future. Therefore, 
our realistic approach will take on an increas-
ingly optimistic hue. ■
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this regard, since Russia has always enjoyed a good 
reputation in Africa.

What tasks were assigned to you as the head of the 
delegation? Who were its members?

The main task was to demonstrate Russia's interest in 
cooperation with the new government and readiness 
to provide the republic with the widest possible sup-
port. Based on the assessment of South Africa's cur-
rent and future needs, a number of possible areas of 
cooperation were identified, and the composition of 
the delegation was formed with this in mind. It included 
six ministers and a number of other high-ranking gov-
ernment officials, as well as representatives of Russian 
business. The economies of our countries have a lot 
in common, and this was also taken into account. In 
particular, it is known that Russia and South Africa oc-
cupy key positions in the fields of mining of diamonds, 
gold, and platinum group metals. The Chairman of the 
Russian Committee for Precious Metals and Precious 
Stones, who took part in the trip, held successful nego-
tiations with the management of DeBeers, which at that 
time was a monopolist in the diamond market. Togeth-
er, they laid the foundation for the stable development 
of this market for years to come and provided condi-
tions for the sustainable work of mining companies.

What interested you and, perhaps, surprised South 
Africa?

Oleg Nikolaevich, how was the visit of 
your delegation to South Africa pre-
pared?

 For me, this trip came as a surprise. 
The decision to send a delegation and 

my appointment as its head were made by President 
Boris Yeltsin. In the government, I was responsible 
for a wide range of industrial sectors, from energy 
to mechanical engineering. All of these areas could 
be interesting for negotiation; the Russian Ministry of 
Defense showed especial perseverance. Apparent-
ly, it had already established channels of interaction 
with its South African counterparts and saw oppor-
tunities for broad military-technical cooperation with 
one of the strongest countries on the African conti-
nent in this regard – which had its own air force and 
even had a cosmodrome built with the assistance of 
the Americans.

In South Africa at this time, the powers of the govern-
ment headed by Frederick Willem de Klerk were end-
ed, and Nelson Mandela took up the duties of the head 
of state. A new era was beginning. The country was 
changing its political course, and it was necessary to 
hurry. Our competitors in America were also well aware 
of this. A visit of US Vice President Al Gore was planned, 
but Americans, as you know, are not particularly wel-
come in states that have chosen an independent path 
of development. We had an undoubted advantage in 
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As a professional metallurgist with extensive pro-
duction and management experience, I was espe-
cially interested in this area. South Africa, despite 
all the difficulties associated with restrictions on its 
activities due to apartheid, had made great strides 
in the production of special stainless and alloy steel 

grades and nickel ferroalloys. We also paid attention 
to its achievements in the field of coal processing – 
after all, Russia also has quite large coal deposits, 
but uses them mainly as a source of raw materials 
for energy and for the production of metallurgical 
coke, while our African colleagues had learned how 

MEETING      WITH
NELSON MANDELA 
There are many interesting events in the history of cooperation between Russia 
and Africa, but one of them is particularly worth highlighting. It relates to the period 
when almost simultaneously there were changes of the state systems in Russia, 
which survived the collapse of the Soviet Union, and in the Republic of South 
Africa, where the apartheid regime collapsed. Before that, there were no official 
relations between our countries – we, like many in the world, refused to deal 
with a racist state. And now it was time to turn a new page. In November 1995, 
a government delegation went to South Africa, headed by First Deputy Prime 
Minister of Russia Oleg SOSKOVETS.
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to obtain motor fuel and a wide range of chemical 
materials from coal – which partly compensated for 
the shortage of oil and gas, which South Africa does 
not have.

I was impressed by how far South Africa had advanced 
in the development of science and technology. We 
once again recognized that this is not just a store-
house of iron ore, copper, chromium, diamonds and 
other minerals, but a country with a highly diversified 
and well-organized economy, with qualified personnel 
from among the local people. We discovered South Af-
rica and made it clear to our future partners that Russia 
is committed to the broadest possible cooperation in 
various fields.

I was pleased with the friendly atmosphere that we 
felt from the first steps on African soil. The local press 
covered our visit only in positive tones, officials and 
representatives of the business community showed 
openness, and the public was very sympathetic. For 
our part, we stressed that we considered our visit as 
an important step for building relations with South Af-
rica and, through interaction with South Africa, with all 
countries of the African continent.

The program of your visit probably included not only 
the business part?

The special part of the program included a trip to the 
island and the prison in which Nelson Mandela had 
been locked up for 27 years. Now it contains a me-
morial museum, but before it was a gloomy place, and 
made a depressing impression. We were filled with 
even greater respect for this man, who had stood up 
for the rights of his people. He had not committed any 

crimes, but he was declared a criminal and punished 
very severely. Only under pressure from the world 
community and the demands of many states, includ-
ing our country, did the former South African author-
ities agree to concessions, and Nelson Mandela was 
able to be released.

You had personal meetings with him. What impres-
sion did this person make on you?

On behalf of the Russian leadership, I personally pre-
sented Nelson Mandela with the Order of Friendship. 
For me, this was not only a responsibility and an honor, 
but also a pleasant mission. Despite the hardest trials 
of life, he did not look broken, and of course did not 
look like a fanatical extremist, as his enemies had por-
trayed him. He was calm, friendly, had an undoubted 
gift for conducting an interesting conversation, and 
not only spoke himself but also listened attentively. He 
had almost no idea of what Russia is like, and taking 
advantage of the opportunity to get first-hand infor-
mation, asked about our country with great interest. 
I talked about what kind of social structure we have 
now, how the transition to market relations is going, 
how private entrepreneurship is developing, and of 
course shared the plans of our government to work at 
the international level and cooperate with South Africa. 
Nelson Mandela supported our efforts and instructed 
us to organize a trip to Cape Town, where the country's 
parliament is located. A group of Russian parliamentar-
ians, members of the Federation Council and deputies 
of the State Duma, went there.

What results did your trip have for further relations 
with South Africa?

It was certainly successful and productive. We man-
aged to make progress in many areas of cooperation 
and reach practical agreements. But unfortunately, the 
political culture of Russia at that time suffered from a 
lack of continuity and consistency, and this was the rea-
son for many of our failures in the international arena. 
At the head of the delegation, I did not represent my-
self personally but the state – yet after my departure 
from the government, no one was engaged in the im-
plementation of the agreements reached (or at least I 
do not know anything about such attempts). There has 
been a long pause in our relations with Africa.

Today, there are signs that Russia is finally truly turning 
to Africa. A summit will be held in St. Petersburg with 
the participation of heads of state and numerous dele-
gations from African countries, followed by the BRICS 
summit in South Africa, where according to the Kremlin 
press service, "Russia will be represented at a worthy 
level." I would like to see that where almost 30 years 
ago we laid the foundations of our new relations, a se-
rious impetus has finally been given to their develop-
ment. ■
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Valery Pavlovich, the organization of research 
expeditions is not included in the explicit duties 
of the Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary. Why did you decide to take on this 
business and even take a personal part in it?

For me, as for any Russian person, the name of Pushkin 
means a lot – and when you work in Africa, where it is also 
surrounded by veneration, you realize even more his special 
significance for strengthening our ties. It is unlikely that any 
state aside from Russia can declare the existence between 
our peoples of such deep common historical and cultural 
roots. And to promote these ties with the general public is 
the direct duty of a diplomat. I won’t even mention natu-
ral human curiosity – the opportunity to take part in such 
searches is a rare chance in life that few people are given.

We should probably describe how Pushkin himself treat-
ed the history of his African origin, and what had been 
established by further research about this?

