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1

If we approach the question, which countries are post-colonial, in formal 
terms, all those that have ever been in colonial dependence should be rec-
ognized as such. In this view, for example, all the states of the New World, 
including the United States and Canada, would be among them. So, the very 
notion of “post-colonial countries” (“post-colonial societies,” “post-colonial 
states”) would probably lose its meaning because it would then reflect only 
a formal historical fact that does not allow considering the contemporary 
countries that fall under it as a single category in any sense—political, eco-
nomic, or sociocultural. At the same time, it is also clear that the notion of 
post-colonial countries must reflect precisely the features of essential similar-
ity between the societies and states it covers. Yet, are there many essential 
similar features rooted in the colonial past between, for example, Canada 
and Lao, Mexico and Chad? Definitely no. From a historical perspective, the 
notion of post-colonial countries turns out wider than from sociocultural: in 
the historical sense, considering the liberation of colonies in the New World 
in the late 18th–19th centuries as the first stage of decolonization that pre-
ceded the second one which swept through first of all Asia and Africa in the 
middle—second half of the 20th century—is absolutely justified (Isin 2012: 
563). Attributing countries of the Americas, especially Latin America, as 
post-colonial may make sense (see Kaltmeier et al. 2011: 16–20), but only if 
they are analyzed as a very specific part of the post-colonial world, separately 
from the countries of Asia and Africa, because there are too many sociocul-
tural differences between them which are much more significant than any 
similarities determined by the colonial past. Of course, each country in Asia 
and Africa is unique in its own right. However, they share some significant 
commonalities (some of which are studied in this book) rooted in their colo-
nial political, social, economic, and cultural history. It may be legitimate to 

Introduction
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2 Introduction

consider all the post-colonial states (except former settlement colonies—the 
United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand) as a single category 
(“the Global South”) whose position is impacted significantly by the colonial 
past of the countries it unites in international relations studies, but the present 
work does not presuppose them.

One more point to be clarified at the outset is that only the countries that 
were colonies between the second half of the 19th and the second half of 
the 20th centuries are discussed in this monograph, and not even all of them 
but only those which were colonies of West European states. This means 
that former possessions of the Japanese, Ottoman, and Russian Empires are 
not studied here (except those which later passed into the hands of Western 
European colonialists like many Arab countries). Thus, the states studied in 
this work are those that have gained independence from the Western  powers 
after WWII, that is, since 1945. Although from a strictly formal point of 
view, with this approach, one might wonder if Cyprus and Malta should 
not be considered as post-colonial countries. These states have typically 
 capitalist economies and social structures that correspond to it, specific yet 
no doubt generally European by their type cultures, they are European Union 
member-states, but gained independence (both from Great Britain) only in 
1960 and 1964, respectively. Anyway, we discuss here the countries of Asia 
and Africa that form the majority of countries that have liberated themselves 
from  colonial dependence after WWII. So, we do not study the Mediterranean 
states that gained independence during this period, as well as the small island 
states of the Caribbean and Oceania which also have undeniable specificity 
due to their geography, history, and culture.

We study only the countries that were in this or that form of colonial 
 dependence (mandated territories, protectorates, etc.), that is, did not have the 
status of politically independent states and do not deal with so-called semico-
lonies (China, Persia, and so on) which did not lose formal political indepen-
dence despite strong positions of foreign powers in them. Thus, the countries 
that we are studying as post-colonial have in common the fact that their cur-
rent situation, including the matter of nation-building, is largely determined 
by the colonial past in which they were not politically independent even 
officially but were under the direct and complete authority of a Western Euro-
pean state. Moreover, contrary to semicolonies that existed as states before 
transforming into them, a huge part of now post-colonial states was just cre-
ated by colonialists. Thus, geographically, the notion of post-colonial states 
in this work does not coincide with such notions as now outdated the “Third 
World” or presently popular “Global South.”