As you know, Pushkin was very interested in the life of his 
African great-grandfather, spent a lot of time in the archives 
and even wrote the famous book, "The Arap of Peter the 
Great," which in Soviet times served as the basis for a film 
with the participation of popular actors. The movie turned 

PUSHKIN IS 
PUSHKIN IN 
AFRICA TOO

The name of Alexander Pushkin is widely known outside of Russia, but he is especially revered in 

Africa, where they know that an ancestor of the greatest Russian poet was a native of their region. 

Who he was and where exactly he came from remained a mystery for a long time. An expedition 

organized with the active participation of Russian ambassador Valery Vorobyov helped to estab-

lish a number of important facts that allow us to find the answers to these questions.

Valery VOROBYOV – a well-known diplomat and scientist, professor, and doctor of law – has 

repeatedly traveled to Africa to work in diplomatic missions, including as Ambassador Extraordi-

nary and Plenipotentiary of the Russian Federation in the Republic of Chad and in the Kingdom of 

Morocco. He gladly shared with us his memories of the search for Pushkin's ancestral roots.
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out to be entertaining, but far from Pushkin's book, and even 
farther from true history. However, even in serious studies 
that claim to be scientific, the established facts are often 
mixed with unproven versions and all sorts of speculation.

The general outline of the whole story is as follows. The 
Russian tsar-reformer Peter I (Peter the Great), while 
traveling in Europe – where he picked up a lot of useful 
knowledge for governing his own state – liked the custom 
of European monarchs to keep blacks at court. He also 
wanted to have in his entourage, as they said then, a little 
moor. Such a delicate assignment was carried out by S.L. 
Vladislavich-Raguzinsky, who temporarily served as the 
Russian ambassador in Istanbul. In 1704, through the me-
diation of the Grand Vizier, he purchased three Black boys 
who were kept in the seraglio and brought up as pages of 
the Sultan. One of them, Ibrahim, was baptized upon ar-
rival in Moscow and received the biblical name Abraham. 
Then, for simplicity, they began to call him Abram.

And here it is worth emphasizing an important point. Unlike 
the European kings, who treated African children as enter-
tainment, Peter accepted Abram Hannibal as a close mem-
ber of his circle. He became the godfather of the child, and 
when he grew up, he appointed him valet, secretary, and 
keeper of the drawings, maps and books that were in the 
royal office. The king took Hannibal on military campaigns 
and foreign travels, and sent him to study in Europe for sev-
eral years. In France, Hannibal was given the high rank of 
Captain of the Life Guards – and this at a time when many 
Africans were becoming slaves. Upon his return to Russia 
in 1723, he continued his career brilliantly, and eventually 
became the first engineer-general of the Russian army.

All these facts are quite well-known, but opinions differ 
about how the future Abram Hannibal had ended up in 
Istanbul. According to some assumptions, he had been 
kidnapped; according to others, the boy's father gave him 
to the Turks himself, either on account of debt, or for the 
sake of establishing peaceful relations with a powerful 
neighbor. It is unlikely that it will ever be possible to prove 
this or that version, but it was an entirely realistic task to 
establish the origin of Pushkin's ancestor.

How did the idea arise to look for the ancestral roots of 
Pushkin's ancestor in Chad and not in Ethiopia, or more 
precisely in ancient Abyssinia, as we were told in school 
textbooks?

It is often overlooked that in past centuries the contours of 
states were different, and the names of places themselves 
were often determined by people who had never been there. 
So Abyssinia for the Russians of that time was just something 
very distant in the depths of the African continent.

One of the first to doubt the "Ethiopian" version was the 
Russian writer Vladimir Nabokov. In 1964, he expressed 
the opinion that Hannibal's homeland should be sought 
south of Lake Chad. This hypothesis was developed 
by the French philologist of African origin Dieudonné 
Gnammankou: he identified as the place for possible 
searches the border area between Chad and Camer-
oon, where the Sultanate of Logon could be located. 
Indeed, in his petition in 1742 to Empress Elizabeth 
(daughter of Peter the Great) for approval of his family 
coat of arms, Hannibal himself had written: "I come from 
Africa, from the local nobility. I was born in the domain 
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of my father, in the city of Logon, which also had two 
more cities under it."

The idea to find the homeland of Hannibal inspired our re-
searcher from St. Petersburg, Igor Danilov, during the cel-
ebration of the 200th anniversary of the birth of Pushkin 
in 1999. He appealed through the Foreign Ministry to the 
Russian embassy in Chad, with a request for assistance in 
organizing the expedition.

How did this expedition go and how did it end?

Igor Danilov himself wrote about it in detail in his most 
interesting book, "Pushkin's Great-Grandfather Hannibal," 
which has already become a bibliographic rarity. I will fo-
cus only on the most important points. First, we visited the 
city of Logon-Gana, which is located in Chad, and then 
Logon-Berni, located in Cameroon. Hannibal's birth certifi-
cates could not be found in any of them.

But the expedition continued – the discoveries followed 
a meeting with the elders of the Kotoko tribe. The fact is 
that the surviving wax seals of Hannibal were engraved 
with his family coat of arms, on which the outline of an 
elephant can be seen. Well, the elders clearly pointed 
out that the elephant is the patron and sacred animal of 
their tribe. And, even more interestingly, they explained 
the meaning of the word FUMMO inscribed on the same 
coat of arms, which until then no one had been able to 
decipher, because they believed that it was of European 
origin. When we uttered it in the presence of the elders, 
they immediately exclaimed: "In our language, this is how 
we say Motherland!" 

We were completely satisfied with the results of our 
expedition, especially when we were once again con-
vinced that Chad is well aware of Pushkin and regards 
Russians warmly. I must say that today Russian-Chad-
ian relations are on the rise and have good prospects, 
which was reaffirmed by the President of this republic, 
Mahamat Idriss Déby Itno, who in his message to Vladi-
mir Putin on the occasion of Victory Day expressed "joy 
at the state of the excellent relations that exist between 
our countries."

And what explains the stability of the "Ethiopian" ver-
sion? What arguments do its supporters give?

Not so long ago, I came across information about two rel-
atively recent works by Russsian authors – "The Riddle 
of Pushkin's National Roots" and "Notes on the Biogra-
phy of A.P. Hannibal" – who, in their opinion, most like-
ly came from the Ethiopian Falasha Jews. Of course, the 
authors did not find facts confirming this version, but the 
arguments are surprising, to put it mildly. In their opinion, 
Hannibal had an "anthropological type" close to the Se-
mitic and not to the African peoples, and besides, from 
childhood he showed himself to be a smart and educated 
child – that is, African children are denied such qualities. 

Does that remind you of anything? I do not want to contin-
ue such discussions.

The Russian poet Marina Tsvetaeva, who possessed not 
only an excellent poetic gift but also a subtle sense of 
the world around her, said that Pushkin's genius destroys 
racism. And today we see how racism is trying to destroy 
Pushkin. In neighboring countries, which arrogantly con-
sider themselves to be "civilized" European peoples as 
opposed to the surrounding "wild jungle," monuments 
to the great Russian poet are being demolished and the 
names of streets bearing his name are being changed. It 
seems that these people do not even realize that in this 
way they are revealing themselves to the whole world.

In conclusion, I would like to take this opportunity to ask a 
question about another direction of your work in Africa. You 
were ambassador not only to Chad, but also to Morocco, 
and this country is considered always to have been more 
oriented towards the West than towards Russia. What con-
clusions did you draw from your mission to Morocco?

"The art of the possible" is not about diplomacy. Diplomats 
continue their work even when political relations are at 
an impasse, and work precisely to create and preserve 
opportunities. I have repeatedly seen between states that 
the potential for interaction is much higher than the cur-
rent situation. This is all the more true of Morocco, a coun-
try that is remarkably diverse and has a long historical tra-
dition. The ruler of this country, King Hassan II, described 
it very well when he compared Morocco to a tree whose 
branches are in Europe and whose roots are in Africa.

I have worked twice in diplomatic missions in Morocco, for 
the first time as Minister-Counselor of the Embassy of the 
USSR. I will remember for the rest of my life the historical-
ly important audience which I witnessed, which Hassan II 
gave in 1991 to our ambassador Y.M. Rybakov. The King of 
Morocco said literally the following: "I ask you to convey 
my words to the President of the USSR, M.S. Gorbachev. 
Personally, I don't like communists, Americans are our 
friends. But it is necessary to preserve the Soviet Union by 
any means, and without the use of tanks. The world, like a 
human, must stand on two legs, and there must be a bal-
ance in world affairs." It seems that the relevance of these 
words in today's situation is only increasing. 

As for the nature of our bilateral relations – not only from 
the standpoint of my own eight years of experience in this 
country, but also taking into account the entire history of 
Russian-Moroccan relations beginning three centuries ago 
– I can say with confidence that the Kingdom of Morocco 
has always recognized the importance of orientation to-
wards Russia. This continues to this day, and is confirmed 
by the recent congratulations of King Mohammed VI to 
President V.V. Putin on the occasion of the state holiday of 
Russia Day, where he emphasized that "Morocco and Rus-
sia have outstanding relations based on strong friendship, 
constructive cooperation and mutual respect." ■
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WITHOUT AN
INTERPRETER
TEACHING OF AFRICAN LANGUAGES BEGINS 
IN MOSCOW SCHOOLS

I'll start with the background. At one time, 
when we proposed to organize the study 
of the Chinese language in schools, we met 
with resistance. The language is very com-
plex, and most importantly, it was not clear 

why you need to master it if you are not go-
ing to become a sinologist or translator in the 
future. Despite the rapid economic growth of 
China and the successful development of Rus-
sian-Chinese relations, this area was not per-
ceived as a priority. Our ties with Europe were 
closer, and world affairs were dominated by the 
United States and its allies.

A lot has changed since then. What we call the 
reorientation of Russian policy to the East is in-
creasingly making itself felt. Not only has the 
state declared new goals, but under the influence 
of these processes, society is changing its views 
on the world around it. Now experts on China are 
in great demand. They get a lot of lucrative offers 
and have no problems with employment.

The same story could repeat itself with Africa. 
Parents who are seriously thinking about the 
future of their children, as well as students in 
grades 9–10 who are building career plans, see 

In September, starting with the new 

academic year, several Moscow schools 

will begin teaching African languages for 

the first time. How did this initiative come 

about? How will the learning process 

be organized? How do the students 

themselves feel about this?  

Alexei MASLOV, director of the 

Institute of Asia and Africa at Moscow State 

University, told Russia-Africa magazine 

about this.
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that specialization in Africa is becoming more 
and more relevant – it is no coincidence that the 
Russia–Africa Forum is being held for the sec-
ond time. And in the next decade, when today's 
schoolchildren enter active adulthood, Africa will 
undoubtedly play a crucial role in world devel-
opment.

This raises a problem that, until recently, was not 
recognized. In Russia, there is an acute shortage 
of Africanists, especially those with practical ex-
perience. Yes, we still have a brilliant school of 
linguistics focused on studying the languages of 
the peoples of Africa, but at the same time there 
are no specialists who can work in the fields of 
business and investment, facilitate the process 
of negotiation, and participate in building bilat-
eral relations with the countries of the African 
continent. A quick turn to Africa has immediately 
exposed the shortage of these personnel. In oth-
er words, the correctly and timely declared idea 
is not supported in the main thing: who and how 
will implement it.

It should be emphasized that the education 
system does not determine the personnel pol-
icy in the country. Of course, we perceive new 

trends in society, but these trends themselves 
are formed outside of us. An appropriate signal 
is needed.

In this case, it came from the school level. When 
we first came to speak to Moscow schoolchil-
dren less than a year ago, we believed (based 
on the results of a survey) that for them Africa 
is mainly associated with poverty, perhaps with 
some exoticism, and at best interesting as a tour-
ist destination. After that, we began to have a 
more detailed conversation, and found that the 
first impression was deceptive. Our students, for-
tunately, turned out to be smarter – and showed 
a genuine interest in Africa. We also received 
support from their parents, who saw great prom-
ise in this initiative. A positive response also 
came from the Department of Education of the 
Moscow City Government. And so, inspired by 
this interest, we began practical preparation for 
teaching.

Our institute acts as a methodological center, 
while our undergraduates and graduate stu-
dents will teach. It was decided to start with 
teaching the Amharic language, the language of 
Ethiopia. Our methodologists are now develop-
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ing an Amharic textbook for schools. In addition, 
Swahili will be taught. Three Moscow schools 
have already expressed their readiness to open 
a course in teaching these two languages. Simi-
lar applications have been received from several 
other schools – not only from Moscow, but also 
from other regions of Russia.

As far as I know, Russia is the first country to in-
troduce the study of African languages as foreign 
languages at the basic school level. Until now, 
there has been no such experience in the world. 
Of course, this is an experiment, and we are not 
talking about including our courses in the compul-
sory school language curriculum. Teaching will be 
organized as an elective. Students who choose 
an African language will continue to learn one or 
two other languages, such as English and Chi-
nese. Each school will determine the acceptable 
format of education. There will probably be one or 
two lessons per week for two to three years.

It is clear that with such a low intensity, schoolchil-
dren are unlikely to be able to sufficiently master 
the chosen language. But they will acquire some 
knowledge about Africa and perhaps will be mo-
tivated to study it more deeply – and in the fu-
ture, on this basis, they will be able to successfully 
settle on a choice of professional activity. Some 
will go into diplomacy, some into business or sci-
ence. Specialists in Africa will be in high demand 
and will be preferred when hiring for jobs in the 
most prestigious industries. They will be able to 
work in the space industry, in nuclear energy, in 
the oil and gas sector – requests are already com-
ing from Gazprom, Rosatom and Roscosmos. The 
main thing that school graduates who have com-
pleted our courses will have is the understanding 
that Africa is not just a big piece on a geographi-
cal map, but a dynamically developing continent 
with a huge variety of regional characteristics, 
open to cooperation in all spheres of life.

Information about our project was published by 
African newspapers, and we are now receiving 
applications from Africa. Local experts write that 
they would like to teach African languages in Rus-
sia. And this is very valuable for us, since unfor-
tunately some areas in African studies here have 
been lost or did not receive proper development 
– for example, the Yoruba language. And now the 
native speakers of this and a number of other lan-
guages, who have received philological educa-
tion in Africa, are ready to come and teach them 
here. We have never seen such active support in 
terms of teaching languages by native speakers.

There is a certain inertia and persistent stereo-
types. Many still believe that even in today's glob-

al world, it is quite possible to do without knowl-
edge of African languages. There is English, and 
it is enough. But this is purely colonial thinking, 
the time of which is irrevocably ticking away. In 
any case, we will come to the realization of the 
need for a more in-depth language specialization. 
As the philosopher Wittgenstein said, "the bound-
aries of my language are the boundaries of my 
world." This means that if we want to understand 
the thoughts of the person we are speaking with 
– and in Africa they think in their native language, 
not in English, French, Portuguese, etc. – we will 
have to learn this language. This is not only a mat-
ter of respect for the country; it is a mentality that 
opens the way to the correct conduct of negotia-
tions and the achievement of the agreements de-
sired, based on the same understanding of their 
essence and details.

For Russia, African studies is not a new science. It 
originated within the walls of Moscow University 
in the middle of the XIX century, and at first was 
associated with the travels of our compatriots on 
the African continent. In the 30s of the XX centu-
ry, courses on the history of Africa were taught in 
various departments of Moscow State University. 
However, this field developed especially rapidly 
in the 1940s and 50s, when the countries of Afri-
ca rose up to fight colonialism and began to free 
themselves from foreign domination.