So, we focus on the countries of Asia and Africa which were colonies of 
the Western states between the second half of the 19th and the second half of 
the 20th centuries and gained independence after WWII.
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3Introduction

With similarity of post-colonial countries as societies and states with still 
relatively recent and making a significant impact on their contemporaneity 
colonial history, their world is very heterogeneous and diversified from the 
cultural, social, economic, and political points of view. It includes the states 
whose peoples have cultures with deep written tradition (most countries in 
Asia), on the one hand, and the states whose peoples’ languages acquired 
scripts only in the colonial period from the European linguists (mainly in 
Tropical Africa), from the other. Post-colonial states include both the poor-
est countries of sub-Saharan Africa (Niger, Central African Republic, South 
Sudan, etc.) and superrich Gulf countries (Kuwait, Qatar, United Arab 
Emirates, and others). Among post-colonial states are those with their own 
voice in the international arena, such as India, Indonesia, Nigeria, and small 
states—Bhutan, Lesotho, São Tomé, and Principe. There are numerous post-
colonial republics and several monarchies (Bahrain, Morocco, Eswatini, and 
several others).

Nevertheless, with all the diversity, the post-colonial Asian and African 
countries share common features caused precisely by their colonial past. The 
absolute need for the formation of national unity within the borders of each 
state, that is, of nations, as a vitally necessary condition for the social devel-
opment of post-colonial countries in any sphere is one of the most important 
such features. The formation of post-colonial nations is what this book 
is about. The author’s conviction that understanding the essence, specific 
features, directions, and results of the nation-building process in the post-
colonial world is possible only if the consideration of this process is placed 
in a broad historical and cultural context which is the starting point for our 
analysis. This context includes social, political, and intellectual history since 
Antiquity and especially the whole period of the formation and existence of 
nations as a phenomenon—the era of Modernity from the end of the 15th 
century to the present day, and not only Asia and Africa but also Europe 
and North America: it was there that the phenomenon of the nation arose for 
the first time, and its reflection over the centuries in the Western tradition of 
political and social philosophy has a significant impact on nation-building in 
post-colonial states.

“The weight of the past is a major handicap for Africa,” the African (Nige-
rian) scholar Chibueze Ofobuike has recently written (2017: 59). Almost 
everyone will agree with this statement, remembering the slave trade, colo-
nialism, and neo-colonialism. However, no matter how trite it sounds, his-
tory really has no place for the subjunctive mood, and post-colonial African 
countries have to continue the historical path that their peoples have passed. 
Yet, world history—the historical dynamics of the world a part of which 
post-colonial societies are—is not linear. Watersheds between epochs are 
fundamental changes that do not negate the previous stages of historical 
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4 Introduction

development, but also do not just continue them: the Neolithic Revolution, 
the Axial Age, the Age of Discoveries, the Industrial Revolution, and so 
forth. Accordingly, the significance of specific phenomena of the past for the 
present and future also changes.

The immediate research subject in this work is the nature of the nation and, 
in connection with it, the nature of society and state in post-colonial Asian 
and African countries. However, the post-colonial world does not include 
former colonies only. It is the whole contemporary world because decoloni-
zation of the second half of the 1940s–1960s had hardly less serious trans-
formational consequences for the Global North than for the Global South. 
Today, sociocultural and political processes in the whole world are largely 
determined by the consequences of decolonization; suffice it to recall the 
impact of migrations from former colonial countries on the Global North, the 
very fundamental principles of its societies, cultures, and states. It is possible 
to claim that post-coloniality is a no-less meaningful feature of the contem-
porary world than post-industrialism. Both of these features have a decisive 
influence on its characterization as post-modern. In particular, it is not by 
chance that in the framework of a new comprehension of the phenomenon of 
post-colonial societies, “the theme of post-coloniality arises on the threshold 
of the 21st century synchronously with the general actualization of the theme 
of post-modernity” (Neklessa 2020: 33; see, e.g., Bhabha 1994: 171–197). 
We will try to show that in today’s conditions, the pre-colonial and colonial 
historical legacy can be not only an obstacle but also an advantage in the 
formation of such a key event for the existence and development of any con-
temporary countries as the nation. However, so that the past does not turn out 
to be a weight dragging down but turns to the benefit of today and tomorrow 
of post-colonial societies, a new perspective on both history and contempo-
raneity of post-colonial countries and the whole world, first of all, Europe as 
the motherland and globalizer of the phenomenon of the nation, is necessary.
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