The Institute of Asian and African Studies (IAAS) 
of Moscow State University is heir to a very pow-
erful Moscow school of Africanists, which was 
based on philological education and assumed 
knowledge of traditions and culture along with 
the study of language. We have a unique Depart-
ment of African Studies at IAAS. In contrast to 
the usual divisions into philology, history, politi-
cal science, and cultural studies, our department 
is interdisciplinary and inclusive. It is headed by 
Professor N.V. Gromova, the author of the only 
textbook on the Swahili language in Russia. This 
department works with different regions of Af-
rica, where our students go for internships. We 
work closely with the universities of Brazzaville 
and Dar es Salaam, and are constantly expand-
ing the range of our interaction with colleagues 
from African countries.

This year, the IAAS has become the center for the 
elaboration of a new concept for the development 
of Asian and African studies, which will be adopted 
at the state level. We are doing this work under the 
leadership of the Ministry of Science and Educa-
tion of Russia, and in cooperation with the Russian 
Academy of Sciences and St. Petersburg Universi-
ty. This shows that the awakening of Africa is now 
underway on Russian territory as well. ■
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The total number of African graduates 
from the Peoples' Friendship University 
of Russia named after Patrice Lumumba 
(RUDN) has already exceeded 14,000 
people. Among them are the President 

of the Republic of Namibia (2005–2015), Hifikepu-
nye Pohamba; the Minister of the Environment 
of the Republic of Rwanda, Joan of Arc Muzha-
vamaria; the Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Chad (until 2010), Yusuf Saleh Abbas; and other 
statesmen and heads of ministries.

At present, RUDN University continues the best 
traditions laid down during its creation. As the of-
ficial representative of the Russian Foreign Minis-
try, Maria Zakharova, noted in a special statement 

on the occasion of the anniversary of the found-
ing of the university, "RUDN University was estab-
lished in a crucial historical period for world trans-
formations, when the peoples of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America who had fought for independence 
overcame the consequences of colonialism and 
began to build their own statehood." And today, 
according to her, the university is actively involved 
"in the development of international educational 
and scientific ties, and the training of national per-
sonnel cadres in states friendly to Russia."

In the changing geopolitical situation, Russia is 
increasing its presence in Africa, including in the 
field of education. At the moment, RUDN Uni-
versity has 67 active agreements on coopera-

THE PROUD 
NAME OF
“LUMUMBEROS”

Larisa EFREMOVA,  Vice-Rector for International Relations, Peoples' Friendship 
University of Russia named after P. Lumumba

In the 1958-1959 academic year, 103 students from African countries arrived 

in the USSR to receive higher education, and a year later this number 

increased fivefold. The center of their training was the Peoples' Friendship 

University in Moscow, established on February 5, 1960, which was named 

after Patrice Lumumba on February 22, 1961.

The university soon became widely known in the states of the African 

continent, and since that time has been highly respected for its contribution 

to the education of talented African youth to work in many sectors of the 

economic and social spheres. Its graduates, especially those who studied 

there during the Soviet era, proudly call themselves “Lumumberos” (Spanish, 

meaning Lumumbians). They are recognized as the most well-trained and 

effective specialists.
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tion with 56 universities in 27 African countries, 
as well as with state educational authorities. 16 
agreements on cooperation between RUDN Uni-
versity and associations in the countries of the 
African continent of foreign graduates of Rus-
sian/Soviet universities have been concluded 
and are in operation. 

A landmark event was the return to RUDN Uni-
versity of the name of the first Prime Minister of 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Patrice Lu-
mumba. This initiative was supported by the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Science 
and Higher Education of Russia, and of course we 
heard warm greetings on this occasion from rep-
resentatives of African countries who visited Rus-
sia at that time: the delegation of the Republic of 
Zimbabwe headed by the President of the Senate 
of the Parliament, Mabel Chinomon (March 2023), 
the parliamentary delegation of the Republic of 
Mozambique headed by the Chairman of the As-
sembly, Esperanza Laurinda Francisco Nyiuane 
Bias (April 2023), and others.

Currently, representatives of 162 countries of the 
world are studying at RUDN University. Among 
them are about 2500 citizens from 54 African 
countries, including Egypt (308 people), Nigeria 
(194 people), Zambia (138 people), Algeria (118 

people), Angola (107 people), the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (78 people), Guinea-Bis-
sau (69 people), Rwanda (68 people), Chad (65 
people), and Guinea (65 people). In high demand 
among African applicants are studies in the eco-
nomic, medical and engineering fields. The most 
popular areas are medicine (Sierra Leone, Nigeria, 
Chad), oil and gas production (Cameroon, Chad), 
economics (Côte d'Ivoire, Nigeria), management 
(Benin, Angola), construction (Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo, Chad), programming and infor-
mation technology (Angola), and international re-
lations (Democratic Republic of the Congo, Chad, 
Republic of the Congo).

Within the framework of inter-university agree-
ments, 4 pre-university training centers (Moroc-
co, Namibia, Zambia, Nigeria) and 9 specialized 
classes (Angola, Gambia, Zambia, Cameroon, Na-
mibia, Nigeria, Tanzania, Morocco, Tunisia) have 
been created with organizations in African coun-
tries; they are operating in order to increase the 
level of knowledge of candidates for admission 
to RUDN University in priority areas of training. 
There is also traditionally a preparatory faculty as 
part of RUDN University, part of the structure of 
the Institute of the Russian Language, which one 
can enter throughout the calendar year without 
passing entrance examinations.
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In 2020, a new educational preparation project 
was launched and started working at RUDN Uni-
versity: a “Digital Preparatory Faculty,” which en-
ables students to learn Russian and prepare for 
admission to Russian universities without leaving 
their native country. Methodology was developed 
taking into account country and regional specif-
ics, as well as the development index of infor-
mation and communication technologies in the 
countries of residence of students. Listeners have 
the opportunity to immerse themselves in Russian 
culture and language thanks to lectures conduct-
ed by experienced teachers, communication with 
tutors and Russian students, open conversation 
clubs, games and competitions. In 2023, students 
from 66 countries of the world are registered 
at this faculty, including Algeria, Benin, Guinea, 
Egypt, Morocco, Nigeria, Cameroon, Sierra Le-
one, Tunisia, and South Africa.

It is worth noting another project implemented 
by the Institute of the Russian Language of the 
Peoples' Friendship University. In 2022, on the 
instructions of the Ministry of Education of Rus-
sia, more than 500 students and schoolchildren 
from Egypt were taught in digital courses. The 
Institute of Coptic Studies was inspired by the 
results of this program, and helped organize a 
much larger similar project – attracting more 
than 10,000 Egyptian students to study in our 
digital courses.

Since 2020, RUDN University has been develop-
ing at the national and international levels a “Clus-
ter Approach” as a tool for exporting Russian edu-
cation. This approach is being implemented in 46 
countries, united in 11 territorial clusters, including 
in Africa.

RUDN University is the leading organization of 
the consortium of educational institutions for the 
joint implementation of the Cluster Approach in 
science, education, and industrial-scientific-ed-
ucational partnership abroad, including on the 
African continent. Among the thematic clusters 
which play an important role in the professional 
training of specialists from African countries are 
"Engineering," "Agrotechnology," "Ecology," and 
"Medicine."

Since 2020, RUDN University has become the 
coordinator of the subproject of the program "In-
ternational Cooperation in the Field of Nuclear 
Education," implemented by the Rosatom state 
corporation. The goal is to popularize educational 
programs in nuclear and related specialties, and 
ensure the recruitment of students from African 
countries. 18 African countries are platforms for 
the implementation of project activities: Algeria, 
Burundi, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ethiopia, Ghana, Zam-
bia, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Morocco, Namibia, Nige-
ria, Rwanda, Senegal, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, 
Uganda, South Africa. In the 2022/2023 academ-
ic year, work is also underway with Russian part-
ner universities to create an internet educational 
program for students from Namibia and Tanzania 
for a master's degree in geology and mining.

In addition, with the support of Rosatom, RUDN 
University holds the Youth Forum "Russia–Africa: 
Nuclear Education for Sustainable Development," 
the task of which is to motivate young people to 
receive education in this promising area and pre-
pare a new cohort of specialists who can become 
the driving force of the socio-technological devel-
opment of African countries in cooperation with 
Russian partners.

Dynamics of changes in the number of students (bachelors, specialists, masters, postgrad-
uates, sub-faculty) by regional clusters in Africa

Regional Cluster 2015 20192017 20212016 20202018 2022 Increase  
(2022 to 2015)

Angola, Zambia, 
Namibia,  
South Africa

246 291367 345371 317381 296 20%

Côte d'Ivoire,  
Gambia, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone

124 104120 143117 11099 147 19%

Kenya, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, Tanzania, 
Uganda, Ethiopia

205 238194 329196 289194 346 69%
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All foreign citizens enter RUDN University on 
equal terms and receive full-time offline educa-
tion, which provides high-quality training that al-
lows them to become highly qualified specialists. 
In 2022, 992 people from African countries en-
tered the university. As a rule, those wishing to 
study in Russia can come to study under a quota 
established by the decree of the Government of 
the Russian Federation on December 18, 2020, 
first having passed selection on the territory of 
their country and then the stage of consideration 
of candidates by Russian educational organiza-
tions.

In 2022, RUDN University received the right to 
conduct a selection process among foreign appli-
cants for independent admission to study. For the 
2023/2024 academic year, the places allocated 
for this purpose were awarded to the best can-
didates who successfully passed the competitive 
selection, the winners of the RUDN Open Olym-
piad for foreign citizens, foreign students from 
leading foreign and Russian universities, and 
representatives of foreign associations of RUDN 
alumni.

Foreign students are helped to get used to their 
new conditions and study successfully by curators 
and tutors, assigned teachers of the Russian lan-
guage, student volunteers, and Russian-speaking 
students living with them in their dormitories. Par-

ticipation in cultural and sports events, excursions 
around the campus and educational facilities, and 
acquaintance with Moscow and its environs, as 
well as other cities and localities of Russia, help 
them to enter student life. Access to literature in 
their native languages is always available through 
scientific libraries or internet communication. Stu-
dent self-government also acts as a factor in so-
cio-cultural adaptation.

And of course it is difficult to overestimate the 
contribution of communal organizations. The As-
sociation of African Students has been operating 
at RUDN University since February 1996, and co-
ordinates the activities of all compatriot organiza-
tions of African students of RUDN University. Small 
groups of students without a specific community 
are not ignored either. This year, the university 
has 44 organizations of the African continent: 37 
from sub-Saharan countries and 7 communities 
of the Arab region (Middle East and North Africa). 
The Association and communities do a lot of work 
for the initial adaptation of new students, acquaint 
university guests with the culture, history, tradi-
tions and customs of their countries, and partic-
ipate in conferences and meetings with political 
leaders and famous people. The "Festival of Folk 
Traditions" and "Planet South-West" International 
Festival, aimed at acquainting Moscow residents 
with the culture, history and traditions of the peo-
ples of the whole world, are very popular. ■
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В ПОИСКАХ ПАРТНЕРА

AFRICA IN RUSSIA: 
NEW PERSPECTIVES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

SOCIETY

The first widely known "Russian black" was, 

without a doubt, James Lloydovich Patterson, 

Soviet submarine officer, poet and writer. As a 

child, back in 1936, he starred as a black baby 

in the film "Circus," which became a cult 

classic in the USSR. This melodramatic 

musical comedy tells about the fate of 

an American circus actress who found 

good friends in the USSR. What is the 

African diaspora in Russia today? 

We talked about this with 

Louis GOUEND, a 

Russian businessman of 

Cameroonian origin.



How many people are united in the Afri-
can diaspora in Russia? Is it possible to 
trace the dynamics of its development?

There is no exact data. But in 2009, the 
diaspora numbered about 100,000 peo-

ple, half of whom lived in Moscow. However, about a 
third of them were in Russia illegally.

Migration from Africa to Russia is still insignificant, and 
its main channel is educational migration. In 2022, 
according to estimates by the Main Department of 
Internal Affairs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and 
the Ministry of Science and Higher Education, 38,885 
Africans legally arrived in Russia. Of these, 1338 had 
temporary residence permits, 1994 had permanent 
residence permits, 319 had work permits, and 874 re-
ceived Russian citizenship. 34,360 Africans studied 
in Russia, most of them from Egypt (15668 people), 
Morocco (3438), Nigeria (1754), Algeria (1458) and 
Zimbabwe (1262).

In recent years, the number of African citizens in 
the Russian Federation has remained relatively un-
changed. In 2022, the total number of the African di-
aspora in Russia was about 120,000 people.

Citizens of which countries are part of the dias-
pora?

It consists of representatives of almost all 54 Af-
rican countries, but most numerous in Russia are 
those from the north of the continent, with Alge-
ria and Egypt being the leaders. From sub-Saha-
ran Africa, leaders are Ethiopia, Nigeria, Tanzania, 
Cameroon, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Uganda, Angola, 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Re-
public of the Congo.

What is their age and social composition, and 
where do they live? 

Their ages vary, but most are students. There are also 
specialists who work in the Russian Federation under 
contracts, children from interracial marriages, univer-
sity graduates who have received Russian citizenship 
and remained to live and work in Russia, professional 
athletes. More than half of Africans live in Moscow 
and St. Petersburg, while the rest live throughout 
Russia – especially in the South, where warm climatic 
conditions are favorable. 

Can you name other famous African Russians, 
aside from yourself?

Of course – there are a lot of them, and from different 
spheres. For example: Anton Gidionovich Zaitsev is 
a Russian TV presenter; footballers Brian Idowu and 
Gaël Ondua; basketball players Walter Lerousset 

and Joel Bolombay, Victor and Ekaterina Queyrou; 
Grigory Siyatvinda – Honored Artist of Russia; Vic-
toria Pierre-Marie – jazz singer; Elena Hanga – TV 
and radio presenter; Jean Sagbo – the first black 
politician in Russia, deputy in the Tver region; Pierre 
Narcisse – Russian singer and actor, Honored Artist 
of the Republic of Ingushetia; and Leon Patrickovich 
Ngankam is the head of the neurosurgical depart-
ment of the Children's Regional Clinical Hospital of 
the city of Tver. 

Are there any public organizations and associa-
tions within the diaspora, and what do they do?

Yes, there are many of them throughout the country, 
and they are mainly engaged in protecting the rights, 
freedoms and interests of members of the African di-
asporas in the Russian Federation and their families; 
promoting the development of political, economic, 
humanitarian, and cultural ties between the peoples 
of Russia and Africa; and strengthening friendship 
between them. Particular attention is paid to the de-
velopment of dialogue between civilizations, the pro-
motion of knowledge and science, including through 
the creation of favorable intercultural relations, and 
the elimination of all forms of discrimination.

One of the key areas of activity is to create conditions 
for the development of a positive image of Russia in 
Africa in particular and in the world as a whole. Prior-
ity is given to the preservation and protection of the 
rights of children, including from mixed marriages, 
the legitimate interests of Africans studying in edu-
cational institutions of the Russian Federation, and 
the creation of conditions for the dignified return of 
refugees and internally displaced persons to their 
homeland. 

One of these organizations is the Diaspocam Asso-
ciation, which you head. Tell us about it.

Our activities are very extensive, but if we talk about 
the main directions, they are primarily the promotion 
of the development of cultural and socio-economic 
relations of Cameroonian compatriots, the creation 
of conditions and the organization of events for their 
communication, broadening their horizons, and ex-
changing knowledge and experience for joint work 
and leisure. We develop and implement socio-eco-
nomic programs and projects aimed at providing 
social assistance to Cameroonians in difficult life sit-
uations, and promote the development of Cameroo-
nian-Russian trade relations through the promotion 
of Russian products in Cameroon and Cameroonian 
products in the Russian Federation.

Recently, contacts between Russia and Africa have 
intensified significantly. How important is this for 
both parties?
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This is very important, because today Africa is the 
world leader in terms of consumption growth. Agri-
culture, the chemical industry and agricultural tech-
nologies, oil refining and mining, energy and peace-
ful nuclear technologies are rapidly developing on 
the continent. Most countries are interested in infra-
structure development, and the demand for cars and 
special equipment is growing. In each of these areas, 
Russian business has something to offer.

What are the prospects for strengthening Rus-
sian-African cooperation in business?

According to the IMF, the combined size of the econ-
omy of African countries in 2021 was only $2.7 tril-
lion. Yet this figure is expected to grow to 8.5 trillion, 
and according to some forecasts even to 29 trillion 
dollars. The African continent is currently one of the 
most attractive markets. According to Irina Abramo-
va, Director of the Institute for African Studies of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences, in the near future – in 
15-20 years – it is this continent that will determine 
the demographic picture of the world and influence 
the scale of global consumer demand. 

On the whole, Russia is ready to act as a partner for 
African countries in a number of areas. These are, 
first of all, the supply of grain; food products such as 
meat, fish, bread, milk and dairy products; medicines 
and medical equipment; and equipment for mining 

and metallurgical enterprises. The development of 
the continent's transport systems requires airplanes, 
helicopters, and control and safety systems for vari-
ous modes of transport.

In conclusion, a few words about yourself: how did 
you end up in Russia, how long have you been liv-
ing in Moscow, and what are you doing now?

I was born in 1974 in Cameroon. I am from the Bas-
sa people, the Bantu ethnic group living along the 
Atlantic coast of present-day Cameroon. I gradu-
ated from the prestigious high school Liebermann 
College with a degree in mathematics and physics. 
In 1993 I moved to Russia and entered the Lipetsk 
State Technical University. In 1998, I moved to Mos-
cow, where I received master's degrees in techno-
logical sciences (from MSTU "Stankin" in 2000) and 
in economic sciences (from GUZ in 2003). I am fluent 
in French, Russian, English and Bassa, the language 
of the Bantu people. And now I am a Russian en-
trepreneur, founder of Helloafrica.ru magazine, an 
expert in the field of international business commu-
nication, a specialist in Russian-African relations, a 
member of the Council of the Russian-African Club, 
President of the Diaspora of Cameroon in Russia, a 
member of the Presidium of the Union of African Di-
asporas in Russia, and the official representative of 
Cameroon for economic cooperation with the Rus-
sian Federation.  ■
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At the end of July, Moscow and 

St. Petersburg will host the next 

"AFROFEST" International Festival 

of African Culture. Its goal is to 

broaden cultural horizons, destroy 

stereotypes, and acquaint Russian 

citizens with the history, customs 

and traditions of Africa. Yes, 

unfortunately, we know almost 

nothing about the culture of Africa – 

nor, indeed, Africa about ours. Why? 

Nikolai SHCHERBAKOV, a 

leading researcher at the Institute 

of Asian and African Studies of 

Moscow State University, PhD 

Candidate in Historical Sciences, 

discusses this in his article.

RUSSIA-AFRICA: 
DIALOGUE OF CULTURES

Africa began to send its complex cul-
tural impulses, first to the countries 
of the Middle East and then to Eu-
rope and the New World, 300–400 
years before the appearance of Hun-

tington's synthetic theory of the "clash of civiliza-
tions." Streams of captured slaves from all African 
regions spread the influence of African cultures 
around the world. At present, we find traces of 
such influence in the dialects and cooking, be-
liefs and music, household traditions and family 
structure of the peoples of North, Central and 
South America, among numerous descendants 
of immigrants from the continent in the coastal 
territories of the Indian Ocean, and among the 
former European colonizers. Today, more than 
ever, the influence of this "soft power" is becom-
ing significant.

Africa is large and the culture of African peoples 
is vast and extremely diverse. Unfortunately, in 
our country it has not been sufficiently studied. 
And it is impossible to know and love such an ab-
straction as "African culture." It's like considering 
a kokoshnik and bread and salt on a towel as a 
cultural tradition of all regions of Russia. In many 
ways, such a simplified perception of the culture 
of African peoples is explained by the fact that 
Russia has never had the experience of seizing 
colonies in Africa, African collections were not 
formed in museums, and the mutual cognizance 
of our country and African states really began 
only in the early 1960s as diplomatic relations 
were established. 

For a long time, the perception of Africa in our 
country took shape with the help of propaganda 
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tools. The muscular freed African tore the chains 
of colonialism on posters, in verse it was roman-
tically asserted that "Africa has the shape of a 
heart," and an unusually complex anti-colonial 
struggle was perceived through numerous theat-
rical productions of the hit "The Path of Thunder," 
where an armed struggle of unnamed Africans 
took place in an unnamed African country. And 
even earlier, at the beginning of the twentieth 
century, Nikolai Gumilev's cycle of poems "Ab-
yssinian Songs" – the result of impressions from 
his several expeditions to Ethiopia – was taken to 
be a translation, and praised for its "bright color-
fulness" and the "virgin simplicity" of its unknown 
African authors.

On the other hand, in contrast to modern cultur-
ologists who neglect genuine Africa, V. Markov's 
study "The Art of Negroes" appeared in Soviet 
Russia already in the 1920s, and was far ahead 
of its time. Today, this rare work with an intolerant 
name can serve as a model of art historical anal-
ysis based on the study of authentic artifacts of 
various African cultures. 

Digitalization and the explosive development of 
new types of communications have led to the 
fact that the results of the African Film Festival 
held in mid-June 2023 in St. Petersburg were 
already being discussed in Dakar and Accra on 
the same day. The gala concert of graduates of 
the ballet school at the "Russian House" in Mo-
rocco was an occasion for professional analysis 
in the ballet circles of Moscow and St. Peters-
burg. There are many such examples. But, at 
the same time, there is a significant retardation 
in such an important matter as the formation of 
qualitative, reliable mutual ideas among Rus-
sians about Africa and among Africans about 
the development of Russia. 

First of all, it is necessary to take into account an 
amazing feature of the development of almost all 
African countries, without exception (and there 
are more than 50 of them today): they are "outra-
geously young." Their population is young – in the 
vast majority of African countries, up to 60-65% of 
the population is under 25 years old. It is no exag-
geration to assume that the culture of the majority 
of Africans today is youth culture.

In addition to the demographic features of the 
development of the culture of African peoples, 
there are also important geographical features. 
Most Africans are still non-urban dwellers. Their 
culture, their perceptions and expectations are 
determined by the traditional way of life.

Yet since the end of the last century, this situation 
has changed irreversibly. Without breaking with 
tradition, millions of Africans in all major regions of 
the continent are nevertheless persistently striv-
ing to become urban dwellers. One can imagine 
how the value system of these new townspeo-
ple is changing, albeit not immediately, and what 
aspects of what is for them a new culture, in the 
broadest sense of this concept, they now take as 
models. 

Add to this the young age of a significant part 
of such newly-minted citizens, so susceptible to 
everything new and unusual, and you will under-
stand what impact the culture of giant megacities 
can and does have on them. The world of movie 
heroes, until recently created by Bollywood and 
now Nollywood (the unofficial name of the giant 
film industry in Nigeria), the world of fashion and 
the habits of movie stars – all of this turns into 
alluring "big city lights" for quite poor boys, girls, 
and their younger family members, recently living 
in a village. 
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Like it or not, they need to switch to new stan-
dards in everything, including even their lan-
guage – all African states inherited one of the 
languages from the colonial past: English, French 
or Portuguese. They are the basis of education-
al materials in primary and secondary schools, 
the main languages of office work, and have a 
significant share in the media. Today, on the one 
hand, it is they who help to quickly become fa-
miliar with the patterns and standards of modern 
globalized culture; on the other hand, they re-
place and thereby eradicate tradition on a large 
scale. Globalization and the reformatting of cul-
ture initiated by it are not so openly victorious in 
African countries, but a similar trend is inevitably 
growing in all regions of the continent. The fa-
mous masks used by many African peoples for 
predominantly ritual purposes are now being 
created as a business project and offered in sou-
venir stalls for tourists. 

Returning to the language, it is important to take 
into account that in Africa, as throughout the 
world, there is a tendency by official state lan-
guages to displace small languages, reduce their 
role in the development of national cultures, and 
absorb their heritage. Nevertheless, the main Af-
rican regions are relatively lucky – languages that 
unite tens of millions of people are continuing to 
successfully develop there. In some cases, there 
is even an expansion of such languages – for ex-
ample in East Africa, where "Swahili civilization" is 
now being formed before our eyes, as Swahili is 
increasingly replacing English in all areas of oral 
and written culture. 

At the same time, the most famous writers of the 
continent – Nobel Prizes winners Wole Soyinka, 

Nadine Gordimer and J.M. Coetzee, Booker Prize 
laureate Chinua Achebe, and many other writers, 
journalists, publicists – prefer to work in European 
languages, well aware of the role of these tools of 
"soft power" for uniting a nation and for successful 
positioning in the international arena of achieve-
ments in the development of the cultures of vari-
ous African peoples. 

Speaking about the perception of the cultures of 
African peoples in our country, it is important to 
take into account that African studies in general 
and the study of African cultures in particular are 
very young sciences here. In addition, the study 
in our country of any aspects of the development 
of the African continent was under the conditions 
of the almost complete absence of field research, 
full-fledged expeditions, or live contacts with Afri-
can peoples. Ideological obstacles to establishing 
direct ties with the continent have been replaced 
over the past three decades by economic obsta-
cles. In the competition for funds for the study of 
Africa, "culture" loses.

Surprisingly, our "soft power" – designed to 
form ideas among African peoples about Rus-
sia, its place and opportunities in the modern 
world – also lacks the means to properly de-
velop. It remains to be hoped that domestic Af-
rican studies, called today to provide a large-
scale and professional turn to a deep study of 
Africa, will have the urgently needed modern 
personnel to take the opportunity to grow. Then 
we will be able not only to discuss in depth the 
benefits of investing in the commodity markets 
of African countries, but also to finally fully en-
joy cooperation with the richest cultures of the 
peoples of Africa. ■
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BOTH THE BEACH 
AND THE SAFARI

THE OPENING OF DIRECT FLIGHTS 
CONTRIBUTES TO THE RAPID GROWTH OF 
RUSSIAN TOURISM TO AFRICAN COUNTRIES

Maya KOTLYAR, 
travel industry expert, 

founder and head of 

MAYEL Travel

TOURISM
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"Africa is a very interesting 
destination, but today such 
a vacation is considered ex-
clusive. It all depends on the 
air connections. If they are 

established, then Africa will become the same 
kind of familiar route for Russian tourists as 
Thailand today, for example," comments Maya 
Kotlyar.

The air carrier Ethiopian Airlines has already 
established a foothold in the Moscow market. 
The increased number of flights of Ethiopian 
Airlines allows you to fly from Moscow almost 
daily. This company aspires to leadership in the 
transportation of Russian tourists to sub-Saha-
ran countries. In 2022, according to Ethiopian 
Airlines, the flow of Russian tourists in this di-
rection doubled. Most of all, they are attract-
ed by the Seychelles, South Africa, Kenya and 
Tanzania. Of course, this is not mass tourism, 
but in the segment of independent travel it is a 
definite trend.

Flights from Russia to Zanzibar may begin soon. 
Direct flights are predicted for next autumn, by 
the beginning of the holiday season. Accord-
ing to experts, there will be many people who 
want to visit this exotic island, especially since 
flights can be set up not only from Moscow, but 
also from other Russian cities. In May, Azur Air 
received permits from the Federal Air Transport 
Agency for flights to Zanzibar from Yekaterin-
burg, Krasnoyarsk, Omsk, Perm, Ufa, and Che-
lyabinsk.

A popular choice among Russian tourists is 
South Africa, where beach holidays are com-
bined with educational tourism and the oppor-
tunity to visit excellent natural national parks. 
According to the Ambassador of South Africa 
to Russia, Mzuvukile Maketuki, successful ne-
gotiations took place for the launch of four di-
rect flights, to Cape Town and Johannesburg. 
The organization of these flights can be taken 
on by Nordwind Airlines. According to experts, 
the aircraft will be booked at near to capacity.

While Europe remains closed to Russian tourists, Africa is opening up 
to them more and more widely. More and more African countries are 
abolishing visas and offering interesting tours, and prices for hotel 
accommodation, trips and excursions show a pleasant downward 
trend as tourist flows grow. And most importantly, the African direction 
is attractive for its novelty. A traveler from Russia finds here everything 
he is looking for – from snow-white beaches to exciting safaris, 
and impressions of a huge range of natural beauty. The demand 
for tours to African countries is growing from year to year, and the 
tourism industry is trying to make Africa more affordable. There are 
opportunities, but there are also difficulties – starting with the question 
of how to get there …
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Kenya has become another key destination for 
Russians. In addition, as Maya Kotlyar noted, 
tours are purchased to Namibia, Ethiopia, Zim-
babwe, Nigeria, Mali, Guinea, Angola, Ghana 
and Madagascar.

Russian tourists have long ago mastered the 
North African countries: Egypt, Tunisia, Moroc-
co. There is also progress in these areas. In 
May 2023, direct flights between Russia and 
Morocco resumed. Additional direct flights 
have opened to Tunisia – Nouvelair Tunisie 
now flies there, and Russian airlines Aeroflot 
and Red Wings have received permission to fly 
from Moscow to Enfida and the island of Djer-
ba. In June, the new Egyptian airline Red Sea 
Airlines began charter flights from Moscow to 
Sharm el-Sheikh. Nevertheless, travel industry 
experts note the continuing shortage of direct 
flights. For example, flights to Morocco are only 
three times a week – on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays – and tickets for these flights are 
quite difficult to purchase.

For beach lovers, the Seychelles are of par-
ticular interest at any time of the year. There 
are direct flights operated by Aeroflot, but 
the demand significantly exceeds the supply 
– tickets are sold-out instantly, and many tour-
ists have to travel with transfers. There is good 

news – perhaps soon there will be another at-
tractive and convenient destination: Mauritius. 
In addition to beaches, an abundance of sea-
food, and the luxury of tropical nature, there 
you have the unique opportunity to see the 
world's only underwater waterfalls. As the Am-
bassador of Mauritius to Russia, Heswar Jan-
ke, said recently about the long-awaited direct 
flights from Moscow, this matter is "practically 
resolved" and they will be launched in the near 
future.

Addressing the question of which African coun-
tries beyond Tunisia and Morocco can be visit-
ed without getting a visa in advance, Maya Kot-
lyar named South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Tanzania, Swaziland, Gambia, Cape Verde, and 
Djibouti. Mozambique also abolished visas in 
March 2023, but so far this country does not 
have a beach infrastructure of a suitable level. 
In addition, Namibia and neighboring Botswana 
allow free entry to Russians.

In general, the number of trips by Russians 
to key destinations sub-Saharan Africa is in-
creasing by about 20–30% per year, which in-
dicates a high potential for the development 
of tourism in Africa – and we are talking about 
sightseeing tours. After the lifting of quaran-
tine restrictions from the Covid-19 period, Tan-
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zania alone received 20–30 thousand travel-
ers. If direct flights are established between 
our countries, then according to the expert's 
forecast, the number of trips will grow rapid-
ly – and in the next five years may reach 100 
thousand per year.

Today, the tourism market in Africa is repre-
sented by both large DMC companies with 
which Russian tour operators cooperate, and 
small businesses engaged mainly in individu-
al tourism. The growth of air traffic will allow 
tourists to expand their choices, in favor either 
of a large operator or a small organizer of ex-
clusive tours.

Maya Kotlyar notes the high marketing activity 
of African colleagues. According to her, Africa 
is strikingly represented at all tourism exhibi-
tions in Moscow and is actively launching new 
products, which are becoming more and more 
interesting every year. The tourist infrastruc-
ture is developing dynamically, and regular 
group tours with Russian-speaking guides are 
organized in South Africa. "We are already go-
ing beyond the classic safari. Tours combining 
multiple African countries are gaining populari-
ty – for example, Madagascar-Mauritius, South 
Africa-Zambia, or Kenya-Rwanda, a novelty for 
Russian tourists,” continues Maya Kotlyar. “Such 

a direction of combi-tours as the mainland plus 
a sea resort is also promising – for example, 
Tanzania–Zanzibar, or Kenya–Mombasa area. 
Such a tour allows you not only to go on a safari 
inland and see the "big five" animals, but also to 
relax by the ocean.

With the development of air traffic, ticket prices 
and the cost of the tourist product as a whole 
decrease. If not so long ago Africa was con-
sidered a luxury destination with a tour cost of 
at least 10 thousand dollars per person, now a 
week-long tour in mini-groups with accommo-
dation will cost a tourist about 2500 thousand 
dollars. 

The representative of the Zanzibar Tourism 
Development Association, Kais Ben Frange, 
noted that good times are coming for Africa, 
which is friendly to Russian tourists. With the 
development of air traffic, the distant continent 
is getting closer, which gives a reason to think 
not only about expanding the hospitality sec-
tor in Africa itself, but also about the possibility 
of organizing a counter-flow. For residents of 
African countries, not only the North, Baikal or 
Kamchatka, but even central Russia will seem 
as exotic as the jungle and savannah look for 
Russian tourists. This direction also has great 
potential. ■
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In the Moscow Zoo, many young of rare an-
imals are born, which we are very happy 
about. Yet the question immediately arises: 
where to send them? After all, they need 
their own space, while you need to give 

them the opportunity to be among relatives 
and eventually produce offspring themselves. 
Each rare species that lives in a zoo has its own 
coordinator who knows where his wards are, 
monitors the conditions of their care, decides 
on questions of their movement, and controls 
that closely related animals do not breed. This 
is how the reserve population is maintained.

Our zoo has many species of animals that 
live on the African continent: giraffes, ze-
bras, black antelopes, meerkats, honey bad-
gers, potto (prosimians from the lori family), 
crowned cranes, and many others. We try to 
provide them with living conditions as close as 
possible to natural, for which we are constantly 
studying the experience of foreign zoos and 
centers for the rehabilitation and reintroduc-
tion of animals.

Our cooperation with our African colleagues 
has been going on for many years. Vladimir 

Vladimirovich Spitsin, director of the Moscow 
Zoo in 1977–2013, established a friendly per-
sonal relationship with the directors of the 
zoos of Johannesburg and Pretoria, thanks to 
which the opportunities for working with South 
Africa and replenishing our zoo with represen-
tatives of the animal world of Southern Africa 
have significantly expanded. Four elephants 
from the Kruger National Park and four chee-
tahs from the De Wildt Cheetah and Wildlife 
Center came to us. For our part, we sent two 
Japanese cranes to South Africa for the Um-
geni Bird Park, and the marmoset Diana to the 
Johannesburg Zoo.

In 1994, at the invitation of John Visserana, 
one of the leading herpetologists and natural-
ists, author of numerous books on poisonous 
snakes in South Africa, our employees carried 
out a number of joint works in several national 
parks and reserves of South Africa, and vis-
ited the zoos of Johannesburg and Pretoria, 
and the Transvaal Snake Park. The Moscow 
Zoo has received many species of endemic 
reptiles from South Africa, some of which (or 
their offspring) can still be seen in our zoo to-
day.

CONSERVATION 
OF RARE ANIMALS 
IS A COMMON 
CONCERN

Svetlana AKULOVA,  
General Director of the Moscow Zoo, member of the International 

Board of Trustees “Species360,” President of the Union of Zoos 

and Aquariums of Russia and the Eurasian Regional Association 

of Zoos and Aquariums

THE NATURAL WORLD
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CONSERVATION 
OF RARE ANIMALS 
IS A COMMON 
CONCERN

Modern zoos cannot exist in isolation. 

Our main task is the preservation of rare 

and endangered species of animals 

– the creation of artificial reserve 

populations. It is impossible to ensure 

this only on your own. We constantly 

interact with our foreign colleagues.  

We discuss with them issues related to 

the comfortable raising and reproduction 

of animals in captivity, exchange 

experience, and conduct joint scientific 

and educational activities.

Cooperation has also been established with 
other African countries. In 1996, our herpe-
tologists conducted fieldwork and research 
in several provinces of Guinea-Bissau, and as 

a result a collection of rare species of snakes 
was collected. A cooperation agreement was 
also signed at that time with the Pasteur Insti-
tute of the Republic of Guinea for the harvest of 
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snake venom and the production of anti-venom 
serums. The director of this institute, Dr. Boiro 
Mamadou, has repeatedly visited the Moscow 
Zoo, and our specialists have visited Guinea. 
It is also important to mention the trips of the 
staff of our herpetology department to Swakop-
mund, Namibia at the invitation of one of the 
leading herpetologists and naturalists of that 
country, Tommy Collard.

Business trips to Kenya successfully estab-
lished contacts with the herpetological center 
and laboratory of the Bio-Ken Snake Farm in 
Watamu and the National Museum of Wildlife 
in Nairobi, which donated two rare endemic vi-
pers to the Moscow Zoo. This gift bore fruit in 
the literal sense: our specialists were the first in 
the world to successfully breed this species in 
captivity.

In 1997, Moscow celebrated its 850th anniver-
sary. On this occasion, the government of the 
Seychelles made an unusual gift: our zoo re-
ceived a pair of giant tortoises. The Seychelles 
giant tortoise is included in the “Red List” of 
endangered species of the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature. Its natural habitat 
is limited to the small island of Aldabra in the 
Seychelles group.

Extensive foreign contacts are also maintained 
by the Department of Ornithology. In 2018, 
its staff visited the South African Foundation 
for the Conservation of Coastal Birds (SANC-
COB), based in the Rietvley Nature Reserve, 
home to colonies of South African penguins, 
and the reintroduction center of the Mabula 
Ground Hornbill Project. Here, birds are stud-
ied in their natural environment; weak and 
sick chicks are removed, fed and returned to 
nature. Our ornithologists have familiarized 
themselves in detail with this part of the work 
of their colleagues from South Africa, and a 
group of Kaffir hornbills now lives at the Mos-
cow Zoo. Their maintenance and the creation 
of the conditions for reproduction are very dif-
ficult tasks. The trip to South Africa gave us 
the necessary experience, and was the begin-
ning of close cooperation which continues at 
the present time.

Employees of the Moscow Zoo are always in-
terested in the work of colleagues in Africa. 
We observe their activities, read their scientific 
works, and study their experience. Nature con-
servation is a common cause, and the key to 
success is broad cooperation on an ongoing 
basis. ■
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